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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Secretary of State, 


10N 
__NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


My 206 /sbrdaver 15, S peme 


Casey upon his roturn from Beirut informs 
that he considors the situation extromely sorious 
in the Lobanon and is advocating tho use of British 
troops in case of emergency and a notification to 
the Fronch that Wednesday is tho time limit for 


compliance with British demands, especially tho 


912/90°3068 


stipulation as to the release of tho mombers of 
Lebanose Government. Ho had a conforonco with 
Catroux this morning who rohearsed at length tho 
French thosig and complaints including alloged 


British political machination in tho Lovant Statos. 


t 


' 
As Catroux gave the improssion that he did not oon= ~ 
sidor spoed of tho essence in dealing with the - 


ON/Sd 
oO 


prosent crisis and oxpressod the hope that his hand 


hed 


would not be forced, Casey told him that ho considered 
any delay as not only jeopardizing Anglo-French ro- 


PWisty's O lations re. 


Fhe wre | 





411 
w2e $2096, Novomber 16, 9 @eMey from Cairo 
lations but ondangoring further tho situation in 
the Lebanon which might gravely deteriorate any 
monont,:,, Catroux is expocted to leave for Boirut 
this afternoon or tomorrow morning 


Repeated to Beirut and J.lgiors 
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316, November 17, 1 pem, (SECTION ONE) 

Farrell now in Beirut reports following ¢hronolo gy 
of Damascus reactions and evente arising from Franco~ 
Lebanese cristse 

Firet publication of ALGIZS COMMUNICE and Lebane ee 


response thereto ocourred in Damascene press November 


412/00 ° 3068 


6, There was no immediate reaction either among oublie 


g4oe-0? or in Parliament which was sitting that afternoon am 


evening. 


Premier whom I saw that evening November 7 did 


oN 


not appear alarmed at situation and seemed optimistic 


6a A 


that Helleu would return from Algiers with suitable 


PAL 


£ 


solutions Looking beck, this attitude seems well to 
have characterized Byrian opinion until crystallized 
by November 11 events, 

Incidentally Premier seemed more concerned at 
Egyptian ABRAM news item of November 6 reproducing 
Willkie's and Dewey's declarations advocating opfning 


of Palestine to Jewish immigration, 
November 8 all 


eng waceRNyey 


414 


oe " #516, November 1%_1 Pete (SECTION Ons} from Bet rut 


November 6 al quite, Iregh Charge .4*: Affatees 
presenting letter of ‘oredenct to Syrtan Foreign CrTtcte 
On morrow press cdi tortaitsed on "Sagesee Syrtcnne,” 
hinting contrast to Lebanese i pail 

November 10 I saw Foreign pingeter Mardame Altheugh 
reflecting Premierte attitude, he seemed more keenly 
interested, having returned frdm consultations in 
Beirut, and inquired concerning likely UsS. attitude 
to French Levant volicy if asituation worsened. He 
commented that at Cairo Arab union talke solidarity 
of view point was achieved, 

Early morning November 11 telephone calls from 
French delegation informed Foreign representatives of 
cancelation of Damascus Armistice Day parade. Rumors 
of Lebanese evente reached us in mid-morning but French 
4moosed obstructive telephone service and neither 
Legation nor British Oonsulate covld contaet Beiruts 

First approximately accurate news was vouchsafel 
by arrival courier toward noon, Damascus Moslem 
American educated deputy Bharabati called to say that 
public feeling now ran high, with majority of Deputies 
{nolined to cede to public pressure for immediate 


demonstrationse 
Presddent and Cabinet, 


-3- #316, November 17, 1 psme (SECTION ONG) from Beirut 


President and Cabinet, he said, succeed in / 
gircumventing manifestations by argument that Syria 
gee. possesses its own government which should handke 
‘theer probleme; there was moreover wide epeculation 
concerning American and British reaction; would our 
poliofes toward French in Levant in last analysis let 
Syrians down were they to manifest solidarity with 
Lebaneée. 

Friday 12th passed quietly exceot for noon day 
mosque ferment, and that evening dining at Sharabati!' s 
house I learned of prospective midnight arrival of 
Lebanese parlimentary delegation referred to in Beirut 
Legation's current telegrame. I wae also told Damaseus 
Deputies and elements of populace desired specially 
to synchronize demonstrations with those expected to 
break out in Moslem Lebanese towns of Sidon and Tripolie 

WADSWORTH 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 416 


AT Beirut 

This telegram must be : 
olosely paraphrased ber Fromoated jiovember 17, LOAS 
fore being communicated 

to anyone. (SC)’ Rectd 715 Pelle 
Secretary of Stato, 


Washington. 


316, Novembor 17, 1 pem. (SECTION TWO) 

November 13 evening witnessed orderly protest 
closing of Damascus s-.ops and bazaar area, iio 
“yoneh armed force was in sight and order was casily 
maintained by Syrian police. Delegation of 1,000 
Damaseus students demonstrated at Legation and be- 
fore Setups Consulates. Five student spokesmen 
presented writton protost condomning France's acts 
in Lebanon adducing Atlantic Chartor. T shook 
hands with them on balcony to cheers of crowd. 
Shouts for Arab (repeat Arab) Lobanon wero most 
frequent, No roligious issue was voiced, Prome 
inontly waved was impromptu vavedon of Lebanoso 
flag abolishing Francots vortical striped tri- 
color for horizontal striped Syrian colors with 
threo red Lebanon cedars replacing Syrian starse 

My translated rovly that protests would be 
reported to Amorican Government; that though 
Allies were busily engaged fighting war thoy would 


surely 


OIL Tewepyueg 


ai7 


“=” $516, Novomber 17, 1 pelle, from Boirut 
surely not fail to examine Lebanonts caso symp= 
athotically; and conclusion that Allies are out 
to win this war elicitcd some cheers for Alliod 
victory,* 

Meanwhile Foreign Minister had invited mo to 
call. He handed me copy of note of even date to 
I'rench Ambassador Helleu (so termod rather than 
Dolegate Genoral) exprossing Syrian Governmontts 
protest against Fronch action yet making no domand 
for redress’ On contrary noto restrainedly statos 
Syrian Government finds itself obliged to "accont 
with imposed rosorve now situation created in 
Lebanon", 

Mardam again voicod interest as to American : 
attitude and expressed hope that this timo Catroux, 
soon to arrive from j\lgiers, would srg equitable 
solution,’ Sonso of Departmontts Mes ‘Novonbor 12, 
midnight quoting instructions to Algiors will be 
communigated to him on my roturn to Damascus, - 
Ploase 4nstruct Damascus diroct in Brown Code if 
he may be shown full toxt. Shops romainod closod 
in demonstration on Sunday but Monday many oponod 
at behest of Prosidont, This is confirmed by 


Egyptian 


418 


ode #3516, Novomber 17, 1 Peller from BoLrut 

Egyptian Charge dtAffaires who interviowod 
Syrian prime Minister Mondaye Ho adds that 
Prench havo assurod Syrian Govornment they will 
attempt nothing in Syria and will make any rcason= 
ablo concessions to Syrian domands,. 

Prosident, Premior and Foroign Ministor soom 
thus to take less outraged and uncompromising 
attitudo than Syrian Parliamont and public, Thoy 
roalize that thoir compatriots unlike the Lobancsoe, 
can easily got out of hand with ensuing blood shod 
and unpredictable results, They wish to avoid 
this at all costs, fooling thoy can handle Fronch 
diplomatically, so long as mothods short of viol- 
once are used; bolioving that should violonce 
geocur Pronch would bo obliged to roquost British 
assistance. They want no clash with Ninth Aruy. 

Syrian Parliamont mot 4 Pem, Novombor 15 «nd 
whole sossion was dovoted to Franco-Lobanoso 
crisis, Govornmont's attitudo was calm while 
Parliament stormed, with addod oxcitcmont from 
visitors gallery, Mardam ondod sossion with spococh 
again urging calm and bespeaking confidenco in 


Govornmont, 


Repoated London, Baghdad, Cairo, Algiors and 
Jidda ; 


End “f mess age 
WADSWORTH 
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AYERICAN LEGATION 2 these f 
ra - : ¥ 
/ DAMASCUS i 
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/ 
Please inform Syrian authorities, replying 

to your query in rut's 316, Nov er 17 me, 

that this Government promptly and firmly expressed to 

the French Committee of National Liberation at Algiers 

4te complete disapproval of the repressive acts of the 

French authorities in Lebanon and its expectation that the 

Committee would take prompt steps to restore the duly 

elected Government of the Lebanese Republic and to imple- 

ment the solemn promises of independence given to the 


Lebanese people in 1941 in the name of the French National 


Committee. 







Gr « ses 
oo 9? os “re 


bers a — a Maken meee 





Sent by operator _.......----—- M, 
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Washington Zan, munnay 
ngtony nov Tt 9 1943 gente 
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SA exes “NEAR EA! OF 
317, Novombor 179 LOE, Of a — AFFAIRS 


Approhonsions montioned in my, 15, Novombor 15, 


eo Petey rogarding roports from provineos aro hoighte 


ened tonight as rosult armod encounter botwoon 
Preneh dotachmont, reputed orderod to arrost Lobancse 
!inistors Abichahla and Arslan at Bishamun villages 
and the Ministorst “wvoluntcor guaratt of porhaps 500 
mon chiefly Drugo mountainoor supporters of Arslan 
Sizo of Fronch unit is not know by British or 
gjmorioan military sources, but it appoars to havo 
included six small tanks and armored (#), small 
contingont white troops and fowor Sonogalos, It 
moved into position during night near Ainonub 
hore follows substanco of clandostine ‘come 


muniqaue to Lobanese from hoadquartors constitution= 


£v6l96 AON 


al govornmont™ brought mo this afternoon 
"\t early hour today Froneh foreos undor come 
/ 
mand Fronch offisors consisting of tanks, arnorod 


cars 


812/00 ° 3068 
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=—2= #517, Novombor 17, 10 p.me, from Bolrut 
cars and units of Sonogalosc soldiors with machino 
guns and antiaircraft attacked hoadquartcrs of 
constitutional governmont. Attack was supportod 
by artillory firo 

Volunteor soldiors of Lebanosoc Government 
confrontod thom, countcrattacked Sencgalose van- 
guard, rcpulsod it and continued by pursuing main 
forcos which rotroatod, loaving dozons of doad and 
prisonors and some trucks and armorod cars burnt 
and smashod. French rotreatod to now positions at 
Litate Govornmont foreos proparing to dislodgo 
thoms" Conmuniquo obviously contains, as would 
be expocted, cloments Oriontal vagucnoss and cxage 
Qoration, Military Attache with two ‘Amcrican of 
ficors visitod n-ighborhood this aftornoon and 
spoke with group of armod "patriots" which include 
od Christians and Mosloms as woll as Druzos, Tncy 
wore hostilo until loarning nationality of officors, 
thon roadily told of threo hour ongagoment with 
casualtics of ono Druzo, four Fronchmon and ono 
tank turnod ovor and burned. Thoy oxpectod another 
attack tonights 

Lator reports from Boirut jrab sourcos aro 
along samo linos with added nows that French aro 


sholling 


a 


-3= #317, Novombor 17, 10 pem., from Boirut | 
sholling Bishamun with throo, light fiold gunse 
Sicmificanco of incidont 1s of course that it say 
vory possibly causo mountaincers to riso gonoral 
rovolt 

Dolcgations from Lobaneso Womonts Fodevation, 
Bar Association and National Congross calling on 
mo during day strossod tho (%#), Whilo maintaine 
ing intontion of cncouraging rosort to violonco 
only if attackod, thoy assortod pationce has its 
limit and askod rhotorically why should thoy thus 
projudico thoir causo, only stomming offoct of 
thoir rostraint boing to lend somblance of truth 
of Fronch statomonts (og. Gonoral do Lavaladots 
assortion to Cairo pross yostorday) that reports of 
Lebanose troublos woro oxaggoratod 

Thoso and othors exprossod hope that incident 
would convineo Gonoral Catroux, who arrivod this 
morning that situation was indood soriously ox» 
plosive and load him to tako prompt action to ro- 
Loaso arrcstod political loaders and reostablish 
status quo antce . Spoars told mo yostcrday that 
until arrestpos arc reloased he will scok no intore 
viow with him 


Day in 


422 


o4— #317, Novombor 17, 10 Peles from Boirut 

Day in Boirut was quictost sinco November 11 
and no roports of further disturbances in Sidon 
or Tripoli have boon rocoived, Shops remaincd 
closod and maybe oxpected to romain so, for this 
is traditional native gosturo of protost strike 

Bar Association has now joined shopkeopors, 
4ts Prosidont calling with conmittoe to inform 
mo that, as justico in its broador sonso had vane 
ishod from tho land, thoy had but stopped tho 
cogs of a dovitalized mochanism, Their docision 
wos to romain on strike until pong tt tubtonnl 
status quo anto bo roostablishod 

Armod military patrols continuc to police city 
and disperso poacoful domonstrations, \Vlomons Fodcra~ 
tion group, moro thas 500 strong, showod rcoal cours 
age in forging passage on foot against armod cor= 
dons to visit Mufti, \hon roproscntativos of group 
visited mo half hour lator thoy wore still dramate- 
ieally oxcited; cockod riflos, fixod bayoncts and 
machino guns thoy said had pointod thoir way many 
timos and Mufti himsolf had had to intoreedo with 
troops for thoir protection on thoir arrival at 


his houso 


Delcgation 


a5= #317, Novombor 7, 10 perie, from Boirut 

Dologation Goneral supported nowspapor 
LASYRIE appoaring today aftor four day voluntary 
suspension hailed approval of Catroux “soldior 
administrator diplomat" as bright augury for oarly 
scttlomont of disturbpnecs on basis of traditional 
FrancoeLobanoso fricndship; and samo thome wag 
stressod in paporés roport of Maronito patriarahs 
roturn yostorday to wintor quartors at Boirut 
whoro high Froneh civil and military authoritios 
woro in attendanso to vay him homago, Aftor lunche 
ing his boatitudo liftod his glass with vaguoly 
cryptie toast ®Long livo indopondones, long livo 
Franeo" 

Ropoatod Cairo, Baghdad, London, Jidda and 
slgiorse 


W..DSWORTH 
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aes Washington, 7 


US URGENT ROV 4 6 39 


Ah CaN CcO]}SUL 


ALGIANS (ALGERIA) 





Please urgently infora the i Committee of National 
1 


AAda. 
earned with estermbekment of 


ye1zZ/00°3068 


the. repressive action of the French authorities in the Lebanese 
Republic against the duly elected officials of thut Republic. 

(FOR MURPHY) It is difficult to understand how the #rench, whose 
country is now groaning under the heel of the invader, can be 
unmindful'ot the aspirations toward independence of another people. 
The recent acts of the French authorities in the Lebanese Republic must 
cast the gravest doubt upon the sincerity of the avowed declarations 
ofthe United Nations and this Government cannot permit itself to be 
associated in any way with such acts of repression. Unless therefore 

the French Committee of National Liberation takes prompt steps to 

restore the duly elected government of the Lebanese Republic and to 
implement the solem promises of independence given to the Lebanese 
people in the name of the French National Committee in 1941, the 
Government of the United States will be obliged publicly to announce 

its complete disapproval of the acts of the French authorities in 


the Lebanese Republic and to take such further steps as may appear 


N&/Sd 


Bee ee er ee 
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PREPARING OF MICS ‘TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL INDICATE WHE HER 


[7e) 
2 
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Full 
aie TELEGRAM SENT ‘ctioeiohl 
Charge Departments Bepartuent ana 
es of State 4 
Day letter 
Night letter Washington, 
Charge to =-D2e 
$s 
appropriate. 


We would take such action only with the utmost reluctance 
put we feel that it would be less detrimental to the united war 


effort than for us by silence to appear _tg,accept situation — 


nelemre anu 


PDS which is contrary » the aims and principles for me fighting 


Sent to Algiers. Repeated to Beirut, London, Cairo, for informa- 


tion of appropriate authorities. 


ont 
ee 
ful ac A/M ak bo 
11/12/43 Nei O24 
Accompanied by heotograph Z 
{AWG sven 
: ° 
yas to Code Room: Repeat to London as no. Z/S4; to Cairo as 


1DS4s and to Beirut as No. #2), 


Encighered by. _____.._— 


Seat by.qpereter —.._. _..... M.. -.  — 
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648, November 18, 5 pymy 
‘I was told last evening thot Redio Levant in “4 
its local Prench and Arcbio brocdecats of the. 

afternoon had annoumerd thet Mr, Hull denicd filing 

any protest at Algiers regarding Lebanese crisise 

This morning hicutenant Gassoun, American military 


censor visited Radio Levant and was shown text of 


612/00 ° 3068 


announcemente In translation from French it rend 
aa follows: 

“Mr, Cordeil Hull at his press conferenee on ral 
Tucsdey afternoon denizd categorically that the = 5 
State Department had made a protest to the French 
Committee of Liperation in Algiers in reg to the 
Lebanese s&tuation. 

Todny*s French gubsidized newspeper LA SYRIZ 
just agijvered ecrries an API Wcahjngton date Line ey 
news item, headlined "Americon State Department has 


ple 
2 
=e 
not protested on subject of hebanese affair™ and we 
reading Le 
® 


= 428 


=2= 318, November 18, .3 pem. from Beirut 


reading in translation as followst "Mr, Hull 
denied yesterday evening the news of foreign source 
according to which the Lepartment of State was said 
to have protested to the Committee of Algiers 
regarding the Lebanese offeir., Mr, Cordell Hull 
modg clear that only a suggestion was involved 

bag OP) scat quil stagit teet' simpl moms: ae- 
suggestion)". 

I presume this publicity 1s based on press 
agency interpretation of the Secretary's statements 
made at his press conference November 16 and 
reported in Radio Bulletin 276, 

Its local effect has been seriously disturbing; 
to my British, Iraqi, Egyptian and Belgian colleagues 
to whom as "appropriate authoritics", I have 
communioated substance of Department's 272, November 
12, midnight; to Lebanese political circles who have 
never doubted that we would protest strongly; and 
to me, for in my many convensotions of the last week 
I have said nothing to discourage belief that we 
had so protested, . 

IT have in fact on oocasion encouraged that 
belief, tog. when talking with authorized represents 
atives of Lebanese Parliament and of Vice Premier cnd 


other 


923 

ae 318, November 1£, 5 poem. from Beirut 
other ministers who, still ct liberty, hold 
themselves (with British, Iraqi, cond fgyptian ‘ 
recognition) to be constitutionclly Lebanon's sole 
legal government and who, by their consistent counsel, 
have held public retaliation to peoceful demonstrd- 
tien and protest (except in Bishamun encounter of 
November 16). 

Such encouragement has not unnaturally spread 
from them.to broader circles of political leaders 
and public, Throughout the troubled week our flag 
and uniform have been applauded wherever shown. 

Leaders and public clike have never before 
dissemination of these quoted news items conceived 
it possible that Americc would, in the theme of your 
telegram under reference, bE Junmindful" of their 
aspirations as to limits representations at Algiers 
te mere “suggestion”. 

I should welcome authority to show actual 
text of telegram under reference to hebanese polite 
dent leaders or otherwise on your instructions to 
recssure them that, in keeping with avowed decla- 
pations of United Nations, my Government is strong 


in its desire and is exercising its best endeavors 
to acheive 
»® 


4120 
~4te- 318, November 18, 3 peme from Beirut 


to acheive restoration of the duly elected Lebanese 
President, Government cnd Porlioment. 

It may be pertinent to add thet I am today in 
receipt of letter from “number of American citizens 
long resident in Beirut" who are "greatly exercised 
by recent events".. It is signed by leading members 
of Americcn Mission University and hospital. Other 
abridged quotations follow. 

Whot concerns us most is inevitable effect on 
hebonese estimate of integrity of Allicd promises, 
wor cims and Atlantté Charttr.. 

Lebanese have befn promised independence. de 
have witnessed events so out of accord therewith, 
4t is difficult to meet accusation they are but 
evidence of bad, faith. Inevitably unfcvorable 
reaction on American activities here is self- 
evident, we have lony enjoyed confidence of 
people, partly broause they believe in disinterested 
auppopt of Americc to their aspirations for inde~ 
pendence. 

we trust our Government may find way to cooperate 
to insure freedom and dignity of Lebanese Govern- 
ment and its untrammeled progress and future 


realization 


aay 
Go 
he 


“aS e 318, November 18, 3 pem. from Beirut 


realization of these aspirations. 
Repected to Londgn, Cairo, Jidda, Baghdad and 
Algiers. | 
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S19, November 15, 4 poelile 







Up. 
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Ment or SIME 


\ Lebuncse leader's reaction to we Gaulle's 
speech of November 16 regarding Lebancse question 
may be recapitulated os follows. 


He says it is only incident. This is insulting 


022/00 ° 3068 


to our aspirations for full independence. There is 


no lessening of our sense of outrage that our duly 


> 
S 


eleoted-:cresident, Government and Parliament hove 


aA 
S& 

=> 

as 


been dismissed by stroke of dictatorial pen. That 
retaliation has been limited to peaceful demonstrae 
tion popular protest is due only to 411icd Consel 
and qur own good sense in realizing thot we would 


prejudice our cause ana Allied efforts in our 


Ev6l - F 930 
Gy Ta 


yucy 


z behalf were we to resort to violence and insurgency, 


He soys this incident mist not be permitted to 








"DIVISION OF 
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jeopardize Allied war ¢ffort. That is simply taking 


POLITICAL. STUDIES 
V 3019 
ae 


DEPART 


| 


words out of Allies mouths From-him it 1s hypocrisy. 


W/s 


.It is he whe has already jeoperdized thet efforts 


Te 


zs 


He says 


Ss 


433 


“Ze #319, November 10, 4 Dem» from Beirut 


He says incident must be settled within formula 
of mandatory responsibilities of “roncee This is 
but uncompromising reiteration of what we have heard 
for many months, je claim mandatory regime wes 
ended by recognitions of our inde pendence. 

He says Catroux has come to settle incident. 

That cannot be done on his terms; on that basis we 
will not negotiate; and before negotiation of any 
sort our President, Government and Parliament must 
be restored to office. 

Supporting this composite view was formal oral 
statement mode me yesterday by deputation representing 
Lebanese Parliament. It had been charged to say 
that 25 deputies had met clandestinely, hed accepted ; 
proxies of 7 absentees thus forming quorum, and had Pd 
decided, s 

Parliament does not recognize for itself or any 
member right to negotiate for solution of crisis.e 

Paragraph 82 of constitution grants such right 
only to President and Government. 

Consequently no nerotiation can properly take 
place before restoration of constitutional powers 


to status quo ante November 11, 


Repeated 


434 


«3- vo19, November 18, 4 pem. from Beirut 
4 J A cai 2 


Repeated Algiers, London, Jiddea, Baghdad and 


Cairo. 


_ WADSWORTH 
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Replying to your note on Beirut's 321, November 18, 
I believe we made it quite clear, in a talk with Hayter 
of the British Embassy on Saturday, that there would be 
no wavering in our official views on Lebanon. We told 
him that we were frankly alarmed by an indication from 
Winant (London's 8050, November 18, 7 p.m.) that the 
Foreign Office might be contemplating weakening British 
demands by not insisting on restoration of the elected 
Lebanese officials. 


This same idea was implied in the attached query 
which went off to London Saturday night. 


It is my impression that general press reaction in 
this country has been preponderantly unfavorable to the 
French repressive action in Lebanon, and that the British 
estimate of public opinion, as reported, is exaggerated, 
I shall take advantage of the earliest opportunity to 
talk further with Hayter on this line. 


Paul H. Alling 
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It would appear from your 8050, November 18, 7 p.m. 
that in spite of the action of the British and American 
Governments in welcoming the recent establishment of an 


elected Government in the Lebanon, the Foreign office is 


contemplating a solution of the Lebanese situation which 


does not call for the restoration of the duly elected Lebanese 


Government and Parliament. 


of 


This is direotly contrary to the understanding of the 





British position we have received from the British Embassy 
here, which informs us that McMillan was specifically 
instructed on Novemberls that in demanding the release of 
the arrested Lebanese personalities, the British Government 


intended that they should be released not repeat not as 


fou, private persons but as President and Ministerg whereupon they 
ie would automatically resume their official status. 
20 19437, Please olarify immediately. rs ae 
mn Nf Sent to London, “ Repeated to Cairo, Beirut and Algiers 





/ 


for Murphy. Wa \y ‘ 02 
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#8050, November 18, 7 peme aie ArTAIRS 

The Foreign Office is disturbed that no clarifi- 
cation of the Lebanese situation has yet appearede 
The British Government does not have in mind on imme} 
dinte retum to the status quo ante but it does insist 
on immediate release of the arrested members of the 


Lebanese Government. This does not mean their 


122/00° 3068 


respmption at.once of outhority. The British Govern- 
ment does not feel that 1 complete return to the former 
situation would have a calming effect; in fact, the 
Foreign Office is of the opinion that the hotheads 

in the government would incite the Lebanese deputies 

to further oggerevations agninst the French. ‘hat 

the British Goverment apparently contemplates is a3 
a modus vivendi to carry the Lebanon through the wir Cc) 
period. This would mean ooncession by the French of ainda 


Sd 


a number of the powers which they have retained and 


AW 


which are entirely unnecessary in the conduct of the 
war. Nevertheless, ogrtain powers would be retained 


by the French v 


ey 


~2~ #8050, November 18, 7 peme from London 


by the French for obvious réasonse These ore security, - 
communications, ‘control of the frontiers, and certain 
gconomic powers: Although final approval has not bEEn 
given by the British Cabinet, if such approval is con- 
oecded it is the intention of the British to convey this 
suggtstion to Catroux, It is understood that Casey 
may fly to Beirut, and, if some settlement has not been 
reached by Sunday, the British will declare martial 
law in the Lebanon, but it 1s their wish to avoid thia 
4f possible. (The Forleg Office stated thot the De- 
partment had olready been informed of this possibilitys) 
In conclusion, the Foreign Office stated they are 
just as anxious to avoid misunderstandings and further 
diffioultics with the French over this affair as they 
ore to keep the Arab states from boiling over in indig- 
nation bgeause of the Frenoh behavior in the Lebanone 
Repeated to Algitrs, Beirut and Cairo, 


WINANT 


wy 
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ria ners oe . Or ay aes reports on 
20/ S206 
Lebanon situe tion ewhuntiig aw my/2000, November 8, 
10 a.m., Depertnent hes doubtless noted insistence with 
which officiel end unofficiel spokesmen here heve stressed 


tret in eddition to direct end forrel obligetions of 
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French end British, the United Stetes elso committed morelly 
by virtue of declerations of principles *s announced in 
sich documents as Atlentic Cherter end effirmed in 

speech of President end Secretary of Otete. View teken 
by Egyptians which believed charecteristic of Neer Fast 
in generel is thet cleen-cut cr se of violation of these 


principles efforded by Lebenese cese end now remeins 


er6l- 6 930 


to be seen whether decleretions thus publicly pro- 
cleimed end {%) propegeted in this eres by our publicity 
egencies wil] be trensle ted into action. 

Thus fer, “gyptians see Prench ecting by sending 
Catroux ond British by highly publicized menifeste tions of 


NS | 


cetion by their representetives in Algiers, Beirut end 


T 


ad 
Te 


Ceiro 


a) 
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-2= #2110, November 17, 2 pemey Som Cairo 


Ceiro, es well es by mech obviow#ly government inspired ° 
Fontificetion in London press but es yet there heve only 
been € few vegue end unconvincing reports of cny dis- 
pley of (Americen interest with result thet impression 
being crected rere tret fetter being trketed on be sis 

of treditionel power politics end considere tions 

of principle being. conveniently pe ssed over. 

Foregoing leads me to reise question of policy 
of silence in respect cf strong stend we have tcken 
on Lebanese question which if generslly known would 
surely enhence Americen prestige greetly in this erec” 
ind also give evidence of sincerity of United Netions 
principles, I realize, of course, thet cere should be 
teken not to inject ourselves into metter in such ¢ 
wey £8 to prejudicé progress towerd e solution consonent 
with oyr principles cnd thet for the reeson the tining 
end form of eny announcement on ovr pert should be cere- 
fully chosen. 

Such e pronouncerrnt might ¢1so include substence of 
Depertment's 1605, Octcker 28, & pem., outlining oir besic 
policy in respect independence, espire tion end coopere tive 
efforts of Arab Stetes in connection with sreb Union 
discussions which not vet termineted, 

It 1s of course not to be ignored, however, thet 


stigma 


426 


#3e, $2110, November 17, 2 gums, from Cairo 


stigme would probebly «ttech to us in Necr Eastern 
opinion if heving medz such & stetement we should find 
ourselves feced with ¢ settlement of the present crisis 
which might not be in accord with the principles we 


heve declered, 
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“RTMeNT of 31% 
Press accounts of events 4n Lebanon now more — 


supdued with most emphasis being placed on Casey's 
Bedrus visit, his conference here with Catroux 
yesterday and speoulations on latter's prospects 
of success with tendency being to wish him well but 
to insist on restoration to posts of imprisoned 
officials as essential first steps 

Relations vetween Egyptian Goverment and aa 
local French delegation further embittered however ae 


by publieation last night of delegate's reply to or 
November 10 letter (sce ny ose, November VW, 7 Saki, 
and latter's rejoindere Delecate protested strongly 
against publication of Nahas! letter without prior 
notification and also indirectly stigmatized Egyptian 


intervention by observing-matter one which could best 


ye be settled 
Ape 


MR. MuRane “ar 
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-2- #2103, November 16, 3 peme, from Cairo 


be settled by Lebanese and Frenchse To this l'ahas 
replied saying delegate evidently had exaggerated 
idea of his own importance since his functions were 
nothing more than acting as transmitting agent for 
ilgiers and reply of latter was given by brutal 
actionse . Nahas observed regrettable that such mani- 
festations of violence could not have contrivuted to 
victory by being directed to asether objective and 
concluded with uncomplimentary reference to disservice 
veins rendered French cause by persons having false 
sense of amour propree 

Despite appeal by Nahas, demonstrations continued 
here yesterday but police were out in force and crowds 
vere dispersed without difficulty except in Shubra 
area where reported one killed and thirteen injured 
in clash between police and demonstrators. 


REPEATED TO BEIRUT AND ALGIERS. 


KIRK 
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The attached memorandum prepared by LA (in collabora-' 
tion with NE) gives the essential background to Kirk's 
2108, November 17, 1 p. m. 


The essential problem is to find a method of ensuring 
American political and economic participation in Greece 
and the Balkans, despite the assignment of military re- 
sponsibility to the British. The British authorities 
have shown a disposition to interpret broadly this assign- 
ment of responsibility, and to welcome our participation 
only so far as American supplies are required{ unless we 
come in fully, including furnishing of combat troops, to 
which the military says a firm no). 


We proposed to the British on September 25 to name 
MacVeagh and Landis to the ATB (Administration of Terri- 
tories - Balkans) in order to be in on the body determining 
reoccupation political and economic policies. We have as 
yet no definite reply. However, Landis is working out a 
practical method of economic collaboration with the British 
at Cairo, which does not seem at variance with the policy 
lines laid down in’our 7501, November 11, to London, copy 
of which is attached. 


Administratively this question has run afoul of the 


FEA, OFEC, OHV, OLLA, OFRRO, reorganization. NE and Eu 
have consequently been carrying the ball so far, but LA 


is now in a position to take over on the e . 


Paul H. Alling 
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26CD S 31 8 Extra FROM 
jutica, wy] 253pm, Nov 18, 1943 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull, 
Washington. 
We are opposed to any change in the status of the Republic of 


Lebanon during present war your influence in that regard requested 


President(Joseph 8. Zogby Aziz K Mishalanie 
—_ 


Secy United Syrian Lebanese American Soctaty. 


Cputica NY. 


Nov 18= 345pm 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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Honorable Cordell Hull 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D. C- 
My dear Mr, Hull:- 
I am pleased to enclose herewith a telegram that I have 
just received from one of my constituents and friends down at Laurel, 


. Mississippi. You will note his request and I trust that if it is 


With appreciation, + am 


one Ore . 


TOB:mf 
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WESTERN UNION 
19435 NOV 16 
WAL16 DL=LAUREL MISS 16 1156A 
HON THEO G BILBO= 
US SENATOR MISS= 


THIS ORGANIZED AMERICANIZED OF LEBANESE DESCENT 
PROTEST STRONGLY THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE FRENCH DEGAUL 
COMMITTEE AGAINST THE INDEPENDENT LOVING PEOPLE OF 
LEBANON WE BEG YOU DEAR SENATOR TO LODGE OUR SINCERE PROTEST 
WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF THE UNITED STATES AS WE HUMBLY 
BEG FOR THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF THE ARRESTED OFFICIALS 
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF LEBANCN= 


GEORGE ASMAR PRES FRIENDLY CLUB LAUREL. 
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THESE INDEPENDENT AND FREEDOM LOVING 


Pacsiognt Faiewouy: 


a“ 


ee 2 


& $ 


, 


November 30,1088 


is acknowledged, reference fron the 
vite ne ee, ef your Celegran of * shane 1943 re- 


ees. tele te. im the Lebanen. Honorable 
¢. Biives ted States — from Mississippi, 
has alee referred % @ the Department of State your tele- 

gran of Neveuber 16. aféressed to him en the same subject. 


29, 1941, the Peveetnent, is a statenent 


On Novenber 
te the press, weleened the tone 
or and pedi phe toward = ag pe ie of 
the ogitinate tiene ef the Lebanese 
and Syrian » with the American Government 
and people al Sete Ser Wee Fe Sale 


nent ef sovereign 


sas Licensee | the veeeah some bo Lebanen, ‘ane inate 
ezonent sraseely sate e on known te 
aten' in in 


with its @ - %8 wae made clear that 6 
Goveranent that the reach ant 

independence st os in mind the military exigen- 
dee of tae civesin. 


Gineerely yours, 
Por the Sesretary ef State: 


BR. Wilder Spaulding 
Ghief, Division of 
Researeh and Publ ieation 


tr. George HN. Asmar, 
President, Priendly Club, pt 


A Copy « 


Laurel, Mississippi. the ed orig 


RP: Me 72es fal \ » 
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Wovornber 30, 1943 


4 a. to 


My Gear Senater Bilbe: 

3 have reeeived your letter of Neveuber 16, 1943, 
with whieh you enslesed a telegram from Mr. George XN. 
Aemer, President, Friendly Club, Laurel, Mississippi, 
regarding the resent crisic in the Lebansn. 

A copy is enclesed ef « letter on the subject which 
has been adéressed te Nr. Asmar by the Department. I an 
returning his telegram herewith fer year files. 

| Minesrely yours, 
Coraeld Suit 


°  } 
Se = Enclosures: WW 
Gy rene NY 5 
. 5 ‘ i \ 
dated 16, 1943. \\ 
2. To Mr. Aemer. as 
The Henerabie sf 
‘Gheotere @. Bilbe, ™ 


me ak) Waited Mates Senate. = A 
RP: KEC:cms V11/25/45 7 
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Mr. Hayter called and said that the Embassy had just 2 
received the second half of a two-part telegram regarding ‘ 
British action in the Lebanese crisis. He said that as 
far as he could make out from the partial information avail- 8 
able, which he was anxious to bring immediately to our atten- ww, 
tion, McMillan at Algiers had been instructed to take this Np 
matter up immediately and vigorously with the French Com- Nn 
mittee of National Liberation stating that unless it were “I 
promptly straightened out there would be "disagreeable con- 
sequences", The british demand, inter alia, (1) dismissal 
of the French Délécué Général, i. Helleu, and (2) release 
of the Lebanese officials arrested. 
ss 
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The Free French authoritiee in Syria and Lebanon have 
followed a course of unbridled and unjustified imperialism 
ever since they entered the States on British heels in 1941, 
bearing promises of independence, 


Their present brutally repressive action in Lebanon is 
worthy of Hitler, but certainly not of "la France civilatrice", 
Using Senegalese troops - a mark of special insult = they 
heve arrested the recently duly elected President and Cabinet, 
closed the Parliament, suspended the Constitution, declared 
martial law, and appointed a puppet Presidert, in the person 
of a French-eupported candidate whose faction was rejected 
by the Lebanese people in the recent electiins. 


3068 
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It 18 incredible that the French whose own country is 
over-run by & foreign invader, should show such little under- 
standing of the aspirations of another people to enjoy inde- 
pendence from alien domination, It is equally incredible 
that the French should not have coneulted the British and 
ourselves before taking action which is bound to injure the 
United Nations cause as much as the loss of a major battle, 


A great deal of the harm is trreparable. If we condone 
this French action, the declared aims and principles for 
which we fight will be discredited in the eyes of the whole 
world, If we publicly 4isapprove, German propaganda will 
have another opportunity to point at dissension among the 
Allies. It seems clear that the lesser of the two evils is 
disapproval of the French action, particularly since: 1) this 
agrees with our established and announced policies; and 2) 
German propaganda has already over-exvloited the Allied dis- 
sension angle. 


Consequently, 


GRD ow/ sa 
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Consequently, unless the French Committee at Algiers 
should promptly agree to restore the elected Lebanese 
officials and to take practical steps to implement 
Lebanese independence in accordance with ite promises, 

I believe this Government, after consulting the British, 
should issue a public statement deploring and disapproving 
the French action, and making clear ite own views on the 


hea, 


Paul H, Alling 
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Secretary of State 


W ‘ashington . t 





es; nes ia 


The orisis in the Lebanon is being card®ully followed 
by Mexican publid opinion and the local press is devoting 
conBidefable space to this question. 


The local Lebanese periodical AL <USTAS has protested 
energetically against acts of violence which have been com- 
mitted against the people, the constitutional government 
and the Independence of the Lebanese Kepublio, pleading to 
the press of the civilized world to defend the rights of 
Oppressed ares dn accordance with democratic principles 
and the spirit of the Atlantio Charter. ¥€ 


The Pro-allied Lebunese Committee met here on Noven- 
ber eleyenth protesting ageinst the French National Com- 
mittee of Liberation and sent essazes of protest to 
President Roosevelt, Priwo ijinister Churohill, General 
Charles DeGaulle and President lianuel avila Camacho. 
"France hes lost her best ally", stated idiguél bed, looal 
Lebanese leader, 


622/00 "3068 


The leading editorial in NOVED.DisS of today is devoted 
to this subject and the writer points out that Liexico has a 
special interest in the fate of the Lebanese Republio since 
Mexico 1s also a amall country, The editorial states that 
it.is an unfortunate coincidence that in this matter, as in 
eertain isexican affairs, the eueries of oocidentaliamo ure 
still active despite all declarations to the contrary. ‘hat, 
has happened, the writer states, is that DeGaullism has by 
its actuation caused its supporters to lose faith in its 


leaders, 


eral iS ANN 
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headers. in editorial in La PRENS« states; "Holy Lebanon, 
amall in size but j,reat in history, in this dranstio hour 
for your children, you shall not lack the good wishes of 
the people of good faith". 


EL POPUL.R states thet the oause of Lebanese independ- 
ence will be a test of the good faith of the Moscow Con-. 
ferenoe which guayenteed the right of self-determination, 


EXCELSIOR carries a adepaton from Rio de Janeiro 
dated November 14th in which it is stated that the basic 
communiqué of the delegate of the Frenoh National Com- 
mittee of Liberation in the Lebanon, Jean Helleu, was 
held two days by the Egyptian Government and later released 
only in part which is the reason for the general misunder- 
standing of the Frenoh position. 


without doubt ifexican public opinion and particularly 
the Mexican Government views these developments in the 
Lebanon with some concern, as they gonsider that a threat 
to a small Republic guoh as the Lebanon is fundamentally 
a threat to all small nations. 


Messersmith 
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MEXICO, D.F., MEXICO nov 25 uh 
224 
Your A-2603 / November 16, 
You may, in your discretion, inform any Mexican 
authorities who make inquiry that the French Committee of 


y National Liberation at Algiers was promptly informed that 


v REPRES* ve ls 


thie Government completely disapproved of the/ acts of the 
French authorities in Lebanon, It was made clear to thet 
Committee that this Government expected prompt steps to be 
taken to restore the duly elected government of that Republic 


and to implement the promises of independence, given in the 
name of the French National Committee in 1941 to the Lebanese 


people, 

Private inquirere may be informed that the American . 
Government and people have always been sympathetio with 
‘the aspirations of the Syrian and Lebanese people for the 


full enjoyment of sovereign independence (See Press Release 


Enciphered by .._._...____...-------- 
Sent by operator _.........-—. M., -...-.------—- cae Oil ct rae lee ts 
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of November 29, 1941, Department of State Bulletin no, 127 
of November 29, 1941); and that, following the recent 
events in Lebanon, thie Government promptly mate its 
position known to the French Committee of National 
Liberation in Algiers in accordance with ite established 
policy, making 1t clear that this Government hoped that 
the French and Lebanese could reach some agreement which 
would allow the Lebanese people full independence, bear= 


ing always in mind the military exigencies of the 


"hs 


situation, 


ae 





Sent by eperter ...... Ms, — as. 
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Seoretary of State 





al 
Prom} Dated November 18, 1943 
Reo'@ 4:18 a,me,19th 





Washington 


192, November 18, 5 pee 
A committee composed of Henfy Gemayel, Ae Me 


Yunis, Me By Salami, and D, A, Saad representing 
the Lebanese community Liberia called on me today 
and requested that following protest be transmitted 


to the Department at their expense: 
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0 d "The Lebanese community in Liberia records ite 
strongest protest against the illegal actions taken 
recently by the French authorities in Beirut by arresting 
their Preeident, the Prime Minieter and Cabinet 
Ministers not Son any crtme which they have committed 


but because of the exercise of their right in amending 


ow/Sd 


the Lebanon donasitution in accordance with their 
independence declared by General Catraux on the 26th 

day of November 1941, which independence has subse y 
been recognized. by your government, Great Britain es 
and the other Allied Nations through which the Frenne 
mandate over Lebanon and Syria was terminated. = 


Thies 


£6l 


-2- #192, November 18, 3 Pele from Monrovia 


This act of suppression on the nation’s sacred rights 
4s altogether contrary to the spirit of the Atlantic 
Charter and also to the principlee and ideals for 
which the Allied Nations are engaved in this bloody 
and terrible struggle. 

We therefore resepéctfully requested that Your 
Exoellenoy will tvenemit thie our portest by wire 
to your government and pray her immediate intervention 
fo as to put an end to the recent grave developments 
4n Lebanon and to save the bloodshed of innocence 
women children and a peace loving pattern thereby 
bringing about a satisfactory understanding as a 
protection of the accomplished independence of the 
republio of Lebanon", 

WALTON 

WSB 


NOV 27 4909 


Wo. Ib 7 


Te the Officer in charge 


of the American Mission, 


Monrovia. 


The Secretary of State refers to the Legation's 


telegram no. 192, of November 18, 1945, tranemitting, 
on behalf of a committee representing the Lebanese 
community in Liberia, a commanication regarding the 
resent crisis in Lebanon, The Minister is requested, 
in his discretion, to acknowledge this communication on 
behalf of the Department, stating as follewst 


890E. 


“On November 29, 1941, the Department, in a 
statement to the press, welcomed the proclamations 
of the indspendence of Lebanon and @ a6 a step 
toward the realization of the natu and legitimate 
aspirations of the Lebanese and Syrian peoples, with 

oh the American Government and people have always 
syapathized, for the full enjeyment of sovereign 
independenee.' 


"Following the recent events in Lebanon, this 
Governuent promptly made its position known to the 
French: Comal ties of National Liberation in Algiers 
in ascordanee with its establiahed pelicy. It was 
made clear that this Government heped that the French 
and Lebanese could reach some agreement which would 
allow the Lebanese people full independenes, bear 
ing siyare, ie mind the military exigencies of the 
situation. 
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General Hodmes called this momning for brie 
talk on situation and possible developments. He had 
discussed military situation with Catroux last night. 

Catroux said Helleu had octed "most harehly and 
inadvisedly.” Holmes and I agreed this was indication 
that Helleu is to be made scapegoat should De Gaulle 
back down from jee taken in his speech of November 


> 
16 (see my 319,/November 18, 4 peme) 
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gare Catroux had insisted he "might have time to 
settle matters.” Holmes commented that he tended to 


21/0 


agree and then mede substantially same point as Brigacier 
Hatton (see my/315, November 15, 9 pom.) as to 


fee} 4 


imal 
unwillingness to assume except as last resort commitments 


ow 
in nature of military government. ; Ls 
Holmés nevertheless asked Catroux “to be quick ac 


beccquse both countries are jittery and present situation Tv 
interferes with war effort." He commented that ourrer err ae 


interferes with night labor-shifts, thet he has had 
to bring 5000 
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-2— #520, November 18, 6 peme, from Beirut 


to bring 3000 labor troops to stand by case needed 


and to orgonize emergency railwsy, telephone and other 


-orewseand tie up considerable other personnele 


In Ensuing discussion we seem@ad agreed that future 
offers only two major alternativess De Gaulle will 
or will not yield to British demand that President 
Government and Parliament be restoreds It weemed 
improbable he would yield; this would fees declaration 
of martial Latte 

This in turn, Holmes added, would mean first 
ordering Frenoh troops to barracks and later sending 
them to North Africa, Some might even resort to mad 
dog tactics in their insensate conviction thit situation 
had been manipulated by British to oust French from 
countrye 

Algo disturbing, he said, was possibility of 
incidents between natives and French officials, minor 
employees and residents. ‘here were he estimated 
some 5000 French men, women and children in sountrye 
Many held minor posts in rallwoys, telephones, water 
works and other pulbic services, I said I believed 
that firmness on his part ang further gotnsed to local 
leaiers who had thus far shown good sense in restraining 
followers from use of violence could handle this aspect 


of probleme 
: Commenting on developments 


—— 
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Commenting on developments of delet eee in 
Resi with mrked disapproval that Spear's mission had 
arratns = hg@ndled news badly and frequently with exaggerations ; 


NOV 26 1943 





ae 








situation was bad enough without confusing it. I 
_opneurred saying it had almost made one lose sight 
| of forest (French suppression of constitutional life) 
ofr? for tho trees (their coup 4% ctat tactics and the 
general plothora of rumor and protost). 

In this connection please correct ono itom in 
recapitulation of casualties given in my 315, 
Novombor 15, 9 Petts, : 

“Charge of light tanks on Tripoli crowd," ‘this, 
Holmes said, was unfortunate exaggeration based on 
early police reports; one Bron gun carrior only nad 
gotton out of control killed threo and injured four; 
total casualties of enoowmnter, most scrious of tho 7 
week, had boon seven dead eleven wounded. 


‘ 


| tel casualtios Novembor 11 to 15 inclusive, Se 


according to Ninth Army verifiod records, woro 16 dead Y 
and 66 wounded ; earlier record of “approximately 140". tot#L 
used by Ondoy unfortunately included then unyerified report: 
from Mipoli and Sidon doctors, ‘That thero have, however, 







e number of unrécordod casualtios 


BIATGONW UF ys | (e.gs minor gunshot 
NOV 2 71943 
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Se #320, November 18, 6 péeg frdti Beirut 


Commenting on deve3epuedts of last week he said 
with merked disapproval thst Spear’s missfon had 
handled news badly and fpequentity with exaggerations; 
situation was bad enough without confuding ite rT 
concurred saying it had almost made one lose sight 
of forest (French suppression of consitutional life ) 
for the trees (their coup da’ etat tactios on the 
genernl plethora of rumor 1nd protest). 

In this connection please correct one item in 
recapitulatiem of casualties given in my 315, November 
15, 9 peme 

"Charge of light tanks on Tripoli crowd," This, 
Holmes said, was unfortunate exasperation based on 
early polioe reports; one Bren gun carrier only had 
gotten out of control killed three and injured four; 
total casualties of encounter, most serious of the 
week, had been seven dead eleven wounded, 

Total casualties November 11 to 15 inolusive, drrnactel 

ry racorele, Untrs (b chlemch Or wep 
according to Ninth Army (?)(66 wounded; (7) verified 
records, were one (%) of approximately 140" total used 
by Casey unfortunate ly 4neluded then unverified reports 
from Tripoli (2) on doatorsy. That there have, however, 


been considerable number of unrecorded casualties 
(e.g~2 minor gunshot 


ae 


co 
‘se 


-4— #320, November 18, 6 pets, from Beirut 


(Evge minor gunshot woundings of demonstrators treated 
in their homes) was readily admitted. 

I asked if there was any speoial point he wished 
me to telegraph Department. He said no; he had only 
come in for a talk. 

From Amerioan Military Intelligence officer f 
learn that two additional British motorized divisions 
are being moved into Lebanon. He intimated that with 
their arrival sweat in Lebanon will be roughly 25,00. 

Repeated to Cairo; London, Algiers, Jidda, Baghded. 

W..DSWOR TH 
NE 


Repetition r«quested on garbled porttone. i 


449 
TELEGRAM ae 


Be irut 





this telegram met be 
closely paraphrased ay From Dated Novembe pn ‘1943 
cate 







ban CAL RON 
7) 
wanay ear. 


2 11843 ) 


/ 
/ 








Secretary of. Bt asad Pay 
AS RK a 


. NOV 2 01943 
as DIVISION OF 


| _NEAR £, TERN 
32g, November 10, 12 aqme gy ne 





yp STE 
Refer last paragraph my/517, November 16, 10 poeme 
Yesterday's French pubsidizea LA SYRI€ featured 
visit paid by Catroux preceding afternoon to Maronite 
Patmiarch, reporting dake, after being greeted by 
address rendering homage to FroncoLebanese friendship, 


he had long and friendly interview with His Beatitude. 


z2¢2/00 ° 3068 


He had previously called officially on "ppes ident" 
Edde, military honopa. being rem@ereds 

These and other reports indicating that Catroux 
since his arrival November 16 has been endgavoring 
to split Lebanese opinion on former Traditional Christ 16h 
va Moelem lines led head of British seourity mission ‘2 5 


exel- 


to onll on me for chat, He was well aware that, Were 
Crtroux to gain Patelarch's support, latter's influence : 
among simple mountain village folk who form majority a 


of 320,000 Maronite Christians, one third of country's aN 
ch 
population, would go far towards achieving this end, , ~ 
- . Hig ohlef donoern ie 
“DIVISION OF 2 
POLITICAL STUDIES | tx} 
NOY 3.0 1944. S 
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-2- #322, November 19, 11 oeme, from Beirut 


His chief concern was that, were this manoeuvre 
to be successful, current threst of general revolt 
agcinat Frenoh authority would be transformed into 
ona of internecine strife; that result might be 
indefinite maintenance in Lebanon of French central 
vuthority and Edde regime. in that event, he conoluded 
“ghow will blow in Syria" where strongly nationalist 
government, seeing in such result preoedent for its 
own possible overthrow, will act on prinoiple that 
attack is beat defense. 

I said I too had been keenly interested to learn 
eatriarch's attitude; he wigs medieval in outlook, 
senile and influeneed by his entournge, severnl of 
whom were known to be unoompromisingtyeommitted to 
French perotention as only hope for safeguarding 
Christian preeminence in Lebanon and their own prestige. 
I had reason to doubt, however, that Catroux's manoeuvre 
would gucceed, 

Sonkato Mara hid interviewed patriarch day preceding 
Catroux visit, Keynote hid been that His Beatitude 

*waw not in favor of continuation of mandate regime" 

put wanted “independenoe under joint guarantee of United 
Stctes, Britain and France, = really independent state 


not port of arab Federation” in which it would become 
‘just part of 


453 
wi 
<3= $322, November 19, 11 aem., from Beirut 


"just part of Moslem state." He had, however, deplored 
that "things were done so rashly. Catroux's declaration, 
had promised independence after the war." 

Even better testimony had been brought me by 
Presdient Dodge of AUB. From reliable Maronite sources, 
he had it that leading Beirut Maronites had persuaded 
Hie Beatitude to take courageous stand for inde pendences 
An important fact was that ost of his Archbishops 
strongly supported Presadent of Republic, himself a 
leading Maronites- Dodge felt that "if England and 
USA could give guaranter they would keep Lebanon frop 
being dminiahed or imposed upon by Moslem influences, 
he would gladly accept them instead of France," 

A third report wee from leading Beiput Maronite 
who visited patriarchal seat after Catroux visit. He 
hed it from Patriarch!s sroretary that Hys Beatitude "was 
strongly antieFrenoh duping the interview" and that 
in this he had been strongly influenced by Beirut 
Archbishop Muberak, Latters view that French coup 
a! gtat could not -e tqlamatedy that it was coup de- 
folte which might well lead country to revolution, 


was reported in my 311, November 11, 8 poem, 
: I have reported 


Ary 


ara 


o40 #588, November 39, 11 aeme, from Beirut 


I have reported on this aspect of problen this 
fully because of its intrinsic importance in this land 
of century old seotarian strife and because, if in 
truth, Patriarch now supports popular demand for 
‘peatoration of Khourt-Solh Yr: gime, Catroux may counsel 
graceful yielding by Algiers Committees 

Repected to ilgiers, London, Jidda, Cairo and 
Baghdad. : 

WADSWORTH 
NK 
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Press noticos of politioul aisturbanous in the 
lebanon have caused great ind tion unong the inpor- 
tant Lebanosye colony in the Oan Hepublic. Un. 
aovembor 12, Solomon a. wu or, @ oun oitiz 
of Lebanese ancestry, Viretor of the magazine Liat 8a, 
printed u leaflet contulning a Tiory denunciatio: 
General DeGaulloe and the french Committee of ilutional 
Liberation. ‘The protest wus addressed to the Govern- 
nents of tue United States and Groat uritein, tne 
Governwats of tho vther duiuccrutic natluns, as well as 
to the President of tho vominioan Hepudlis. after cute 
lining certain heroic uvents of iebanose Listory he 
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concludes: 
for” WI, as @ person of Lubunuse origin und us 4 
desoundant of that ruce which tarvugh uany ceun~ 


turies has suffurod for its iiberty, protest 
energeticully and invity exch Lobaneso wierevor 
he may be. and ‘all descondunts of wobdunuse tu 
protest against the crininal outruge Se ® 
by General Charles DeGuulle in his capacity as 
prosident of the French Comittee of wational 
idberation and who, instead of instructing nis 
benesygalese to tariiot such an oxocrable und 
unjust abuse, sould usve sont tien to rurie 
to inprison tac Gurnan volmmader who Governs 
that gountry." 


Soheker eads his protest by doclarinug tusat in view of 

such a deod us is roturning tu tue local Kopresuntutive 

of General DoGuulle the devoration “acadenio Palm" whieb 

was conferred upon fopeares io 1938. iiis closing 
CF sION OF | words” F 
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Uludad Trujillo, D. R. a~_600 


words uro, “Long live the Dominican hopublic; Long live 
Lngland and sgypt; Long live tie Repuolio of Lobunon". 


abrahan J. la.oury, Prosiaent of the Free ¥ronch 

Sub-Comilttee at Harahone, Vominicun Rupublic, addressed 
@ telegram on Novombor 15 to Charles de wadesurt, Presi-~ 
dent of the Free srench Comittee in the Doninican Re- 
publio, in which hoe informed hin that owing to the vvents 
now taking pluce in tne lebanon he tendered bis rusignau- 
tion and protested against tue uduse inflicted upon the 
President of the Lebanon xepubdlic and his Cabinet. He 
adds, “It ie strunge tuut witu #eunco oocuplied, oppressed 
and looking towards its freodon, i% sivould also oppress 
a defenseless nation, thus violating the principles of 
the atlantic Charter.” 


{ 
In an editorial published in the goveranuont~ountrolled 
ma Of Wovenber 13, upprehension wus exprossea 
er the tense situation cruated in tho Near kust by 
the action of the French authorities. It stated, howuvor, 
that bofore passing judgment on such arustio measures it 
ip necvsesary to hoar what explanations the Yrenoh National 
Comilttees at algiors can subnit to Justify then. Tie 
looal Free french group published in *s issue 
of slovenber 15 au explanation of tho dis ces in 
the iebanon which was so vague und evasive that it is 
galid to have irritated tue Lobunvuse ull the wore, 


It is of interost that tne Syrians in the Douinican 
Republic have nut joined the Lebanese in their olunor 
against the Yreach authoritios. Sune byrians even sou 
to. bo inwardly pleused over the troubles whica Luve po~ 
fallen thuir Lebanese brothren. 


although the indignation of the iwbanese is now 
direoted solely aguinst the ¥runoh they seem to be none 
too pleased over the prospect of Groat dritain vatering 
tho field as pacifier. 


As soon as the Dominican Governmont learned of 
soheker's leaflotof protest, tho distribution was prohi- 
bited and they were confiscated. Scheker wus roprinmanded 
by the Gidef of rvolice ror ib oon, gee: to disturb tae peace 
by agitation of foreiga politi problens. The pecretary 
of state for Interior and volice informed a uguber of ny 
staff that bis Governnent would not purnit the agitution 
of this quostion for the sune reason. I a oot aware that 
the looal Delogate of tue algiers Comittee bas becow 
involved in 8 issue, 


WaRRt 
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Dear lr. seeRatary 


The Lebanon League of 
Progress, an organization founded in New ‘York 
in 1911 by American citizens of Lebanese ex- 
traction to help Lebanon achieve it's itnde- 
pendence, views with great concern the present 
developments threatening th> strueture of that 
independence now achieved, As American citi- 
zens, we pray our Government at the 
world turmoil to use it's weighty 
to help stabilize conditions in the Republic 
of “ebanon on the basis of the Atlantic Charter 
and support Lebanon in it's right to the enjey- 

od ment of it's independence, 





ab¥ We respectfully submit that 

4 no consideration of expediency at this stare of 
world affairs should be permitted to introduce 
any basic change in the present republican form 
of government in Lebanon, to the end that it's 
inhabitants after the war andi during the peace 
negotiations be allowed to decide their own des- 
tiny, in an atmosphere of security and by the 
exercise of their full freedom of choice, ahd 
free from the fear of threat or coercion from 
whatever source it emenates, 


This coursé appears to us 
the most conducive to future stability. It is 
based on the consideration of elementary jus- 
tice, which we are confident that our Govern- 
ment, in it's capacity of the leader of demo- 
cracy in this great struggle, will not hesitate 
to see applied to the case of our native land, 
the Republic of Lebanon, 


y¥ Respectfully yours 


, 
PARes ee. pakapp Saul Merah, “ 
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sULLY 
President Franklin Delano Rooseveqe*™ 0 T8 rae 
Executive wansion pw SNTt 
Washington, D. C. ae 
Dear tir, President: quoresary 10 0? 


The Lebanon League 
of Progress, an organization founded in 
New York in 1911 by American citizens of 
4ebanese extraction to help Lebanon achieve 
it's independence, views with great concern 
the present developments threatening the 
structure of that independence now achieved, 
As American citizens, we pray our Government 
at this stage of world turmoil to use it's 
weighty influence to help stabilize condi- 
tions in the Republic of Lebanon on the basis 
of the Atlantic Charter and support Lebanon 


in it's right to the enjoyment of it's inde- 
pendence, 


We respectfully submit 
that no consideration of expediency at this 
tage of world affairs should be permitted to 
introduce any basic change in present repu- 
blican independent form of government in Le- 
banon, to the end that it's inhabitants after 
the war and during the peace negotiations be 
allowed to decide their own destiny, in an at- 
mosphere of security and by the exercise of 
their full freedom of choice, and free from 
the fear of threat or coercion from whatever 
source it emanates, 


This course appears to 
us the most conducive to future stability, 
It is based on the consideration of elementary 
justice, which we are confident our Government, 
in it's capacity of the leader of democracy in 
this great struggle, will not hesitate to see 
applied to the case of our native land, the Re- 
public of Lebanon, 
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Respectfully yours 
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My voluntary comment on Londonte fros0 November “18 ¢ 


7 Pem@e repeated here is that the expedient apparently 


under consideration fe immoral in concept and pernicious 
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Beirut a ¥ 
telegram must be 
ely paraphrased be- Dated Novemb 8, 1945 
fore being communicated : 
4 to anyone, ($C) Rec'd 1 p,m, }9th 
Secretary of State whe 
: : |p 2 31943, 
Washington 2 36 ' piviston OF 
side. 24 | EAR EASTERN AFF 
ail 21, November 18, midnight 
iw AY Speare has told me of his hour's talk with 
U Catroux yesterday. It followed letter in which 


Spears protested etrongly against previous day's 
armed French attack on Biehamun village in endeavor 
to arrest Vice Premier and Defense Minister "whom 
we consider only legitimate government of Lebanon". 
Letter added "in circumstances you may wiah to see 
me". Catroux accepted, 

Speare eummarized their talk ae “cordial bud 
rs eterile*®, As in talk with Holmee reported in my 
| immediately preceding telegram, Catroux began by 
: saying Helleu had exceeded his instructions. He 
added "tle can, however, be underetood for there are 
many French here with strong mandatory outlook", 

On Bpear's pressing him to proceed at once 
“as he understoed had been promised MacMillan in 
Algiers® to release of President and four arrested 
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This telogram must bo ‘ 
closoly parapkrasod bom Datod Novembor 18 1945 
foro boing communicatod ONE 
to anyono, (3C) Roota 1 ppmga: : i oye 


Soorotary of Stato, 







Washington, 






|_wean tastes AFFA 
321, Novombor 16, midnight 
Spears has told mo of his hourts talk with 
Catroux yostordaye It followed lottcr in which 
Spears protcstod strongly agninst previous day's 
armod Fronch attack on Bishamun villago in ondcavor 
to arrust Vico Promicr and Dofonso Ministor "whom 
wo considor only logitimeto govornmont of Lobanon" 
U1) Lottor addod "An circumstancos you may wish to oco 
ql “4 mo", Ontroux accouptode 
Spoars summarizod thoir talk as "cordial but 
~~-ptarglot, as in talk with Holmos reportod in my 
‘1 diately proceeding tclogram, Catroux began by 
Syeffine Hollow had oxcoodod his instructions, Hoe 
od "this can, howovor, bo undorstood for whereas 


= y u roioh horo with strong mandatory outlook! 


On Spoarts prossing hiy..to procood at once 





las ho wndorstood had boon proftisod MacMillan in 
algiers" to roloaso of prosidoant and fow: arrestod 


Ministers, 
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ele PS2be November lay midnight, from Boirut 
Ministore, Cxtroux:roplicd ho had no knowlcdgo of 
any suck undortaking or of timo limit on his 
offerté™ had thoro boon and ho Imow thoroof, ho 
would no& havo comes 

Spoors soid ho had usod Catrouxts prospoctivo 
arrival and his own knowlodgo of ilgicrs agroomcnt 
os basis for urging Lobanoso loadors to rofrain 
from violoncos if now Catroux failod to act accord- 
ingly “Pronch position in country would bo irrc~ 
triovably lost® Gatroux domurrod, saying ho had 
bost fly back to jlgiors unloss givon froo roin 
to nogotLato. Spoars insistod, howovor, that do= 
mondod action was his “only out". 

Spoars askod on what logal authority arrusts 
hod boon madoe Catroux hositated, thon assurtod 
4t was "undor mandatory authority of Franco” 

Finally, Spoars said that, as ho saw no hope 
for oarly action along linos of his govornncentts 
undorstanding, ho must ask that Catroux arrange 
promptly for him to visit Prosidont and Prenmior 
of Govornmont to which ho was accroditod, Catroux 
hositatod, finally rofusod. 

Spoars commontod to mo it was cvident Catroux 


will 


144 


#3 $321,’ Noyombor 184 midnight, from Boirut 
will continuo to asgort Fronch position, which 
ncithor Lobanon nor Syria will accopts also that 
he will go to any longth to sovo FPronch prostince 

Spoars thon showod mo copy of tologram gont 
Porcign Offico by British Embassy in Washington 
roporting on j,morican roaction to Lobanoso criside 
Its conclusion was to offoct that although imorican 
opinion might bo dividod as botwoon rights of French 
vs Lcebanoso, it would probably bo a "good doal moro 
unitod in suspocting British motivos"», 

Spoars oommontod that Foroign Offico's acuto 
sensitivonoss to smoricin opinion is notorious; 
ho hopod this Splagren would not load to watoring 
of British domands; ho impliod adroitly that 
Department might wish to ruassure British embassy 
of its own scriousnoss Of purposbo, 

Concluding he cvon moro subtly gave mo to wndcre 
stond that in his considorcd viow do Gaullo will not 
ack agum, that consoquontly oxplosivo naturo of 
local gituation will so intonsify as to render incs- 
eapablo conclusion that carly armed British intor= 
vontion will bo nvcossary to safuguard internal 
sceurity and illiod war vffort; consoquontly onc 


might 


4 
-¢= #321, Novombor 13, midnight, from Beirut 44 


might not unrocasonably anticipato declaration of 
British morticl law this wook ond. ‘ 
; .-Ropoatod to Cairo, London, -.lgicrs, Jidda and 
Baghdad, 
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My dear Mr. Secretary: at 





I enclose a self-explanato: elegram, 
00 dated November 18th from the Sons of LeBanon Society, 
ye Stratfield Hotel, Bridgeport, Connecticut. I shall 
P qo appreciate receiving whatever advices you deem to be 
<¢ appropriate, in order that I might make reply. 


Thank you very mach for your courtesy, 


Faithfully yours, 


i 


JOHN A, DANAHER 
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WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM 


WA18921 - BRIDGEPORT CONN 18 #336P 
SERATOR JOHN A DANAHER 
SENATE BLDG. 


WE SUPPORT VIEW OF LEBANON LEAGUE OF PROGRESS THAT NO 
CHANGE BE MADE IN THE STATUS OF LEBANON DURING THE WAR. 


SONS OF LEBANON SOCIETY. 


In i 4 refer to 
RP 890E,00/237 


My dear Senator Dansher: 

I nave received your letter of Novender 19, 1945, 
with which you enclosed a telegram of November 18 from 
the Sons of Lebanon Sesiety, Stratfield Hotel, Bridgeport, 
Connectieut, regarding the resent crisis in Lebanon, 

A copy is enclosed of a letter on the subject which 
has been addressed to the Society by the Department. I 
am returning the telegrem herewith for your files. 

Sincerely yours, 


nerhelh oss 


Enclosures Ine 
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1. Prem Sons of Lebanon ‘ 
aasnewy, November 16, 1943. / 


+ \s 2. ‘Yo Sons of Lebanon Sosiety. gg 
“ * “3% * ys 
° g * iC a Henorable 7 
“*y, “Gq Jenn A. Danaher, \ 
ey \ 
“ir United States Senate. \ 
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Honorable Cordell Hull 
Secretary of state 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Mr. Secretary: 


I enclose herewith «debi 
I have received from yr. Fred 
ri) Ko » Secretary of the iean Syrian 
pg! Lebanese Society of West Virginia, re- 
946 garding the Free French Leboneso situation. 
I shall appreciate your informing me what, 
if any, action has been taken in this 
matter. 


Kindly submit your response in 
duplicate. 


With kindest regards, I an, 


Most sinoerely yours, 


Oise 


| Fool 
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WESTERN UNICH 


1943 Nov 18 PM 11 12 
JhA44 NL@CHARLESTON WVIR 18 


HOW HARLEY M KILGORE= 
SENATE OFFICE BLDG WASHDO= 

COPY OF CORDELL HULL TELEGRAM. THE AMERICAN SYRIAN LEBANESE 
SOOIETY OF WESTVIRGINIA VIGOROUSLY PROTESTS THE ACTION OF 
THE DE GAULLE FREE FRENOH COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATICN 
IN ATTEMPTING TO PERPETUATE THE OLD FRENCH POLICY oF 
DOMINATION TOWARD THE PEOPLE OF LEBANON. WE RESPECTFULLY 
REQUEST THAT YOU USE YOUR INFLUENCE IN APPLYING THE PRINCIPLES: 
OF THE ATLANTIC CHARTER IN A SOLUTION OF THE LEBANESE 
PROBLEM WITH A VIEW TOWARD FREEDOM FROM FRENCH DOMINATION 
WHICH WAS PROMISED TO THESE PECPLE IN 1941. RESPECTFULLY 
YOURS= 

SECRETARY FRED KOURY 412 BANK CF COMMERCE BLDG. 


1941 8=6412 


In 
RP 


S000 


3 1b43 


a 


My Gear Mr. Koury: 


Tae Honorable Harley M. Kilgere, Lag gl States 
Senater from Veet Virginia, has referred te the 
Department of State your telegram of November 18, 1943, 
regarding the recent erisis in the Lebanon. Your teléfran 
en the eubject addressed te the Secretary of State has 
alse been received. 


On November 20, 1941, the Department, in a statenent 
te the presse, weleomed the proelamations of independence 
of Lebanen and as a step toward the realisation of 
the natural and legitimate aspirations of the Lebanese 
ané Syrian es, with whieh the American Gevernnent 
and people have always sympathized, for the full enjoy- 
ment of sovereign independence. 


ag the reeent events in Lebanon, this Gevernaent 
Frat Re nade ita greet known te the French Comaittee of 
Liberation in ters in accerdance with ite estab- 
peliey. It wae @lear that this Government hoped 
re the Freneh and Lebanese could —_— ~— agreenent 
— would allew the Lebanese people ful 
amare in mind the military sulneaetes of the 


aaa 
Sineerely yours, 
For the Seeretary of State: 
BR. Wilder Spaulding 
@aief, Division of 
saw Reeeareh and Publication 


Mr. Fred Koury, Secretary, 
American Lebanese, Society of West Virginia, 
Si2 Bank of Commerce Building, 
Charleston, West Virginia. 
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In refer te 
@ -00/238 


My Gear Senater Kilgere: 

I have received your letter of Nevenber 19, 1943, 
with whieh you enelesed a telegram of Bevenber 18 fron 
Mr. Pred Keury, Seeretary of the American Syrian Lebanese 
Seeiety of West Virginia, regarding the recent crisis in 
‘Wm. Ledenen. 

As you requested, twe eopies are enelosed of a letter 
em the object whieh has been addressed to Mr. Keury by the 
Bepertaent. I an returning his telegram herevith for your 





files. 
Sineerely yours, 
OerdslL liu. 
Baeleseres: 
1. Prem Br. At 
ag | Se app ai 
2. Te Mr. Keung. ro ae 
The Henerabie 
gale 
rat 19430 Bevley KH. Eligere, 
ie ane Waited States Senate. 
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I'am pleased to t yfnsmit herewith gram just 
received by me from Mr. Nicholas DeBa, President, LeBanon American 
Club, Jacksonville, Florida. 


He protests against current disturbances in 
(ab for Lebanon and suggest no change at this time in the political status 


of Lebannn, 
a Ze a 


Lex Green 
Member of Congress 
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WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM 


WAL9 - JACKSONVILLE FLO 19 947A 
HON LEX GREEN 
HOUSE OFFICE BLDG. 


WE EARNESTLY PROTEST AGAINST CURRECT DISTURBANCES IN LEBANON 
WHICH THREATEN EXISTING INDEPENDENCE OF THAT REPUBLIC CAUSING 
RIFT BETWEEN OUR ALLIES AND PLAYING INTO HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES. 
RESPECTFULLY URGE YOU, TOGETHER WITH ALL OF FLORIDA'S CON+ 
GRESSIONAL DELEGATION, TO USE YOUR GOOD OFFICES IMMEDIATELY 
WITH STATE DEPARTMENT TO PREVENT ANY CHANGE IN THE POLITICAL 
STATUS OF LEBANON HERETOFORE EXISTING UNTIL VICTORY IS 
ACHIEVED AND THE PEOPLE MAKE THEIR OWN CHOICE UNDER THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE ATLANTIC CHARTER. 

LEBANON AMERICAN CLUB, NICHOLAS DEBS, PRESIDENT 


25 


In reply refer to 
RP 290b.00f259- 


My dear Mr. Green: 

I have received your letter of November 19, 1943, 
with which you enclosed a telegram of November 19 from 
Mir, Nicholes Debs, President, Leban ” ‘merican Club, 
Jacksonville, Florida, regarding the recent crisis in 
Lebanon. 

A copy is enclosed of a letier on the subject which 
has been addressed to Mr. Debs by the Department. I am 
returning his telegrem for your files. 

Sincerely yours, 


“IF Hs 
Enclosures! 
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&; House of Representatives. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 





ELK Beirut 
This telegram must be i 
closely paraphrased be=-FRom Dated November 49 


fore being communicated 
to anyones (SC) 


ary of atate 






We shington \ 





bea, November 20, 5 peme 33 1942 


(SEC. ONE) STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL « Then v 

I received your sect tpt ones 18, 9 Pam, 
yesterday afternoon but deferred making request to 
see Catroux until this noon a8 I wished first to 
learn results of meeting late yesterday afternoon 

0 between him and Casey who had flown here from Cairo 


g4 (4: especially to sEE hime 


Yesterday forenoon Cetroux gave press conference 


to foreign correspondents. I peliteve Department 
will find of interest Soniato Mara's cabled account 
thereof; highlights of his remarks were: There has 
been misunderstanding between Lebanese Government 
and French authorities, but there is hope that after 
mutual concessions settlement will be reached. 

It ie obvious no one can stay in jail for ever 
(this on question 48 to release of arrested Lebanese 


S President and Ministers). 
Ix ee © fe oF ve Britain 


a ae’ i! Bit. Fae aa! ; a ba 


Xe 
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e2- #324, Movember 20) 3 pams from Beirut 


Britain recognized in 1941 our preeminent 
position in Syria and Lebanon; we were entrusted 
with administration of this part of world, while 
British troops were to be in charge of conduct of 
ware 

Thig is conflict between us and Lebanese, 
and it is our duty and right to settle it. 

Intentions on both sides have not been so bad 
(this on question as to Helleu's responsibility for” 

troubles). 

To me this did not seem, except possibly for 
second cited remark, to offer much hope for Anglos 
French detente. Certainly it did not lead Casey 
to modify text of aide memoire he handed Catroux 
late yesterday afternoon, Summary of this perhaps 
historic document follows: British demands made 
at Algiers November 15 were replacement of Helleu 
and immediate release of Lebanese President and 
Ministerss 

In British view, it 4s essential they be 
released and revert to their status prior to crisis. 

Ie Algiers Comaittee accept, British Government 
proposes conference between Lebanese Government and 


Catroux, 


ID 


30 #324, November 20, 3 p.sm. from Beirut 


Catroux, under British auspices, on neighboring 
British territory, to seek modus vivendi in 
Lebanon for war periods 

Failing compliance by 10 caeme, Monday, 
November 22, British martial law will, on grounds 
of military necessity, be declared which will involve 
taking over Lebanon by British CommandereineChief 
Middle East or by General commanding Ninth Army as 
his deputy. 

Failing relecnse of tresident and Ministers by 
that hour they will be released by British. 

If declaration of Eritish morticl lav be found 
necessary, this would have no political implications 
nor, in particular, denote intention to substitute 
British for French Influence in Levant States. 

British Legation Oounselor who gave me copy of 
aide memoire in strictest confidence, tells me 
Catroux received and discussed it calmly, recognizing 
it as an ultimatum (mis en demeure) requiring 
immediate reference to Algiers, 

Discussion centered primarily on its "extreme 
stiffness" to which Casey replied time limit must 
stand, ond on meaning of British martial law, in 


which 


e4u #524, November 20, 3 pems from Beirut 


which connection Casey gove full explanation as to 
what its application would entail. 

Catroux then spoke of the "too great blow" which 
French prestige would suffer were Helleu to be 
recalled, to which Casey suggested that such recall 
would be both "face saver to National Committee” and 
in best French interests because Helleu would 
_ obviously be worst possible person to conduct 
envisaged Franco-Levanese negotiations even if ufider 
calming British auspices. 

Finally Catroux attempted same tack as Massigli 
used when receivin; your instructions from Murphy 
(sce Algiers 1990, Uovember 13, 6 pom.) isc. that, 
if he be bullied or French position be not given 
proper consideration, France would have to withdraw 
and as Catroux added, place its case before bar of 
world opinion. Casey's unsympathetic reply was 
that this would seem to imply that France was not 
prepared to remain in hevant States unless it 


retain dictatorial powere 


WADSWORTH 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
PL Cea 
This telegrom must be 


closely paraphrased be- 
fore being communicated FROM 


to anyone. (SC) Rec'de 4229 poems 


Beirut 


Seoretary of State, 
Washingtone 


US URGENT 

324, November 20, 3 pem. (SECTION TWO) 

Another noteworthy development of the day, though 
overshadowed by foregoing, was fourth clandestine meeting 
of Lebanese deputies, held at House of Mufti. It took 
note of disturbing reports of Catroux's maneuverings 
(more extensive than those referred to in my 522, 
November 19, 11 a.ms¢) to sow discord between Christians 
and Moslems and decided that all deputies would meet 
tomorrow at Bishamun with "legitimate" Governments 
Authorized spokesmen of deputies informed me further 
as follows: 

Deputies felt growing uneasiness at two trends 
4n situation: first, impatience of younger leaders to 
foment general strike or insurrection ageinst French 
and, stcond; natural murmuring among small shopkeepers, 
whose. only livelihood was their profit on trade, against 
apparently indefinite closing. 

On both scores they said, time militated against 


continued suocess of leadtr's policy of peaceful 


demonstrations 


Dated November 20, 1943 


etd esti atto 


4€5 


eRe #524, November 20, 3 pem\ from Beirut (SECTION TWO) 
demonstrations end protest without violtnct. Conse~ 
quently they would consider other methods, possibly 
countrywide coup d'etat to ‘take over all strictly 
Lebanese Government services, fram police and gen- 
darmeric posts (most of whose mm were with them) to 
distriet govemorates. 

No war project, they insisted or service contri- 
buting to war effort would be molested. They felt con- 
fident Syrian as well as Lebanese troops escially would 
refuse to use force against them; they could simply be 
taking over from illegitimate Edde authority what was 
by right their own. 

Elsewise, situation has remained outwardly calm, 
and labor troubles of British Commodore mentioned in my 
315, November 15, 9 Pom, have been satisfactorily 
settled. . 

Repeated to Algierse 

END OF MESSAGE. 


WADSWORTH 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED on 
JG ____ Baghdad 
This telegram mut be i 
closely parap}pawed be~ Dated November 20, 19 
fore being communicated FRO | 
to anyme. (3C) Meo 'd 12408 Sew ‘ yt ‘ 
aise rial dn, 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Secretary of State, 0 
Washington, MR, muRRay 2: 
|" NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS / Ne ia 
23 194 





447, November 20, 8 poem. — 
Acting Regent Prime Minister and Acting Foreign 
Minister dur ing conversations which I had with then 
in comestion with presentation of my letters of 
credence, referency my 446, November 20, raised 
individually the Lebanon problem, I replica 
to the first two as inatructed in your @8@, 
November 16 and outlined to the last sacl our 


1¥2/00 °3068 


attitude as sect forth in the same telegram, 

All three expressed their gratitude at the 
prompt action we have taken and their hope that 
we would not fail to continue firmly to preas the 
French committee until it takes the steps which 
we have stated we expect of ite 


Nuri was particularly pleased. He said in 


“OW/ Sd 


confidgsce that he hoped the American Governmm t 
would g@mtinuc to be active and would not leave 


vd 


further initiative entirely to British, He was 


“bl 2 ¢ AON 


convinced that British oimgrely desired te see 
establiahgg the complete @iMependcnee of Lebanon 
but feardad v 


-2= 447, November Pelle rom Baghdad 


but feared that they were handicapped in dealing 
with situation because of CERAM own mandate in 
Palestine. If British shold press French to 
abandon no& only their Lebanese mandate but also 
their pretensions to special position in Lebanon 
French might well insist that British in turn give 
up their spectal position in Palestine. There was 
a danger therefore that unless the United States 
continued to paa@y ani active role the negot lations 
between Frenoh and Lebanese might Bog down and 
eventually result in some sort of an "appeasement" 
arrangement which British would not like but 
would not feel themselves in a position to reject 
and which would put an end at least for time wping 
to Arab dreams of real freedom and of an piper Bunatse 
to play the constryctive role in post war world to 
which Arab peoples felt that their ancient civilization 
and more recent political development entitled them, 
Arab hopes for future were pinned primrily 
on the United States and failure of American Government 
to insist at this time that sigers of United Nations 
declaration live up fugly to principles enunciated 
therein and in AtJantio Charter would have a 
demoralizing effect on peoples of Middle Easte 
Repeated to Oairo and Beirut 


NSB HENDERSON 
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PDL London 

Tic tele e , 

closely par @°Ot- ERbm Dated November 21, 196 
fore b¢ing exummioatta : : 

to anydnae Nae 31049 Rectde 2252 Peme 









DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
shingtone 


ae 221943 
Divisio! 
URGENT ge! WEAR EASTERN AFEAI 


8145, Nov cr 21, 5 peme 


a 
a Th POLTiedt ia 


_ MR. MURRAY 
A NOY 2 41943 
Op. “Xt 


q? E: As indicated in Embassy's 6136, November ie pom sth 
Foreign Office opinion had changed and the restoration 


Your 7373, November 20, midnight 


of the arrested ministers to authority was con templateds 
We have confinned that instructions were sent to 


zZvz/0o mie 7 


MoMillen to the effect that he should demand the re-. 
lease of the arrested Lebanese personalities and 
their restoration to their official statuses a 


c¥ 


Fortign Office has just told Embassy that some © 


oat 


progress has been made, fhe French hove agreed to dis-B 
miss Hellen (#) and to release th (#) however they : 
arg not ‘(repeat not) prepened to resinstate the minis- 
. ters but maybe thry would be willing to restore the 
cd esident to authorify. The Forrign Office saya that 
A een are going on “hammer and tongse" Due to 
‘ s/antays in communication, particularly between Catroux 
aS ond Algiers, the time for the dgclaration of tarthal 
, law has 





eT [este p 5 cq /Sd 





482 
-2= 48146, November 21, 5 pem. from London 
law has been postponed until 10 aeme Wednesday, Noveme 
ber 24, 


Repeated to Cairo, Beirut and dlgierse 
WINANT 


wo 


(#) Apparent omission of about 4 groupSe 


(##) Apparent omission of about 4 groupse 
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8156, November 20, open, 

SECRET. FOR SECRETARY AND cre 

The Committee at Algiers and Catroux have been 
informed that unlese the French reinstate the duly 
elected Lebancest Government by Monday November 22, 10 
Gem, the British will declare martial law in the 
Lebanon, Opinion has somewhat changed in the Foreign 
Offiex regarding the restoration ef the arrested Ministers 
to authority, It is now felt that the Lebanese Government 
should resume 4%9 funotions ae spon as practicable and 
it 18 believed thay the Lebanees Ministers will realize 
that they sould in future act lees abruptly. The Briges 
suggestions regarding a mo@us operandi have been cone >> 
veyed fo the Commitgge at Algiers and to Catroux and Be 
Poreign Office Teele that eventually the Committee will 
become aware that they must find a way to sollify the 
Lebanese people, 


The proclamation 


vvz/00° 3068 
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~2» #8136, November 20, 9 py. ~ from London 


The proclamation of martial law, af necessary, 
would be a atep taken with eartoenk reluctance. The 
Foreign Office says emphatically that the British 
are not playing politics in the Middle East and that 
theiy sole aim ie to preserve order, The situation 
in the Lebanon, according to the Foreign Office, 
has somewhat deteriorated; there hawe been riots 
4n Cairo and there ies fear of trouble in Palestine. 
The Foreign Office said that if a major pblitioal crisis 
should ariee in the area it would mean the {mmobilization 
of Allied troops to enforoe order; this 48 oertainly 


not desired, 


WINANT 
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325, November £0, 10 p.m. NV 2 4 1943 


H 


The followir: telegram has been sent to Se RTMENT OF aint 
Department. 
I believe T sheulda make clear in resly to your 282, o 
November 19, midnight that there was no uctual physical 4 
violation of Legetion premises, in that no wrench ° 
soldier cet foot within Legation property, ,atese = 
The two open military automobile trucks Grew to a NY 
Prd stop amid that portion of crowd, some three hundred in a 


6 ; 
44 % number, gathered in street outsice Legation yates. 


Soléiers sprang therefrom and Gispersed this ;roup, 


€T 936 


menacing them with Atcock bayonets fixed. Other three 


hundred were within Legation gates and while rifles a 


Eel 
/Sd 


swinging machine gun were pointed at them there was no 


direct molestation. 


| 






i 

I cannot but believe, however, especially in light Qu 

i a { 7 , Me , Q | 

! of serious incident next day in street before sptarg! Oy 

iz mission when smaller crowd of equally peaceful cemon~ — 
iS : 

‘3 strators was fired on by troops similarly arriving and Kas 

i “Os 

‘ 


dismounting 


2 
ri 


46T 


-2e #525, November 20, 10 p.m, from Seirut 


dismounting from military trucks, that, had not 
Withman promptly accosted sergeant in charve of 
troops any slight hesitation or movement of re~ 
sistance amid street crowd before our Legation 
would have led to similar firing bloodshed, 
Repeated to Algiers. 


SADSVORTH 
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Secretary of State, 
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MR. MUHRAY 4 


NOV 2 4 1943 


lap at 
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ember 21, TE SEN OF 


following telegram has been sent to the 


fashington. 






DIVISION 
NEAR EASTERN ATPAIRG 


Depaptment: 
British Legation informs Ii, Catroux called on 
Spears yesterday with telegraphic instructions received 


) from Algiers which had crossed telegram sent by Catroux 
0 


Drzse0° 3068 


y”” reporting to de Gaulle his receipt of Casey ultimatun 
A (sce my 324, November 20, 3 pem.),» Four main points 


F % of the instructions were: “Lebanese incident" must de 


a J 

settled urgently; Sheik Hbechara el Khoury should be a 
reinstated as President of Republic; detained Premier Hy 
—_ 

and Ministers would then be released but not reinstated s 


in office; @s soon as incident is settled decision re- 
garding Helleu will] be made known, 


’ “> 


Spears has reported to London that in reply he 


OW /Sd 


stated he was certain settlement on basis of these 


yes 


instructions would not be acceptable to British or 


irs. 


other interested governments; Algiers had obviously 
overlooked Armoorasiq vomit ples \nvolved and strength 


\ POLTTich 


mn Rett 


of public 
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-2- #326, November 21, 11 aem. from Beirut 


of public opinion. 

Conversation then went over in greater detail much 
same ground as that of preceding day between Casey and 
Catroux (reported in my 324). Catroux had evidently 
been impressed both by unity of Lebanese protest and 
firmness of British demands, With latter, however, 
he did not expect de Gaulle to agree; and he several 
times dropped hints of personal disagreement between 
them. 

Apparently Catroux concurred in Spears assertions 
that Lebanese Government had been willing to accept re- 
served points, L.¥. limitations on free use of sover- 
cignty necessitated by conditions of war, and had not 
intended to face either French or British with practical 
difficulties; that their intention had been simply to 
assert legal and theoretical rights of Lebanon; and 
that if Pranoe had merely done the same, 1.e. by re- 
iterating their contention, reserving rights and leav- 
ing it at that, satisfactory modus vivendi would have 
been possible. 

Catroux's conclusion appeared to be that matter 
was now one for settlement between London and Algiers. 

I am seeing him today and will endeavor to ascertain his 
views as to what may best be done in endeavdr to harmonize 
all interests in event de Caulle yields. Should he 


not do 


420 
-3- $826, November 21, 11 a.m. from Beirut 
not do so we know the answer, and I learn from Hatton 
that all practical administrative preparations for im- 
position of British martial law have been made, 

There were no other news-worthy developments 
situation yesterday except growing chorus of NK sronalist 
complaint against continuing efforts of French to force 
shopkeepers to open, notably through promises of indem- 
nification for loss violence and pressure to Nmukhtars 
several of whom have beer arrested for declining to 
cooperate. 

Twenty four members of Parliament, I am told by 
one who attended, met as planned at Bishamun (see my 
324). They decided to keep town closed by peaceful 
means though not disdajining an occasional harmless 
bomb" to keep up morale’. Agrecing that patience has 
its limit, they expressed concern both at slowness of 
diplomatic interventions and at further French propa- 
ganda efforts ‘to stir up old religious hatreds between 
Christian and Moslem. Latter, I feel may bDECOME 
important factor in situation #f is hana is further 
delayed. 

Repeated to Algierae 


\ WADSWORTH 
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Honorable Cordell Hull, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C, 


My dear Mr. Secretary: 

Enclosed you wil? find a communication which I have received 
from Mr. Albert H. Jamra, of Toledo, Ohio, urging full independence 
for Lebanon and Syria, I know Mr. Jamra personally; he is an out- 
standing business man and, I can assure you, a thoroughly substantial 


citizen, for which reason I am taking the liberty of *fansmitting 
his views to yous pe 


“ Sincerely yours, o 


Nov 2.9194 


DIVISION OF 
CASTERN AFF 
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POSTAL TELEGRAPH 
1943 Nov 19 AM 1 48 
LASO W.CB432 
LUDWCS7SC (WINE) Nl= TOLEDO OHIO 18 
HON HOMER A RAMEY 
HCUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (WASHINGTON DC)= 


DEMOCRACIES SHOULD CARRY ON ITS FULL INTERPRETATION BY ACTION 
ARD WOT BY WORDS THE FREE FRENCH OPPRESSION IN LEBANON AND 
SYRIA WILL GIVE OUR ENEMIES A CHANCE FOR PROPAGANDA SAYING 
LOOK WHAT DEMOORACY IS DOING TO SMALL NATIONS THE LEBANSES AND 
SYRIANS ARE CAPABLE OF GOVERNING THEMSELVES PROGRESSIVELY 
LET US IMPLEMENT THE ATLANTIC CHARTER WITH ACTION IN LEBANON 
AND SYRIA I AM ONE OF THOUSANDS OF THE SAME OPINION IN OUR 
COMMUNITYS 

ALBERT H JAMRA TOLEDO CHIO.= 5970 W. Banorort 


BP ssenoo/ea? 
Wy dear Mr. Jamra! 


The Henerable Hemer A. Ramey, Nenber of the House 
ef Representatives frea Chie, has erred te the Department 
ef State your’ tel of Revenber 18, 1943 regarding the 
recent erisis in Lebanen. 


On Noveuber 28, 1941, the Peparenent. | in a statenent 
te the presse, weleened the clamations of independence 
of Lebanon and ie as a otep toward the realisation of 
“= pathy and legitinate reed tions of the Lebanese 
peepie have als with the Ancerican Gevernment 
oe pesple S eympathised, for the full enjey- 
ment of severe nee. 


nl eee the resent events in Lebanon, this 
Goveranent tly made its pesition known’ bb the Freneh 
Goumittee of National Le ag on in Aigiers in 


accordance 
with ite established pel It wae made clear that this 
Governacnt that the and Lebanese could reaeh 
seme agre whigh would allew the 


independense 5 ween always in mind the Sirtunsy exigene 
eles ef the situation 


Gineerely yours, 
Fer the Seeretary of State: 


E. Wilder Spaulding 
Ghief, Pivisien ef 
Research and Publication 


i. Albert H. Jamra, 
3070 Vest Bancroft, 
Telede, Chie. 


eee 11/26/43 We; 
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Novemie- 0, Tose 


% 
Br esteoo/aut 


Wy dear Mr. Raney: 

I have reseived your letter of November 20, 1943, 
with whieh you enelesed a telegram ef November 18 fren 
tr. Albert H. Jamra, 3870 West Baneroft, Telede, Chic, 
regarding the recent erisis in the Lebanen. 

A copy is emelesed of « letter on the subjeet whieh 
hae been adéressed te Nr. Jamra by the Department. I an 
returning his telegram herewith for your files. 


, Sineerely yours 
rerdeld Folk 


P Enclosures: 
Cu, J. 

1 ' 1. Fren Ir. Jamra 
%, Y Nevenber 18, 1945. 
+ 2. Te kr. Jenra. 

, The Kenorable 


Nemer A. Ramey, : 
UR CS = Neuse of Representatives. Why 
?KEC: CMS 11/26/43 : 


4¥2/00°30638 
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Oe 1 i js aa 2 re 
Sista eamese. rena te. sommoons cour, : 
Sa SSS [a 
Reso. See meee RECEIVED sted Dtates Denate o 
Sat Secoaen te DEPARTMENT OF STAL. serrex on navaL. Arraine on? Ate 

. . CALLAGSERR, CLE rs Ts : 
143 HOV 22 AM 10 39° a 
cyt 
aber yy vone November 20-1943 
COMMUNI j —_ 
IND RECORDS i 0 State) 
L¢ “(26/4 - E 
Up ogg < 
Department of State, Cnt ES } 
Washington, D.C. REG 
tog 
Gentlemen: . : 
The enclosed telegram of November from 
Mioholas Debs, President, Lebanon American Club, 
»9 Jacksonville, Florida, is sent to you for such 


attention as may be deemed proper, and for 


your advice, so that I may know how to make 
reply. 
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Sincerely yours, 


Pies 


OWSd 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


NOV 2 91943 


MIVIStON OF 
WEAR EASTERN 













(COPY :LFB) 


WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM 


WA33 DL=- Jacksonville Flo 19 947A 
HON CHARLES 0. ANDREWS 
SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 


WE EARNESTLY PROTEST AGAINST CURRENT DISTURBANCES IN LEB- 

ANON WHICH THREATEN EXISTING AND INDEPENDANCE OF THAT RE - 

PUBLIC CAUSING RIFT BETWEEN OUR ALLIES AND PLAYING INTO 

HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES. RESPECTFULLY URGE YOU, TOGETHER 

WITH ALL OF FLORIDA'S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION, TO USE YOUR 

GOOD OFFICES IMMEDIATELY WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO FRE«# 

VENT ANY CHANGE IN THE POLITICAL STATUS OF LEBANON HERETOFORE 

EXISTING UNTIL VICTORY IS ACHIEVED AND THE PEOPLE MAKE THEIR 

OWN CHOICE UNDER THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ATLANTIC CHARTER. 
LEBANON AMERICAN CLUB, NICHOLAS DEBS, PRESIDENT 


25 aver 


pW 


In reply refer to 
RP 890E.00/248 


My dear Senator Andrews: 

I have received your letter of November 20, 1943, 
with which you enclosed a telegram of November 19 from 
Mr, Hicholas Debs, Fresident, Lebanon American Club, 
Jacksonville, Florida, regarding the recent crisis in 
Lebanon. 

A copy is enclosed of a letter on the subject which 
has been addressed to Mr. Debs by the Department. I am 
returning his telegran for your files. 

Sincerely yours, 


“ordelt torr 


Enclosures: 


1. Prom Mr. Debs, 
Novenber 19, 1945. 


Zakk 8, Te Mr. Debs. 


\ 


pote? 


= 

o> The Honorable 

<o Xs, 

“és “% Charles 0, Andrews, 
United States Senate. 


ip te PBN 11/26/45 
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Yehy ee Seoretary of Btate | , /tPAATMENT OF STATE 
4 


uve Lia som oF ‘CE | Washington NOV 2 Jo 
DIVISION oF, 


Ack ods 
hw Hr een EAR EASTERN ARGRIRS 


8157, November 22, 6 Pelt ; <4 
A discussion with the Foreign’ ‘Office on the Lebanon 





hae brought forth the following pointe; 
Although the situation has become somewhat better 


oo because of the release of the President and the 


en 
7{? 


Ministers, the Foreign Office believes that the situation 


692 /00° 3068 


fe still potentially dangeroue, Should the Ministers 
not be reinetated, they would presumably remain at 


liberty and might very well incite the populace to 


yr 


further Gistumbanoes, Should they be reinstated, how 


a 


ever, without any understanding with them, they might 


aPOt & 7 


egain take measures which would inflame the Frenoh, 
At the present time, Spears 4s working on the 


Ministers to get them into a reasonable frame. of mind 


ee 
Ow /Sd 


and to convince them they must take no aggressive action 


guCD 


if they are reinstated and MecMillan 16 working on the 
French Committee to persuade it to reinstate the Minis ter 


The British Cabinct has decided that it oannot 
; ; repeat cannot) 


. Peer 1s 


oT eighep: 


= 
(oO 
ar 


~2e #0157, November 22, 6 peMg, from London 


(repeat sannot) yiena on the statue of the Minieters ; 
and instructions to this effeot wetve sent last night 
to MecMillan as Catroux apparently has said that the 
question of the reinetatement of the Manieters reste 
with the Committee in Algiers, : : : 
In the same cable, the Foreigh Office also informed 
MnoMAllan that the British Government believes that 
negotiations for a modus vivendi (eee the Embassy’ s 
8050, November 18, 7 pemy) should begin within °4 hours 
fee thk/vercase of the President and the Minieterse 
a ' MacMillan has been instruct<d to eay that the 48 hours 
delay in the institution of martial law should not be 
taken lighly and that the Britieh will take this action 
if necessary, - 
The Foreign Office told MacMillan that the Commit tee 
might find the word "reinstatement" difficult and that 
any restitution to the Minieters of their authority 
could be simply on the basis of their resumption of the 
functione which they were unable to fulfill while under 
arrest, Certainly they are legal Mgnisters duly chosen 
under constitutional methods and therefore have never 
been deprived ot their rights by any consti tuttonal ac tiony 
The British believe. thet all the Arab States will think 


along theee Lines and thet it ie therefore essential 
thet the Ministers 


ae $8157, November 224 6 Pepes from Lenton 


that the Ministers be reinstated to nuthorisy,* Should 
the President be forord to choose other Minietewag the 
question of personalities would be injeoted and ney ; 
would, of course, have to be acceptable to the Con:tt tere 
The Foreign Office said that such sction would naturally 
delay the negotiations for a modus vivendi which, as 
already indicrted, the British consider vital for a 
settlement of this question. 

Repeated to Oniro, Beirut and Algiers, 

Reference Embassy's 8146, November 21, 5 pee 

+ + WINANT 


7) 
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Please see lMassigli urgently and make it clear to him that 
this Government maintains the position expressed in its 2139, 
November 12, midnight, and is thus in full accord with the British 
views summarized in London's 8157, November 22, 6 p.m. For Wilson. 


In our opinion anything less than a restoration of the consti- 


S7cG/0U0° 3uG8 


tutional situation would not repeat not be consistent with the French 


promises of independence and the French action in arranging for the 


holding of elections and reestablishing constitutional Government 


in Lebanon. Having accepted and indeed welcomed this constitutional 


procedure and entered into relations with the resulting Lebanese 
Government, we would not be willing to recognize an arbitrarily 
imposed or appointed successor in its stead. It would seem to us 
that the easiest and least embarrassing action for the French to 
take would be the simple annulment of the decrees issued by Helleu 
on November ll. 

While the repressive acts of bir. Helleu have unquestionably 


aroused strong resentment on the part of the Lebanese officials, 
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3 
we are confident that they could be persuaded to be reasonable, Lt 


assured that the French would likewise be reasonable, and should be 
glad to instruct Wadsworth to use his best efforts to this end. 
Sent to Algiers. Repeated to London, Cairo and Beirut. 


200/249 Np 
NE: FIK: A/M DS 
11/23/43 )V771 ‘aio 


Accompanied by hectograph 


e.. 


(Note to Code Room: Repeat to London as Department's no. ; 
to Cairo as artment's no. ~~ ; and to Beirut as Depart- 
ment's no. ) 


ae 94aesh 
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Hannibal Mo Novr 22 1943 / 
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Cordell Hull 





Washington D.C. 
Qn behalf of the Syrian Americans of Missouri I appeal to you 
in the name of humanity end justice to use your influence to 
free Syria and Lebanon oe the cruel domination of France 
he 5 ‘Joseph 


126am 23 


a 


¥ 

begy &e a3 
Orns] 
ae 


0S2/00°206a 


OW/Sd 





NOV 22 10 28 PM 1913 


HANNIBAL MO NOV 22 1943 
PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT 


THE NEAR EAST INCLUDING SYRIA AN) LERANON TS LOOKING 
TO YOU AND THE OTHER ALLIED NATIONS TO CARRY INTO 
EFFECT THE TERMS OF THE ATLANTIC CHARTER THAT THEY TOG 
MAY ENJOY FULL FREEDOM FROM ALL OPPRESSORS 

S JOSEPH. 


Be SSBRoMsr * 
| 


Wy dear Mr. Sheperdeon: 

The receipt ie acknowledged of your letter of 
Hovenber 20, 1943, quoting the substance of a telegram 
of Noveuber 7, 1943, from Colonel Donovan, regarding 
the Lebanese situstion. Thank you for making this 
information available to us. 

Sin.erely yours, 
For the Secretary of State: 


Paul . 
/ Gaief, Division of Mear Eastern Affairs 
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Respectfully referred to the 


Secretary of State, ' 
3? 
4b L' a Me He McIN 
' to the President 
» wl ke 


ENT OF STATE 
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Division OF 
wean EASTERN AFFAIRS 
eae 









ov6l Tz Uy 





(@ortEp:0ns) e908.00/en2 Ps/LO +s 


TELBORAN 
PRE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINOTON 


1 WAKE 78 Vie ROA 
BAGDAD, 20, 1943 
THE” PRESI BENT: 
THR WOSLEN EOOLESIASTICALS IN ALL PARTS OF IRAQ PROTEST f0 
YOU AGAEWOT THE ACTIONS COMMITTED BY THE TYRANNICAL FRENOM 
AUPHORIGIZS IN THE ARAB COUNTRY OF LEBANON WHICH ACTIONS ARE 
IN COMPLEOT WITH THE PRINCIPLES FOR WHICH THE DEMOCRATIC 
FRONT I8:MOW FIGHTING STOP WE APPEAL TO YUU TC RESOUE OUR 
SISTER COUNTRY THE LEBANON FROM PRENOH OPPRESSION AND FROM 
UNLAWFUL: PREMON CONFROL . 
SHBIXS IBRARIN AR RAWI CHAIRMAN AIDAYAD ISLAKIO scOMMEY 
YUSUF ATA MUPTI OF IRAQ. 


hi 


O68 


/90 


ad 


fF? 
ie 


Decers ber 20, 1943 


Officer in Gharge of the Ameriean Mission, 
Baghdad. 


The Secretary 
dated 


the 
thens tas tats 
Lebanese gould reash sone 
the Lebanese full 
mind mild: exigencsie: 


890E.00/252 
AEM 
: AEM: OMS 


12/21/43 


Pe res “eeaeres tae eutginek 
November 20, 1943 addressed the 
by Sheike Ibrahim Ar Rawi 
pry Bi perceived, Ge ofa ib eis 
pequekel te rovky Walhe tee’ Siladkan bison 
November 29, ZO the Depevenewy 8 


and Yusuf Ate 


RP 


ofa 
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in a statement 
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HONTEVIDED 
Dated wovember 17, 1943 


Reo'a Nov. 23, 3:00 pone 
The Secretary of State, 


{ hf ON oF 
pie aN: BT RAIRS 
Waahington. 






WW 
A~ 604, siovenber 17, 12 noon. 4) 4 
RsiMenT OF STATE 


Recent crisis in Lebanon hee been river cormsléetée 
coverere in .onteviceo creas and hes been subject of 
conriderable »onuler Giscuasion. Local Lebanese 
colony, reliably revorted as consistinz of 4, 000 ner 
sons of Lebanese blood, held neeting of protest against 
French action on sovember 15, and large cudience vas 
described by Southern Star (english language) as “fired 
with vatriotiem end seething «ith indignation". Five 

4! leading dailies have carried feature editorials on 


Lebanon situation, «all vier Lebanese haatinese and 





French drastic action with alarm and fear serious 
repercussions throughout Islem. All comment dia- 
paregingly on French colonial volicy and “oharacterietic 
tactlessness" of French Wational Committee. Consensus 
of editorial opinion is that able, exnerienced Seneral 
Catrouz “ill solve problem. <=ditorials in general 


have 


DIVISION OF cups. : 
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1068 
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¢972/00 


~2- Ax604/Kontevideo 


have not taken sides in controversy but have rether 
attempted to give readers a victure of historical, 
poiitieal and diplomatic background of Levent in 
genernl ond French mandates in particular. Only 
EL Debate (Blanco-Herrerista, anti-United States) 
takes stand thet Syria-Lebenon should be rrented 
immediate inienendence under terns of atlantic 
Charter. 


DAWSON 
yas 
REM led 
800 










Beirut 
jem must be FRom 






y 
tore being communicstod 
to anyone. {8C) 


Secretary of State, 24194 


DFC 2 194 





Washington. 


329, Novembor 25, 9 peme 

Projectod decree roforrod to in fourth last 
paragreph my 327/ Novombor 22, 5 pem. was Lssucd 
ycstordey . é¢voning signod by Chataignoau os 
Delogate Gonercl and Plonipotontiary Ad Intcrim. 

It abrogetos o11 but first erticle of docrec 
464 end all of docroo 465 roportod in Soction Threo, 
my 311, ‘ovoribor 11, 8 pert 

Non-abrogetod erticle prescribos that ect votod 
by Lobanose Parlicnont modifying constitution 
Novombcr 8 "is dcovold of all legal charactor; it 
48 null and void". j 
NK WADSVIORT H 
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rOSCly paraphrased be- Deted November 23, 1943 
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Full rate TELEGRAM SENT SLE CONFIDENTIAL 


AMERICAN LEGATION 


g 
: 


BEIRUT (LEBANON) {a 


aS : ei hee 


{ Owing to delay in receipt of your 327, November 22, 5 p. m 
partment was unable to send special message for delivery to 
; Lebanese President this morning. It is suggested that you may 
desire to communicate to him, if you have not already done so, 
@ summary of this Government's views as expressed in recent 


telegrams to Algiers. 


890B.00/255 Nees Auer 
NE: FDK: GC FAIA [eq 
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DVM Beirut oe 
This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased bee Dated NoVember 22, 1943 ————" 
fore being communicated FROM 
to anyone, (80) _.._-Ree'd 12:45 p.ms, 25rd - F 
Secretary of Stahe pa a ep OF SATE 6 ened 

seul Ms oie ae + Ufa. 3 

lashing Wee fe NOY P7449 

S r/ 3) he 
“Pape Nt of 3 NEAR f 03 AIRS Mize 


327, November 22; 5 pome (SECTION- meal 
Lebanese situation has, of course€, radically 


changed since despatch yesterday of my 326, November el, 





11 aeme 
At 1.com I anw Catroux who spoke frankly of British a 
ultimatum and cf what his actions would be were it to oO 
be snforcra ty drelaration scheduled for this morning ed 
of British martisl law; but he was most reserved when a 
I asked whas bine French ection might be expected to oO 
tazr rert Algicra to yleld to ultimatume The whole 
effeir veriaued him of Fashodae 
Hi cid toh believe De Gaulle would yield but he v 
shit i. hopes some sort of compromise could be worked Nal 
out at 4Sigirrs or London whieh would give him more time rg 
to we cut locel solutions Failing this he would, Ga 
1 Boutish military taking over country, have to with |’ | 
dvaw all French troops and all French civilians in r \ 7 
official or public services placed under British control; [e 
: ee for Fl 
es 


4 HY Sm \ ‘ Fa 


Me 


~24 327, November 22, 5 pyme (SECTION ONE)from Beirut 
for them to remain would be "too humiliating”. 

He insisted (and by implication Algiers Committee) 
had not known in advance of "Helleu's ill-considered 
action"; had he himself been in charge he would have 
simply issued decree deolaring Chamber's action in 
amending constitution to be "4llegal, null and void" 
and would then have negotiated for solution of probleme 

Suspension of constitution he added, was "prime 
stupidity"; this required ratification as did unneces- 
sary detention of President and Ministers; he had already 
decided to release latter before receiving British 
ultimatum; in fact he had had President brought to see 
him last Thursday and Premier last Friday. 

I stressed that our overriding interest in matter 
was united war effort and that restoration of duly 
elected Parliament and officials appeared to be only 
effective way of maintaining confidence of Lebanon, 
Middle East and our smaller Alliea in our bona fides, 

Later in day Syrian Foreign Minister called to 
assure me only restoration of status quo ante would 
satisfy Syrian Government, Parliament and people. If 
this be not done he said, there will be more and far 
more serious trouble in Syria. As to future negotiations 


he said 


q@5 - 


73 327, November 225.5 peme (SECTION ONE) from Beirut 
he said that Algiers! "liberal" offer to ratify 1936 
treaties, even with modifications and transfer of common 
interests, was unacceptable; Government in cither Levant 
atate would hold Parliamentary confidence were it to 
propose solution on basis of such treaties or of 
continuance of exercise of mandatory authority by 
Algitrs Committe. 

Other callers repregentotive of local thought 
whom I had asked to talk with George Allen (here for 
one day visit En route Cairo) supported this view and 
it was confirmed by formal note from Abishahla 
"government", Latter communicated and stressed 
seriousness of considered vote of Parliament that 
country "4s on verge of revolution" and that only 
solution for this dangerous crisis is "return to 
constitutional 1ife of November 10", 

Late in afternoon General Holmes called to discuss 
situation and renew his expression of serious concern 
at interference with war effort which would be entailed 
were Ninth army to have to declare martial law and 
assume responsibility for Government and internal 
security of countrys As he left he said substantially: 

“Let us be frank about this; The man most 


responsible 


48g 


-4- 387; November 22, 5 poem. (SECTION ONE) from Beirut 
responsible for jeopardizing our common war effort in 
this theatre of operations ie Sptars. He oan't ace it- 
in his overriding belief that the French must be 
ousted to support that effort. It is this which has 
led him to exaggerate eviente and dangers we are simply 
no longer on spraking term.” 

_ Notes None ean queation aincerity of this view; 
but fat is in fire and although I quite agree Spears’ 
welcomed and fanned flames at was Helleu and French who 
put it there. 


WADSWORTH 
JRL 
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aR Beirut 

Thies telegram must be 

closely peraphrae 9d bes ROM Dated Novemter 22, 1945 

fore being be 7. cated 

to anyone, 4 Rec'd 3350 pom, 2drd 


Seoretary of State, 
Washington. 


327, November 22, 5 p.m. (SECTION TWO) 

Bhar tly before & p.m, firet word of “lgiers yielding 
wae flashed in Arabic broadcaste from Paleetine and 
London, Ite lack of detail mattered not; in ten minutes 
perhape half Beirut wae in etreete cheering “Long 
live Shedkh Beshara, down with Bade, three cheers for 
constitution, independence Rind Solh", 

But ae evening paseed and wiser heade heard broad~ 
cast detaile (that while President and Minietere were 
to be releaeed, only former wae to be reinetated) 
ardor dampened and rump decieione were taken that 
general etrike and protest would be maintained pending 
full reetoration of etatae quo ante. 

Bhortly before firet broadcast Speare received 


telegram from London saying ultimatus tame limit haa? 


been extended 48 houre. He had replied by vigorous M9 
{le 

protest, warning agein that locel situation wae 3 | 
re 

highly explosive, wo 
bl 


At 10 p.m. Speare eaw Catroux who, according to 


t 
British w 


480 


—2- #327, November 22, 5 p.m. (SECTION TWO) from Beirut 


Britieh Legation, said Kigiers conauniques had been 
issued without hie knowledge; he expected to releace 
detainees, probably next day; President would be re- 
inetated, decision as to others had not been taken; 
Helleu'e daarees of November 10 (see Section Three, 

my 311, November 11, 8 p.m.) would be reecinded so 

goon ae Helleu left country; detailed inetructione were 
etill awaited, 

Crowds gathered again early thie morning, Preeia- 
dent and Ministers had not returned to their homes; 
there were angry mutteringe, Deputies who had 
ascembled at Premier's home were carried to Parlia- 
ment by crowd of several thousand; French troops stood 
agides Lebanese gendarmerie made them welcome; they 
took one provisional decieion, that ehould their cause 
be won this date would henceforth be celebrated ae 
Lebanon's {Independence Pay, 

Day before Abi Shehle Government had ruled pro~ 

‘vigionally that Lebanese flag (perpendicularly etriped 
French with green cedar on white band) should hence- 
forth be horizontal broed while etriped bearing cedar 
between ralf red etrives,. Crowd leadere lowered old 
flag on Government Building and municipality and 


raieed 


eae) 
pes 


-3- #327, November 22, 5 p.m {@PCHtON TWO) from Beirut 
raised new fiag thereon and over Parliament and Pres- 
idency,. ‘ 

Executive committees of Lebaneee National Congress 
and Women's Federation met and took decisions that 
Algiere’ decie ions did not meet national aepirations, 
Delegatione called on Legation; ecene resembled that 
of November 12 (eee Section One my 313, November 13, 

11 p.m.) but no French troops arrived to mar their 
orderly proteste. I am told that ae of rreceding 
evening Catroux's directive was that orderly demon» 
etration were not to be molested, 

Word circulated that President and Miniaters would 
be brought from Rashaya prion about 12 p.m, Hour — 
was exact; more thoueande cheered arrival at Preeident's 
house, Shortly thereafter a Minister announced Catroux 
would call, that Arab hoepitality prescribed "the 
guest 1s always welcome", that if crowd could not 
cheer him it ehould remain silent. It did, 

Hour later amid cheers of crowd Premier showed 
Catroux to hie car, Deputiee for gathered to be in- 
formed that Catroux had said in substance: "I 
sincerely regret thie ineident, Helleu wee personally 
responsible; he is leaving for Algiers tomorrow 
morning. Thereupon decree will be publiehed rescinding 


those 


M scsi 
uU 


-4- #327, November. £2, S-pom, (SECTION TwO) from Beirut 
those he iseued; atstue quo ante will thue be re- 
established". 

Eneuing diecuseion led to decision that official 
reetoration will take place Wednesday morning; to- 
morrow Minietere will arrenge unofficially for its 
celebration by all the nation, Meanwhile general 
etrike will continue, to be ended Wednesday by 
Presidential manifeeto calling for reeumption of 
normal life, 

All thie wae told me by special meesenger eent by 
President with aseurance of hie and Governmente highest 
appreciation of American eupport and aid.. He returned 
with my warmeet pereonal congratulatione to President 
and Government, [ added I felt certain I spoke as well 
for ny everniient, I aeked if I might call in person; 
half hour later appointment for tomorrow morning wae 
made, 

I ehould be grateful if Department would send me 
urgently e ome epecial meerage to deliver on Wedneaday 
wae ae 

(END OF ME¥SAGE) 


WADSWORTH 





ScB Sea Algiers fo 
This telegram must be 


cloacly paraphrased beve 4, 
ferc being communicated ~ 
te:@nyont, (80) Reold Mead a pte 


FN 


Dated November 84, 39459 





Seorttary of States — ; acpantwent OF STATE 


7 
ww Milling 251943 
MOST IMMEDIATE OIVISION OF 


NFAR FASTERN AFFAIRS 
22, November 24, 2 Pell» 


Washingtons 


Following repeated to Lendon Cagre and Befrut 

Mptetgls told mc last night French Committee bag 
approved Catroug! reecumendation that Lebancat 
Ministers be reinstated, Comite has thus complied 
with conditions laid gown By British, It WLll Row, 
according to Massigli, be a question of negobiatione 
between French and Lebanese to cover the situation 
during the war. period and bring mandate into harmeny 
with the :adzpendense thot has teen promiéeds 

Mascipld acid Buitish ettitude he’ prep extremely 
hard and cause weeh realntmcay Gerke Hr gave, & 


howzver, muck oredit co Mac Millan sev whet he termed e 


Ow 


his skillful ond unicretanding herd) ing oF the matters 


WI7BON sere 


T,- Lipson opiy 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED +eTm 
BIR = 
Bhie telegram muet be -———-___ ie 
Closely paraphrased be- Dated November 24, 1942 . 
fore being communicated Sr acca 
to anyone. (MC) Food 1:20 p.m. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Secretary of State, . 
OV 25 1943 ae 
Waeh ington. pats i DE 1OY OF 
| _NEAR tASIERN AFFAI “Re Ore 
8207, November 24, 5 p.m, a ETON OF STATE 


Foreign Office hae juet informed Embaeecy that the 
of French Committee late lart night agreed to the rein- 
p” : statement of the Lebaneee Minietere, Although it hae 
oF teeived no news thie morning from Beirut, Foreign 
Ny Office ie | bere ul thatthe incident ie clored. 
: WINANT 







482/00 ° 3068 


f— 
ets restese, 
DIVISION of = 
CLITICAL STHfES ' 


2 ah 2S, 19 
wae! 7 ¢ 
i cor @ ON POLI Wear 7} aes 


MR. MURRAY Zs 


\ NOV2 71943} 
\ 25 ; 
~Lerwen os aratt 


Dey ; 
a a 537. 
OW/Sd 





E0C - 
This telsgram must Bg Samal pe Eaves | 
closely paraphrased bee — Dated November 22, 1945 > 
fore being communicatedeRom VY 


to anyone. (SC) net 6 she pate : 
Beorctary of Statggga i\ PUG A an 
is MR. MUHHA®© aie gees 


Washington 'o 71644 





X. 
a 
leap 


6, November 22, Ata. 


SECRET FROM MURPHY 





Se 
As the British Government deca: to press © 7 
for the immediate reinstatement to office of the S 
Lebanese Ministers, Massigli is trying this morning 7” 
to convince the French Committee of National Libere 8 
ation to authorize Catroux to take thts step which N 
it is understood he favors. By agreement with oo 


MacMillan, Massigli is trying to avoid appearance 

of British pressure and if decision is taken it 

will be presented os spontaneous French actione * 
Massigli said that two members Helleu's staff- big i 

Boegner and Ballen= Hadee-signed to manifest their € 

sympathy for their chief. Massigli is sending 

Ostrorog to Beirut to assist Qatrouxe Department woe 

will recall him as member of staff of Foreign Office a 

at Vichy where he served until lost spring handling 

Russian and Far Eastern affetrseg He has always 

maintained a friendly attitude toward the Unite Statese 


VENUE ye 


4 
L 


Sent Department and repeated to Cairo and Beirute 


efi 


WILSOW 
Rn 


qA 
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492 bft- 


bid Algiers af 

This telegram mst be ti +f 

eiosely WeReGRANt RECE®VED"Yovember 22, wh fi 
commun: 


fore being . 
to mageaty (sc) Rec'd 6148 aem., 24the 


Scorttory of State, FROM - ++T 
Waphingtans yy” 
A \e 









. 7, Movember 22, midnight 
FROM MURPHY 4 
I have conveyed to ei begeds F Cen - 

Tabaraghan” 


midnight (this 


gece 
Sy TA > 
ys MLN 





the l 
protest for the French Committee “ft ation 


oF 


go 
contained in your 2208 Novembre “to, 
was only dé@oiphered today due to the fact that 


our cod& room is 48 hours tn arrears). 

Massigli profcased complete ignorance of the 
treatment by radio Levant and the Beirut press of 
the Scoretary's remarks, at his November 16 press 


conferences He promised to investigate immediately 


6S2/00 *3068 


and wishes the Secretary to know that the French 
Committee of National Liberntion has not (repeat not) 
dasued any direotive either to radio Leyant or to the 
Beirut press in this regard. He asked me for informatio 


regarding the text of whot had been said and written. 


grel- F93G 


As I was uncblc to provide more information than 


SS i ena 


that contained in your telegram under reference, he 


l 


said 


ud 


ie 


wT 
Lhe 





a 
0 


5. oad 193 
«2a #7, November 22, midnight, from Algiers 


said. he-.would meke an investigation and take the 
necessary action to make the corrections demanded. 
Sent to Dépar@hent repeated to London, Cairo, 
Beirute 
WILSON 
BB 


41 


Phd 


oe 











TELEGRAM RECEIVED ! ah 
JG fiers 
This telegram must be ROW 
closely paraphresed be- Dated November 24, 1943 
forte being communicated f 
to anyone .(SC) Rec'd 2:40 oemy25th,, — 
Secretary of State, )ePARTMENT OF STATE 
Wi e 
lashington. NOV 25 m4 
7 Divioigh %F 
MOST IMMEDIATE NEAR EASTERN AFFAI MURS AY 
(NOY 2 6 tga 
23, November 24, 6 p.m. \%n, a 


i CT HENT of st 4X" 
Your circular of November 23, 7 p.m,, crossed z 


my 22, November 24, 2 p.m. The information given 
in the letter telegrem was confirmed to me this 
morning by Mekins who stated that the French 
Committee by approving Catroux. recommendation 
thet the Ministers be reinstated, has met the 
British conditions and that it 1s now e matter 


negotiation.of the modus vivendi between the French 


and the LebaneSe. In view of this it seems to me 
edvisable, for the moment at least, to make no 
further representations to Messigli unless and 
until it should appeser that the French are behaving 
badly in the metter of the negotiations. 

MacMillen left for Cairo this morning apparently 
satisfied that matters ere in a satisfactory way 
of settlement. - 


WILSON 


‘MB 


eyel=@ 030 


SEL [quepyuopy /s Gas 


t 
t 
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4 Beirut Ett” 
This telegram must be - a Ur 










closely parephr«sed be- Da 
fore being comuunic tea Fra 
to anyonf, {8C) Rg 


q E vernber 24, 1045 
MDEAMRTMENT OF STA 
94 4;09 pele 
#4 NGV 25 1943 
Secretwy of State DIVISION OF 
/ __NFAR FASTERN AFFAIRS 
‘oshingto / 74 POLITICAL 9 
ngton gu / Va gh POLITICAL ALS 
1 MR, MURRAY 4s 
330, November 24, 2 dame NOV 261949) 
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i 








SDE, Re ss 
Yesterday I called cs arranged Rome Npme sven t hourye 
Tresident received me flanked by relensed Prerier 7A 
inisters, Vice Premier who hed cone frou Bishan, ond 


several leading Deputies, He mode short evidentl: NoEre 


0 address expressing his ane iis government's heartrelt 


thanks for American suzcort. “Even ‘hen thins eshked 


blackest", he said “we never lost faith that descrciie 


192/00 ° 3068 


erineiples vould prevail.” Your flog and reore ent tive 


were applauded by cro ’é filling street APPPONCVEess’ 
‘t% Raschaya detainess told me they had been svbuitted 


to “prison regime.’ President Bad been given a sergeants 


room with no special auenities and Premier one wath 


camp bed, treble and chair. Other four (three ‘inisters 





and Deputy Karani) were held in one roon furnished only 


~ Wuf/Se 


with four camp beds and chairs.e 


gyoi- 2 gaa 


It was only last triday after Sull week solitery ae 
confinement that Preasadent, after secret noctur wl visit 


to Catroux, wis permittec to talk vith Premier and only 
next day, following 


co RT MEN 





' # 504 
2= $330, Novender 24, 2 a.rie, from Beirut 


next day, following latter's similar nocturnal talk, 
that both were permitted to sex other detainees, 

French troops guarded prison without, Lebanese gendarnes 
withine 

News of developments was got to them secretlys 
In talks with Catroux, therefore, President and Premier 
refused all suggested compromise solutions’. Only Tull 
restoration of status quo ante was acceptable, 

They considered Chataigneau decree reported in ny 
329, November 23, 9 Petts as satisfactory, on under- 
standing that retention of non abrogated article of 
Hellew's decrees means sishply that French Comittee ; 
maintains its position that Chamber's modification of 
constitution was (llegal, while they continue to saintain 
the sontrar sy, 

After lunch President sow Catroux and later sent 
me messoge that Catroux hod said Algiers Cornmitice 
approved o]1 his actions but still felt liinistry should 
not be reinstated and that President should exescise 
his gonstitutlonol authority to revoke their appointee 
mente President answered he would have none of it as 
Ministry enjoyed full suport of Porlianent and peoplee 
Catroux commented he expected such reply but asked that 
President eall off deaonstrationss Latter answered they 
were spontaneous and harmless and would subside after 


restorations = ” 
Shortly thereafter 





“Se #330, November 24, 2 Aore,-from Beinut 


Shortly thereafter Cctroux wrote formally to 
President thet Algiers Committee “considers that the 
return to power of the Prine iiinister and jiinisters in 
office on November 8, 16435 is not possible ot orccent." 
To this President and ‘inistry replied by action; they 
went together to Serai (covernnent offices) wher: ercud 
of thousands gathered and Tremiler spoke briefly froz 
baleony stying iiinistry had resuned office and eclling 
for return to normal life today, Actually all shop: 
opened at early hour and crowds are in holfday mou. 

Messnge received this morning from Presidency says 
President has received formal note fron Cttroux scying 
he hod received yesterday evening text of new decisicn 
by Algiers Committee .donting his views regarding 
“the imuediate resumption of power by the Cabinet 
presided by Riad Solh.” 

Thus, before exnirition of extended tine lintt cf 
Ywitish ultimtun, all it: terms were net by “renehe 
4nd ontirotts, accoupanied by acting delegete general, 
have since ealled formlly on President and govern:ent 
now reinstated in office and reinstalled in governuient 
offices, 

ADSWORTH 
JRL 
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Socrotary of Stato, 
Washing ton. 


328, Novombor 23, 7 peme 9.99” 
Roport is boing drafted in collaboration wit® 
aft as basts for tolographic roply to Dopertmon €¢ s 
a 313, Novombor ts, 11 p,m. OWI docs not oxpoct it 


Cc 
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17wa eb 21 Fa eal se apa 
DEPARTMENT OF ATATE 
SYRACUSE NY 957a Nov 25 45 
eR 
' 
| 


NOV 26 1943 


Cordell Hull 
wDc i 
We support view of Lebanon League ‘of Progress that no change be 





on during the war 







made in the status of Leben 
: 0 AID SOCIETY 
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WB19 217 NOV 25 10 ss AM OE le 
a 


SYRACUSE NY NOV 25 1945 957A 
THE PRESIDENT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WE SUPPORT VIEW OF LEBANON LEAGUE OF PROGRESS THAT NO CHANGE BE 
MADE IN THE STATUS OF LEBANON DURING THE WAR 
LEBANON WOMENS AID SOCIETY MRS LINDA NOJAIM 





EGE SAAR TAT SL Taipei EIR A ED OOD ET ERATE SE aaa ree eae ee Re 


Sessa choc so nari 
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a 


oy 
PREPARING OFFICE TOBE mre" 
SECRET 


WILL INDIOATE WHETHER 


aiiek Le ins TELEGRAM SENT CONFIDENTIAL 
Night letter oO eG 
Charge Department: 
ra Beparhuent of State wor 22'S 
Hide letter Washington, : 
Charge to SL xe 
$ AD oe 
CAN EMBASSY, © 
ANKARA. 


yo! 


9iF 


For your information and for discreet communication 
to any inquiring Turkish authorities, you are informed 
that this Government promptly and firmly expressed to 
the French Committee of National Liberation at Algiers 
4ta complete disapproval of the repressive acts of the 
French authorities in Lebanon and its expectation that 
the Committee would take prompt steps to restore the duly 
elected Government of the Lebanese Republic and to imple- 
ment the solemn promises of independence given to the 
Lebanese people in 1941 in the name of the French National 


Committee. 





6.5 sevennmant panties crrics § 16—SENNE-1 
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pee, s telegram must be . 
ASP Pa paraphrased before being” * Hated November 25, 1945 
~ oo} «= Bommunicated to anyone 

Ce a Sothor than a Governmental Rectd 10:25 p,m. 
2 Agency, (BR) 
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vy sr . VDARTMENT OF STATE 
a 
t ow’ Secretary of State \ 
eye | aT 
ae cae qeNov 2 6 1943 
~ Washington, { DIVISION OF 
0 “FAR FASTERN AFFAIRS : 
790k. ; ; = 
t 2169, November 25, 5 pele O44 if 
pad My 2166, November 25 should refer to my 2146 


FIC2, al November 22, Noon 
In addition to British statement papers also 
carry texts of three telegrams addressed by Nahas 
Pasha to Lebanese Prime Minister and President of 
the Chamber as well as General Catroux expressing 
pleasure in reestablishment of "legal Parliament 
and legal government" in Lebanon, Sent to Departe 


rent repeat to Beirut, Algiers, 


KIRK. 
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JG 
This telegrom must be 


Paraphresed before being FROM Deted November 25, 1943 


communiceted to anyone 


sear 20, 
Pecos 
Algiers 


other then a Covernmentel Rec'd 6:52 asm. 26th 


egency. (BR) 





A ee 


Secretary of State, R. MURR . 
W 26 } 
o? Washington. he amafis | ade 
v: entrar Pte 
4g? 33, November 25, 3 p.m. 


FOR W/.LL/.CE MURR..Y 

This cffice has ne copy of me mandate 
concerning Syria anc the Lebanon of the unratificd 
1936 treaties between France end those states nor 
of the treaty or arrangement between: Germany and the 
United States protecting our rights in those arens. 
I should greatly appreciate it if you would send 
me by air mail copies of these as well as any 
other documents which you consider pertinent. 


WILSON 


RR 






G Jad 


fv6l T 
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Dear Ed: — 
In Tespgase te the request contained in your tele- 
‘am no. 35/ef November 26, I am enclosing herewith the 
ouments listed below relating to Syria and Lebanon. 
You will note that the text of the Mandate is contained 
in the Convention between the United States and France 
of April 4, 1924. 


\ Sincerely yours, 
, (Ak 
rl } 


P Wallace Murray 
i \ a Adviser on Political Relations 
. Enelesures: 
1. Convention between the United 
States and France, signed at 
Paris, April 4, 1924. 
2. Treaty of Friendship and Alliance 
between France and Syria, signed 
at Damascus, Decenber 22, 1936. 
3. Preaty of Friend and Alliance 
between France and » signed 


Syrian and 
dated Oeteber 17, 1943. 
6. Press releases of November 29, 1941 
and Nevember 26, 1943. 


The Honorable 
a nepergnaemels: f the United Stat 
hi ‘Ve 0; ates 
20 RIK / to the Freneh Committee of 
£6 National Liberation, 
Algiers. 


£908 ' 


ne : 
gt rapes 12-17-43 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Pre: directive to be issued in event that British 
statement on Lebanon should be issued, 


Informs London Political Warfare Ooordinating Committee to-day 
tonsbdered- 


tl 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


‘Seo tele 6135, 9mm = 


Deupateh, telegram, inatruction, letter, ote.) 
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enon 
>, Congress of the United States 
"sce Jpouse of Representatives 
AD hy 20 PML 4g re. 


* Quire UP fl cwarteerentneetantrpeereerseaa 
ALI MY { DFPAOTENT OF STATE 
CAIMICATIONS | 


BPR 





yet 
The enclosed letter from al badote 
is self-exvlanatory. Your comments in regard to its contents wilt 


be greatly appreciated. When the enclosure has served its ournose 


vlease return it to me. 


Very sincerely, 


‘ bu! =f" 


LINDLEY BYOK™ORTH, M,C. 
QEPAKIMENT Ui 3 al 
Aus [20193 x 


Nes 271945 
BEVISH iH ies 


PYISH 
RESEARCH AMG) Glia ge 





, 
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COPY: CMs 
WESTERN UNION 


W AA 963 27 6 EXTRASTYLER TEX 20 1117 
HOMORABLE LINDLEY BECKWORTH= 
| HOUSE OF REPS= 
WE SUPPORT VIEW OF LEBANON LEAGUE OF PROGRESS THAT NO 
CHANGE BE MADE IN THE STATUS OF LEBANON DURING THE WARe 
CEDARS OF LEBANON GEO 8 SALEH PRES PO BCX 742 TYLER. 


ae tl Uy shad 


i stbtloave 


/ 


‘ 
Ea 


My dear Er. Beekwerth: 

x have reesived your eemsunioation of Nevenber 23, 
1048, with whieh you enclesed a telegram of November 20 
fven My. George 5S. Saleh, Bex 748, Tyler, Texas, regard- 
ing the reeent ericia in the Lebanea. 

A copy is enslesed of a letter on the subject whieh 
has been addressed te Mr. Saleh by the Department. I an 
veterning the telegram te you herewith. 

Sinserely yours, 


~ pAett sat 


Baclocures: iJ 
1. From Mr. Saleh, 
Hevenber 90, 1645. < 
&. To Mp. Saleh. Wi 


ad an Remevabite (J 
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$ Lindley Beckwerth, 
Reuse of Representatives. mn 


ea, Be: CMS =: 11/30/43 


—s | 
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Ia 
mp 
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refer te 


-00/288 


“Se 
Ne 


AY, Be sous 11/30/43 4 


My dear Mr. Saleh: 


The Honerable Lindley Beekworth, Member ef the 
House of Representatives from Texas, has referred to the 
Department ef State your tel of November 20, 1943, 
on behalf of the aedhere of Gedars of Lebanon, re- 
Garding the reeent erisis in the Lebanon. 


Qn Hovember 29, 1941, the Department, in a statement 
te the presse, veleoned the hig pnatcr gers of independense 
of Ledanen and Syria as a step toward the realization of 
the natural and legitimate aspirations of the Lebanese 
ané @yrian S tae atlaps with whieh the American Governzent 
and peepl thised, fer the full enjoy- 
mont of sige tocn Pe ie. 


Fellewing the _— A ge in Lebanon, this 
Government ly sade Sion knewa to the Freneh 
Coumittee of Rational Sisrctles in Algiers in accordance 
with ite established ale og Oe tt was made elear that this 
Government meh and Lebanese eould reach 

oo teden weuld allew the Lebanese people full 

» Bearing always in mind the ailitary exiges— 
eies of the. situation. 


Sineerely yours, 
Fer the Secretary of State: 


E. Wilder a) 
Ghief, Svities ert 
Research and Publication 


Mr. George 5. Saleh, 
Bez 742, 
Tyler, Texas. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE F, a 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: November 135, 1945 


J DEPAXTMENT OF STATE | 






GND 


NOV 151943} 


ER SECRET AR > 






SUBJECT: Lebanon Revolt 





vpab ¢ 


i ° 
ee ae 
SU ik aw 
epi | <RTment oF 8 


PARTICIPANTS: MY. Andre Visson (Newspaperman)j? 


] 


Mr. A. A. Berle, Jr. 











Mr. Visson came in to see me, at his request. 


We talked generally about things, but one of his 
desires was to find out our attitude towards the Lebanon 
revolt. 
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I said that of course we were unhappy about the 
situation. Quite aside from the legalistics of it, a 
thing of this kind was not compatible with the prin- 
ciples to which we had all subscribed in the Atlantic 
Charter, and it made us very unhappy. 


Visson kmew of the inquiry from as to whether 
the whole affair was not an Anglo-American "plot" to dis- 
credit de Gaulle. I said that a story of that kind seemed 
to me merely insane, and I wondered how anyone with an 
atom of intelligence could believe anything like that. 
Visson said it was so obviously insane that it need not 
be taken seriously, except that he thought it might be 
proceeding from French sources. 


OW/Sd 


eye 7 2 AON 


-2- 


He asked if I could tell him anything about the 
results of the conference between Eden and the Turkish 
Poreign Minister in Caire. I evaded the question, 
simply sa: that he knew the Turks better than I did 
and t y were very accomplished "fence-sitters". 
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WTAE OM OO AT FAIRS 


Mr, Hayter, First Secretary of the British 
Eubassy, telephoned to me today with further refer- 
enoe to the Lebanese situation. He said that the 

e hour of 10 a.m. Sunday, which had been set as the 


° time limit for French action on the British demands, 


(1) ve had now been postponed to 10 a.m. Monday. If by 
qi that hour the French have not acted, British martial 
law will be declared in the Lebanon. 
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Paul H, Alling 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


/ 






WASHINGTON 


.) sy 
* paspoctte Ss 


Y site of State. 


Attention: 


qin? M. He 


Secretary to the Mh . 


Mr. Summerlin. 
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(TRANSLATION) 


WB1S 26 CABLE 
ROBARIO DE SANTA FE, ARG. VIA WU CABLES NOV 21 1945 


ML? HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT . 
WASHDO 


THE LEBANESE SOCIETY OF ROSARIO, ARGENTINE REPUBLIC, EXPRESSES 


DISPLEASURE AT EVENTS IN mia 
z EDUARDO B. NI PRESIDENT 
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WB13 25 CABLE ; WV 21 9 4s PI 3 Mad 
ROSARIODESANTAFEARG VIA WU CARLES NOV 21 1943 
NLT EXCELENTISIMO SENOR PRESIDENTE FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT 
WASHDC 
LA SOCIEDAD LIBANESA DE ROSARIO REPUBLICA ARGENTINA 
MANIFIESTA DESAGRADO POR SUCESOS EN EL LISANO 
EDUARDO BACLINI PRESIDENTE. 





(TRANSLATION) 


VB1S 26 CARLE 
ROSARIO DE SANTA FE, ARG, VIA KU CABLES NOV 22 1948 
WLE HIS EXCELLERCY PRESIDENT FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT 
WASKDO 


TRE LEBANESE SOCIETY OF ROSARIO, ARGENTINE REPUBLIC, KXPRESSES 
DISPLEASURE AT EVENTS IN LEBANON 
EDUARDO BACLINZ PRESIDENT 
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MONTEVIDEO 


Dated iovenbder 19, 1913 
Rec'd, 






retary of State, 
Yasaington. OV 301943 

Tapes oe : VISION OF 
&-6068 November 19, 12 noon "FAP fasr, 





noon. 


Kontevideo nevsvapers continue to feature re- 
porta and commentaries of press agencies on evente 
in Lebenon, but no loc::l editorial comment has ave | 
peared since iovenber 15 «ith excevtion of yester= ( 
Gay's E), Debate (Herrerista - anti-US) vhich ably 
continues to present moral and leral rights of Le- 
banese clains for independence. Ag an immediate 
solution editoriel advocates “installation of vro- 
bationary government commosed of representatives 
of France, Great Britain and Russia as the three 
powers which have interests in the region". 

On Wovember 17 all liontevideo dailies »rinted 
brief communiqué from local deleration of French 
Committee of National Liberation “formally denying 
the creat number of revorts concerniny recent events mm 
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An Syria-Lebanon". Communiqué states! 

"1, There wae no encounter between French armored 
vehicles ana Lebanese neonple. 2. The Druses have not 
rebelled against the “rench authorities. 3. There 
were in all only three deathe and not dozens as allezed 
by certain agencies. 4. 411 quiet in Lebanon on ilo 
vember 12". This communiqué aleo appeared on iovember 
17 in epecial edition of local Delegation's widely dis— 
tributed weekly vanpilet vhich was devoted entirely to 
explanation of correctness of French actions and atti- 
tude in Lebanon. 

On November 18 Lontevideo press carried texts of 

lecal Leban8se Club's telerrems to governments of 
United States, Grert Britain and Russie expressing con- 
fidence in their early intervention in Lebanon's behalf 
and to Prime Uinisters of Epvypt and Irek setting forth 
Club's appreciation for attitude already assumed by 
these countries. 

Embassy ie informed that Kontevideo Lebanese Club. 
will present today a strong protest to Delegate (Lanolal) 
of French Committee of National Liberation. 
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SPINE ot re OLE 
WV \eummers Telegram to President Roosevelt from Lebanese Colony 


se 7 in the Department of Bolf{var, Colombia, Urging Good 

} Ne Daait ate MOF Sian, a Offices in Terminating Current Difficulties Between 
FO WA 1) Lebanese and French National Committee Representatives, 
| | - 


a Na ‘ ttrib. is. 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 





| 
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WASHINGTON: 


NC) 


I have the honor to refer to a cable of November 16, 1943, / 
directed to the Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt, President of the 
United States of America, by the Lebanese Colony in this city, 
urging that he use his good offices to terminate the present 
difficulties reported by the press as existing between the Lebanese 
people and the local representatives of the French National Com- 
mittee of Liberation, A translation of that cable is attached 
hereto, 
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Three representatives of the Lebanese Colony in the Department 
of Bolivar, Colombia, called on the undersigned officer on 
November 14, 1943, to inquire unofficially if any objection was 
perceived to the sending of a cable containing « request for the 
use of good offices, They were told that no objection was perceived 
but that this did not imply approval of the action, It was care= 
fully suggested that in view of the present situation it might be 
inadvisable to give undue publicity to the request, 





The telegram was signed, for the cable company's records, by 
Simén Beetar and Tufic Barbur, The third member of the group which 
visited this officer was Abraham Jattin of Lorica, Bolivar, These 
men are truly representative, it is believed, of the relatively 
numerous and powerful Lebanese Colony in this area, They are 
leading merchants and manufacturers. It is understood that the 
sending of the cable was approved in a meeting the night of 
November 13, 1943, attended by some forty or fifty members of the 
colony. 


Respectfully yours, 
Q 7 
Act ( 
« Kenne’ ey 
American Vice Consul 
Enclosure: 
1/ As stated above 
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Original and hect: iph to the Department ; 
One copy to the Embassy, Bogotf, 
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Enclosure No, 1 to despatch No, 139 


from the Consulate, Cartagena, Colombia, 
dated November 17, 1943. 


Translation of a Telegram to President Franklin D, 
Roosevelt from the Lebanese Colony in the Departaent 
of Bolfvar, Ocloubia, Urging Good Offices in Termina- 
ting Ourrent Difficulties Between Lebanese end French 
National Comittee Representatives, 


Cartagena, November 16, 1943 
Hip Excellency President Roosevelt, Washington, D.C. 


; We beg your excellency as the strong champion of democracy 
in this trying hour for our peoples, to lend your good offices 

for the purpose of ending the sorrowful events now taking place 
to the injury of all us who are laboring to re-establish world 

freedom, the destruction of which is desired by the hordes which 
call themselves superior, Respectful and cordial greetings. 


Lebanese Colony 


Gy, 


oo 
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Secretary of.State........ eee IPs 
Waahington, DeGe.  ns 1 
0... : wn jsol4> 


Sir: 





I have the honor to report that several Bolivian newspapers have 
commented editorially upon the recent Lebanese rebellion. Several 
have expressed the view that Lebanon's desire for freedom is a good 
test of the sincerity of the United Nations in their claim that th 
wish the liberation of oppressed peoples. pam 


zh Diario, whose editorial on the subject is transmitted herewith, 
telle of the importance of Lebanon among the states foming the Islem 
World. It mentions that many industrious and hard-working sons of 106 
Lebanon have settled in Latin America, and have contributed in good io} 
measure to the commercial progress of their adopted countries, Then G 
it tells that Lebanon was the victim of Allied “forgetfulness” in the aa) 
first “orld War. The Allies took advantage of a rebellion in that s 
territory, it said, to break the power of Turkey, but in the peace Lop: 
settlement conveniently forgot their promise of independence to (@) 
Lebanon, and the territory became a French Mandate, With the fall ~ 
of Continental France, the French Committee of National Liberation t 
assumed the mandate. El Diario states: N 
bt 


"The Lebanese have suffered the painful plight of a people 
dominated by force, It is sadly ironical that a nation which 
hag as its motto: ‘Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity’, and 2 Ee 
which cleims to be fighting for freedom, is the strangler of 
the sovereignty of a nation mall in area, but great in spiri- ‘ 
tual wealth, such as Lebanon. i) i? 





"This is a difficult problem for the French Committee of } 
National Liberation, . . No one knows better than this Com- 
mittee the importance of the morale of a people defending 
the noble cause of their liberation. Will the members of 
the French Committee act against their ow principles, which 


are their raison d'etre? G 
rf} 
"For the United Nations this is alao a serious problem. =a 

It ie an acid teat of the Atlantic Charter, one of the pos— é 
ye 


tulates of which applies to the Lebanese movement, 


We 


"The Lebanese cause finds a sympathetic echo in the Spanish \ 
American countries, and from these lands of liberty and hope f 
we send a message of moral support to the patriots of Beirut = 
who have valiantly unfurled the banners of freedom for their 
country." 


che! 


The Nationalist (M.H.R.) organ, la (The street) in ite 
politieal colum, “Callején Oseuro" (Dark Alley), commented: 


"French Liberation troops fired om Libanese patriots. 


Apparently they could net find euough of them who were 
willing to bear ame agninat their compatriots in France." 


Respectfully yours, 


2 Yor the oe 


Rovert ¥, Woodward 
Second Secretary of Embassy 
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presente guerra In liberacién o in- 
pendencia de su patria, Se crea 
asi, un grave probloma para ct 
) Comité jemal de Liberaciéa 
Francés, para ins Mecleag Uni. 
das y, sobre tode, pars Gran Bro 


fate, & ouye scotone reourren, 


El Libano, es ef cerebro det 
mande Grabs; destre de sus mon 
al 








riqueras } como es El 


Date trance es éste para el Co. 
mité Naclonal de Liveractin Fran 
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AFFAIRS 
Subject: Reaction in the Dominican Republic to 
w Receat Disturbances in Lebanon. 
528 
gable 


eretary of State 


: QU Washiagtoa, D. Cc. ry ftom, 
= Br? ee 
fx, nm ; we 
= & th reference to my airgrem.po. of i 
ber 1943, concerning the Cactten st Potions 
Republic to receat disturbances in Lebanon, I have 


the honor to report the following supplementary in- 
formation and developments. 


M. Yves Meric de Bellefon, Delegate in the Domi- 


aican Republic of the Freach Committee of National 
Liberation, in a conversation with an officer of ay 
0! staff, stated that he was not concerned over the in- 


dignation manifested by the Lebanese in this country. 


Ag! He said that having served seven years in the Near East 


he was familiar with the Arab mentality and used to the 
yrsctte eruptioas of public sentiment in these coun- 


oo. He said that French Mandate for Syria and 
Lebanca had been a thankless task and that France hed 
little to gain by retaining authority in Lebenon sceeyt 
in so fer as it restricts British ominanee in tha’ 


- The Lebanese ia the can Republic, while 


posing as ardent supporters of the Allied cause, have 


aot 


ted well with the French Representatives aor 


with the Free French Committee. M. de Bellefon added 
that as a matter of fact this passive attitude of the 
Lebanese was encouraged by the local government whieh 
prefers to keep their attention centered on internal 
rether than foreiga affairs. 


M. de Bellefoa stated that on November 13, 1943, 


the Dominican Goverment notified the of the 
@aily radio program: “Lebanese-Syrian-Palestinien Hour® 
that no reference whatever 4 be made in their 
broadcasts to the incidents in Lebanon. 


official commaiqué 


distortion of the le se situation by foreign news: 
agencies. A copy and qué 
1/2 enclosed. 


Sea | 7 


The Freaeh Defeats 







‘1. Official Freach commniqié 


2. Translation of above a7 
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AIR MAIL 


Enclosure no. 1 to despatch ao. dated November 28, 1943, 
from the American Embassy, ©. Jillo, D. R. 


(Published in Le Opinion of Movember 18, 1943) 


EL COM. FRANCRS DE LIBBRACION NACIONAL COMUNICA 
A LA PREMBA LA PROTESTA QUE PUBLICAMOS 


Bl Comité Francés de Liberacién Nacional nos 
ha enviado la siguiente nota que publicamos cosa 
gusto. Dice asf: 


PRIMERO: 

Le mayor parte de las acticias de fuente 
extranjera han dado un ceriz inexacto de le situa- 
cidn libanesa. 


SEGUNDO: 

Les decisiones tomadas por el Delegado General 
Gel Comité Francés de Liberacién Nacional fueron 
prevocadas por las medidas unilaterales adoptadas 
por el Lo foeaecalaes de Riad Sohl modifieando la coasti- 
tueiéda libanesea y colocando al Comité Francés de la 
Liberecién Nacional ante un "hecho cumplido". Este 
gobierno actuéd as{ en ol momento en que el Delegado 
General que habfa ido a Argel estaba en ruta de 
retorne hacia el Libano portador de iastrucciones 
a ¥ que darfan al gobierno libanés todas 
les geraatias ibles pera el ejercicio independi- 
eate de sus enmarcade dentro del Mandato y 
de los acuerdos eontraidos con Francia. 


3 
Les ineidentes que se suscitaron por ceuse de 
las medidas tomades por el Delegado General han sido 


que los 48 dipgutados que votaron a favor 

@e Ried la eamienda a la constitue 

feeran encarcelades, falso que ex los pueb- 
ipeles del » ast como en low pucdles de 

» cocurrieras disturbios serios, tfaise 
cheques entre tropas de asalto francesas 

i libanesa, falso que elementos drusos se 
evantedo, falso que ocurrieran decenas de mertes. 


hecho reina la calma més absoluta en el Lf{banc. 


“EEEEE 
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3 


De 

3 
an estima en los ofrculos autorizados de Argel 
-ibeme, poenage fin ea los males eatendidos que pusdan 
existir ela y que cogetiongas ua peligre a sola- 
meate la posic ée cia en el ete ings sino 
tanb: para los aliados en su esfuerzo pSlico. 


8, 1943, 
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following note which we publish with 
reads as follows: 
part of the news of foreiga origina 
has given an inexact impression of the Lebanese 
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0 gl Mr. Hayter called to inform the Department of the 
| 94 ateps which the British Government had taken in regard 
| to the situation in the Lebanese Republic. 


On the morning of November 11 Mr. Casey, the British 
Minister of State at Cairo, was informed that the British 
Government considered that the military situation demanded 
that order be kept in the Lebanon. If necessary, British 
forces were to intervene to maintain order. Mr. Casey 
was to inform the French, the Lebanese and the Syrians 
that the British could not tolerate disorders during the 
war. He was to suggest that the French come to a modus 
vivendi with the Lebanese and with the Syrians and sug- 
gest that a conference might be in order, to be attended 
by representatives of France, the Lebanon, Syria, the 
United Kingdom and the United States. Such a conference 
might assist in drawing up a provisional arrangement 
between France and the Levant States. 
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Mr, MacMillan at Algiers and Mr. Spears, the British 
Minister at Beirut, were to take action in accordance with< 
the foregoing. 


% 
aqma 


ao 
Later in the day the Foreign Office learned of the € ° 
action taken by M. Helleu in arresting Lebanese officials.” 


Thereupon 


3 50 
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Thereupon further instructions were sent to Mr. Casey. 
These instructions, which were to be carried out by 

Mr, MacMillan at Algiers, were to urge the withdrawal 
of M, Helleu and the release of the Lebanese officials 
who had been arrested. The view was expressed that the 
Lebanese Chamber should continue in suspension until 
calm had been restored but that it should be permitted 
to reassemble at the earliest possible date. Authority 
was given for the use of British forces to maintain 
order. 


At the same time, Mr. MacMillan was instructed to 
point out the deplorable effect which the French coup 
d'état had had in London. 


On the following day, November 12, two telegrams 
were sent to Mr. Casey for action by Mr. MacMillan at 
Algiers. The firat of these telegrams pointed out that 
the situation in the Lebanon had grown worse and worse 
and the French action more and more outrageous. As a 
result, excitement was growing throughout the entire 
Middle Eastern area. In the opinion of the Foreign 
Office, the French actions were wholly indefensible. 
The Foreign Office therefore urged compliance forthwith 
with the demand that M. Helleu be removed and the Lebanese 
politicians released. Mr. MacMillan was instructed to say 
that unless immediate satisfaction was received on these 
points, the British Government would take a line which 
could only be displeasing to the French. 


Subsequently on November 12 further instructions 
were sent to Mr. Casey and Mr. MacMillan, pointing out 
that the British Cabinet had endorsed the above-mentioned 
demands and desired Mr. MacMillan to make clear to the 
French Committee of Liberation that future British rela- 
tions with that Committee depended upon the readinese of 
the French to grant satisfaction on these demands. 
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No.raber 26, 1948 
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Z have the honer te acknowledge the reeeipt of your 
ceununteation ef Reveabor 16, 1945 anf have taken careful 
Rete of the views of the Government of Iraq, expressed 
thereia, regeréing the recent eveats in the Lebanon. 

Siesller expreseione were received by the Anerican 
Legation et Baghfiad, whieh has been authorised te ascure 
the Government of Iveq that this Covernsent preeptiy ant 
firnly euprecect te the Pronch Comittee of National 
Laveration at Algiers ite complete dicepproval ef the 
pepreacive acts of the French authorities in Lebanca ané 
Ate expeetation that the Geamittes vould take prompt 
atepe te resters the duly eleeted Gevernnent of the 
Lebenese Republic and te inpleneat the selenn prewises 
of independence given to the Lebancce people is 104) ta 


the 
The Honereble 
424 Jewiat, 
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the ene of the French National Counistes 


ae0ept,: Mr, the renewed as ate “ 
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940 Le to inform this Government of the profound concern felt 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE ES 

Memorandum of Conversation 
DATE: November 16, 1943 


SUBJECT: Protest of the Iraqi Government over the action 


of French authorities in the Lebanon 


PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Stettinius, the Under Secretary 


The Iraqi Minister 


Sager ie ee ee 
Mr. Murray, PA/M DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
COPIES To: 
OV 29194 
DIVISION OF 
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Acting under instructions of hie Government, the 
00 Iraqi Minister called on Mr. Stettiniua today in order 


by the people and Government of Iraq over recent events 
in the Lebanon. 


912/090 * 3068 


The Iraqi Minister left with Mr. Stettinius the 
attached note outlining the viewe of the Iraqi Govern- 
ment on this subject and expressing the view that "in 
order to insure tranquility and peace throughout the 
Arab world in general and the Lebanon in particular, an 
end should be put to any further interference by the 
French authorities in Syria and the Lebanon.* 


After his conversation with the Under Secretary, 
the Iraqi Minister accompanied Mr. Murray to his office 
for a further brief discussion of the situation. The 
Minister expressed the view that the French seemed to 
have “gone mad" and that it was incredible that they 
should take such action particularly against the Lebanese 
who had always been the most friendly of all Near Eastern. 
peoples towards the French. Mr. Murray informed the og 
Minister that the Department had instructed Mr. Murphy fy 


di/sa 


to ake this matter up urgentl with t French Committee - 
of National Liberation that we hoped an early solu- 


tion of the problem may be found. e, 
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November 15th, 1943 

Sir: a, es 
I have the honor to inform Your Excellency, that my 

Government has instructed me to notify you that the people and 
Government of Iraq are profoundly perturbed over the recent 
events in the Lebanon. 

1?) As Your Excellency well knows, the people of Lebanon, 
motivated by the desire for their freedom und independence, 
elected some time ago their own Parliament and their President. 
The French authorities with unparalleled violence and cruelty 
have interfered with the deliberations of this Parliament and 
thus have suppressed the rightful: expression of the will of the 
Lebanese people. They have resorted to the arrest of the Lebe- 
nese President, Cabinet members and some of the members of Por- 
liament. 

At ea time when, under the leadership of the United States 
of America, the United Nations, inspired by the Atlantic Charter, 
are struggling for freedom and independence, the action of the 


French authorities in the Lebanon is disheartening to all 


small 
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gmall nations and in particular to the Arabs. 

Therefore the Government of Iraq protests strongly against the 
action of the French authorities. 

My Government feels that in order to insure tranquility and 
peace throughout the Arab world in general and the Lebanon in par- 
ticular, an end should be put to any further interference by the 
French authorities in Syria and the Lebanon. Thus only can my 
Government be confident of a just and speedy restoration of the 
elementary rights of freedom and independence to the Lebanese 
people. 


Aocept, Excellency, the renewad assurances of my highest 


oa 


consideration. Hey 4) 


The Honorable 
Seoretary of State 


Washington, D.C. 
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I discussed the attached telerram 


om Beirut (Ko. 332, hovember 26, 7 tm.) 
th Mr. Bonbright (Eu) an@ we usreed thet 
é best course at present would be to tile 


e French protest without reply, in vie 
the following factors 


1) The crisis with which the OI 
incident was counccted is now 
resolved, and the French Dele;-ate 
General, Mr. Helleu, who originated 
the protest, is no longer in office. 


2) The French authorities in Washington 
are pleased with this Government's 
attitude in the Lebenese crisis, and 
particularly with the Department's 
press release of November 26, and are 
not pressing for a reply to their 
memorandum of Novem ‘ber 16. 


3) While the OWI rebuttal seems technical- 
ly correct, in that the offending 
document was submitted to the censor- 
ship, it is weak in that the document 
undeniably related to the internal 
Lebanese situation and circulation 
of such material is manifestly not a 
function for which OWI was established. 


ohler:Gc 
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ag Novomber 26, 7 
Sy on vests of full written report rede by OWI to 





pew Sate forwardod by are protest of Fronch Delegetio 
Foe nef ro2 

roforr od to in ieee 285, November 20, O perm. is 

j i) KL without foundction? 

ff Hudson stctos in report thet "OWI hes clwuys 

serupulously cvoided meddling in politics". He adds 

“e11 OWI motericl is consored by the French pefore 

distribution, «nd nover has c single lino beon roe 

1c-sed contrary to cn ordcr from French cuthoritics". 

Chronology of ovonts wos bricfly cs follows: 


Novoubor 5 Algiors Committee communique dcclering 


co 
© 
©) 
m 
ie) 
jo) 
~ 
nN 
~N 
“ 


that Lobeneso Government cond Perlicnont might not 





velidly modify constitution oxocpt with Fronch cason& 

{seo my 50, Novomber 5, & pet ne) aroused imiodiato ~ ants: 

strong protost in loccl circles. g O 
Novembor 6 Yorsc end Childhouse of 0.1, on invi-~ # 


tation of Eoirut journclist, visiltcd iinister of 






Intorior end Promicr to cscortain officicl roccetione 
Thoir intention wis to rcport such recotion to it in 


Now york Hf) 


-2- (S52, Novenber 20, 7 pem., from Bejrat.,. 


Now York. Prousicr geove thom strong or-1 stctemcnt 
(Summcr2zcc belew) which Morso put in writing ond 
scme cvoning submitted to Promier for cp orovele 

Nevenbor 7 Premicr returned stcteront with 
slight modificction.’ Questio of how 1t should bo 
haneclcd ws suomittca to Jemes Linon, Chicf of O':1 
outposts, then visiting Beirut. Lincn in written 
dircctive gave his cpprovel, suiject to my conourring, 
to O.I suggesting " thet the roprcescntrtivos of the 
Ascricon nows cgcneics hore eable text of tho stcto- 
mont throuch the regular normel chenncls, consorship 
cond All.cn",. 

Novenber 8 Carter of tho OVI showcd mo this 
dircetive cnd in convcrsction of loss then two minutos 
asked cccording to his report cnd my best memory, if 
I cpproved “hendling it through normel channcls". 
Plcocso note ase phrase "normel chremncls" in Linon's 
directive and in this inquiry. I gevo my cpprovel 
heving in wind thet phrasc meant rolcasc to American 
news cgeneivus only. Cartcr, howcver, intcndod it to 
mean rolccso in rogular OWI dcily news bullctin which 
is issued to loccl newspeners cftcr submission for 
ecnsorship to Fronch Pross Burcecu. 

Although I could not heve given my “pproval to 
icttcr procedurc, if only for reason thet loccl 


politiecl 


’ eels 
=3- ;)332, Novombor 26, 7 peme from Detrut. Ye? 


politcal tonsio wos high (soc my 306, Novcmbcr 9, 

10 ceme) tho point is not gormenea to question at 
{ssuoe Controlling point is thet Promicr's stato= - 
mont was in fact submitted to Pross Durccu ©s part 

of dreft deily bullotin, wes reccipted for ct 5:30 
PeMe CS shown by photostct acecompenying report, cnd 
was not objoctod to by ccnsorg Bullctin wes rolor.sod 
7310 pete IMdson's roport explaining that "by cagreee 
mont, ‘which hes boon in succossful operation for 
clmost oc yoar, if the ccnsors ao not es11 us within 
on hour eftor roccipt of tho OVI copy, wo mey cssume 
thet thc matoricl has bocn prsscde" 

Novombcr 9 local newspapers Wore forbiddcn to 
publish stctomont end Fronch Delcgetion goncreal come 
pleinod by tclophone to Logetion thet its issucnce 
vy OMI was moddling in local politicos. I had Gwynn 
ecl11 on politiccl diroctor to oxplein, Ho rcportcd 
conyorsation wos unsstisfcctory ond dircetor appecrcd 
unconvincod of our bona fides. 

Novombor 10 Proneh delcgetc in Damascus cddrossod 
noto to Farroll similerly protosting ..cgcinst distribu- 
tion of statoneunt vy OVI Demascus of ficoe 

November 11 prior to tclking locve of Hello cftor 
my conversation with him on political situation (soc 
scetion four my Novombcr 11, 8 pem.) I outlincd onso 

: to him 


-4- 332, November 26, 7 perm. from Bepmmt ea 


to him ond obtcinod his recdy <ssont to considoring 
it closcde en 

November 12 I head Gwynn e211 on politesl dircctor 
end roca him momorcndum of my conversction with Hollén 
of whoso @ecision dircetor took notc. 

Novembor 13 I informed Parrell of my conversa~ 
tion with Hollon snd instructed him to moko no 
written reply but to tcke first convoniont ocecsion 
to inform Dolog:.to of cgrocumcnt reached in thet 
conversc.tione 

‘eproll tells mu todsy that boecuso of econtinuin? 
crisis cnd his ovm scvoral cbsoncecs from Dam scus no 
such ocession has presented itself. 

Distribution in Damascus wos to twenty news~ 
papers ond to Government Press Durecu, President cnd 
Prime Ifinister onlye 

In cll, including Demnscus, 84 copies were sent 
to newspc pers ond 21 Lebaneso Syricn French British 
Americon cnd other government officicls; 59 delivered 
by hend in Beirut, remcinder by auto express plus 
hend or by mcil in provincese 

Summary of four hundred word ststemont follows: 

Crisis is tost of Atlentic Cherter which smcll 
netions hove regerded cs reft of ssfotye 


French 


-5= #352, November 26, 7 Ppem, from Be frat 

French Conmitteo cleims thet mendste continues. 
Our view is thet Regime disrpvecred by cvowsel of 
French themselves in 1941 when Allics occupied coun~. 
trys Lebanon's independence 1s “unconditioned 
excopt by military necessities" 

Lebancso hive chosen to cmend thoir constitution 
“go ingle it in hermony with indepondence" cs is their 
; right by Articlo 76. 

Freneh hed issucd commnique recognizing no 
cnendmont unless mcede with thoir cpprevel, Reply of 
Lebonose Government was to vote urnimously to submit 
cmondment to Pearlisment. 

Conclusio: “Lobsnon ssks nothing of Amcorica 
but hor morcl support. I promiso Lobcnoso in fmeriec, 
thet indepondonce of thoir n-tive country will not 
be scerificed". Lebeneso hopo cll Allics will sup- 
port them ond ‘thet French who cro struggling for 
thoir om liborty will comprehend. 
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GRINGANUA LEBANESE COLONY CHINUANUA MEXICO, VE 
PROTEOME BMERGETICALLY AOTS [OF] VIOLENCE [OF] FRENCH 
AVENGRITY [IN] TRAMPLING On RIGHTS [OF] LEBANESE 
PROFLE. AS PERVERT PARTIGANS [OF] DEMOCRACIES VE 
SUE INTERVENTION AIDING WEAK PHOPLES.70 GOVERN 
THERSRLVES PREELY. 
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ONINGANUA LEBANESE COLONY ONINUANUA MEXICO. WE 
PROTEST BREROSTICALLY acts (OF) VIOLENCE (OF) PRERON 
peneeatt (In) TRUPLING On ATENTS (OF) LEBANESE 
PEOPLE. AS FPERVIT PARTISANS (OF) DEMOCRACIES VE 
BUS INRENVENGEON AIDINO WEAK PEOPLES To GOVERN 
TRMISELYEO FROELE . 7 


DR. WADIE AUB. 


er ? 's 
| i we | ya she 


Please translate the attached material as indicateadl 





(check service desired) (cheok service desired) 
i (1) Brief indication (8) URGENT 
\ of subject matter. 5) To be translated as 
| {2} Summary of the substance. goon as circumstances 
| 3 Full translation. permit. 
| (6) To be returned not 
| later than (date) 
i (Chief ) 


| : Nard bah DEL Division) 


DEC a7 1948 
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To the 
American Goneular Officer in charge, 
Ghihuahea, Chibuabea, Mexico. 
The Seoretary of State encloses the original and trans- 
Jetion of s telegran dated Hovenber 22, 1943 addressed to 


Roosevel Dr. Wedie Ayub on behalf of the Lebanese 
of regarding the resent crisis in Lebanea. 


E 


3 
i 


Hovenber 29, 1941 the Departuent, in a statenont 
ese, the proclamations of independence 
and as a step toward the realization of 
and ‘3 tions of the Lebanese 
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This telegram must be Ase Ly 
paraphrased before being Dated Novenfer 2Y% ‘eHpay Ox 
communicated to anyone \ “DEC 3 1943 } 
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November 29, 10 a.m. 


Legation received today from the Minister for 


the Lebanon erisis passed by Chamber of Deputies on 
November ae Legation's telegram io. Als November 14, 
1 poems The translation of text is as follows, 

“Toe Chember of Deputies decided at ita meeting of 
the 27th instant to express its gratitude for the great 
efforts which the British Government and the American 
Government have made in supporting the legal cause of 
the Lebanon, The Chamber hopes that these efforts will 
continue for the fulfillment of the promises which have 


deen given for the realization of the complete independence 


and sovereignty of the Lebanon," 


REPIATEL TO BEIRUT, 


642/00°3068 
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suayect: DEVELO. EBANON 


DATE: November 24, 1943. 


PARTICIPANTS: M. Baudet, Delegation of the French © ttee 
of National Liberation. 


Mr. Morray ‘ 
Mr. Kohler NU, 
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pt? M. Baudet came in at his request to discuss develop- 
g 4 ments in Lebanon. 


862/00 °30628 


He said that the latest information off the ticker 
indicated that General Catroux had arranged for the release 
and restoration te office of the arrested Lebanese officials. 
He said that a serious mistake had been mde, and insisted 
that M. Helleu had acted on his own authority in taking the 
recent repressive action in Lebanon. He thought that 
M. Helleu and his ‘local French advisers did not realize 
that the days of "le mandat autoritaire" had passed. He said 
the strong British attitude had made the situation very | age 
ful and that the whole incident would make negotiations a : 
garding the implementation of Lebanese independence mord— : 
difficult. 4 4 


£ 

Mr. Murray said that we had noted with satisfaction 
the corrective measures taken by General Catroux, He 
realized that the situation had certainly not been improved 
by recent events, but observed that the trouble had certain- 
ly been brought on by the repressive actions of the French 
Delegate General himself. He remarked that there were 
certain areas of the world, including the Levant States, 
that were definitely marked out for independence. He thought 
that it would be in keeping with French traditions and very 
warmly received in the United States if the French showld 
set an example of sincerity and generosity in dealing with 


OW /Sd 


this 


«2 = 


this matter, and not persist in a sterile legalistic 
attitude. . 


M. Baudet agreed, and said that he thought the 
French would come to realize that there was no point in 
insisting upon the mandatory technicalities. He hoped, 
however, that the French would now be given a free hand 
to deal with the situation according to their best judg- 
ment. In this connection he referred to the recent 
French protest regarding actions of the OWI representatives 
in Beirut, and was informed that we had asked for a full 
report on this matter. 
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or 29, 1943 

__ DIVISIO 

CONMUNICATONS ages 
Honorsble Cordelt Wil: rel 4 
The Secretary of State, ne : 
Department of State, 1StOW OF 


MEARE, 
Washington, D. C. ~ NEAR FASTERN AFFAIRB 


Wy dear Mr. Secretary! 


Enclosed herewith please find copy of a 
telegram addressed to me by Mr. D. Mansour, Secretary 
of the Masarath Al Tafaah, concerning the independence 
ef Lebanon. 


Will you kindly give the contents of this 
telegram your most careful consideration and then let 
mo have your reaction thereto, 

With appreciation for your consideration and 
cooperation, and with my kindest regards, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


LZ. PT 
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Jos ¥ GurFsY 

U 8 srs 

WASHINGTON D 

THE MAZARATHAL FAFPAAH YOUNG MANS SOCIETY FOUNDED IN WASHINGTON 
PENNA 1926 BY AMERICAN CITIZENS OF LEBANESE EXTRACTION TO HELP 
LEBANOM ACHIEVE ITS INDEPENDENCE, VIEWS WITH GREAT CONCERN 

THR PRESENT DEVELOPMENTS THREATENING THE STRUCTURE OF THAT 
INDEPENDENCE NOW ACHIEVES. AS AMERICAN CITIZENS WE PRAY 

OUR GOVERNMENT AT HIIS STAGE OF WORLD TURMOIL 10 USE ITS WBIGHTY 
INFLUENCE 10 HELP STABILIZE OONDISIONS IN THB REPUBLIC OF LEBANON 
ON THE BASIS OF THE ATLANTIC CHARTER AND SUPPORT LEBANON EM ITS 
RIGHT TO THE ENJOYMENT OF ITS INDEPENDENCE. WB RESPECTFULLY 
SUBMIT THAT NO CONSIDERATION OF EXPEDIENCY AT THIS STAGE OF 

WORLD AFFAIRS SHOULD BE PERMITIED 70 INTRODUCE ANY BASIC CHANGE 
IN THE PRESER? REPUBLICAN INDEPENDENT FORM OF GOVERNMENT IN 
LEBANON, TO THE END THAT ITS INHABITANTS APTER THE WAR AND 
DURING THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS BE ALLOWED 10 DECIDE THEIR OWN 
DESTINY, IM AM ATMOSPHERE OF SEOURITY AND BY THE PXMRCISE OF THBIR 
FULL FREEDOM OF GHOIGE, AND FREE FROM THE FEAR OF THREAT OW 
COERCION FROM WHATEVER SOURCE IT EMANATES. THIS COURSE APPEARS 
TO US TIE MOS? CONDUCTIVE TO FUTURE STABILITY. If [8 BASED 

OM THE CONSIDERATION OF ELEMENTARY JUSTICE, WHICH WE ARE OOMPIDENT 
THAT OUR GOVERNMENT, IN IS CAPACITY OF THE LEADER CF DEMOCRACY 


IN THIS STRUGGLE, WILL MOT HESITATE 70 SEE APPLIED 70 THE OASE OF 


OUR RATTVE LAND, THE RRPUBLIC GF ILBANON 


THR MAZARATE AL TAPAAR «0D MANSOUR SECRETARY 


in reply refer to me 
RP 6902.00/280 Dacor hw AC) 


My dear Senator Guffey? 


The receipt is acknowledged of your communication 
of November £9, 1943 transmitting: for my attention «a 
sopy of a telegram of recent date addressed to you by 
Mr. D, Mansour, Secretary of the Masarath Al Tafaoh, 
regarding the recent crisis in Lebanon. 


On November 29, 1941, the Department, in a statement 
to the press, welcomed the proclamations of independence 
of Lebanon and ia as a step toward the realisation of 
the natural and itimate aspiretions of the Lebanese and 
Syrian peoples, with which the American Government and 
people have always sympathized, for the full enjoyment of 
sovereign independence, - , 


Pollowing the recent events in Lebas this Govern- 
ment promptly made its position kmowm to the French 
Committee of National Liberation in Alg in accordance 
with its established policy, It was made clear that this 
Government hoped that the and Lebanese could reach 
some agreement which would allow the Lebanese people full 
independence, bearing always in mind the military exigencies 
of the situation. 


Sincerely yours, 


"mety 
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United States Senate. 
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ae OS vrap east 
November 29; 6 plm. sae AA 


the Prime Minister approved a circular to BR 
sentatives in the Necr East on the Lebanese 
tuation, the substrnce of which is as follows: The 
Lebanese may now be expected tr show themselves 
Aintreanchent townrds the French, If this takes 

the form of unilateral action and goes too far it 
mey fan the flomes of hostility ogainst the French 
wnich would spread to North Africa, with impediment 
to the war efforts, to Irnq, Eyypt, et cetera. The 


Lebanese renlize thot they owe much to the British, 


MacMillan who hes just returned from Cairo tells me 





18¢/00° 3068 


ey6t 14 qt. 
ew/ sens 


&e@+, Support for holding the recent elections, support a 


for their independence, and they may be expected 

to turn to the British if they get into difficulties. 
The French heve now refused the British offer to help 
concilinte differences between them and the Lebenese; 
moderati members of the Freneh Committee heve 


* Pequested 


Ory 


Tew2u 


eit. 


S26 


22+ $63, November 29, 6 pem., from Algiers 


requested that this offer be not pressed and the 
British have acquiesced in this. If negotiations 
between French and Lebanese foil to develop satisfactorily 
if is likely that French of their own accord will 
then turn to British for help. British policy 
therefore will be to hold off for two or three 
weeks hoping negotiations make progress and feeling 
that if they do not mike progress both sides are apt 
to turn to theme ' ; 

What is desired 1s o modus vivendi perheps 
in form of a treaty to be initinled and held until 
after wor for ratification thus saving question of 
authority of French Committee to act in name of Fronce. 
Syria could be dealt with in some way, British 
inatructions to Spears are to show moderntion and 
to urge. it. 

Sent to Department, repeated London, Beirut and 
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HENRY CaBOT LODGE SEN« 
WHITE HOUSE WASHDC DCe 


TEXT OF APPEAL, TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT AND SECRETARY HULL- 
THE MT LEBANON SOCIETY AND AUXILIARY, AN ORGANIZATION FOUNDED 
IN FALLRIVER 14 1911 BY AMERICAN CITIZENS OF LEBANESE 
EXTRACTION TO HELP LEBANON ACHIEVE 11S INDEPENDENCE, Views 
WITH GREAT CONCERN THE PRESENT DEVELOPMENTS THREATENING 
THE STRUCTURE OF THAT |NDEPENDENCE NOW ACHIEVED AS AMERICA) 
“CETIGENS WE PRAY OUR GOVERNMENT AT THIS STAGE OF WORLD ruew0 18 
_ TO USE ITS WEIGHTY iWLUENCE TO HELP STaBILi. CONDITIONS 
N THE REPUBLI< OF LEBANON ON THE BASIS OF THE ATLANTIC 
CHARTER AND SUPPORT LEBANON . aN ITS RIGHT TO THE ENJOYMENT 
: “OF 11S INDEPENDENCE. © ; : 
qa WE RESPECTFULLY SWBMIT THAT NO CONSIDERATION OF EXPEDI ENC: 
AT THIS STAGE OF WORLD. AFFALRS SHOULD BE PERMITTED To v3 
INTRODUCE ANY BASIC CHANGE IN THE PRESENT REPUBLICAN 
INDEPENDENT FORM OF sereRaaeNT IN LEBANON, = 
END a 
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TO THE END THAT ITS INHABITANTS AFTER THE WAR AND DURING 
THE PEACE NEGOTIATIATIONS BE ALLOWED TO DECIDE THEIR OWN 
“DESTINY IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF SECURITY AND BY THE EXERCISE OF 

THENR FULL FREEDOM OF CHOICE AND FREE FROM FEAR OF THREAI 

(OR COERCIAN FROM WHATEVER SOURCE IT EMANATES. 

@ THIS COURSE APPEARS TO US THE MOST CONDUCIVE TO FURTHER 
© STABILITY 11 13 BASED ON THE CONSIDERATION OF ELEMENTARY 

JUSTICE. WHICH WE ARE CONF IDENT THAT OUR GOVERNMENT IN JTS 

CAPACITY OF THE LEADER OF DEMOCRACY. IN THI GREAT STRUGGLE 
ILL NOT HESITATE TO SEE APPLIED TU THE CaSE OF QUR NATURE 

» LAND THE REPUBLIC OF LEBANON: 


MT LEBANON SOCIETY FARRIS NASSIF JR PRESIDENT. 
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ip Sebuoo/aes 
My dear Mr. Hassif: 


fae Henerable Henry Cabot , d., United States 
Senater fren Massaobasette, bas referred te the 


ef State te of 18, 1943 regaréing the 
resent srisie eich. 


On Mevesber 29, 1941, the Depertaent, in a statenent 
to the press, weleened the Lamations of independence 
of Lebanen and as a step toward the realisation of 
the natural and timate ee ae ef the Lebanese 
and Syrian les, with which the Agerican Governaent 


and peeple have a for the full enjoy- 
ment of sovereign nienee. 


z2ec/o0°s0F° 


the recent events ia Lebanon, this @evern- 
id nade ite position known te the French 

ems tose of National Liberation in Algiers in accordance 

Ate established peliey. It wis made clear that this 

Meag tne French and Lebanese eould reach 

whieh would allew the Lebanese peeple full 

» Dearing always in mind the military exigen- 

cies of the situation. 


Yor your further iaforsetion Bthere is enelesed here- 

th a on a presse release Leeued vy the Departacnt of 
te on enbver 26, 1943. 
Gineerely yours, 


Fer the Seeretary of State! 
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Researeh and Publication 
Presa release dated 
Hevenber 26, 


pre 


te. Ferris Maseif, dr., President, A tree 


Mt. Lebanon Sesiety, ja Vas) 
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS N, 


4 November 18, 1943 
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Division of Neer fastern Affairs 


State Department 
Washington, D. Ce 


Gent lemen; 


wry 


r) Den 


consideration, a wire received from a constituent of mine. 


GMGs BM 


Enclosure - 


Sincerely, 








89 
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I am transmitting herewith, for your attention and 


28¢/00° 306s 


NC W/ Sd 


(COPY :LFB) 


WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM 


MA412 NL - Oewlein Iowa 13 
SENATOR GUY M. GILLETTE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


ON BEHALF OF THE SYRIAN AMERICANS OF IOWA. APPEAL TO YOUR 
HONOR TO VOICE OUR PROTEST TO OUR STATE DEPARTMENT AGAINST 
THE CRUELTY OF THE FRENCH ARMY COMMITS IN SYRIA WHILE OUR 
BOYS ARE DYING ON THE BATTLE FIELD POR LIBERATION. 


C. RICHARD 


Im reply refer to 
RP 


My dear Senator Gillette: 


I have received your letter of November 18, 1945 
with whieh you enclosed a telegram of November 15 from 
Mr. C, Richard, Oelwein, Iowa, regarding the recent 
4 pe? crisis in the Lebanon. ‘ 
A copy is enclosed of a letter on the subject which 
has been addressed to Er. Richard by the Department. I 
mm returning his telegram herewith for your files. 


Sineerely yours, 


BR. Wilder Speulding 
Chief, Division of 
Research and Publication 
Enclosures: 
“1. From Mp, Rishard, 
re November 13, 1943. 
st » /%. To Mr. Richard, 
> The Honorable 


& ‘x 
&. Guy M. Gillette, | ea —| 
4 came 
United States Senate. 
weal sep.) 11/26/43 
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Nevemre: 30 139% 


In reply refer to 
RP 


My dear Mr, Richard: 


The Honorable Quy M, Gillette, Senator from Iowa, 
has referred to the Department of State ur tele, 
“ November 13, 1943 regarding the recent crisis the 
banon. : 


On November 29, 1941, the Department, in a statement 
to the press, welcomed the proclamations of independence 
of Lebanen and erm @s a step toward the realization of 

ogitimate aspirations of the Lebanese and 
Syrian peoples, ith which the American Government and 
people have always sympathized, for the full enjoyment of 
sovereign independence, 


Following the recent events in Lebanon, this Govern- 
ment promptly made its position known to the Prench 

Committee of iiational Liberation in Algiers in accordance 
with ite established policy, It was made clear that this 
Government hoped that the French and Lebanese could reach 
some agreement which would allow the Lebanese people full 


bearing always in mind the military exigencies 


independence 
of the situation. 
Sincerely yours, 


B. Wilder Spauld 
Chief, Division sre 
Research and Publication 


Mr, C. Richard, 
Oelwein, Iowa. 
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SUBJECT: “Londen Timea Article, "A Danger in the 
Levant"? 
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The’ H ol ee reds 
. The Secretary of Prater. “ne 


£ Washington, b-Sai BS, 
‘ ee 


, ee § 
Sir: 





by I have the honor to transmit copy of an article, 
entitled "A Danger in the Levant" by tne London Times! 
Speq¢ial Correspondent lately in the Lebanon and pub- 
lished in the London Times of November 15“and 164; 1943, 


in which the author dIscti8ses the recent everits in the 
q4 op. © Lebanon. 


2 
Ww 
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Respectfully yours, 
For the ambassador: 
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 & ostimant. 
First Secretary of Emeassy 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE ; 
OF THE ae | 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ‘ 


W Ar AMERICAN EMBASSY 

ad 

gh México, D. ¥., Kéxico 
wy Novemter 10,1943 


Year Paul: 


Mr. Karam, head of the Union Libanesa in Mexico 
city, called this morning in 4 typically Near hastern 
state of distress ss a result of a newspaper item which 
I quote in free translation: 


"The Lebanese will Independence Themselves. 


A Motion in This Sense was approved 
Unanimously in the Chamber. 


By Henry I. Gorrell, Corres- 
pondent of the United Fress. 


Cairo, November 9, The French authorities have 
established a rigid censorship in the Lebanon as 

a result of the near crisis which arose unexpectedly 
when the Chamber of Deputies of the Lebanon approved 
a motion leading to proclaiming immediately the in- 
dependence and the absolute sovereienty of the 
country, according, to reports which heve been 
coming from the Near (sic.) East. 


In a dramatic gesture of challenge directed 
at the French National Committee of Liberation, 
the Lebanon has declared for its imnediate inde- 
pendence with 6s vote of 48 votes of the Deputies 
present, which constitutes a unanimous act, the 
two lacking to complete the total having refrained 
from attending the session. 


This vote took place after the Chamber re- 
jected a proposal for referring to a special com- 
mittee the proposed constitutional reforms. 


They 


Paul H. Alling, squire, 
Chief, Division of 
Near Eastern affairs, 
Department of state, 
Washington, D. ©. 
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They had hardly learned of these developments 
when the French established complete censorship 
over all messages going abroad and prohibited the 
local dailies from giving any information on the 
subject. It is said, moreover, that last night 
the French police occupied the newspaper puild- 
ings in Beirut, the capital of Lebanon. There 
were sOme newspapers which were able to get out 
extras but these were seized in the street. The 
reports given by radio state that the situation 
is unchanged and that calm prevails. 


(In London it is said that the situation is 
very delicate and that any moment acts of violence 
may take place.) 


Liberty Without Restrictions. 


Before the war, Syria and the Lebanon officially 
enjoyed independence under the mandate of France. 
But after the allies entered Syria in 1941 in an- 
ticipation of a possible coup of the Germans, Gen- 
eral Georges Catroux, who was at the head of the 
forces of the Fighting French, proclaimed the in- 
dependence of Syria and the Lebanon, leaving pend- 
ing the details to be agreed upon later, and in 
March of this year the negotiations were begun 
leading to the holding of free elections in the 
two Republics. In spite of this, the Lebanese 
Chamber approved yesterday the amendments to the 
constitution to eliminate any clause incompatible 
with sovereighty and and independence seeking to 
obtain immediate absolute liberty without any re- 
striction. 


The news regarding the developments in Beirut 
were given by a broadcasting station of the Near 
Bast. It is known that for some days the situa- 
tion was very delicate because the French and the 
Lebanese were discussing the constitutional amend- 
ments. Last week the Lebanese Government made 
known its proposals to modify the consitution and 
to submit the amendments to the Chamber. Amongst 
the most important amendments are those of the 
right to vote, to elect Deputies and the right of 
the Lebanese Government to name diplomatic repre- 
sentatives abroad without consulting the French. 


The French 


=j= 


The French High Commissioner insisted that he 
must consult the French National Committee with 
seat in Algiers before the constitutional amend- 
ments were approved, stating that the fact of con- 
sulting did not affect in any way the offer of in- 
dependence. 


Yesterday Abaza Pacha, President of the Pan 
Arab Movement, sent a message to Aaron de Benoist, 
representative in Egypt of the French National Com- 
mittee, saying that the attitude of the French was 
incompatible with the promises made by Generals De 
Gaulle and Giraud last year and he asked them to 
act as an intermediary in order that his letter 
might reach Algiers." 


Karam, who professes deep friendship and admira- 
tion for the United States, said that the large Lebanese 
Colony here and probably the large Lebanese colonies 
throughout Latin America would.wish to protest to the 
French, to the British and to ourselves regarding this 
reported attitude of the French National Committee to- 
wards the efforts of the Lebanese to complete their in- 
dependence. He asked that if possible he be furnished 
the facts regarding the French actions towards these 
latest independence moves and that we give him any ad- 
vice we could as to the making of the protests and the 
question of whether they should be addressed to the 
local representatives (for example, in Mexico) of the 
French, British and American Governments, or whether 
they should be sent direct to the Governments concerned 
(presumably, in the case of the French, to the French 
National Committee). I think that, at least with respect 
to Mexico, the Lebanese would be guided by any sugges- 
tions we might see fit to make. 


I told Karam that because of the friendship in the 
United States for the Lebanese people, I would report 
what he said to the Department with a view to ascertain- 
ing whether there was any information we could furnish. 
I emphasized, however, that it was only on such grounds 
that I could even report the matter to the Vepartment 
and that anything we did at apie stage or possibly might 
do later would have to be on entirely confidential and 
unofficial basis. He said that he clearly understood 
this. 


Are there 


whe 


Are there any facts or suggestio:: you would like - 
to have me communicate to Karam on this subject? In 
any event, I would appreciate a prompi reply, if possi- 
ble by telegraph, as to what, if anyting, you wish me 
to do. My knowledge of the Near Yast goes back so far 
that even if I had ever known anyi.ng about the Lebanese 
picture, I would be more than hesitant to get involved 
in it even personally, confidentially and unofficially, 
without guidance from the Lepartment. I know that there 
are probably various sides to this story and that we 
cannot take anything for granted, «specially when so far 
from the scene of action. I do think this matter is 
important in the sense that if we are in a position to 
furnish.eny.faects or suggestions, they may possibly 
affect the actions taken by the Lebanese here and pos- 
sibly in other countries. Of course, what the Lebanese 
out of their own country may do probably will have no 
official importance but it may have considerable moral 
importance. 


Please let me have a word from you as soon 4s 
possible. 


Sincerely yours, 


Wott 


Herbert SS, Bursley 
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‘AMERICAN EMBASSY 
November ll, 1943 


Dear Paul: 


After my letter to you of November 10 was typed 
this morning, Mr. Karam telephoned me and said that he 
had listened to this morning's radio broadcast from 
London and had picked up the information that the French 
had arrested the Fresident of the Lebanese Chamber and 
other officials. He asked my advice as to whether 
under the circumstances the Lebanese Colony should 70 
ahead and protest. I said that I thought this was a 
matter entirely for the discretion of the Lebanese 
Colony and that I was not in a position to make any 
suggestions whatsoever. Mr. Karam said that he was 
quite sure the Colony would protest and he caid that 
he would send me a copy unofficially and infor ly 
of the protest. If and when I receive a copy of the 
protest, I will forward it to you personally. I attach 
a copy of my letter to you of November 10 as of possible 
interest, even though there is no lonzer anv urgency 
about my receiving your comments.. 






One curious aspect of this matter is that yester- 
day Mr. Karam was inclined to be somewhat suspicious 
of the news from Cairo since it would have hud to clear 
the British Censorship and this fact mivht account for 
thereibeing some British interest involved in letting the 
news out. After hearing the London broadcast, however, 
Mr. Karam seems to be fairly satisfied that the facts 
are being correctly stated by the British. He pointed 
out that it was his understanding that neither the 
British nor the Americans were involved in the repress- 
ive action reportedly taken by the French. 


You can realize my reluctance at being involved 
even in this very indirect way in matters concerning 
which I have so little knowledge. However, TIT cannot 


help 


Paul H. Alling, Esquire, 
Chief, Division of 
Neer Eastern affairs, 
Department of Ctate, 
Washington, D. Cc. 
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help but have a degree of sympathy for the Lebanese 

in the sense that they look to us, the Americans, 43 
perhaps the only people they can count upon. The 
Lebanese here feel that the French are not practicing 
what they preach when they suppress any definite moves 
of the Lebanese towards real independence. 


Sincerely yours, 


as ©. Bursley 


Attachment: 
Letter dated November 10. 
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AMERICAN EMBASSY a 


México, D.F., México, i 
November 13, 1943. 


I refer to my recent letters regarding the Lebanese 
situation. menage 





This morning's papers give extensive publicity to 
the crisis in the Lebanon. Excelsior publishes, under 
an eight-column head, an AP article by Richard G. Massock 
from London. It also publishes a protest by the local 
Lebanese colony addressed to public opinion in Mexico 
against the actions of the military authorities of the 
free French in the Lebanon. So far, Dr. Karam, mentioned 
in my previous id and s associate, Dr. Nimeh, have 
been in to see me have*furnished a copy of the protests 
they intended to address 8 President Roosevelt, Prime 
Minister Churchill, and the Fighting French. We have, 
however, two telegrams from Tehuecan, Puebla. 


Respectfully but energetically we desire 
to have brought, through the -worthy channels 
of your Government, our protest for the assaults 
(atentados) committed by the representative in 
the Lebanon of the French Liberation Committee, 
against the peo le and authorities of the 
Lebanon, which is also fighting for the victory 
of democratic ideals. 


Cordially, for the Lebanese Union of 
Tehuacen, 


(Signed) José £. Nakid. 


EvGl 9¢ AUN 


This Lebanese pro-Allied Committee protests 
with indignation, through Your Excellency, to the 
just Government of the United States of America 


for “the 


Paul H. Alling, Esquire, y 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
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for the numberless unqualifiable abuses and 
outrages (atropellos) committed by represente- 
tives in the Lebanon of the French Committee 
of Liberation. 


cordially, 
(Signed) Gabriel Milke. 


Sincerely yours, 


ieee ee | 


Herbert 3. Bursley. 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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+ the, Lebanese ‘situation. 


“oR ito MS Kerem calls me every day to ask 
whether I have any information for him, 


AMERICAN EM 


petaw Witho, D. F., México 
November 19, 1943 







a) 


) my recent letters regarding 


Is there anything you can give me to pass 

oo on to Mr. Karam regarding facts or our policy 

6”: or both? Failing anything else, possibly you 

yg? would be good enough to send me some press re- 
leases which I could give to him and some of 


the Lebanese here. 


Sincerely yours, 


Ae het 


Herbert S. Bursley 


Paul H. Alling, Esquire, . 
Chief, Division of Near 
Eastern Affairs, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Herbert: 


I have reseived your letters of Noveaber 10, 11, 
13, and 19, 1943, regarding the Lebanese pit tion. 
An airgram is going forward to the Hubassy within a 
day or two, with reference to its A-2603 of Novenber 16, 
and I believe the information contained in it will assist 
you in replying to inquiries on this ‘question. No press 
releases on the situation have as yet been issued by the 
Department, but you have probably read in the Radio 
ae Bulletins the remarks made by the Secret at recent 
otk press conferences in reply to press inquiries. 
With best regards, 


Bnuserely yours, 


‘ Roy a 
Bae fe Lier 


/ 


4, &/” YRervert S. Bureley, Esquire, 
4 a0 Counselor of Embassy, 
Ny udxiee, D. ¥. 


Q¢l_saitaomus 13/24/08 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
Wiss Jerusalem, Palestine, 


SUBJECT: Attitude of Hebrew Press toward Lebanese 
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prepared by Vice Consul Richard W. BYRD, after con- 
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94 I have the honor to enclose a memorandum 
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versations with Jerusalem representatives of the 
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tatives of several of the papers and not with 
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the attitude of the press generally in spite of 
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versaation. There seems to be little doubt that 
Jewish attitude is generally pro-French and ant 
British in the Lebanese difficulty. 
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Respectfully yours, 
a 






See 


; bans sera L. C. Pinkerton 
z fp American Consul Gener 
; t oe 
gst 2 i, Ae 
Memorandum 


File No. 800 
ToP/ep 


To Department in original and hectograph. 
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—“““Y__‘Hebrew papers, on the attitude of the Hebrew Press 
..4 « | toward the Lebanese situation. The memorandum is 
\ based on casual conversations with local represen- 


responsible editors, but it is believed to reflect 


the fact that some individual views of the repre- 
sentatives may have found their way into the con- 


the 
L- 


Pr6l FT Nb 


al 


rv] 
ie) 

> 
™ 
3 
~ 
N 
© 
> 


a 


Enclosure to despatch No. 947, dated November 20, 
1943, from the American Consulate General, Jerusalem, 
Palestine, entitled "Attitude of Hebrew Press toward 
Lebanese Situation". 





MEMORANDUM 


SUBJECT: Views of Hebrew Press on 
Events in the Lebanon. 


It 1s generally felt that the Public Information 
Office 1s responsible for the news material, called 
extremely biased, which has been disseminated in 
Palestine; and there is some displeasure at the 
language used in the PBS and Near Kast Broadcasting 
Station Arabic broadcasts. One paper submitted for 
publication an article containing the opinion that 
the PBS description was perhaps somewhat exaggerated, 
but the article was killed in toto by the censor. 

The same paper reports that the French authorities 

in the Lebanon have been forced to forbid listening 

to the PBS and Cairo Radio stations, in order to 
prevent misrepresentation of the situation to the 
People. Another paper received a written report from 
a reliable correspondent in Beirut, which wes smuggled 
in by @ British military car on Saturday. The PIO 

did not permit publication of any part of it. 


The press representatives agree that the Lebanese 
election was not a free one. One man says the British 
spent several million franes on it, and another sets 
the figure more definitely at £ 600,000. All say that 
the Government elected was pro-Moslem and not repre- 
sentative of the people, and all agree thet Jewish 
sympathy is with the Maronites on account of their 
parallel position as a minority surrounded by Moslems. 
That 1s to say, the Jewish attitude is anti-Khoury, 
anti-British, and pro-Edde and pro-French. This 
attitude appears to be based on the following 
opinions which, regardless of their intrinsic merit, 
seem to be generally held by the Jewish press: 


1. Lebanese independence can be achieved only 
through the French and the League. 

2. Lebanese independence would not serve the 
British interests. 

3. The Prench are not against Lebanese indepen- 
dence and are more disposed to protect the 
minority Christian interest against the 
Moslems than are the British. 

4. The French action establishing a Christian 
government expressed the will of the 
majority of the Lebanese people, which had 
been artificially repressed in the election. 

5. The Jews of Palestine feel that a British 
controlled Lebanon would become lost in an 
Arab federation, but an independent or even 
a@ French Lebanon would, as a nearby religious 
minority, be good company for the Palestine 
Jews. 


The 


Die 


The smuggled report mentioned above said that 
1) within three days Edde coulda form a government 
with the full support of a large majority of the 
people if there were no British interference, 2) 
there is no "free Lebanese Government" hiding in the 
Baka'ta (the people are quite satisfied with the French 
stand), 3) the Maronite Patriarch denies having asked 
for British protection as reported in Palestine, and 
4) Lebanese students did not demonstrate in Eeirut 
but only Palestinians and Iraqis. The report also 
saya American backing for the French stand is hoped 
for, but not necessarily expected. The representative 
of another paper says a considerable body of Jewish 
opinion feels it 1s the duty of the United States to 
intervene because the United States is largely re-~ 
sponsible for, end should support, the French National 
Committee. The impression gained, however, is that 
this view is not widely held, and its expression by 
the representative is wishful thinking, rather than 
objective reporting. 


There does not seem to be much desire among the 
Hebrew papers to be very frank in print, because they 
apparently believe it would be fighting for a losing 
cause and would do no good to the future position of 
the papers or of the Jews in relestine. Conversa- 
tions have been had with representatives of right, 
center, and left Jewish papers. They all seem in 
remarkable accord on this subject, but there was 
nothing said which could be construed as indicating 
collaboration in formulating their views. 


In summary, the attitude of the Jewish press 
seems to be that the French are supporting the wishes 
of the people of the Lebanon, and the French In turn 
are deserving of ‘support from outside. There seems 
to be little expectation, however, that outside sup- 
port will be forthcoming, and little outlook, in the 
opinion of the Jewish press, for anything but @ 8o- 
called compromise solution in which the British view 
will predominate. 
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I wave the honor to report that] the recent imeiderts 
between the Republic of Lebanon and the French Committee 
of Metienei -ttberdtion bave.had a wiflespread reaction on 
Cuba!s-press-and of Cul 









ie) 





‘a public-opinion at large. 








general attiygas ofthe Cubsine in this regerd 
r tavGreble to the French Committee of National 
Liberation and openly sympathetic to the Lebanese, This 
is shown in the numerous editorials published in the local 
press and by commentaries heard from people from all social 


streta which be confidentially reported to this Embesey. 
i UC. A 
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The Départment is reterred to the Embassy's despatch 
No, 2547/’ot March 23, 1943 regarding the Syrian-Lebanese- 
eetinian Colony in Cuba. Needless to sey the Syrian- 
‘benese Colony is whole-neartedly supporting complete 
Ehdependence for the Republic of Lebanon. 


In order to counteract the open and widespread oriti- 
@iem of the French Committee of National Liberation, its 
Moal representative, M. Philippe Grousget, issued on 
@mber 16 a note (a copy of which is enclosed herewith) 
which he attempts to explain tne incident in a light 
prable to General de Gaulle. Although M. Grousset 
probably sent copies of his note to ail Habana newspapers, 
b is significant to nove that the very few dailies which 
considered Grousset's note wortny of pubiisning did not 
publish ite full text but only excerpts of it, This is 
in contrast to the considerable space given by the Cuban 
presse to the news coverage of the incident. 


Generelly speaking, the claim of the Lebanese Republic = 
for complete independence interpreted in Cuba as 
a logical sequel to the prjpaiples enuNutated:in the 
Atlantic Charter, and the pnsuing action taken by the 
French Committee of Natio Liberation has been defined 
by most people as "anti- cratic and imperialistic", It 
is my impreseion that this incident has contributed con- 
siderably to lessen the papularity which General de Gaulle 
formerly enjoyed in Cub H 
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jt Respectfully yours, 
Encloeu 5 


Copy of M, Grousset's ie ; 
note 7} A 
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Enclosure to despatch No. 5259 
of November 27, 1943, from the Kmbaesy at Habena 


"Francia contrajo la obligacidn de conceder al 
Libano eu independenoia, dentro de los term{nos y condi-’ 
Clones establecidos por el Mandato que le concedio la 
Sociedad de las Naciones en 1919. Antes de estallar la 
guerra presente, el gobierno francés se disponia a dar 
ejecucién a ese compromiso, e lo que nunca se mostro 
remisa nuestra nacidn por estimar que el pueblo libanés 
no era ni habia sido nunoa una colonia, sino un amigo 
nuestro, La amistad entre Francia y el Libano tiene una 
larga tradiocidn, cuyo origen reside en los tiempos de las 
Cruzadas, y los libaneses han mantenido siempre el mas 
hondo afecto hacia nosotros. Cuando Francia fué al Libano, 
lo hizo como potenole dispuesta a le cooperacidn de loge 
esfuerzoa nacionales de los libaneses, Antes de esa época, 
heste los Sultanes de Turquia reconocieron que era menester 
respetar los derechos del pueblo dei Libano a mantener eu 
amistad hacia Francia. x en multiples tratadog se dejo con— 
stancla de esa disposicion. Por eso, cuando las tropas 
francesas entraron en el Libano no fueron recibidas como 
hueste conquietadora, sino como fuerzes amigas, en cono- 
cimiento de que ibamos a contribuir a la organ saidn de la 
independenoia de esa nacidn. Se sabia que Francia no iba 
a sustituir, con su poder, como potenoia dominadora, la 
del Imperio Turco en disoluoidn entonoes. 


"Nosotros no eramos una potencia vencedora que pre- 
tendiese tratar como vencidos a los pueblos que venian bajo 
nuestra tutela, solo por un periodo, para ayudarlos a ser 
libres e independientes y a garantizar le permanencia de 
su libertad y la independencia, no dejandolas en preceario, 
Esta esituacidn ademas, procedia de un acto juridico, del 
Mandato que nog daba la Sociedad de las Naciones, fundamente 
legal de nuestra acoidn; y a la cual teniamos que responder 
de nuestros actos. La vida de la Sociedad de las Naciones 
no ha eido liquidada, aunque la guerra haya interrumpido 
su actuacién. Los tratados de paz que se concierten a la 
terminacién de esta guerra, los convenios que habra que 
negociar, tendran que establecer logs medios para que sean 
evacuadas hasta el final las obligaciones de las potencias 
mandatarias. 


"Sin embargo de esto, Francia #o he querido demorar 
el cumplimiento de sus obligaciones. 


“Cuando estallo la guerra de 1939, repetimog, el 
Libano se encontraba @m el periodo de organizacidn de su 
independencia y su libertad, Despues del armisticio de 
Complegne, el Gobierno de Vichy aplezo lea ejeoucién dec 
tales obligaciones, amparandose en las condiciones que 
creaba la lucha. Pero tan pronto como quedo establecido 
el régimen de la Francia Libre en esos territoriogs, se 


procedlo 


<De 


Procedio a declarar la independencia, o sea, se restauraron 
las condiciones al momento anterior de estallar las hostili- 
dades y se acelero, por los representantes de la Francia, 
Libre, el proceso. 


"En efecto, en 1939, en el informe presentado ante 
la Comision de Mandatos, el gobierno franoés comunico a 
la Sooledad de las Naciones que se iba progresando en 
la organizacién del regimen local de administracidén, con 
vistas a dar loe elementos esenciales del estado a los 
territorios libaneses, de oonformidad con los tratados 
existentes, 


“wunque la guerra oreo una situacidn anormal, impi- 
diendo que la Comisidn de Mandatos actuase para recibir los 
informes de las potencias mandatarias, fué programa de la 
"Francia Libre" el observar todas las obligaciones inter- 
nacionales de la Republica Francesa, ein buscar pretexto 
gen la anormalidad para no dar cumplimiento a lo que estaba 
estatuido,. 


“Cuando las fuerzas de la Gran Bretefe y la Francia 
Libre emprendieron operaciones para impedir que las fuerzas 
del Eje se establecieran en el Libano, en el territorio 
libanés, los franceses libres, los que seguian al General 
de Gaulle, se bi peer conjuntamente con lose hijos del 
Libano, a la colaboracidn inaugurada por el general Dentz. 


"Tan pronto como el régimen de Vichy ceeo de inter- 
venir en el Libano, el General Catroux, en eu condioion de 
General en jefe de las tropas francesas libres del Levante 
y Plenipotenolario, asumio la dirgceidn de la administra- 
cidn oivil del pais, ratificando el contenido de la pro- 
Clama que habia emitido en El Cairo, en que hacia saber 
que las fuerzas de le Francie Libre éarian termino al 
régimen de mandato y deolararian al Libano, lo mismo que 
a Siria, libre e independiente. 


"Se dejo concertado que se acudiria en su oportunidad 
a la Sociedad de las Naciones, pare que diese legalmente 
por terminado el mandato y ademas se concertaria un tra- 
tado oon los kstados-Unidos, nacidn con la que Francia 
sostenia un convenio (1934) acerca de los privilegios y 
derechos de los norteamericanos en ese territorio. 


“Cuando en el mes de Agosto de 1941 el General 
Charles de Gaulle hizo un viaje por el Libano, fué acogido 
en todas partes con las mayores muestras de afecto, 
causando la major impresidn las declaraciones que hizo 
en el sentido de que se cumplirian las promesas y obliga 
ciones que hizo en el sentido de que se cumplirian las 
promesas y obligeciones de Frencia a la mayor brevedad, 
El 26 de Noviembre de aquel mismo afic, el General Catroux 
procedio a proclamar la independenoia del Libano, sin mas 
reservas que las estableoidas por las obligaciones de 


Franoia 


-+ 


Franoia hacia la Sociedad de las Noiones, que no han 
presorito. El 27 de Septiembre, en las miemas condiciones 
bajo idéatica inspiracidn, se habia proclamado la inde- 

pendenocia de Siria. . 


"En ejecucidn de todos estos compromisos, libremente 
contraidos y sin reserva, la "Francia Libre® actuo para 
la formacidn de una constitucién. Ademas, es conocida 
la obra de reconstrucocién realizadea en el pais, con vistas 
a la independencia. 


"No ha habido pues, el menor elemento que pueda 
acreditar designios contrarios a la ejecucion de tales 
obligaciones. 


“Que el pueblo del Libano asi lo reoonoocio, es bien 
ostensible en todos sus actos. En Bir~Hacheim la sangre de 
los libaneses se mezclo con la de los frenoeses en defensa 
de un ideal comin, cuyos antecedentes son muy antiguos. 


“Nedie ignora que el enemigo tiene propositoe de causar 
perturbaoclones en la retaguardia de las Naciones Unidas, 
principalmente en momentos como los actuales en que la 
eituacién militar para Hitler es gravisima en los frentes 
orientales. Y nadie puede desconocer, al mismo tiempo, 
que Francia, por medio del "Comité Francés de Liberacién 
Nacional", ahora, oon toda sinceridad, no tiene mas propo- 
sito que dar ejecucién a sus derechos y obligacionés, 
cumpliendo el tratado de 1936, en virtud del cual los 
Estados del Levante (Siria y el Libano) habran de reoibir 
todos los atributos de la soberania, en oonformidad con la 
Comisidn de Mandatos. 


“Tenemos, pues, el convencimiento de que pasando la 
confusion que existe en estos instantes sobre la verdedera 
naturaleza de los hechos, se ratificara la confianza que 
no ha dejado de exietir en cuanto a los propositos que han 
Gulado al "Cowité Francés de Liberacioén Nacional", en todos 
los actos conducentes a la implantacién de la independencia 
dei Libano, intenciones de las que en ningun momento nog 
hemos apartado, como lo confirman loge hechos desde el 26 
de Noviembre de 1941. 


“El "Comité Francés de Liberacidn Naciongl" ha dado 
la siguiente nota en Argel: "El Comité Francés de Libera- 
oidn Nacional® ha tomado en consideracidn los informes 
Gel delegado general de Francia en el Levante, sobre los 
acontecimientos que es han producido en el Libano desde 
el 10 de Noviewbrs, Como lo indica la proclama de dicho 
Gelegado general, M. Heileu, al pueblo libanes, el dele~ 
gado regresaba a Beirut llevando instrucciones redactadas 
en el espiritu mas liberal, puesto que conducian a la in- 
Plantacidn en el mas breve tiempo de las clausulas del 
tratado de 1936, en virtud del cual los Estados del Levante 
habrian de recibir todos los atributos de la soberania, 


"Resulta 


whee 


- em 


"Regulta de les informasiones que se han recibido 
que el gabinete de Riad Bey Gohl, informado de estas p 
intenoliones, pasa mss alla y creyo poder poner a Francia 
en presencia de un hecho consumede, sin tener en cuenta 
los dereshos y obligaciones que asume le potencia mands 
taria haste el somente en que pueda de un modo regular 
ger relevada Gel mandato. El Comisario de Estado, General 
Catroux, ya ha llegado s Beirut, dotado de plenos poderes, 
que is Lege geal en el luger de los hechos y en nombre 
Gel "Geni Francés de Libersoidn Nacional’, inplanter 
cuantas Gisposiciones reclame la ei tuacién, 


“fenemos le mayor fe en la personalidad del General 
Oatroux pare que un arreglo ponga fin muy pronto a les 
acontecimientos del Libano, cuyos lezos con Francia han 
sido siempre de intensa amistad, desde los' tiempos de Sen 
ais hasta la Dlica, sin olvider le intervenoién armada 
bajo Napoleon III° para hacer respetar los derechos de los 
libaneses*. 
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ANU RECORDS 


Honorable Cordell Hull 
Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Mr. Hull: 


/ 
Wnited States Denate 


COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY 


November 24, 1943 





I am enclosing, for your information and for such 
consideration as you fee] it deserves, a telegram 


which I have received from 


the Daughters of Lebanon 


Society, Bridgeport, Connecticut. 


My best wishes. 


Sincerely yours, 


ancis Malonsy 


JEPARTMENT OF STATE 


FEB 251944 
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WAS® 19-Bridgeport Conn. 24, 935A 
Senator Francis D. Maloney, 
sOB 
We support view of Lebanon League of Progress that no 
ohange be made schedule of Lebanon during the war. 


Daughters of Lebanon Soctety. 





RP eseh.oo/eon 


Daughters ef Lebanca Society, 
Bridgeport, Conneetieut. 
Needanes! 
| -E have reeeived your telegram of Neveuber 24, 1945 
stating that the menbers ef your Society suppert 
the view of the Lebanon League of Pregress that no 
change should be aade in the status of Lebanon during the 


war. The receipt is alse agknowledged of a sinilar comsuni- 


cation addressed te the Nonerable Francis MNaleney, United 
States Gonater free Gennesticut. 
de of peseible interest in this connection there is 
enslesed herewith a copy ef a press release iseued by the 
Dopartnent of State on November 96, 1943. 
Very truly yours, 
Ver the Secretary of State: 


Ny e tnier, Divi 
A » Bava 
& My Resoaten bad H Publisation 
at, Bnelesure: 
Ba Prowse release Ho. 407, 
ey armen os, 1845. : VS [ayo 
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| British have ino Iraq and Egypt. His policy is to 
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Secretary of Stat 


AN 
MR, MURRAY 


. DEC 8 1943 
83, Deceé 
combed rear utr bt St 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. 








I had a talk yesterday with General Catrouxe 

He said that Helleu had acted very badly, “inexcus- a 
abiy", and far beyond his instructions. He said a 
that when he left Algiers for Beirut he had in ° 
mind the solution which in fact was ultimately Lea 
reached, The British ultimatum, however, had 4 
made it more difficult to work things out be~ aS 
cavec of the resentment produced within the 

French Committee co particularly on de Gaulle. 


He expects to leave again for Beirut on 


NYT 


OR PROPER wy SEE 


ws 


December 5 and hopes to negotiate a modus vivendi 


prél T 


with the Lebanon and also one with Syria comprising 
a series of agreements, His aim is to give France 


the same poeftion in these countries that the 


protest the legitimate interests of his own 
comtry; €-G+, schools, hospitals, airdromes, 
ports 


528 


-2- 83, December 2, 6 pom. from Algiers 


ports and then with reservation of certain matters 
essential to the war effort, such as internal 
security, communications, movement. of foreigners, 
to grant complete independence. He referred to 
the mandates as well as to our 1924 treaties 4s 
"essentially juridical conceptions." He said that 
he intended to turn over the "commer. interests." 
He remarked that it was most important that the 
solution given the "incident't should not be re- 
garded. as a British victory over the French, as 
it wouli be deplorable all round to renew Francoe 
British riWalry in the Levant. HE spoke wi th 
appreciation of the attitude of Wadsworth but said 
that unquestionably the affair had been embittered 
by Spears who, willingly or unwillingly, occupies 
the position in the eyes of the Lebanese of 
Champion of any and all Lebanese claims against 
Francce 

His attitude seemed to me fair and reasonable, 
He said that he was hopeful of success in the forth- 
coming negotiations. 

Sent Deoartment repeated to London, Beirut, 


Cairo. 


EDA . WILSON 
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General Catroux told . 4 today that he has 








o 
poned his departure for Deirut for a week because of o 
(2) 
matters recuiring Lis attention here. He said that m 
e 
the views whieh he had expressed to me regarding the oO 
i*) 
manner in which he intends to deal "ith affairs in ~ 
ND 
the Levant had been approved by de Gaulle and the o 
>» 
Committees = 
Bo 
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Washington, D. C. See STAIRS 
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Subsequent to my despetch NO. 5259 of November 27 
with respect to Cuben reaction to recent developments 
in the Lebenese Republic, I heve the honor to report 
thet on December 1 a delegetion of representatives of 
verious Lebenese societies called on one of the members 
of my staff with the purpose of presenting e petition. 


In their petition, a copy of ich is enclosed 
herewith, tne members of the Socjédad Libanese de 1. 
Habana declere their full suppdft of the Government 
and Perliament of the Lebanese Republic end their com- 
plete disagreement with the eatand teken by the French 
Committee of Netionel Liberetion with regard to the in- 
dependence of Lebanon. The document requests the govern- 
ments of the United Stetes, Greet Britein and Cuba to 
mediate the dispute; it also calls for the joint action 
of all Lebanese societies in the Western Hemisphere, 
and in Egypt in order to “evoid chaos in the Republic 
of Lebenon*". 


g62 /00° 3068 


The Lebanese delegation informed the Embesey that 
Dr. KOURI, a distinguished Hebane University professor 
of Lebanese descent, is planning to call an inter- 
American convention of Syrian, Lebanese and Pelestinian 
/ colonies in the near future, the convention to be held 
in either Habena or Mexico City. 


OW /Sd 


4 The delegetion wes eager to make known thet, not- 
i ol withatanding the recent events in Lebanon, the friendly 
52 I. attitude of the Lebanese colony of Cubs towards the 
y Free French Movement (sic) rem@ina unchenged snd thet 
they will continue to give their full sapport to the 
cause or the JY; ed Nations. 
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Enclosure to despatch No. 5300 
of December 2, 1943, from the Embassy et Habene 


Copy 


La Sociedad bibenesa de le Hebane, en Junta General 
celebrads con motivo de los actueles aconteciaientos 
que se estén celebrendo en la Repiblice de Monte Libano, 
después de un detenido estudio de le situacidn ein 
olvider nunce los lazos freterneles que han unido y 
unen a Libeneeés y Franceses, han considerado oportuno 
hacer constar publicamente: 


: PRIMERO; Que le Sociedad respalda plenamente eal 
Gobierno y Parlamento legelmente constitufdo del Libano, 
que han eido injustamente deepojados del ejercicio de 
sus funciones conetitucionales en una forma ten drdstice, 
que pugne con les releciones que siempre hen existido 
entre Francia y el Libano con cuyo procedimiento empleado 
por el Comité Nacional de Liberecién de Argel, muestre 

gu més absolute inconformidad la Socieded. 


SEGUNDO; Soliciter le mediacidén de los Gobiernos 
de los Estados Unidos de Norte América y de eu Majestad 
Britanioa, a fin de que intervengen en el problema creado 
en al Libano y se evite sige agravandose le situacién 
con derremamiento de sangre. : 


TERCERO: Oomunicer e las Sociedades hermanes de 
El Cairo y le América la anterior, @ los fines de une 
accién conjunte que evite el caos en le Repiblica del 
Libano, 


CUARTO: Solicitar igualmente del Gobierno Cubano 
gu intervencidn cerca de las Naciones Aliadas en pro de 
que se restablezce lea normalided end Libasno. 

La Sociedad Libenesa de la Habens, al expresar los 
anteriores sentimientos frente a los grevee momentos, 
eepera que pronto puedan queder reateblecidas el drden, 


y reanudedas las mismes cordiales y fraternales rela- 
ciones entre Franceses y Libaneses. 


Le Habena, Noviembre 13 de 1943 


Sociedad Libanesa de la Hebana 
Dr. Antonio Faber Jal, Presidente 
Copy/haf 


ADVISER ON FOCLITICAL RELATICNS Tl : p, 
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Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: November 18, 1943. 
“ 


SUBJECT: Lebanese-American Groups Views on Lebanese Situation 


PARTICIPANTS: Mr, Spallowm A. Mokarzel, Editor, Al-Hoda, New York; 
" Mr. George A. Hamid, President, George A. Hamid, Inc.; 
np _ MIN George G. Shiya, Counselor at Law; 
“the He ag ; 
Mr. Kohler . é puerto 
COPIES TO: n, “he " silt 


rea 


tr? ot} hee 
Ttahest ets 


























a a ae 
The above~named members of the Lebanon Federation 
(Christian) called at their request today, to discuss the 
situation in Lebanon. 


962709 ° 3068 


They said that the paucity and unreliability of the 
news of the disorders in Lebanon had made many Americans 
) of Lebanese origin fearful for the welfare of their 
oO relatives. Mr. Murray said he thought they could be reas- 
sured on this soore, as our reports indicated that the 


v 
al violent phase of the crisis had vassed. 


They continued that the attitude of the French 
authorities had caused the Lebanese Christim element 
in this country to fear for the future. If the Lebanese 
Christians could not depend uwoon French protection, 
where could they turn? They distrusted the Britiah and 
there seemed little prospect of the United States under- 
taking this responsibility. They also had the impression 
that the outbreak in Lebanon was connected with the 
recent talke on Arab union and were perturbed that the — 
Lebanese Christians would be swallowed up in great Arabia. 


OW/Sd 





Mr. Murray said he didn't believe the Lebanese > & 
Christians Beg be apprehensive at present in this i 
regard. While the Arabs might well make progress toward 


cultural, 


-2- 


cultural, financial and economic collaboration, rival dynastic 
Claims and nationalistic interests made it seem certain 
that political union is still a long way off. 


The ee said they were satisfied with this Gov- 
ernzent's policy toward Lebanon and reassured oe Mr. Murray's 
remarks. They said if troubles continued in Lebanon, the 
Federation might like to send a representative there who 
could come back and report directly to the Lebanese Americans 
py eeage the situation. Mr. Murray replied that he was con- 
fident the Departuent would have no objection to this in 
principle, but pointed out that auch a project might be 
impracticable because of transportation factors. 


\ 


\ 
Wallace array 
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GroraE G. SHiva 
CouNezitom 4T Law 


118 Broapway 
New Yorx 


Recrom 2-so75 


Cioke 6-8880-4-2 


To the 
Amaviem Consular Offieer in charge, 
Jerusalon, Palestine. 
fhe Secretary of State encloses, for the 
inferustion of the Consular Officer {a charge, a 
copy of a mewerendun of a conversation which took, 
pes on Rovenber 18, 1943, between members of the 


tion and ‘officers of the Departaent 
vogerding reeent srisis in Lebanon. 


Enclosure: 


Neuerandun of Conversation, 
November 18, 1943. 


Paty BLA 18/1/43 


a . 
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December 3, 10435 


te.of O 


fo the Ofrfieer in charge 
of the American Mission, 
Demaseus. 


The of State encloses, for the Lega- 
pa Bane information, a copy of a menorandiu of a 
which took place on Novenber iss, 


18 
tetwwen noabers enays of the Lebanon Federation and of: 
Departaent regarding the resent crisis es Teen 


Rrelosure: 


Memeorandum of Conversation 
Mevenbder 18, 1943. 


ic Yv 


DEC 3 1942 
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werbésmas 13/30/48 


, December 3, 1043 
SOF 
feo the Officer in charge — 
of the American ‘Mission, 
Beirut. 


sa ns Ml State  nateons, for the Lega- 
tien's inforestion wok place ¢ 8 momerendum of a 
ounce uehare of "yook » on Movember 18, 1943, 
fomagre Tipe. tadag 
erisis in 
ag of the Doparteent regarding the recent 


Enclosure: 


Eomenen, of Conversation, 
Movember 18, 1943. 


my) 


: ¥v 
DFC g 1943 
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fo the Officer in charge 
ef the American Mission, 
Baghdad. 
The Seeretary of State encloses, for the Lega- 
tion's information, a copy of a memorandum of a 
eonversation which took place on Neveaber 18, 1943, 


between members of the Lebanon Pederation ana officers 
my of the Department regarding the recent crisis in Lebanon. 


Fnelosure: 


Memerandua of Conversation 
Revenber 16, 1945 
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To the Officer in charge 
of the American Mission, 
Jidda. 
The Beeretary of State encloses, for the Lega- 
tion's information, a copy of a memorandum of & 
conversation which took plase on Movember 18, 1945, 


petween menbers of the Lebanon Federation and officers 
of the Departuent regarding the resent crisis in Lebanon. 


Enclosure: 


Memorandum of Conversation 
Nevenber 18, 1945. 


if a ae 12/1/43 
AWC N 


/ { 


4943 


DEC 2 
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To the Offieer in charge 
of the dmerisan Mission, 
Caire. 
The Secretary of State encloses, for the Lega- 
tien's infermation, a scopy of a momerandum of a 
Conversation which took place on November 16, 1943, 


(4) between members of the Lebanon Federation and officers 
o of the Department regarding the reeent crisis in Lebanon. 


Enelesure: 


Memorandum of Conversation 
Mevember 18, 1945. 


Ww 
WE; LS: BLS 11/30/45 pv 


a 
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OKOROK A. HAMID 
PRESIDENT 








SEWEMAL AHVSEMENTS 


10 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 
RADIO CITY 





mber 19, 1943 


Mr. Wallace Murray, 
State Department, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Murray: 


I wish to thank you kindly for the cordial 
interview granted to us yesterday in con- 
nection with our Lebanese discussion. 


Personally, I was delighted with the result 
of our conference end left, feeling much 
better and much relieved after talking with 
you and your capable aide, Mr. Kohler, 


I do hope thet as a result of the interest 
manifested by.the State Department that our 
Little Lebanon will be given the necessary 
protection and freedom they truly deserve. 


You will heer from the Lebanon Federation 
with the further reference of sending 4 
reporter of our own ohoice, with your appro- 
val, to cover the situation and bring back 
first-hand 


information that might be obtained 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 
Clacim 8-8930- 8931 6032 
— 


“ 


by such a person, providing, however, the turn 
of events require such a visit and that trans- 


portation could be obtained. 
Thanking you again, I remain 
Sincerely yours, 
GEORGE A. HAMID INC. 
BY: 
sident 
GAH/ jt aw 





TELEPHONES 


CABLE ADDRESS 
OKOHAMID 
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WASHINGTON 
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RHOnIVED “© Ye 
pec 2 -1943 I 258 "22 Movember 1943. 
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[ [U<MTMENT OF STAT 







It ia believed that the attached memorandum regarding the 
situation of Lebanon will be of interest to you. Any coments you 
might have to make would be appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


cor a 


yp oa @. 8, G., 


Chief, Barepean Unit, M.I.D. 
1 Incl, 
Memorendam dated 18 Nov. 1943. 
CECLISSIFIED 
EO. 11082, Sec, 20 ved 50) o © 
a OGD letter, Mey 3, 1 
BARS Dal cS 
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4 Fo Paraoe code G 
ra 
MEMORANDUM YOR THE CHIEF, THEATER OROUP: SEW hd eT 
Subject; Crisis in Lebanon. care M/ISTH#S.(. ia )- 
Toitials 

The_orisies 
Suarting eontinued Freneh domination despite reiterated guarantees 
ef frecda, the Parliament ef Lebanen voted on 8 November 194) 
of treestibations) referas. the vote cane unaxpsctedly in the fase of Freeh 


Langeage-—wore tantamount to official voicing of the pomlar deuand for 
independense . 

qhe Frensh anewer, given by Hellou, representative of the Fressh Conai tice 
of Mational on, we pe. Hellew ordered non-Arab 
and Frensh—to arrest the President Prine Minister, and other officials the 


[evensee government; he ordered t dissolved and a new "Chief of State” 
installed. At 4:00 acm. on 1] Nevenber the order was carried cut. Rioting 
follewsd, Bled was shed. 


the interests of at least four nations--France, Great Britein, the United 
States, Lebanse~—wre wrought into conflict. Repercussions were clearly indicated. 


| 


get yb 
fbi ull 
Fea i 
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aid! dln 
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tH 


The treaty was eagerly 


teeing independence, 


by the French. 


these 
de Cauliist 


tJ 


te assumed posts in Lebanon, 
td 
by 


it become a base for Axis opsra 
Free Freneh (60% Bs 40% F) 


the British and 


by 
and 
netituted, in a sense, de Gaulle's first 


Bris 


ef 
©) 


ih 
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He 
He 
He 


career diplomat 
‘s arrival events 


tise on 11 July 194). 
by Heljeu, a 
Upon Reliew 


with the British, held the natives in hand. 


loner, responsible to de caulle. 
thie 


Lebanon's independence, 
He we 
in the Near Fast, 


of nationalign, proclained the restoration of 
» Get a date for free elections. 


Caproux was called to Algiers to bring about a settle— 
vend 


So 


beeams the French high cosmiss: 


i! i 1 
4 hn idl 


‘ity 


The stage was set for the present acute situation. 


claim the present 


SEGRET 


of British and americans; 


Unless 
veo 
in the Levant States to 
Frensh; neither 


tish treeps, about 28,700 


trageens 
be 
militery power 


i 


§ 


253] 
hay 


The jabanate want intependencse. 


world, 


an opportunity to 
net enly in the Near Kast but t the Moslem 


ave awaiting develepzents, no doubt scenting 


Ts 
otir uw 
ineleding 


Fvenee wast yield. 


1. 


2. Yeenee will yield something less than dexnanded. 


Peence's silitary pesitien is impossible. 


3. 


ef de Omlle and antegenian 


and the United States, will let 


Great Briteia, 
yields, theugh suspicion 
oentime. 


4. 


IVAN D. YEATON, 
Colenel, 0. 8. C., 


Chief, Barepean Unit, M.I.D. 


SECRET 


A ~ Wap of Lebanen, (Not included) 

B= Whe's the. 

C = wilitery Ferees in the Levant States, 

D = sassery of the Treaty of 193%. 

B= Cabroux Prealenetion ef Freeden, 1941. 
¥ ~ Camrehill's Prealemation, 1941. 

G ~ Sden's Sasmary of Britain's Stand, 194). 
H = The United States Position, 1943. 
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Antheny Eden 


Maj.-Gen. cir 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE Mar » VEG: 


Sele leader since 6 November of the Frenoh Comittee 
for National Liberation, Hy in Algiers. Already at 
odds with British and Aseriean higher authority, he 
wil) probably back down in this crisis as scon as he 
can find a face-saving device. 


A career diplomat with some ambassadorial experience in 
the Near East. Representative of the French Comittee in 
Beyrouth, who issued the orders of arrest. jie was in Cairo 
on hie way to Algiers for consultations and instructions 
when he heard about the step Parliament had taken for 
Lebanese independence. 


“Commissioner Without Portfolio" in charge of Moslen 
affaire for the French Committee who promised the Lebanese 
freedom in 1941. De Gaulle's representative to cut the 
Gordian knot, he is an experienced, able respected admin- 
istretor. When he wae in Beyrouth es high commissioner 
the Lebansse were comparatively quiet. 


Lebanese president who was jailed by Helleu; a iaronite, 
Christian, member of Perlianent active in politics for 
many years, he was forwerly regarded as pro-French. 


Newly installed as “Chief of State" by Helleu whem the 
British and Americans will not recognise, 


Who urged independence at Versailles. 

Sen of King Husesin of liedjas, he accepted the crow of 

the Levant when it was offered by the natives of those 

states in 1920. liv was in opposition to the British and 

>on er in 1916, had decided on ancther fate for 
conquered territories. The French threw hin out. 

Who negotiated the Lebanese treaty in 1936. 


Who promised, in 1941, that Lebonese independence shall net 
wait until the ond of World war IT, 


British Foreign Minister today, 

Britash Minister in Lebanen. A former MP, it is conceded 
that he knows the territery and has personal interests there. 
Partly Jewieh, he is distrusted and believed to have outlived 
hie usefulness. 


British Minister of State in the Middle East. 
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TEP acs! 


ko 
Wpbon- §hg 


pein Walther Pecnmee Se She jeer Zh ae 


1. ‘tee British Asay Staff in Weshingten consider that there 
wwe caffichesh British trespe and Alliei ferecs under British contol 
in the Levent Stetes to deal with any comtingemay. Thay are moot 
pelustent, however, to employ these tecepe unless it should bosons 
shoolataly nessssurys ‘ 

2 Percemne) of oush fereus ectenlly et prevent (17 Hevenber 
AGA3) in the Levent states or immediately available st 12 howe’ notice 
masher apprexinately 120,000, the prepertion of eoubst to service 
tecepe being apprucinetely 3 to 2. 


1 the forese, native and French, uder French comumd total 


28,700 of whieh only 7% are French officers. The forces consist of 
feurpigrouye, Listed is the order of loyalty to French Commande, 
yrench troops (other then natives of the Lavmt 
ataies 


roe rt a <2 
3,600 


police 2,700 


SECRET OECLASSIFED ——-—~ 


BO. 11652, Sec. 36) and SD) or 


THE TREATY OF 1926 i, } A a ry Beg 


4 Syrian Delegation arrived in Paris in March 1936 to neyotiate 
a treaty recognising Syrian independence. ‘The FYreneh Government 
adeitting the justice of the request, were not prepared to crent it 
theme - the vietory of the Blum Governsent, however, opened the way 
fer the successful conslusion of the negotiations on Septecber 9, 1930+ 
A few woke later negotiations wore concluded in Beirut betwen he 
sigh Coumiseionsr and a Lebanese delegation for « similar Lebanese 
treaty. 

the treatios were intended to come into force within three years, 
and automatically replace the Wandate as soon as Syria and Lebanon 
would be admitted to meberehip in the League of ations as sovereién, 


independent states. they were to remain in foree for a period of 


and comure the admission of both states to membership of the Leagne 
within three years of the ratification of the treaties. 

the treatios were retified by the respective Parlianente of Syrie 
and Lebanon before the end of 1936. put by the beginning of World War 
TI both treatios were smuiting Frensh retification. 

The following pointe were outetending. 

1. mutual assistance of the respective estates uhen either was 
at war. 

a. pdmdesion of Labancn to the League of lations. ; 

3e the French reserved the right to have troops and naval besee 


in Lebanen. 
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Generel George Catroux from Cairo in the naz 
de Oaulle, President of the French Na’ 
Jane 8, 1941. 

People of Syria and the Lebanon! At this moment the forces 
of Free Frenee, united te the forces of the British Emire our ally, 
are entering your territery, I declare that I assume the powrs, 
responsibilities, and duties of the representative of "La France au 
Levant." I de this in the name of Free Franse, which identifies 
hereelf with the traditional and real France, and in the nene of her 
@hief, General de Galle. In this capacity I coms to put an end to 
the mandatery regine and to proclaim you free and independent. 

You will therefore henceforward be sovereign and independent 
peoples, and yen will be able gither to form yourselves into separate 
States or to unite into a single State. In either event, your 
independent and sevefeign status will be guaranteed by a Treaty in 
which cur mtual relations will be defined, this treaty will be 
negotiated as soon as possible between your representatives and 
myself, Pending its conclusion, cur mtual position will be one of 
elese unity in pureuit of a common ideal and common ains. 

People of Syria and the Lebanon, you will eee fram this declare- 
tien that if the Free France and British Foreee have eressed your 
frentior, 1% 19 not to take amy your liberty; it is to insure it. 
It is to dvive out of Syria the foress of Hitler. It is to prevent 
the Levant fagm beeoming an enemy base directed against the British 
and against ourselves. 


Source: State Departeent Information Series No. 80 A, Jan. 15, 1942, 
for peried ending July 31, 1941. 
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“SECRET 


ara Nees a ope rion atl 
es follows: 

“7 wast make it clear that our policy, to whieh our Free Freneh 
allies have subseribed, is that Syria shal) be handed back to the Syrians, 
who will aseune at the carlisst possible moment their independent and 
sovereign rights. We do not propese that this process of creating an 
independent Syrian Goverment or Governzents shal) wait until the end of 
the war, and we contemplate constantly increasing the Syrian share in 
the pesitien whieh Jranes exercised in Syria before the war but whieh the 
French Government hed realised must com to an end. 

“pat om the other hand, we recognise that ancng al) nations of 
Europe, the pesition of France 11 Syria is one of special privileges and 
that in se far as any Kuropean countries have influense, that of France 
will be pre-eninent. We did net go there to deprive Frence ef her long 
and histerie position in Syria exeept in eo fer as is necessary to 
fulfill car obligations end pledges to the Syrian population. 

*There mst be ne question even in war tine of the mere substitution 
ef Pree Freneh interest for Vishy French interests. ‘the Syrian peoples 
must come bask inte their ow. ‘This is fully recognised in the documents 
exenanged between the Minister of State (Capt. Littleton) and the 
representative of the Meee Frensh." 
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Pelegren fren ltr. Béon to Viscount Halifax, 12 Hovenber 195. 
Mideenent ss Janident Uinister, Algiava, on 12 Hovenber, repeated to 
Gusningten, Bedrut and Kinioter of Stete, aire. 

» Telegrens reesived this sevaing show that situstion is 
vessaiing weree and ware ond Preach action mere and mare cutragetas. 
2. meveover the whele Middle Bast aren is new in 0 state of 

grading eiienent.. 

3. Fleese therefore leave the French in chaclataly no dowt 
Qhad we vegaré their ettitude and action a0 whelly intefensibile. we 
eapect then to conply fortadth with cur request fer replecenent of 
elles end velesce of politicians shen they have saised in The Lebenmn. 

he You chouké mabe it plain that enless we net only sescive 
Cake cabinfanction buh reccive it innstiately, we chal) be quapelied 
curedives to take © Line whish will certainly inply disasseciating 
euveclves completely fven the French and which my well entei} 
emncequomess thet ave jiksly to be neq, wapleasing to then. 
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Oat, 
Tos Robert D. Murphy, Algiers November 9, 1943 
From: State Department, dashing ton 


It 19 the opinion of this Government that the French Committee 
National Liberation should take imediate, practical steps to implement 
the announeed policy of camplete independence for Lebanon and 
Pailure to do ee will seriously reflect upon the French and will serious- 
ly hinder the common war effort, 


No useful purpose can be served by continuing the academic debate 
on purely juridical questions relating to Freneh Covernmental rights, nor 
by emphasising the French thesis, of dubious validity, of maintaining the 
Mandate. This Government holds that the Mandate should be regarded as in 
suspense. 


This Government has been in touch with the British Government and is 
in agreement with the latter's viewpoint that there is no objection to 
free and voluntary negotiations between the Freneh and Lebanese and 
Syrian Geverments, provided adequate measures are adopted to safeguard 
the rights and privileges of the local inhabitants and the rights and 
privileges of the British, U. 5., and other nationals. And provided, 
that all understandings arrived at will be as between the Lebanese and 
Syrian Governments and a “de facto" French Government, 


‘This Government will not accept the statezent by the French Committee 


qm maintaining the Mandate will result in an explosive attitude toward 
Frenee. 


It is desired that this Government's attitude as outlined above be 
Coumunicated to the Freneh Committee of National Liberation at once. 
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Intelligent and politicably :.indéed native cunisians 
have naturally boen followin: ule oevolutisn of the Wlban- 
ese crisis with tic closest ‘in erost but no far bin ve 
heve boen no viaibie or publie jan statods whate cover 
nor are any expsocted. Goncrai ot, the .egicont Ucneral, 
utillzod tho occasion of & 0 Cocoration of a Caid(rno nad 
served the trench and ulliod troo,s curing the Yunisiun 
Caiatga with the Croatcst covotlon anc ability) to is- 
suo a clear warning that he vould not tolcrato any dis- 
order or o.en déionsiravions, ithout, hicwever, svecifi- 
cally izontioning the Libancso uflalr. “le reference 
vas cleur, nevertheloss. 110 sgcech had been announced 
as one of importance and was ronariable in tiat it vas 
Gelivorod within the preeinets of she oldest and nest 
venerated -iosque In vunisia, ab Kadrouan, the "holy 
city." ‘she wesiceut vonarul also took occasion to 
promise speedy and vi,orovs continuation of the procran 
of exyanding, and where now unimowm, creating native 
ovmorship and exploitation of 11 lenc holdinis, 
41:18 ind boen practically aoan onec u on the outbreal: 
of tho war in lace. 
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In an intorviow this mornin, tho Genoral told ne 
that his taek hac boon mado vory aifficult by the 
ovor-actlvity of tho well invontionod snd hunmanitertan 
Grou,s consistin_ largely of Ssclulists anc Cormmunists 
in too Consultative and Vatlonel Goumittees at alsiors, 
is defeats on tho issues of tio Adnprisonnont of A1L 
vjorai, the agressive vecretary General of ¢!:0 wunisian 
Uo: amist Farty, ond his opposition. tc lifting the ban 
on the leyal existence of that garty ned been cuo to 
slolors. Lut tuings had rocently boen nade casior by = 
what he believed to be a waning in tie influence of aa 
those crou.s in alyiors, «li +Jerad has disclainod a 
@ll intention of Dutting his party behind any azita- fe 
tion or movoricnt to ovin:; about the return of Voneof, -  }. 
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the deposcd vay. Communist agisation cyatinues byt 
tho Genoral doos not believe tust the ricont accession 
of “unisian intolloctuals, tnelvein; soe VestourLlans 
andi weorvostourians, to tic Corsaunist satty following 
Dierad's releasc, ro,rosonts & Cr: snent oxtension of 
the rarty's 2n¢luvenes enon, the natives. 


“ne Consulate's most objec. ive and sincerest 
source within the “unisian Deyl .cal govern wit, Cidt 
Hassén abdul ahay, iinister. or the yen, hee inforne 
Vice Coneul uum baat “unielan circles haw ‘tndeod 
pagn watohin,; the Govolo:iient o° the Lebaron crisia 
with closest attontion and interest bub viol aaln, 
realizin; that while tho final suteono ney nfluence 
Sunisian hist that day mos' gwait Sno ax of the 
vare ‘ne winistor was franiz. ii, stating that the is- 
sue vas not dntiroly Dotveen the Brench cad pe 
Lebancse, the »ritish bein: Lttinasely cancoimd anc 
(an the vublic press shows) alrost <t one wit. Rata 
Gohl against the «reno. CLidh vimsescr. stated iv.t idtad 
vas woll known to hii ang was un insoilicgent tus of 
5906 Tanily anc, stunisicantly, cminent?y ,ro-~.qlish. 
@urthor views of abdus wihab will bo fomeasced &* an 
enclosure to a despatoh. 


Sidi vaseen stated that saay Vunisian iipellew- 
vale hag joined tho Ceammuni.st rarty rceontly La orcar, 
throu 'e Couzmnigs press, to bave a forun in whi& 
to aje their views. Ue dic not velieve timt “alL 
vjevad would. a_itate for tio return of “oncof Loy. 
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YJectorsapa to the Yopartriont; 

Corns -8 to: 
she Amerloan Reprosontativo, iloiers; 
Civil affairs office, «lpiers; 
Beirut ; 
viabat, Llorocco; 
fancier, oroceo. 
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a ED: nt. 
Buenos Abas, atgentina, November ¢ 





© ; 
Honoragile 

™ The Seoretary of..Stat 

iS Washington. 


Sir: 1943 
Referring to my telegral 7 
3 pem., I have the honor to report t 
in Lebanon, following the arrest of the President and 
members of his Cabinet by the local French authorities, 
have continued to evoke much interest in Argentina. 
The press in general, notably La EE sa and Bz yells, 
have carried numerous press despato from Was on, 
London, Cairo, Algiers, Beirut and other points, How- 
ever, the responsible Argentine press has refrained from 
any comment on the situation created, although as might 
be expected, the pro-Axis press has sought to make the 
most of it for propaganda purposes. 





The Syrian-Lebanese colony, which is quite impor- 
tant in Argentina being estimated at over 400,000 per= 
sons, has natural ly dedicated preferred attention to 
these developments in Lebanon. The Embassy has received 
a number of communications from Lebanese organizations, 
of whieh I am enolosing copies of a letter from the 
Asooiacién Patriétioa Libanesa and of a telegram from 
Lebanese associations in Mendoza. Similar commun ioa- 
tions have been received by the British Embassy. 


nb Diario Biriolibents, perhaps the most important 
and responsible organ 0 s colony published in Argen- 
tina, has carried a series of editorials and feature ar- 
tioles since this incident first devel oped. In a con- 
versation with an officer of the Embassy 6 few days ago, 
the editor of this newspaper disoussed the situat: 
considerable frankness. He said that the feeling among 
Syrian-Lebanese people in Ar entina was one of deep dis- 
trust of the French authorities, strengthened by the re- 
collection of the attitude shown by the French Govern- 
ment for twenty years after the end of the last war in 
continually postponing action toward establishment of 
their independence. The editor expressed the personal 
opinion that the British Government, aside fxom the fact 


that it had formally guaranteed the independenee of Syria 
and Lebanon in 1941, undoubtedly had a litical interest § 


in pursuing that policy, because it preferred that such 
a strategic area should not continue under the control 
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of any other major power. The oditor reiterated pre- 
vious statements stressing the great respect and friend- 
ship felt by the people of Syria and Lebanon for the 
United States. He mentioned the great influence of the 
American University at Beirut and the large number of 
Syrians and Lebanese who had immigrated to the United 
States and who are now whole-heartedly contributing t 
our war effort. There is enclosed a clipping from El 
Plage Birjelibants of November 15 containing an edi- 
orial wr en by e editor, Sr. Constantino, which is 
believed to summarize fairly well the attitude in Syrian- 
Lebanese circles. It will be noted that partioular stress 
is laid on the obligations of the British Government, em- 
phasized by the reproduction of the letter addressed to 
El Diario izjetivanse by the former British Ambassador 
on June 14, ,» in ich he referred to the undertaking 
aecepted by the British Government to assure the indepen- 
denoe of the Arabian world and to the fact that Great 
Britain always fulfills its promises, 


The weekly Free French organ in Argentina, La France 
Nouvedie, commented on this situation on November 15 in 

an orial entitled "The on of Lebanon", The edi- 
torial maintained that it was the intention of the French 
autherities to fulfill the promises mde by General Cat- 
roux in 1941 that Syria and Lebanon would soon obtain 

their independenee. It asserted, however, that this in- 
dependenee was to be achieved in three stages: first, 

on the basis of a provisional constitution, free elections 
would be held for the executive ani legislature; thereafter, 
the authorities so elegted would prepare a definitive con- 
stitution and a statute of independence in agreement with 
the eneh representatives; finally, this constitution and 
statute would become effective as soon as peace was re- 
established and a constitutional government in France could 
legally abanden the mandate given it by the League of Nations, 
The editerial goes eon to say that this program was devel op- 
ing satisfactorily until the local Lebanese authorities by 
a unilateral and precipitate action sought to eenfront the 
Committee of Liberation in Algiers with an aceomplished 
fact, as a result of which the French High Cemmissioner 

was obliged to take immediate energetic measures. The 
following issue of La France Nouvelle on November 26 makes 
little direot reference to the situation in Lebanon but 
adopts a coneiliatory tone in its comments on Anglo-French 
relations in general. 
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Ser the 





es 


1. Copy of letter from 
Aseeincién Patriética 
Libanesa. 

2 Copy of telegram from 
Lebanese associations 
in Mendoza, Argentina. 

3. Clipping from El Diario 
Siriolibanés of Nov.15,1943, 
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ano los Ng. 1 to Despatch No. 

2A Fes from American smbassy 
at Buenos Aires on Reaction to de- 
velopments in Lebanon. 


(COPIA) 
ASOCIACION PATRIOTICA LIBANESA 
Buenos Aires, 15 de Noviembre de 1943, 


A Su Excelencia el Seflor Mnbajador 
de los Estados Unidos de Norte 
América, 


Excelentisimo Sefior Embajador: 


La ASOCIACION PATRIOTICA LIBANESA, en nombre de los 
libaneses radioados en la Argentina, se hace un deber pre- 
senter a Vuestra Excelencia para que la eleve a la consi- 
deracién del Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de Norte Amé- 
rica, su ms enérgica protesta por los sucesos que, en 
estos momentos, estan ensangrentando las ciudades y al- 
deas del Lf{bano. 


Ko los lamentaremos Exoelentisimo Sefior Embajador, 
si ellos resultaran pledra de toque que pusieran a prue- 
pa la sineeridad con que practica y se sive la democracia 
en su ri y la honrade intencién que se proolama en la 
Carta del Atléntioco. 


La agresién llevada a cabo contra nuestro pafs deshonra 
a los hombres del Comité Francés de Liberacién Nacional. - 
El pueblo del Libano, no merecia este agravio brutal que 
cancela wna leal amistad de siglos con Ja mano mercenaria 
de los senegaleses, encargados de demostrarnos ofmo los 
tratados son tiras de papel que se rompen cuando no Son- 
vienen al mas fuerte. 


Im el honer de los pueblos que reconocieron nuestra 
independeneia, ouya doolarecién fermulara en nombre de 
los franeeses libres el General Catroux (26 de Noviembre 
de 1941) y garantizada por el gobierno de Su Majestad Bri- 

joa, ponemos nuestras patriétioas esperanzas; y por el- 
lo, ante Vuestra Exoelencia formulamos esta protesta, con- 
vencidos de que tanto Gran Bretafia como los Es es Unidos 
de América, tomarfn la carrespondiente intervencién, evi- 
tando nuevos derramamientos de sangre en el Libano y ampa- 
rando nuestros derechos desconocidos y ultrajados, 








Es un sarcaamo hiriente que, quienes declaran estar 
luchando por la soberanf», la independencia y la libertad 
de su pafs, tan sin miranientos pivotean la soberania, la 
independencia y la libertad dei '.{bano. 


De este error, que es un crimen, no se arrepentirén 
nunea bastante los que osaron cometerlo. Tampoco hemos 
de olvidar nunea les pueblos de habla frabe, que no cono- 
cemos para nuestros aliados y amigos la palabra traicién. 


Acepte eo] Excelentisimo Sefior Embajador las segurida- 
des de nuestra mas alta consideracién. 


Eline Rioha -— (Firmado) - Jos& Miguel Kairuz 
Secretario General Presidente 


Enola: « & to Deapatoh No. | 

VA oS “trom American Embassy 
n mos Aires on Reaction to de- 
velopments in Lebanon. 


(COPY OF TELEGRAM FROM LEBANESE ASSOCIATIONS IN 

MENDOZA, ARGENTINA, DATED NOVEMBER 15, 1943.) 

Las Ascoiaciones civiles libanesas de Mendoza se 
permiten dirigirse al Sr. Embajador de los E.U. de N. 
AnGriea en la Argentina, rogendole se haga interprete 
ante las naciones aliadas del sentir de los libaneses 
residentes en esta provincia, frente a los sucesos po- 
litieos que actualmente se desarrollan en Libano, con- 
trarios a los principios de la libertad y autodetermi- 
naeién de los pueblos, que alientan la politiea inter- 
nasional de los paises aliados con los cuales e1 Libano 
es solidario y de que ha liegado el momento de aplicar 
la carta del atlantico y las solemnes declarasiones del 
General Weigan hechas en 1941, de reconoeer la indepen- 
deneia de la Repéblicea Libanesa, 


Aatonio J. 
En nombre de todas sentthelen. 


mES 15 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 1943: 


~ PROXIMOS _REMATES 
DE TEHDOS 
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Pan é flatts c a6 ii COTTER 


PRENDAS EN GELERAL |; 


RUSSO, PERSICO Y CIA. Pomada para Calzado Colfer? | 
f 


as dias 6, 7,9 y 10 de de Cera para Pisos Colibri 

Limpia Metales Cofltrt 

Desinfectartte Colfprt 

Insectitida Cfitri 

Essirales Conbit 

Tintas de Eecribir Céteet 

Hitiréingo Colibri - ¢) .atre 

humedad 

PRODUCTUS 

FABRICADOS POR 


Anilings “COLIBRI 


Ale, THOMAS 1340\60 
BUENOS AIRES 


| ciembre. 
| MAZZA Y CIA. 
Los dias 15 y lo del cte. 


MATEO VILLALOBOS Y CIA. 
fos dias 17, 18 y 19 del cte. 











Instalaciones y Ut 
para Negocios en 
General 


de EDUARDO RAGAZZO 
Basculas, baelanzes, vitrinas 
de todas clases. 
“CORRIENTES 3038 







































” scribe Emillo CONSTANTINO 
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HELLEU— 

La primers medidif en estd ten- 
tide, Ia que ya debia haborse alr 
tade en forma Inmediata y urges” 
te, para devolver la tranguilided 
2 un publo agraviado en sus més 
Justos derechos, cs la destituclén 
Mae y Hana, sin atenuantes, del co- 
mislonada francés, M. Helleu, ef 
hombre ‘maldits ‘dite ‘no ‘ha vectla- 
|, do en ctety a su patria cl més 
grave de los, problemas del mo- 
mento, dejérdela en descublerto 
y haciendo recaer el desprestigio 
xeneral y ef repudio del mundo 
sobre un organirmo en el cual se 
habian depositado tantas esperan- 
zas, Esta destitucién no debe tar 
dar, y cada dia que pasa compro” 
mete més la situacién moral de 
Jos franceves libres en todo to que 
effo puede significar como adhe" 
siém al comportamilento brutal y 
arbitrario de este nuevo naxi del 
Cercano (Prlente sostenido por su 
f. Gestapo senegaleca y mancitlador 
de tos més ‘cares atributos de la 
Mbertad y de la democracia, de es- 








NOS ALIADOS EN ESTA HORA ANGUSTIOSA 


Con profunde.y vive dolor venimos asistlonde 0 este ya largo 
y samgrionts drama que se desarrolla on nasstra patria come com 
ectwoncia de la:kntelerancia y de! espirite cerrade y amtidemocrs- 
tico dein functonarte de Francia, M, Helles, combslonade francés 
om ¢1 Libano, ya que por estar claro si acts bajé ou exclusiva res” 
peasbltidad’o por dréenes divectas del Comité Nacional Framatode 
Limeructén, no quertines antid ar mutsire repule mas enérgito 
| diche organismo, y proferinds grardar megido silencio en espe 
1. ra, de-las’ decteractones correspondientts que avbefi suscltatse de 





Le clerté héita eb preante es qué to pudblg del Libaito,.y con él 
tedes los pucbles de huible drabi firstoatente idemtificados y soll 
dartedies con tu céaiem) actban de‘ recibir ta mids terrible de las 
oftriéas, golpe que’ powt definitijamente un insalvable abismo en- 
tre tow drabes y les dirigentes franceses Mbrés, mientras estos no 
expfidiien formalmente sm. situa-iin y dejen porfectamente aclara- 
da-eu responsabilidad en los tri sicos sutesos registrados 


DEBE’ SER DESHITUIDO M. ; 























Comisionado Francés, M. He! 
'. ser Inmediatamente Destituido : 
Desagravio al Pueblo Libands. 


ANELEDIBLES - OBLIGACIONES DE LOS COBIER, | 40% XH DM RRM 


EL DIARIO SHNBMBANES 


patitis 2 les campos de batalla 
dotide los héroes de estes ideales 
derrentth ‘wr pare lenpedie 
la ‘det tiva clin de mén- 
talidades ‘como Ia suya, de cuyo 
comportamiento « estas horas de- 
ben estar muy orgullosos el sefior 
Hitles, ¢! marlecal Petain y cl se” 
flor Laval, Defraudador de la 
lemnes promesas, de sus saperio 
res, masacrader de! pueb&, nue- 
vo “miteallewe” de mujerts x de 
nifios indefensos, M. Hellou se ha | 
conyertide en reo de lesa demo- | 
cracia y solo cabe ya su sepat 
cién fis y Hane y su sometimien- 
to a progeso, con las sanciones 
consiguientes, 

EL DEBER DE GRAN BRETA™ 
RA COMO GARANTE DEL 
ESTATUTO DE LA INDE- 
PENDENCIA— | 
Son delicados y urgentes lox de- 

beres que competen en @sta bora 

Uena de dramatismo a los gobler- 

nos de tas nactones sliadas. En és" 

te sentido figura en primer lugar 

Gran Bretaha, principal gararite 

de Ia Independencia de Sirla y del 
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de la Repiblica Argention 
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PALABRAS DE UN* EMBIGADOR 


OA IADR BMTANICK 
BUENOS AINES 
Ue Junio de1°l1. 
En este momento histérice, cuando Oren Brotafie, 


pOr conducto de au Esbajeder en El Cairo acaba de con 





prometerse en forme soleme @ inequivocs a pirer la 
indspendensis Gs) sundo érebu; ms es wlermente 
groto envier un cordiel seludo de ethpiiién 01 “Diario 


6rgano oficial en le Regiblice Argentina 
eo oss progresiva ¢ industrioss colectivided que sume 


Sirto-Libenée", 


més de 400.000 seres. 
bedor que Graf Brotefia siempre cum 
8, nos brinderé a adeotros y a mes- 


Estoy plenamente convencido quo 
©1 pucblo érabe, 








ple con see promet 
tros alisdos su més decidido apoyo en 1s cruents lucha 
que actuslmente sostencmon pera eseguPix 1a independen- 


cle y le integrided territorial de tose les neciones 





contra ls agresién y el stropello injustificedos. 
1 
Bubajedor ‘de By ejeoted Bri ténice. 


Texto facslmilar de las expresives palabras del embajador Inglis 

en Buenos Aires, Sir Esmond Ovey, dirighéas a tuestro diario, co- 

no ratificactén de las skmpatias briténicas por la Independencia c+ 
nuestra patria. 


xe 


mo puede per- 
del orden en la 
mbna, tes efectos en ex 
te peatide' bean les sitlemes, y tien- 
Maier elorden y In seguri- 
renines no 20m los que 


Libano, cuya situacién he queda” 
do seriamente comprometida por 
Ja descomedide accion det nani He- 
leu. £1 goblerno de Gran Breta- 
fia no debe permitir do ningsin mor 
do que su palabra, de la que ema” 
na une solenme.gacantia, sea pi 
soteada por hombres qus.a0 sé 
ten hacer honor « swe rion 
‘amariciado be! 


sos. Yaise he 
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Composturas en 
2 bores 6 3— 









Gran Bretaia lomara la 
Fiscalizacion del Libano 


LONDRES. — El Gobierno ha 
dejado claramente establecido que 
Gran Bretata esta dispuesta ® to- 
fiscalizacion 


AROGADO 
Atiende gratuitamente; ee. anscriptoren do 
BL DIARIO SIRIOLIBANES 
CORRIENTES 1488'Pisé'1?Baeacs Aires - U. T. 38 Mayo 4473 
De SR aft Ant 2 lia Wry és 18 2 16 bores 
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cegaria, a fin de proteger ss po" 
siciones en Centra “Oricme(" que 
tienen gran valor estratégico. Hiv 
zo conocer su punto de vista ei 
Gobierno en vista de las noticias 
de que en ese territorio se ha re~ 
gistrado encuentros entre | 
pas francesas y los na istas 
Jibanests, Hay, ya tropas briténi- 
cas en ef sterritorto en Chestién, 
de modo que en cudiquier momen- 
to podri intervenir. 

La radio trasmisora de Beirut, 
que esta fiscalizada por los fran7 
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ali que en Siria y en 
cll ibano Ip situacign gs tranqui 
fay denuntié que fas inPolmactog 
ney en contrario “son producto de 
Ja propaganda enemiga”. Pero evi- 
centemente los brita’ 
parten este criterio optimista, 
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Me. DOGS 


To the 
Officer in charge of the American Maesion, 
Buenos Aires. 


The Secretary of State refers to the Embassy's 
despatch no, 12995 of November 30, 1945, regarding the 
reattion in Argentina to the recent crisis in Lebanon, 


The Officer in charge may, in hie diseretion, ae- 
knowledge the receipt of any communications on this sub- 
ject stating as follows: 


On November 29, 1941, the Department, 
in a statement to the press, weleomed the 
pees Laneesaes of independence of Lebanon and 
yria as a step toward the realization of the 
natural and legitimate aspirations of the 
Lebanese and Syrian peoples, with which the 
American Gevérnuent and people have alvays 
syapathized, for the full enjoyment of severeign 
independence, 


Following the recent events in Lebanon, 
this Government promptly made its position know 
to the French Committee of National Liberation 
in Algiers in accerdance with its established 
policy. It was made clear that this Gevernnent 
hoped that the French and Lebanese eould reach 
some agreement which would allow the Lebanese 
people full independence, bearing always in 
mind the military exigencies of the situation. 


The situation in Lebanon has now been re- 
stored to a normal basis, and it is the earnest 
hope of this Gevernment that friendly negotiations 
can now proceed in an atmosphere of good will on 
both sides for the solution of the underlying 
issue of the independence of the Levant States. 
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You will be interested in the at- 
tached letter from the British Embassy, 
and its enclosures, showing the strong 
line adopted by the British in connection 
with the recent repressive action of the 
Free French in Lebanon. 


A copy has been sent to the President 
for his information. 
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Nov 1 3194308 
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MR, MURRAY 





Noy 27 1944 

NEAR EASTERN Adyanes V2 7 1943 , 
Dear Mr. Alling; : Pan MeNy is ant 
———— 


With reference to our conversation this 
morning, we have now received a request from Londo: 
that we should make available to the President the, 
text of the two enclosed telegrams on the subjec 
of Syria. I should be most grateful if you 
could do this. I gather that the matter is rather 
urgent. 


oe 
aot? Yours very sincerely, 
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Mr. P. He Alling, 
United States Department of State, 
Washington. DeC. 
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Telegram from Mr. Eden to Viscount Halifax of Nov. 12th,1943 


Addressed to Resident Minister Algiers dated 
November 12th, repeated to Minister of State Resident 
Cairo Beirut and Washington, 


F The Cabinet met this afternoon and wholly endorsed 
these demands. The French Committee must understand 
that our future relations with them depend on whether 
they give us satisfaction in this matter. 


Telegram from Mr. Eden to Viscount Halifax of Nov. 1eth, 1943 


Addressed to Resident Minister Algiers on Nov. léth, 
repeated to Washington, Beirut amd Minister of State 
Cairo. 


Telegrams received this morning show that situation 
is becoming worse and worse and French action more and 
more outrageous. 


Qe Moreover the whole Middle East area is now in a 
state of growing excitement. 


3. Please. therefore leave the French in absolutely 

no doubt that we regard their attitudé and action as 
wholly indefensible. We expect them to comply forthwith 
with our request for replacement of Hellew amd release 
of politicians whom they have seized in the Lebanon. 


4. You should make it plain that unless we not only 
receive this satisfaction tut receive it immediately we 
shall be compelled ourselves to take a line which will 
certainly imply dissociating ourselves completely from the 
Prench and which may well entail consequences that are 
likely to be most unpleasing to them. 
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(Gore 1gR) 


BRITTON WRAseT 
WASHINGTON, 9.0. 


Neveuber 18th, 1945 


grands ou the oubject ef 6: * 4a be 
meet Seful if you de this. I gather 
that Batter ie rather urgent, 


Years very sinecrely, 


W. @. Hayter 


wr visiten Bealée Departeent of State 
Vashiagten, 2.6. . 


Wore san) 


Telegren fren My. Eden te Viscount Nelifax ef Sev. Ly 
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Telegram from Mr. Eden to Viscount Halifax of Nov. i 


eth, 
1945 


Addressed to Resident Minister Algiers on Nov. 12th, 
Ad a to Washington, Beirut and Minister of State, 
ro, 


Telegrame received this morning show that situa- 
tien is becoming werse and worse and Frenoh action 
more and more cutrageocus. 


2. Mereover the whele Middle East area is now in a 
6tate of growing excitement. 


3. Please therefore leave the Freneh in absolutely 
ne deubt that we regard their attitude and action as 
whelly indefensible. We expeot then to couply forth- 
with with our request for replacement of Helleu and 
feet of politicians whom they have seised in the 


4.. You should make it plain that unless we not only 
yeoeive thie satisfaction but reeeive it imediately 
we shall be compelled ourselves te take a line which 
will eortainly imply dissociating ourselves cospletely 
frem the Freneh and whieh may well entail sonsequences 
that are likely te be most unpleasing to them. 





MEMO FOR APPROVING OFFICER 


NE believes if would greatly bolster our pus 
throughout the world} ‘and particularly in the Near East, 
to get out a statement of our views om the question of 
Lebanese and Syrian independence. 


The attached draft gives the French a pat for the * 
steps they have taken to correct their delegate's re- 
pressive acts in Lebanon, but at the same time points out 
that the only thing settled by this is the recent crisis 
(which was of course French-created) and that the underlying 
issue still rémains to be solved. 


Mr. Dunn would prefer to omit the paragraph with 
numbered sub-paragraphs, summarizing the views we recently 
instructed Murphy to express to the French Committee of 
National Liberation on this problem. We feel that this 
would considerably detract from the value of the public 
statement, without in any way changing the position we 
have actually taken and must therefore support, and that 
public knowledge of our stand would in fact be helpful to 
the Department. We have, however, prepared an alternate 
draft statement in case it should be felt advisable to 
issue only the shorter version. 


It may be recalled that the President has indicated 
that he feels the French should be required to live up to 
their promises to the Syrian and Lebanese. In expressing 
his support of the strong British position in the recent 
crisis, he added that he thought we should "try to make it 
even more positive". 
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DEPARTMENT OF STAT 


NOVEMBER 2B, 1943 


No. 4 q 7 


FOR THE PRESS 


The Government of the United states has noted with 
approval the action of the French Committee of National 
Liberation in releasing and restoring to office the 
President and Ministers of the Lebanese Republic and in 
abrogfating the decrees issued on November 11, 1943, sus- 
pending the Lebanese Constitution, dissolving the Lebanese 
Parliament and naming a "Chief of state, Chief of Govern- 
ment." 


The situation in Lebanon is thus restored to a normal 
basis, and it is the earnest hope of this Government that 
friendly negotiations can now proceed in an atmosphere of 
good will on both sides for the solution of the underlying 
issue of the-independence of the Levant states. 


By way of background, it may be recalled that the 
independence of Syria and Lebanon was contemplated in the 
terms of the Class A Mandate over these States entrusted 
to France by the League of Nations. American rights in 
these States were defined in the Treaty of 1924 between 
the United States and France. The Governiuent of the 
United States has subsequently expressed its sympathy and 
that of the American people with the aspirations of the 
Syrian and Lebanese peoples for the full enjoyment of 
sovereign independence. The proclamations of independence 
4ssued in the name of the French National Committee in 1941 
were welcomed as gteps toward the realization of these aspira- 
tions, and this Government extended limited recognition to 
the local Governments established thereunder by accrediting 
to them a Diplomatic Agent. More recently, this Government 
observed with satisfaction the successful establishment of 
elected Governments in these States. Moreover, the Eastern 
Meditaranean is a theater of war. While it is an area of 
primary British strategic responsibility, any activities 
therein which hamper the general war effort are of concern 
to all the United Nations. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


NOVEMBER 
FOR THE PRESS No. 


, 1943 


The Governmnt of the United States hes noted with 
approval the action of the French Committee of National 
Liberation in releasing and restoring to office the 
President and Ministers of the Lebanese Republic and in 
abrogating the decrees issued on November 11, 19435, sus- 
ponds og the Lebanese Constitution, dissolving the Lebanese 

arliament and naming a "Chief of State, Chief of Govern- 
ment. 





















The situation in Lebanon is thus restored to a normal 
basis, and it is the earnest hove of this Government that 
friendly negotiations can now proceed in/an atmosphere of 
good will ok both sides for the solutiog of the underlying 
f{esue of the\independence of the Levant States. 


Aside from the representstions de by this Government 
in connection with the recent unfortpdnate crisis in Lebanon, 
this Government me time ago commuyicated to the French 
Committee of Natidnel Liberation le views regarding the 
independence of Sykia and Lebanon,/ which may be summarized 
as follows: 


1) This Governmant believ4s that the French Committee 
of National Liberetion\should fake prectical steps to imple- 
ment the promises of inependénce made to the Syrien and 
Lebanese people in 1941 \n e name of the French National 
Committee; and that such \tgpe would not only be harmony 
with the avowed aime and Anciples of the United Nations, 
but would be hdpful to thg Yommon war effort. 


2) In the opinion Af tis Government, no useful pur- 
pose would be served by/a debate on legal technicalities 
and for practical pw ses the Yeague Mandete must be 
regarded as being in guspense,. 


3) This Govergment would welgome free end voluntary 
negotiations betwegn the French Comittee of National 
Liberation and the Syrian and Lebanége Governments to 
define their fut relationship. 





4) Since the independence of thede States was contem- 
plated in the date itself and steps ward that end have 
been recognizeA in varying degree by num\roue Allied Gov- 
ernments, the would seem little doubt at any egreements 
accepted by e principal parties at interest end applied 
provisional 
after the wfr. \ 






5) This Government is convinced that sincere and 
generous action now to implement Syrien and Lebanese inde- 
pendence would create good-will toward the French and thus 
protect and serve the long-run intereets of France much 


better than a course which would create 111-will and resent- 


ment, 


By 


at the present time would be\formally approved 
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By way of background, it may be recalled that the 
independence of Syria and Lebanon was contemplated in the 
terms of the Class A Mandate over these States entrusted 
to France by the League of Nations. American rights in 
these States were defined in the Treaty of 19 
the United States and France. The Gover it of the 
United States has subsequently expressed ifs sympathy and 
ican people with the aspiyations of the 
Syrian and L se peoples for the ful. enjoyment of 
CO. The proclamatdons of independence 
the French Natiohal Committee in 1941 
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to the local Governments @ 
ing to them a Diplomatic Age: 
ernment observed with satisfact¥Qn the successful establish- 
ment of elected Governments in/thege States. Moreover, the 

Bastern Mediterranean is a théater war. While it is an 

area of primary British st: egic rea@ponsibility, any activi- 
ties therein which hamper effort are of con- 
cern to all the United Naptons. 
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You are authorized to inform the Fre 
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Liberation that we withdraw from the wrjAten record and consider 


as orally expressed the second sente 
compliance with Department's 2139, November 12, midnight. for 
Wilson. See burphy's 1998, November 14, ¥ poem. and Department's 





2208, November 19, midnight. 


Sent to Algiers. 


Repeated to London, Cairo and Beirut. 
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Cairo as Department's no. 1217 3; and to Beirut as Department's 


BK 
bios vos 


no. 


& 
< aoe om 
h Committee of National 
e of communication made in 

o 
© 
oO 
m 

J 
oO 
oO 
~ 
Fruth g 
OTs > 

sy 

3 
oyu 
F no 

" 3 

of 
Bs 

. es 


Enciphered by... 


Sent by operator... ...... M., — 


secession Daasanicn wince 


9. 5. SovEMMEOTT PaLuTiES GrYicE | 16—SREEO-1 


{ 


wv ab H Low 


{ 
% 


qi? 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


i ‘Yeoag 
FROM mu eae us 


4 Stair { 
S6WU A 21 j . 


' 


Secretary Cordell Hull 





Washington D C 


We support view of Lebanon League of Progress that 


“ no change be made in the status of Lebanon during 


the war 


Soph, of Lebanon Society 
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Sons of Lebanon Society, 
Stratfield Hotel, 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. 


Sirs: a4 


iY 
I have received your soriaran he November 18, 1943 
regarding the recent crisig’in LeYanon. . The 
Honorable John A. Danaher / United states Senator from 
Connecticut, has referred’ to the Department of State 
your telegram to him on the same subject. 


On November 29, 1942, the Department, in a statement 
to the press, welcomed the proclamations of independence 
of Lebanon and Syria as a step toward the realization of 
tha natural and legitimate aspirations of the Lebanese and 
Syrian peoples, with which the American Government and 


people have alwizs sympathised,for the full enjoyment of 
sovereign independence. 


Following the recent events in Lebanon, this Govern- 
ment promptly made its position known to the French 
Committee of National Liberation in Algiers in accordance 
with its established policy. It was made clear that this 
Government hoped that the moh and Lebanese could reach 
some agreement which would allow the Lebanese people full 


independence, bearing always in mind the military exigencies 
of the situation. 


Mery truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State: 


we, hs 

E. Wilder Spa ing 

Chief, Division of 
Research and Publication 
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The Honerable Gi TEAL EL 47>. 
‘he Secretary of State, Fen on 
Washington, S is 
Sir: 
I have the honor to refer further ti t*s telee 
graphic instruction Ho. of November 12, 1943, and to enelose, 


im copy and trenslation, a communication of November 14, 1943, 
addressed to mo by Mr. René Massigli, Commissioner fer Foreign 
Affairs, French Committee of ational Liberation. In this con- 
munication, Mr. Meseigii refers to a report made by Delegate General 
Mellew in Beirut Geayiag categorically reports made by the Reuter 
News Ageney on November 15 regarding events in the Lebenon. 


Respectfully yours, 


Robert D. Murphy, 4 


Ghief Civil Administrator. 


2 
© Copy of a letter fron Kr. 


Massigii to Mr. Murphy as sta 
de Translation of abovee 
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gery Baclesure He. 1 to Desgateh Ho. 361, dated November 
i Arig from Allied Foree Headquerters, Civil affairs 
S8e 


LIBERATION NATIONALE REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE 





Le Oommissaire aux Affaires 
e ALOER, le 14 Hoveabre 1943. 


Ho. 10.970 


Mon cher Ministre, 


Je trouve ce matin, on arrivant & mon bureeu, un ord, 
de Me Helleu, oxpéaié hier samedi & midi et domt je tiens & vous 
donner le substance. 


Le Délégué Général déolere pouvoir démentir catégoriquement 
les nouvelles doansea par l'Agence Reuter hicr matin, 13 pevembre. 
I) précise, on particulier, que, oomtrairement aux assertions de 
Reuter, il ost entidrement feux que les Druses se soient souleves 
contre lea auvcritss libenaises ot framoaises. De mime 1] est 
setalemedt inexact que des troupes noires ow dee troupes queloonques 
aiont essayS d*ocouper avant hier 12 novembre le maison @u Prési- 


Au cours dee manifeotetions qui ont suivi les incidents de ces 
deraiere jours, il y a ou en tout et pour tout tude ot nen 


yas dee éivaines ltaffirms (dans quel ‘Agenee Reuter. 
Ia journbe ts , oa particulier, « 6x6 perfaitensat calne, 
maign6 deo deo pribres qui densent facilensat 

dans les villes museinanes & l’agiteation. 


T*at pened, men-eher Ministre, que vous series heurouxt 
d*aveir cca provisions sar la situntion. 


Votre dévous, 
(@igned): MASSIGLI. 
P. Se ~ Jadresse le stae communication & M. Macmillan. 


3. EB. Mr. DB. R. Marphy, 
Maistre potentiaire, 
Représentant personne) du Président Roosevelt. 


Sper. Masiocure He. 8 to Despatch No. 361, dated 
Slevenber 20, 1945, frem Allied Force Head- 
quarters, Civil affairs Office, 


FRENCH COMMITTER OF 
MATICAL LIBERATION, 
FRENOH REPUBLIC 





Commissioner for Foreign 
affteirs. 
Algiers, November 14, 1945. - 





Fo. 10,970. 


My dear Ministers 


I find this morning, on arriving at my office, a tele- 
gren frea Mr. Helleu, despatohed yesterday, Saturday, at noon, 
the substance of which I wish te give yous 


The Delezate General states that he can categorically 
deny the news given out by the Reuter Agency yesterdey morning, 
Bovesber 13- He spesifies, in partioular, that contrary to 
‘he aunections of Reuter, it is entirely false that the Druses 
have ripen against the Lebanese ond Freneh authorities. Likes 
wise it 1s tetelly inexact that black troeps or any other 
troops tried to coeupy, the day before yesterday, November 12, 
the house of President Bechara Khoury. It ie likewise false 
that there was any cnoounter between the Lebanese and French 
tank unites 


‘Xe tee course of the manifestations whieh fellewed the ia- 
eidents of these last days, there were altogether killed 
ahd not Gosete as is sffimmed (to what end?) by the Reuter 
Agensy, The day of Friday, in particular, was perfectly quiet, 
in gpite ef the prayer cerenenics which easily furnish e pre- 
text in Moslem cities for agitation. 


I thought, my dear Minister, thet you would like to have 
these details of the situatien. 


Your devoted, 
(Signed): MAS6IGLI. 


P. Se = I om sending @ similar communication to Mr. Macmillan 


His Breellesey 
Mr. De BR, Murphy, A 
Minister Plenipetentiery, 
Personal Representative of President Roosevelt. 
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The White House informed the Department under 


Gate of November 20, 194 
we should support the Br 


5 that the President thought 
itish position in Lebanon 


and even try to make it more positive, 


Promptly upon receipt of this message, on Noven- 
ber 21, 1943, Mr. Hayter was informed that this Govern- 
on to support the British 
ebanon Communicated to the 
8, 1943. 


ment could be counted up 
vernsent's policy on 
Department on November 1 
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pendent and sovereign status will be guaranteed 
by a treaty in which our mutual relations will 
be defined, This treaty will be negotiated aa 


soon as possible between your representatives 
and myself, 


3 930 


eel 


e 
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. . « You will see from this declaration 
thet if the Free French and British forces cross 


your frontier it 1a not to take away your liberty -- 
4t 16 to ensure it. 


"|. you should know that the British Gov- 


ernment in agreement with Free France has promised 
to grant you all the advantages enjoyed by the free 
countries who are associated with then. 

“| , France declares you independent by the 
voice of her sons who are fighting for her life 
and for the liberty of the world, 


According 


ad 


4 


a 


OQONT " SPRRARTMENT OF STATE ae ae 
ie sf amet 
f ‘Bivisign.oF AR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
NMISION. OF 
UPAR FASTERN AFFAIRS: 
al On June 8, 1941, official statements were iasued to 
the populations of Syria and Lebanon by British and Free 
French authorities in Great Britain and the Middle East 
regarding the entry of British and Free French forces into 
Syria to prevent the further use of the Levant States by 
the Nazis, General Catroux, declaring that he assumed the 2 
ye “powers, responsibilities, and duties of the representative Oo 
i t/ of La France au Levant", stated: m 
MO 
b wn 6 "I come to put an end to the mandatory ° 
fd régime and to proclaim you free and independent, Cc 
yb You will therefore be from henceforward sovereign ~ 
4 and independent peoples, and you will be able to o 
form yourselves into separate States or to unite Oo 
into a single State, In either event your inde- =! 


OW /S-! 
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According to a British Foreign Office statement of 
the same date: 


"|, , a declaration has been issued, by 
General Catroux on behalf of General de Gaulle 
aranteeing the liberty and independence of 
yria and the Lebanon and undertaking to negoti- 
ate a treaty to enaure these objects, His 
Majesty's Government support and associate them- 
selves with this promise of independence," 


- (he British Ambassador in Cairo, Sir Miles Lampson, 
addressed the following statement to the inhabitants of 
Syria and Lebanon: 


“General Catroux, on behalf of General de 
Gaulle, Chief of the Free French, has issued a 
declaration to the inhabitants of Syria and 
Lebanon before advancing with the object of ex- 
pelling the Germans, In this he declares the 
liberty and independence of Syria and Lebanon, 
He undertakes to negotiate a treaty to ensure 
these objects, 


"I am authorised by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment in the United Kingdom to declare that they 
support and associate themselves with the assur- 
ance of independence given by General Catroux on behalf 
of General de Gaulle to Syria and Lebanon." 


A letter of June 24, 1941, from de Gaulle to Catroux, 
appointing the latter Detagebe-seae) 6 Plenipotentiary and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Free French forces in the Levant, 
described Catroux's powers, in part, as follows: 

"|, , It will be your duty to bring about 
as soon as possible the creation of a Legislative 
Assembly faithfully representative of the masa 
of the people, and the formation of a Government 
having the confidence of this Assembly, You will 
enter into negotiations with a view to the conclu- 
sion of a treaty of alliance with these Governments, 
Treaties will be concluded between these Governments 
and my Government. 


". . . The Mandate for which France was made 
responsible by the League of Nations in 1924 must 


cones” 
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come to an end, For this reason you will take 
as a etarting point for the negotiations with 
the States of the Levant the treaty of alliance 
concluded with them in 1936, I take it upon 
myself to tranemit to the League of Nations at 
the proper time the substitution in the Levant 
of the régime of the Mandate by a new régime 
which will be in accord with the purposes for 
which the Mandate was created," 


(However, in a "rectification" of these instructions, 
published on st 28, 1942, in the Official Journal of 
Fighting France, emphasis was laid rather on Catroux's res- 
ponsibility to negotiate treaties “instituting independence 
. « - and alliance" and “safeguarding the rights and inter- 
ests of France", And, instead of prescribing simply that 
the Mandate “must end‘, provision was made that it should 
be brought to an end,) 


Mr, Churchill, in a statement in the House of Commons 
on July 16 regarding the successful conclusion of the cam- 
paign against the Vichy forcee in Syria, said: 


"We rejoice that with the aid of the forces 
of General d+ Gaulle, led by General Catroux and 
General Legentilbomme, we have been able to bring 
to the peoples of Syria and the Lebanon the res— 
toration of their full sovereign independence, 

. « The historic interests of France in Syria, 
and the priusoy of those interests over the inter- 
este of other European nations, is preserved with- 
out Ea pete to the rights and sovereignty of 

the Syrian races," 


On July 22, 1941, in French Equatorial Africa, before 
leaving for Beirut, General de Gaulle stated to the Press: 


"It 4s France's duty to defend Syria and the 
Lebanon, While recognizing the independence of 
these two countries, France's presence will be 
maintained there too, For the moment has come to 
realize the promises of independence made to the 
populations entrusted to our protection." 


Upon his arrival in Beirut he said, in a speech to the 
Lebanese people on July 25: 


"In 


=4- 


"In view of the evolution which has occurred 
in your country, and in view of the nature of the 
terrible events we are going through, we consider 
4t just and necessary to put an end, in agreement 
with you, to the present régime of the Mandate. 


“We consider that it is equitable and that 
4t 1s proper to establish the true sovereignty 
and sone ennane of the State of the Lebanon, not 
for the Lebanon alone, who will find in such in- 
dependence and sovereignty the best basis for her 
own national development, but for France herself, 
who under this new régime will, I am certain, have 
the beet possible guarantees of the secular inter- 
ests now established on your soil," 


Again, in a speech which General de Gaulle made at the 
Syrian University in Damascus on July 30, 1941, he stated: 


"We have decided that the time has come for 
France, in agreement with you, to put an end to 
the Mandate and to negotiate with you regarding 
the conditions under which your full and complete 
sovereignty and independence must be assured, and 
to establish the terms of an alliance which is 
most sincerely desired by both parties. 


"Great Britain has asserted that she is 
entirely without political aims in Syria and the 
Lebanon and has decided to respect fully the 
position of France . . . I am counting on the 
fact that complete union between England and 
France as regards the presence and simultaneous 
action of their armies in the territory of the 
Levant States will contribute to the strengthen- 
ing of Syria and the Lebanon in the certainty 
that they will retain their liberty and national 
integrity from the Tigris to the Mediterranean 
end from the frontier of Trans jordan to the 
frontier of Turkey," 


On Auguet 3, 1941, while in Beirut, General de Gaulle 
stated to Monsieur Pierre Jeannerat, of the Free French 
News Agency, that: 


" .. . France 
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" | . . France has the are and respon- 
poet | of establishing these States (Syria and 
Lebanon) in their independence and of concluding 
with them an alliance in which their interests 
and ours will find the best guarentees," 


In a letter which Oliver Lyttelton, Minister of State 


and representative in Egypt of the British War Cabinet, ad- 


dressed to General de Gaulle on August 7, 1941 


regarding 


certain conditions to be singe 3 observed by british and 
e 


Free French forces in Syria and 


anon, he stated: 


“Both Free France and Great Britain are 
plssged to the independence of Syria and the 
ebanon, When this essential step has been 
taken, and without prejudice to it, we freely 
admit that France should have the predominant 
position in Syria and the Lebanon over any 

other Eurovean Power," 


In reply de Gaulle said: 
"  . , I am happy to take note of your re- 
newed assurances regarding the disinteregtedness 
of Great Britain in Syria and the Lebanon and the 
fact that Great Britain admits as a basic prin- 
ciple the preeminent and privileged position of 
France when these States shall heve attained in- 
dependence in conformity with the undertaking 
which Free France has taken with regard to them," 


British policy toward Syria and Lebanon was defined in 


a declaration by Mr, Churchill in the House of Commons on 
September 9, 1941, when he stated, in part: 


; "| | I muet make it quite clear that our 
policy, to which our Free French Allies have sub- 
scribed, 16 that Syria shall be handed back to 
the Syrians, who will assume at the earliest pos- 
sible moment their independence and sovereign 
rights. We do not propose that this process of 
creating an independent Syrian Government, or 
Governments -- because it may be that they will not 
be one Government -=- shall wait until the end of 
the war, We contemplate constantly increasing the 
Syrian share in the administration, There is no 


question 
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question of France maintaining the same posi- 
tion which she exercised in Syria before the 

war, but which the French Government had realized 
must come to an end, On the other hand, we recog- 
nize that among all tle nations of Europe the 
position of France in Syria is one of special 
privilege, and that in so far as any European 
countries have influence in ee that of 

France will be preeminent, (HON, MEMBERS: 
“Why?") Because that is the policy which we 

have decided to adopt. We 41d not go there in 
order to deprive France of her historic position 
in Syria, except in so far as is necessary to 
fulfill our obligations and pledges to the Syrian 
population, There must be no question, eve. in 
war-time, of a mere substitution of Free French 
interests for Vichy French interests, The Syrian 
peoples are to come back into their own, Thie is 
fully recognized in the documents which have been 
exchanged between the Minister of State and the 
representatives of the Free French," 


On November 26, 1941, General Catroux, as Delegate 
General of Free France in the Levant, issued a proclamation 
announcing Lebanese independence, The following excerpts 
are of interest; 


"The Lebanese State shall enjoy, as from now, 
the rights and privileges appertaining to the 
statutes of an independent state, These rights 
and privileges shall be subject only to euch re- 
atrictiona as are dictated by the present war 
situation, the security of the country and that 
of the Allied Armies," 


“Me afore-mentioned stipulations reconcile 
the respect for Lebanese independence and sovereign- 
ty with the dictates of the state of war, They are 
inepired by one single thought, that of winning the 
war, and thus to secure for Lebanon a future of a 
free nation, They provide the Franoco-Lebanese prob- 
lem with a solution which emanates from the will 
of Free France not to delay, in spite of the war, 
the fulfillment of Lebanese national aspirations 
and the promises of the Allies, But it is neces- 
sary to substitute for it a final settlement as 


early 
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early as possible, in the form of a Franco- 
Lebanese treaty which will consecrate once and 
for all the independence of the country. 


“Long live independent Lebanon \" 


In a letter which General de Gaulle addressed to the 
Secretary General of the League of Nations under date of 


November 28, 1941, announcing the Syrian and Lebanese inde- 


pendence proclamations, he atated: 


“General Catroux, acting on behalf of 
General de Gaulle, Chief of the Free French 
and President of the French National Committee 
established in London on September 24, 1941, 
proclaimed on November 26 the independence and 
sovereignty of the Lebanon. 


“The independence and sovereignty of Syria 
and Lebanon will in practice suffer no limita- 
tions except those resulting from the exigencies 
of the war, They do not, however, affect the 
legal situation created by the Mandate, This 
situation cannot, in fact, be modified except 
with the assent of the Council of the League of 
Nations, with the consent of the Government of 
the United States (a signatory to the Franco- 
American Convention of forts 4, 1924), and only 
after the conclusion between the French Govern- 
ment and the Syrian and Lebanese Governments of 
treaties duly ratified in conformity with the 
legislation of the French Republic, 


On August 14, 1942, General de Gaulle sent a telegram 


to Mr, Ghurchill regarding alleged undue interference by 


the British in respect of the administration of the Levant 


States, stating in part: 


“The engagement undertaken by Great Britain 
to pursue no political aim in the States of the 
Levant and not to attempt to encroach there on 
the positions of France, as well a6 the assurance 
given by the British Government that the Mandate 
would be maintained until a decision should have 
been taken by the League of Nations, which alone 
ig entitled to put an end to it, formed the pases 
of the Lyttelton-de Gaulle agreements of July 1941 
and ‘of the exchange of letters between the French 
National Committee and the British Government of 
October 1941," 

Mr, 
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Mr, Churchill, in his reply of August 21, 1942, defend- 
ing British position, said: 


“We are also concerned to ensure that our 
arantee that the proclamation iesued by General 
atroux on June 9, (7) 1941, declaring the inde- 
pendence of Syria and the Lebanon and promising 
that the mandate should be terminated, is effective- 
ly carried out. To this we are committed in the 
eyea of both the people of Syria and the Lebanon 
and the whole of the Arab world." 


“As regards the mandate, it is fully under- 
stood that ite technical terminetion cannot be 
effected at present, Nevertheless, in my speech 
in the House of Commons on September 9, 1941, I 
made it clear that the position of the Free French 
in Syria could not be that previously enjoyed by 
Vichy, and you yourself in your letter to the 
League of Nations announcing your assumption of 
the responsibilities of the Mandate stated that 
the independence and sovereignty of Syria and the 
Lebanon would not be circumscribed by any other 
limitationea than those which were necessitated 
by the conditions of war," 


De Gaulle replied on August 24 to the effect that he 
was unable to accept Churchill's conception 


“4n accordance with which the political inter- 
ferences of the British representatives in 

Syria and Lebanon are compatible with the en- 
gagemente undertaken by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment as concerns the respect of France's position 
and the persistence of the Mandate, 


"I must add that these interferences, as 
they are practiced, are in contradiction to the 
régime of independence which Fighting France has 
granted to Syria and Lebanon by virtue and within 
the framework of the Mandate, as well as the French- 
American treaty of 1924," 


In a letter of September 1, 1942 to Churchill declining 


his invitation to proceed to England to discuss Franco- 
British relations in the Levant, de Gaulle stated: 


"I hope 
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"I hope you will perceive that the mainten- 
ance of the independent position of Frence in 
Syria and the Lebanon is for me and for the 
French National Committee, an absolute duty of 
the first urgency," 


On August 24, 1942, General de Gaulle sent to the 
American Consul at Beirut a memorandum regarding British 
policy in the Levant States. With reference to the inde- 
pendence of those states he said: 


“General de Gaulle, and General Catroux in 
the name of the National Committee, have pro- 
claimed the independence of Syria and Lebanon, 
They have established Governments which, after 
having accepted the terme of these proclamations, 
exercise effectively the prerogatives of indeven- 
dence under the sole reserves which the state of 
war imposes." 


In an important political speech in Beirut on August 28, 
1942, de Gaulle stated: 


"The independence of the State of Syria and 
of the State of the Lebanon has become an accom- 
plished fact.* This independence is the aim 
fixed for France by the Mandate which she accepted 
from the League of Nations and could only be pro- 
claimed by virtue of that mandate, That ie to say 
that 1t devolved upon France, and it devolves upon 
her alone to institute that independence, It also 
means that in instituting it, France acted in ac- 
cordance with the duties of ite charge at the same 
time as she manifested her profound friendship to- 
ward the Syrian people and the Lebanese people and 
4te confidence in their capacity to fulfill by then- 
selves the noble but difficult obligations of liberty 
and sovereignty." 


La Syrie et 1'Orient of September 15, 1942, carried the 
following in a summary of remarks which General de Gaulle 
made when receiving press representatives to pay tribute to 
General Catroux: 


“General 


a 


*Thig statement is later modified by reference to or ani 


zation of their independence under the exclusive idance 
of France when cireunetances shalt permit. eo 
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“General de Gaulle found the countries of the 
Levant in perfect order and the general spirit as 
good as could be expected, Syria and the Lebanon, 
independent countries, are conducting themselves 
as independent countries which have confidence in 
their destiny." 


On January 23, 1943, Ambassador Helleu, in his capacity 
as Delegate General and Plenipotentiary ad interim of Fight- 
ing France in the Levant, issued a communiqué stating: 


"Me French National Committee, 


"Resolved to reinforce the independence of 
Syria and the Lebanon, an independence proclaimed 
in its name by General Catroux in 1941, 


"And considering, after consultation with 
the British Government, that the evolution of 
the military situation in the country warrants 
reestablishment of the constitutional régime, 


"Has given mandate to the Delegate General 
and Plenipotentiary, Commander-in-Chief in the 
Levant, to take to this end all necessary dis- 
positions, after consultation with the Governments 

_of the Syrian and Lebanese Republics as well as 
with the principal local political personalities, 


"The expected early return of General Catroux 
to the Levant will thus mark a decisive step in 
the political life of Lebanon md Syria," 


General Catroux returned to Beirut on February 18, 19435, 
and there were innumerable suppositions as to his intended 
actions, On February 25, President Naccache addressed a 
note to him protesting against procedure which “4gnored the 
ib of Lebanese independence and the dignity of the 

vernment", Catroux replied that: 

". , . 4n spite of the proclamation of the 
independence of the Lebanon, France remains juri- 
dically Mandatory until the time when the League 
of Nations shall have released her from her tute- 
lary obligations , . . the right on which I base 
my demarches cannot be conteated, and it 1s ac- 
cepted by all the Powére which have recognized 
the Mandate . . . Lebanese public opinion expects 
from her (France) alone the decisions to be taken," 


On 


<li. 


On March 18, 1943, Catroux issued three decrees, the 
first reestablishing the Lebanese Constitution of May 23, 
1926, (to take effect after the election of a new Chamber 
and President), the second organizing the Statefr the 
interim period, and the third —— a "Chief of State, 
Chief of Government". General Catroux explained these 
decrees, in an address to the Lebanese people over Radio 
Levant, by stating: 


“This series of measures emanates from a 
fundamental intention to solve impartially and 
democratically the problem of the resumption 
of constitutional life in conformity with the 
ideals of France, the principles of the United 
Nations, and the wishes of the population ... 
Your public liberties are restored, You will 
exercise them without constraint during the 
electoral period," 


On March 19, 1943, General Spears, in approving the 
above action by deneral Catroux, stated: 


", . . We were happy to acclaim General 
Catroux's proclamation of your independence in 
November 1941, and today I note with pleasure 
that snother big step towards absolute indepen- 
dence has just been taken. 


". . . Your parliament will thus be free, 
free as ours, free as those of the United Nations 
who, at the time of victory, will dictate the 
future of humanity," 
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Sir: 4 / 


Referring to my telegram no. 8000 / November 
8, 10 a.m., 1943, and following reports regarding 
local repercussions of recent developments in the 
Lebanon, I have the honor to transmit herewith 
\ copies of messages addressed to the Legation and 
| other agencies {sritieh, Prench, Lebanese) by 
Egyptian officials and organizations, together 
with translations of characteristic comment in 
b the Arabic press and copies of several of the 
b more significant editorials in the French and 
," English press. I also enclose in single copy a 
qb series of mimeographed press releases by the 
Delegation of the French Committee of National 
Liberation in Egypt, little of which appeared in |; 
print owing to the local censorship and 1lso to aj\ “ 
general reluctance of the Rgyptian press to carry | K 
anything tending to support the French case. Le aceal 7 
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Among the messages of which the texts are trans- 

) mitted herewith particular attention is invited to 

those exchanged between Nahas Pasha and Baron de 

Benoist, Delegate in Egypt of the French Committee 

of National Liberation, the contents of which left 

little to the imagination in respect of the inflamed 

tempers of both writers. In fact, Nahas was reported “ 

to have been so angered as to have observed privately 9 

that he head in mind the taking of retaliatory action *& 

against the French in Egypt and the Counselor of 

the Prench Delegation informed a member of the 

Legation staff that George Dumani, Controler of 

the Political Department in the Council of Ministers 


and alleged intimate aiguietas tenaee os in. 
matters conceming 8yri “the Lebanon, had orally 
tened® the delegatien with various forms of 


al. Dumani, incidentally, is himself of 
ee extraction. ~ 4 
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Regarding the editorials transmitted herewith 
it may be observed that the opening guns of the press 
campaign against the French action in the Lebanon 
were fired by the Journal aeeaerae whose editor, 

BE. Gallad, is a Lebanese, and by Al-Misri, whose 
editor, Abol Fath bey, had just returned from a 

tour of the Lebanon and Syria where he was supposed 
to have been sent by Nahas Pasha for the particular 
purpose of spreading Wafd publicity and inviting 
Lebanese and Syrian delegations to attend the wafd 
Jubilee Congress on November 14, 15 and 16. Subse- 
quently, these papers, although maintaining a strong 
attitude, tended to cool off somewhat and it was Al- 
Mokattam, edited by Lebanese Khalil fey labet, which 
took up the cudgels by emphasizing with particular 
vehemence the moral implications of the matter in 
the light of the assurances given the small countries 
by the democratic powers and the reaction which would 
result in the arab world if these promises were not 
implemented in the instant case of the Lebanon. 


As is brought out in the onclosed releases by 
the Freneh Delegation, the manner of handling both 
news and comment on the Lebanese crisis by the Cairo 
press was strongly resented by the French whose im- 
plied suggestions therein of a degree of British 
responsibility for the propagation of exaggerated 
views have been amplified in no uncertain terms in 
private conversations in the course of which local 
French representatives not only p essed to be un- 
able to accept British allegations of inability to 
econtrel the preas but went so far as to allege that 
such excesses were actually being encouraged. 


Without undertaking to probe these accusations, 
it may be noted that the British, despite the strong 
degree of control which they waually exercise in local 
censorship, would doubtless have found it difficult 
to restrain the press and the Egyptian Government 
in this instance since the imprisonment of the members 
of the Lebanese Government did in fact cause a very 
strong reaction in this country and engendered feel- 
ings whieh clamored for expression. As a matter of 
facet, certain minor excesses aside, it was rather 
reassuring to see the mgyptian press, after four 
years of censorship en free expression on almost 
every subject of really vital interest, rise so well 
to the eceasion. With a view to maintaining a sense 
of preportion, however, sight should not be lost in 
thia eonnection of the preponderance of persons of 
Lebanese extraetion in the Egyptian press and the 
fact that, im so far as Nabas Pasha was concerned, 
the Lebanese incidents were providentially timed in 
order to divert attention from difficulties in his 
Pan Arab discussions and to breathe the spark of 
life into his uninspired Wafd Jubilee. 


in 


ie: 


In conclusion, it is desired to re-emphasize 
the point repeatedly made in my telegrams on this 
subject to the effect that the Lebanese case is being 
regarded here as a test of the sincerity of the 
assurances of the United Hatiens in respect of 
the rights of smaller states and that, despite the 
fact that the United States has no such formal obli- 
gation es France and Britain in the matter of Lebanese 
independence, we are regarded as none the less morally 
bound in the eyes ef the Arab world by virtue of 
having been the leading end most trusted exponent 
of the principles of the ‘United Netions. 


Respectfully yours, 


he 


Alexander Kirk 


Enclegures: 


l- Letter addressed to French Delegate 
in Egypt by the Egyptian Prime Minister. 


fu Telegram addressed to the American Minister 
by the Egyptian Prime Minister. 


Felegram addressed to the Minister of British 
Babasey by the Egyptian Prime Minister. 


felegram addressed to General de Gaulle 
Z by the Egyptian Prime Minister. 


Telegram addressed to Bishere Bl-Khouri 
: Fie the Egyptian Prime Minister. 


- Telegram addressed to “French Ambassador” 
in Beirut by Secretary General of Association 
. of Arab Unity. 
4 
4e Telegrem addressed to Ministers for Foreign 
af s of Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria and 


Trans-Jordan 
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Trans-Jordan by Egyptian Prime Minister. 


Letter addressed to Egyptian Prime Miniater 
by French Delegate in Egypt. 


Telegrem addressed to the American Legation 
by Mohamed Hussein Haikal Pasha. 


Telegram addressed to the American Minister 
by the President of the Arab Bnion in Cairo. 


Telegram addressed to the American Minister 
by the Lebanese Committee in Egypt. 


Telegrems addressed to the Head of the Royal 
Cabinet and to the Egyptian Prime Minister 
by the French Committee of National Liberation. 


Letter addressed to the French Delegate in 
Egypt by the Egyptian Prime Minister. 


Editorial from Le Journal d'Egypte, November 
12, 19435. 


Editorial from La Bourse Egyptienne of 
November 12, 1945. 
Editorial from the Arabic Al-Misri of 


November 12, 1943. 


Bditorisal from the Egyptian Mail of 
Nevember 15, 1945. 


Editorials from the Arabic Al=Holm ten of 
Nevember 135, 15 and 16 respectively. 


Series of mimeographed press releases by 
the Delegatien of the French Committee ef 
National Liberation in Egypt (In single 
copy). 


Copy to the American Legation at Beirut. Ww 
Copy to the American Ceneulate at Algiers. 


Sent to the Department in ozalid. 
file ne. B00. 
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finclosure no. 1 to despatch no. 1412 of November 20, 1943, 
fromthe American Legation at Cairo, Egypt. 





November 10, 1943 
Mon Cher M. de Benoist, 


Je orois de mon devoir de me faire 1'écho de 1'émotion 
trds vive ressentie par le peuple égyptien, et je crois 
pouvoir dire par tous les peuples arabes & la suite des 
graves incidents politiques qui viennent de se dérouler au 
Liban. 


Croyez bien qu'en le faisant, je suis animé d'un sin- 
cére esprit d'entente, l'esprit méme qui a présidé aux 
amicales conversations que j'ai eves avec le Général Ca- 
troux au sujet des problémes syriens et libanais. 








Le Général Catroux, dont j'avais eu a appréecier 
l'intelligenee compréhensive, m'avait laissé 1'impression 
qu'il était déciaé, en tant que représentant autorisé de 
la France Combattante, A trouver aux problémes en diseus- 
sion la solution raisonnable et équitable. 


Malheureusement ces bonnes dispositions n'ont pas 
toujours eu leur écho dans l'application qu'ont faite les 
autorités frangeises des résolutions de principe. Je vou- 
drais denc attirer votre attention: 


1) sur le fait que les élections libanai » contrai~ 
rement & ee qui avait 6té6 promis, furent marquées par des 
incidents dent le meins qu'on puisse dire est que, provo- 
qués par des agents douteux, ils furent de nature 4 en 
compromettre la liberté; 





2) sur le fait que l'indépendance reconnue 4 la fois 
per les repréeentants de la France Combattante et les re- 
présentants de la Grande-Bretagne, constitue une réalité 
juridique revétue légitimement d'un caractére tout ensemdle 
politique et international. 


L'indépendance du Liban, comme celle de la Syrie, est 
dome un fait acquis et aueune régle de droit qufon pourrait 
invequer, n'est de nature A infirmer la validité juridique 
de 1 ind eo libanaise. Aussi le geste des autorités 
f. ises ant, d'avanee, qu'elles ne reconnaissaient 
pas walidité d'une révision de la Constitution intervenue 
sans leur assentinent, est considéré par le peuple libanais, 
auquel en la oireonstance se joignent tous les peuples arabes, 
comme une atteinte A sa dignité, A sa liberté et a son in- 
aépendance. 


Je crois mon Cher M. de Benoist, que les obligations 
internationales souscrites par la France, et aumgmélles se 
réfire le communiqué de la Délégation Génér @ Beyrouth, 
se rappertent au mandat. Or, j'estime que le mandat a 
Gisparu en fait et en droit, du jour ot les Frangeis et le 
Gouvernement de Grande-Bretagne ont reconnu 1'indépendance 
de la Syrie et du Liban. Ils ont admis, 4 juste titre, ce 
jour-14, que la Société des Nations ne fonctionnant plus, 
ni la dyrie ni le Liban ne pouvaient attendre la résurrection 
de le goeiété des Nations sous sa forme premiére - ce qui 
ntest du reste pas A envisager - pour faire entériner par 
Genéve la décision frangaise et anglaise. 
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Ynclosure no. 4 to despatch no. 1412 of November 20, 19435, 
from the American Legation at Cairo, Egypt. 





November 11, 1943 


Général de Gaulle, 
Président du Comité Frangais 
de la Libération Nationale, 
Alger 


Au nom du Gouvernement et du peuple égyptiens, nous 
protestons énergiquement auprés de Votre Excellence pour 
les mesures arbitraires prises per les auterités frangaises 
qui viennent d'erréter le Président de la République Liba- 
naise, le Président du Conseil et deux Ministres. Par cet 
acte que rien ne justifie, l'indépendanece du Liban et sa 
dignité sont atteintes; et l'Egypte ainsi que tous les 
peuples arabes se solidarisent avec le malheureux et héroi- 
que peuple libanais qui nta commis dtautre crime que de 
wouloir sauveguarder son indépendance, en en réalisent le 
légitime et logique exercice, et en s'assurant Ltamitié 
désintéressée de la vraie France. L'Egypte et tous les 
peuples arabes, justement indignés, s'étonnent qu'un tel 
acte puisse avois été commis per les représentants d'une 
France qu'on evait appris & aimer comme le supréme refuge 
de la liberté. Eet-ce au moment od la France atteinte 
est privée de son indépendance et de sa liberté et ot elle 
ocmbat pour les regouvrer, que le Comité are re de la 
Libération Netionale viole la liberté et l'in épendence 
du peuple libanais? La violation par une Puissance quel- 
conque du dogme saoré que les Nations Unies ont juré de 
respecter ne peut tre que 1'ObJjet fe le réprobation uni- 
verselle. Si la situation au Liben n'est pas rétablie 
dans sa logique, l’Egypte serait amenée & considérer sa 
position wis-a-vis de le France & la lumidre des événements. 


Moustapha El Nahas 


\ 
4 ‘ . 


Enclosure no. 5 to despatch no. 1412 of November 20, 1945, 
from the American Legation at Cairo, Egypt. 


Telegram Addressed % Bishare El) Khouri by 


November 11, 1943 


S.E. Cheikh Bishare El Khoury 
Préeident de la République Libanaise, 
Beyrouth. 


Excellence, 


Je regrette vivement que des circonstances malheureuses 
et imprévues ne permettent pas 4 le Délégation, qui dowait 
partir pour Beyrouth, 4taceomplir la mission dont Nous l'a- 
vions chargée et de vous transmettre Notre message. 





Mais les cireonstances qui ont empéohé le voyage de Notre 
pag i pour le Liben n'empéchent pas de vous exprimer ce 
que la Mission devait acoomplir et c'est de vous félieiter 
pour la confiance du Peuple Libanais. 


Ctest pourquoi Je m'empresse de vous adresser cette aé- 
peehe, convaincu que le confiance dont vous a investi le Noble 
Peuple Libanais votre élection comme Président de sa Ré- 
publique, a donné la preuve de votre valeur, et a manifesté 
ee que Nous gavons de vous, comme qualitéss vertus et patrio- 
tiene éprouvé, que rien ne peut faire fiéohir. 


Nous s'avons aucun doute que le Peuple Libana+s jouirea 
de sem inéépendanee, réelisant dans la liverté, la justice et 
l*henmneur, oe dont fy est digne en souveraineté et en gloire. 


Je ntai pas besoin de vous dire que le le Libanais 
peut toujours compter sur Mon amitié, l'amitié de Mon gouver~ 
nement et de Men peuple, aux heures de 1'épreuve. 


Dans ces heures et par ces heures, se oonsolident les 
sentiments et s'affirme l'affection. : 


Les heures passent par les peuples et les peuples durent 
per leurs hommes; le peuple du Liban durera.” 


FAROUK 





Ye if 
ae faclépure mo. 6, to despatch no. 1412 of November 20, 1945, 
from the American Legation at Catre, Egypt. , 
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Welosure no. 7 to despatch no. 1412 of November 20, 1943, 
from the American Legation at Cairo, Expt. 


Telegram Adéressed to Ministers for Fereign 
Affairs of Iraq, Saudi Arabie, 
Syria and < sjordania 


y 
Beyptian Prime Minister 


November 12, 1943 


Pevant l'acte arbitraire inqualifiable qui viest 
a’ etre commis par les autorités fuenget bes eu Liban, je 
sate convaineu que teus les pouples ® sent selidaires 
ples que jameic ot ext ressenti profendément, comme iE 
o t%a ressenti elle-méme, l'atteinte portée & le di- 
sé, & l*henneur et & 1 indépendanee de l'héroique ne- 
tion labemaise. Cetto atteinte nous touche | ae maaan 
nous qui evens en cemmun le but saeré de la trerté. 


LBerpye a protesté aussitot auprdés du Comité Fran- 
te de Libération Nationale et a fait appel a le Grande- 
etagne ot aux Etats-Unis 4’ Amérique, garants de 1'indé- 
@ liibaneiee, pour que la situation regoive au plus 
$6t, le solution logique et honnéte qu'elle comporte. 


L'Bgypte ext persundée que toutes les nations arabes, 
profondément affectées par le malhewr qui secable un peu- 
ple frére, sent & ses 06t6s pour faire entendre a 1'oppres~ 
seer leur juste indignation et pour s'employer, dans un 
mene élan, & nottre & l'oppression. 


Moustapha Bl Nehas Pasha 


Enclosure no. 8 to despatch no. 1412 of November 20, 1945, 
from the American Legation at Cairo, Egypt. 


Letter Addressed to Egyptian Prime Minister 
by Baron de Benoist, Delegate 
of French Committee of National Liberation. 


Le Caire le 12 Novembre 1943. 


Son Excellence 
Moustapha at Nahas Pasha, 
Le Caire. 


Excellence, 


Crest aveo un pénible étonnement que j'ai trouvé dans 
lea presse de cet aprés-midi le texte de la lettre que vous 
m'avez adressée hier au soir, au sujet des événements du 
Liban, Rien ne me permettait, en effet, de supposer que 
yous é6cideriez de rendre publique une communication person- 
nelle sane m'avoir laissé le temps de répondre et sens m'avoir 
prévenu de vos intentions. Je me vois obligé de protester 
auprés de vous A oe sujet. 


le fond de la question, 1] me paraft que - dans 
Lint % @u Liban et de la France bien compris par leurs 
vrais emis ~ i] y a tout avantage & laisser ces deux pays 
résoudre seuls une question gue la France est décidée a 
régler dans l'esprit d’amitié qui, depuis des sidcles, pré- 
side A ses relations avee le peuple libanais. 


Je prie Votre Excellence de vouloir bien agréer la nou- 
velle assurance de ma meilleure considération. 


gigné: L. DE BENOIST 


Bislewure mo, 9 to despatoh no. 1412 of Reovember 80, 1945, 
trom the gueriean Legation ot Cairo, Sgypt. 


Translation of Telegram 
Caire, Nevember 12, 1945. 


The American Legation, 
Caire. 


The vg oa that hae been perpetrated in Lebanon 
by order of the Preach Deligete has agitated the heart 
ef all friends of liberty the world over, The arrest 
of tue President of the hepudiic, the Prime Minieter, 
Ministers, and Deputies of Lebanon is contrary te the 
declaration ef the Britieh (and Americans t) 

ents regerding the independense of Lebanon and 
‘eS drreeemelleble with the spirit of friendship whieh 
fvebe have manifested towards France. It is, mopeover, 
a reekless behavior which bwman civilization refuses to 
appreve, Yhe Liberal Conetitutionalists in Egypt pro- 
test moat energetically against these acts of tyremny 
end demand that right be restered in conformity with 
the joint angle-French Desiaratien. This is the least 
that way t¥enquilise Arad seumtries in resegnition of 
She eatabdliched rights of nations. 


(Signed) 
Mohamed Hussein Haikel 





‘Mnelesure me. 10 to despatch no. 1412 of November 20, 1943, 
from the dgerlocan Legation at Caire, Kxypt. 
Translation of Telegras 


Caire, November 12, 1945. 


RE. the American Minister Pieipotemtiary, 
Caire. 


The Arab Union bas heard with great sorrow and 
amasement mews of the events which have occurred in 
Lebenen where the rights of the country, its dignity, 
weustitution, Parlisment, President ani Ministers have 
Peen athacked and vieleted. The arab Union protests 
against what the Freneh authorities in Lebanon have 
done, relying in its protest on ths national rights 
of wen and on the deslaratieon of the independence 
of seen whieh the British Gevernuent guaranteed itn 
1941 amd whieh yeur Governamt welcomed and supperted 
beeempe it agreeé with your em principles and with the 
Atlantic Charter. The drab Unien begs you to tremamit 
thie protest to yeur Government and te selicit her inter- 
va@@Aon to restore things to the state in which they 
were before $his ast of ¥ielation took place, that the 
werldé may have confidence im your declarations and 
pledges. 


(Signed) 


Found Abasa 
President, arab Union in Caire. 


Enclosure no. 12 to despatch no. 1412 of November <O, 1943, 
fromthe American Legation at Cairo, Egypt. 


Telegram Addressed to Head of Royal Cabinet 
November 13, 1943 


Les Libanais et les Libanais naturalisés Egyptiens, 
réunis au Club du Liban au Caire, tant en leur nom qu'au 
nom de leurs fréres et compatriotes au Liban blessé, ont 
lthonneur de prier Votre Excellence de vouloir bien dé- 
poser aux pieds de Sa Majesté le Roi bien-aimé Parouk ler, 
l‘expression de leur solide loyalisme pour Son Tréne et 
de leurs remerciements pour la haute sympathie qu'I] a 
daigné manifester A leur premiére patrie qui lutte et a 
son président de la république martyr. Vive Farouk, petit- 
fils d'Ibrahim, allié et ami du Liban. Plaise a Dieu de 
conserver Ses préeieux jours pour l'Egypte et les pays 
arabes. 


Le Comité Libanais du Caire 


Telegram Addressed to Nahas Pasha 


La noble attitude de Votre Excellence 4 1'égard du Liban 
dans son épreuve actuelle, a rempli notre coeur d’espoir 
quant @ la victoire de notre cause juste et de la déroute de 
l'impérieliame appuyé sur la force. 


Veuillez sgeégber, Excellence, les remerciements des 
Libanais au Liban, en Egypte et A l'étranger, ainsi que des 
Libanais naturelisés Egyptiens pour votre belle défense du 
Liben. Ils prient Dieu de conserver vos jours pour le bien 
des Arabes et de vous aider 4 réaliser les aspirations ne- 
tionales 4 l'indégendance des pays arabes, A leur unité, a 
l'assurence de leur souveraineté et a la destruction de la 
derniére chaine d'asservissement,. 


Vive l'Egypte, flambeau de l'Orient Arabe, refuge des 
hommes libres et exemple des pays arabes. 


Vive son Auguste Souverain Farouk ler et son fidéle 
leader Moustaphe Bl Nahas Pasha. 


Le Comit$ Libanais du Caire 


cro aR TER 


« 


* weshewers no. 1] te deepateh ne. YAIR af Bevyewber 20, 1945, 
from the Ameriean Legation at Gairc, Raypt. 


Translation of Telegram 
Cairo, Hovember 12, 1945. 


H.R. the American Minieter Pienipotentiary, 
Cairo. 


he resorting of the French Committes of Algiers 
to the wmpio &t of vrevel force and its return to 
the pelicy « terrerizatien end interment prove thet 
the Atientis Charter is be torm inte pleces. Leban- 
ene in + remind the gmeriean Gevernment timt it 
Wad Fecognixed and approved the indepeadence of Lebanon 
and hes gasrenteed the pledges of Fighting Franee. They 
beg President Roosevelt, Ghampion ef Liberty amd author 
ef. the Ablentic Charter, wader the banner of whose 
Government half a million Ledaness Live (in america) to 
interfere and save Lebanon frem the oppression of the 
Algiers Committee ehieb tries to emancipets France 
b ta melave other peoples. 


(Signed) 
Lebanese Committee in Egypt 


Enclosure no. 15 to despatch no. 1412 of November cO, 194d 
from the American Leyation ot Cairo, Egypt. 


Letter Addressed to Baron de Benoist, Delegate 
of French Committee of National 
Liberation, by Nahas Pasha, Egyptian Prime Minister. 


Monsieur le Baron Louis de Benoist, 
D6légué du Comité Frangais de la Libération Nationale, 
Le Caire. 


J'ai bien regu votre lettre de protestation du 12 novembre 
1943, relative A la publioation dans la presse du texte de la 
communication que je vous avais adressée le 10 novembre. 


Il semble que vous n'ayez pas réalisé exactement 1'importance 
a'événements qui dépassent votre personne, laquelle de par les 
circonstances, se trouve chargée de recevoir, pour transmission, 
les communications pour le Comité Frangais de la Libération 
Nationale. Je savaisg que vous ne pourriez, en aucun oas, me 
donner une réponse qui n'aurait pas été dictée par Alger. or, 
la réponse d'Alger est venue brutale et rapide: mais elle est 
tout entidre dans l'acte arbitraire qui divise désormais les 
amis de la liberté démocratique et les adversaires de cette 
méme liberté. Je ntawais donc plus 4 attendre. Conscient des 
responsabilités du Gouvernement Egyptien, interpréte fiddle du 
sentiment du peuple égyptien, je me dewais de publier la lettre 
au plus tot. 


Il est bien regrettable que la situation se soit aggravée 
au point qu'en pleine guerre, des Frangais répudiant toutes les 
legons de leur vieille et grande histoire, se soient laissés 
entrainer & une manifestation de violence facile contre un petit 
peuple désarmé, alors que les vrais efforts @ fournir pour la 
victoire ont une autre destination. 


Je ceca ogee g de la distinction que vous établissez 
entre les vrais 5s du Liban et les autres. L'Egypte et les 
peuples arabes sont fiers d'avoir exprimé leur indignation 4 

une heure significative dans l'histoire du Liban et de tout 
l'Orient arabe. Il suffit que le monde entier ait condamné 
ltaction de vos représentants pour savoir quels sont les sincéres 
amis du Liban et méme de la vraie France, et quels sont ceux qui, 
niayant d'autre souci en ces cireonstances graves qu'un faux 
amour-propre, sacrifient délibérémentla vérité et la justice. 


Veuillez croire A l'assurance de ma meilleure considération. 


Signé: M. EL NAHAS 


oe Enclosure no. 14 to despatch no. 1412 of November 20, 1943, 
from the American Leyation at Cairo, Egyot. 
JOURNAL D'EGYPTE 
November 12, 1943. 

Editorial 


La Vraie France Demandera Demain des Comptes 
urer au Liban: 





aHi tier sar la France 


Un Complot de Frangais Contre la Frances 


Pour justifier l'instauration & Beyrouth d'une dictature 
semblable celle d'Hitler sur la Frence, 1'Ambassadeur Helleu 
e dit qu'un complot contre la France avait été ourdi et qu'il 
avait dQ prendre des mesures nazies pour faire échouer le complot. 


M. Helleu a raison; un complot a été ourdi contre la France 
effectivement, contre son prestige, son influence morale, son 
rayonnement spirituel... mais par s fonotionnaires franqais, 
impérialistes, viekystes et bornés... non par des Libanais, qui 
ont toujours secrifié leurs vies et leurs biens pour la France 
depuis plus d'un sidcle et qui ont eux-mémes demandé la présence 
d'une France amie et libérale. 








De cette France amie, ils ont attendu ces jours—ci la 
reconnaissance ef ive de leur indépendance, égale @ celle 
des autres peuples d'Orient. Seulement, des fonctionnaires 
habitués A exploiter a fond les recettes financiéres du Liban, 
& se prélasser en des sinécures grassement rétribuées, a jouer 
aux petits dietateurs n'ont pas voulu que la France tianne parole 
et ils ont ourdi leur complot contre la France. Ils ont refusé 
d'appliquer la déelaration solennelle d'indépendance, faite par 
le éral Catrowx, au nom du M@énérel de Gaulle; ils ont commis 
une faute grave; ils ont volonteirement oréé une impas pour 
priver le Liban de sa liberté, le maintenir sous la tutelle qui 
leur permette de faire leurs affaires! 









La Vraie France leur demandera des comptes; oette France 
qui, aujourd'hui, est brisée de souffrance sous l'oppressien 
hitlérieane, qui lutte héroiquement pour sa liberté, demandera 
aux mauvais serviteurs de l'extérieur: “Pourquoi avez-vous 
gaspilié les balles des soldats frangeis contre un peuple qui 
demande sa liberté o @ nous, au lieu de garder vos balles pour 
mes bourreaux allemands 7" 





Ainsi, l'émbassadeur Helleu et ses conseillers ont fait 
arréter le patriote éminent qu'est Bichara El Khoury, per les 
tirailleurs séoécaleis, qui l'ont brutalisé, ont fait arréter 
tous les députés et bien plus, ont fait couler le sang libanais 
sous les balles frangaises, ce sang qui a tant de fois coulé 
pour la France! 


Quelle pitié, quelle tristesse! 


Tout l'Orient en frémi d'indignation et de colére; les 
$chos en sont certainement arrivés A Alger; que le Général de 
Gaulle prenne sa téte entre ses mains, se recueille, songe qu'il 
est dépositaire d'un dépot sacré "le Grandeur de le France en 
Orient", qu'il songe 4 ceux qui, en France, meurent pour cette 
grandeur et qui ont droit que ceux qui sont libres, la ééfendent... 
et qu'il ait le courage moral de rapporter les ordres donnés, 
Cette heure est pour le Général de Gaulle aussi critique que 
l'heure du 18 juin 1940, quand il parla 4 la radio de Londres, 


pour 


tee. oa 2 


pour seuver la France, pour demander de croire en elle... oar 
en cette minute, i] s*agtt eneore de sauver la foi dans le 
France. 


Il serait commode pe / de nous taire, d'essemoter 








les faite tH - de ufler la vérité sous des arge- 
mentations spedions ate: le Prance,. salle que nous einen: 
Wale: 3 vous wes tmis, que je ereyel: 


ia . 
sinebres, per are silense, Vous Stes devenus les lfehew ° 
cempiices dee mauvais serviteure qui me trahissent." 


‘@test peurquei, nous refusens de neous taire! 
B. Gelled. 


Enclosure no. 15 to despatch no. 1412 of November 20, 1943, 
: from the aA PR binF eit?» Egypt. 


November 12, 1943 


La Crise Franoo-Libanaise 
Pour Une Médiation. 


La tournure violente prise per le aifférend constitutionnel 
franco-libenais, a seulevé dans t% 1'Orient arabe ume profonde 
@motion. Il n'est personne ici ne regrette les Jnefgents de 

et ne soubeite un régléjent prompt et aniadle d'une que- 

qai nfout jamais 40 se produire. Les relations étroites 
qai lient ies habitants de la Montagne A 1s France sont aussi 
eneienne® que celles qui unissent le Grande-Bretagne au Portugal. 
Franeais et Libanais n'eurent jemeis qu'd se louver de leur col- 
laboration five. Qn se souvient, per exemple, de la constance 
tenace du érable patriarche maronite Arida qui demeura fidéle 
& le démocratie frangaise aux pires heures de ]'administretion de 
Viehy, et de la joie sinetre avec laquelle le Général Catroux fut 
rege lavas aprés la Libération du territoire national par les 

tes armées du général Wilson, qui versérent un seng précieux 
anglais, austrelien, frenqais et indien pour chasser l'"are® d'Orie nt 
et y étenfre les bienfaits de l'ordre démeeratique. Tout cela ne 
saurait @tre d'un coup owblié 4 le suite d'une crise serte pénivle, 
mais plus ou moins dans l'ordre naturel des faits entre Etats jeunes, 
qui omt la légitime ambition de rompre aéfinivévement avec ie passé, 
et Bn hae anciennement protecteurs qui restent trop attachés 4 ce 
paseé. 


Le bon sens et l'intérét bien compris de toutes les hautes 
parties intéressées au maintien de la concorde en Orient exigent 
qu'un réglement intervienne au plus tot. Pourquoi ne pas le 
chereher dans une médiation de tiers amis? L'Orient arabe, la 
Qrante-tre teens, % le France Combattante ont un commun eventage 
a eco . oA if: 





e 
férend ne s'aggrave pas. Et pour cela il faut 
agis bien, au cas of le Général Catroux dont Nahas Pasha 
a lows l*intelligence compréhensive, ne parviendrait pas & réte- 
blir la paix. 


Une méAiation emicale et constructive peut venir d'Orient 
om d'Qeeident, elle % etre aise ou ine. M. Ohurehill, 
ent Roosev. & 


oa 

le ou telle haute personalité alliée dont on 
conmait le lidéraliome, 1'équité et l'esprit de conciliation se- 
reit gaisi de le on ot dirait le droit en toute indépendance. 
Bt si cos pomme volonté venaient A se récuser, wne com- 
mission exemple par la Comission européenne oréée a 


yer 
Moseou, pourreit évudier toute ltaffaire. 
toute fa imperte que cette grise grave Le soit ms 
Oy Bet 


lai eu ha: ute. Comme le dit for bien le "Times" 
le gouvernement libdanaiy a été trop prompt 4 voter des ohangement 8 
constitutionnels équi & une Aénoneiation unilatérale des 


obligntiqns é@u Liban, s d*autre part les autorités franqaises 
eussent ehereher un compromis pacifique dans la vole des négo- 
eiations que “La Bourse Rayptienne” préceniseit dds le début du 

eonflit et non pas avoi® reoours 4 le violence. 


arrivés of nous en sommes, ne serait-il pas inéiqué des 
arbitres ent ou arg@tent une solution? Wi le 
oonseil ae G.D.N. ni le Cour internationale de la Haye ne 
fonetionnent aebealiement. 11 faut donc qu'une juridiction "ed 
hoe” soit immédiatenent oréée pour trancher des litiges comme 
eslui qui vient de surgir A Beyrouth. Au moment ot ume guerre 
terrible se gry war le continent, 11 est ssible de laisser 
se —* eo tels malentendus sens procédure r iare de con- 
eiliation. 


En 





Enclosure no. 16 to despstch no. 1412 of November 20, 1945, 
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Translation from the arabic 


Al-Misri, November 12, 1943 


o “Free” French Imitate the Germans; 






On another page we have published details of the 
grave events which have taken place in the Lebanon and 
the vehement protests which H.«. El-Nahas Pasha has sent, 
on behalf of Egypt and the Egyptian Government, to General 
de Gaulle, Chief of the F.C.N.L., and the representatives 
of the Britisn and American Governments. 


News of these happenings spread in the morning and 
eclipsed the people's interest in all other news. The 
word "interest" does not, perhaps, interpret the real 
public feeling which has been a mixture of consternation 
and amazement, combined with abhorence and refusal to 
belleve (what had happened). Indeed, it was believed 
that Germans slone had been nom in this war for oppres- 
sing the weak and tyrannizing the innocent. But we now 
see others, who telong to the Allies, to the Democracies, 
to the powers which have entered the war to safeguard 
every nation's right to lead a free and independent life, 
we see them rival the Germans in tyranny and oppression, 
nay, we see them excel the Germans in savagery and cruel- 
ty. For they have unleashed the Senegalese, known for 
their savagery, on a peaceful people. Yes, "Marshal" 
Helleu has unleashed his Senegalese on the Lebanese, on 
their ministers, on their deputies, and on the President 
of the Republic himself, so that those soldiers may win 
for him the victory which he had failed to win against 
the Germans, and that they may kill and slaughter the 
dnnocent. Yes, the innocent. And the innocent have 
committed no other crime but to believe the "Pree" French 
when, through their spokesmen Generals de Gaulle and 
Catroux, they told the Lebanese that they had become 
independent and could choose their own deputies and 
ministers. 


Yes, the innocent had no other crime but to express 
faith in the pledge given by the British Government who 
declared through its representatives that it guaranteed 
the independence of S;ria and the Lebanon. 


They had no other crime but that the; confided in 
the declarations of President Roosevelt and of the Amor- 
4cean democracy when the President announced that the 
policy of the Allies was based on the Atlantic Chartor 
and on the Four Freedoms of the world. 


We do not believe that a worse service could have 
been rendered to the cause of the Allies and the democracies 
than the service now rendered by the "Pree" French. If 
the Germans themselves had tried to injure the Allied 
cause they would not hsve done worse than the French 
and would not have injured the reputation of the Allies 
in @ worse manner. The least that cen be said of what 
the Free French have done is that they have betrayed 


the 


sl 


the cause of the Allies and have been treacherous to 
France herself. 


These "Free" French who beseech the world's sym- 
pathy for their cause, for the cause of their enslaved 
ang humiliated country, the cause of their lost free- 
dom and independence, and of their trodden constitution-- 
those same men have unleashed the Senegalese against a 
small end peaceful nation, terrorizing and robbing it 
of its freedom and liberty, proroguing its constitution, 
imprisoning its rulers and leaders, and setting up one 
of their "slaves" as Chief of State--a slave who failed 
to sueceed in the elections because the Lebanese had 
discarded him and had placed their confidence in their 
people. 


So the French in the Lebanon have founded their 
authority on the bayonets of the Senegalese and have 
resorted to the man who in all his life has been a 
slave to them and to their interests, to the detriment 
ef his country's interests; and through him they have 
imposed their detestable rule over the Lebanon. But 
they have miscalculated the consequences, for their 
savage work will bring their end in Lebanon and elsewhere 
nearer, for we do not believe that any democratic govern- 
ment ean approve the flagrant crime which they have 
committed in Lebanon. 


We sincerely hope that the local French authorities, 
and net the *.C.M.L., are responsitle for what has been 
dene im Lebanon. If not, Democracy's calamity is truly 
great. 


fhe protest which Nahas Pasha has sent to General 
do Gaulle echoes the feelings of every Egyptian amd of 
every foreigner in Egypt. We all find consolation in 
the olesing sentence of thet protest, for Nahas Pasha 
has wasned the French that he would reconsider Egypt's 
attitude towards them. The French should realize that 
behind that warning there are grave things. 


fhe French should also realize that every Eastern 
and arab state feels as Egypt feels and will follow her 
example. The Arabs from Morceco to Aden and the Persien 
@alf leck up to the two great democracies--Britain and 
paerica--and expect them to defend brave Lebanon against 
the hostile acts of their ally. The protest of General 
Spears, British Minister in Syria and Lebanon, again st 
the French autherities, inspires us with the hope that 
the Allied nations will remain true to the noble 5rin- 
pi, be for which they have entered the war and have 
suffered sacrifice. 


(Signed) 
M. Abul Fath. 


Enclosure no. 17 to despatch no, 1412 of November 20, 19435 
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From the Egyptian Mail, November 13, 1943. 





Appeal to de Gaulle 


General de Gaulle showed himself to be a man of 
supreme courage when Prance fell before the German 
onslaught, and, refusing to admit defeat, he rellied 
round him all the Frenchmen he could to begin to fight 
back against the Nazis. 


At this moment, as heed of the French National 
Committee, he has the opportunity of again demonstrating 
his great qualities in the unfortunate dispute which 
has arisen in Lebanon, vecause, whatever may be the 
merits or demerits of the problem, it is vitel for tne 
unity of the United Nations at the crucial stage in the 
war that the matter sho.ld be handled in a big-minded 
way. 


General de Gaulle and the representatives of France 
--birtnplace of liberty--must realize that the sction 
taken by the Free French authorities in Lebanon is harshly 
in discord with the whole spirit of the atlantic Charter 
under which we are fighting. That is the canker which 
should be cut out of the situation as speedily as possible, 


Spontaneous reaction throughout the other United 
Nations must surely convince the French authorities that 
in sending Sengalese troops to raid the home of the Leban- 
ese President in the early hours of the morning and 
arresting all but one of the Ministers of the Cabinet 
and 48 deputies who supported the decision to amend the 
constitution, was the wrong way to deal with the situation. 


It is all too unpleasantly reminiscent of the con- 
duct of our main enemy which we hsve so justly and ve- 
hemently condemned. That it was done without any con- 
sultation with the British representative in Beirut 
makes the position even worse, because, as the british 
Government has pointed out, it should be borne in mind 
that the Lebanon is situated in an area of vital stra- 
tegic importance in regard to which British forces have 
responsibility. 


On the position of the Lebanese Government itself 
it needs to be stressed quite clearly that it was given 
a promise of independence when the Allies entered Syria. 
There may \e varying views as to whether the Lebanese 
Government was entitled to amend the constitution while 
the war is still in progress, but, clearly, overwheln- 
ing opinion is that nothing in the situation could have 
justified the drastic action taken by the Free French 
authorities on the spot. 


Theat is why we feel that General de Gaulle and 
his colleagues must on reflection realize that a great 
blunder has been made end it is a great nation, just 
as it is a great man, who has the courage to admit a 
misteke and to take prompt action to remedy it. 


Hmolosure ma. 18 to despateh no. 1412 of November 20, 1943, 
frem the American Legationat cairo, Egypt. 


Al-Mokattam, November 15, 1945 
Lebanon Catastrophe and the atlantic Charter 


The Atlentic Charter has received its first blow 
and has been stabbed ty the French. Such is the verdict 
which ti will put on record when the history of the 
Charter is written--that document which was hailed by 
humanity and to which twenty six powers sd.ered on Jan- 
uary 1, 1942. 





Hardly have two years elapsed since tlxt document 
was written when one of the powers has attempted to tear 
it up in front of the whole world. and, curiously enough, 
this same power has on many occasions appealed to the 
Great Powers in the name of thet very @harter, to helo 
to regain her independence! 


What have Roosevelt and Churchill to cay to this 
and what will the twenty six powers who have adiered 
to the Charter say? 


Poor League of Nations! But experience has taught 
Bastern mations not to rely but on themselves--on their 
own cooperation and collaboration. and this is why they 
hive lately manifested so much interest in Pan areb dis- 
cussions and this 1s how the noble Royal Message to the 
President of the Lebanese Republic and the historial 
protests of the Egyptian Prime Minister should be inter- 
preted. 


feanese notables and spokesmen have already 
explained their attitude to General Spears. Christians 
and Megiems in the Lebanon have declared their solidarity 
and detérmination to defend their dignity and to fight 
for the todepsndene® of their country. They cast the 
responsibility on those who should bear the responsibility. 
The time wi small nations could be enslaved by the force 
of arms haé gone. If such is not the case then tear the 
Atlantic Charter and erase from record those grandiloquent 
speeches and Ppléiges of democracy and proclaim the reign 
of the sword! 





Can Roosevelt and Churchill or Stalin approve of 
this? The cup is overflowing. 


But the Lebanese who are dispersed in the four 
corners of the world have friends and have sympathizers 
and have influence. Their voice is beginning to rise 
from every part of the werld requesting lovers of justice 
in England, America, Russia, Egypt, Iraq and Saudi Arabia 
to protect humanity and shield it against that 19th 
century disease which has been the cause of all wars 
and feuds. This is what the Lebanese request of those 
lovers of justice, snd it 1s Lebanese who shed their 
pee and sacrificed their lives at Bir-Hakim and else- 

ore. 


(N.B. Here pi-koke ster quotes articles II and III 
of the atlantic or wed by the text of Lord 
Killearn's declaration of June 8, 1941, on behalf of the 


British Government when it guaranteed the independence 
of Syria and Lebanon). 


Al-Mokattam 


Al-Mokattam, November 15, 19435 





Lebanon, the Martyr 


We now hear again the story of the Mandate and 
the assumption that it still exists technically and 
that since it was the League of Nations that imposed it 
it is only the League that can exempt France from the 
responsibilities which arise from it. But the mandate 
which was born in 1919 died in 1943. Originally, es it 
was conceived by President Roosevelt (Wilson?) it was 
mean@é to be a system by means of woich a weak and small 
nation could be confided to a highly advanced and power- 
ful state to look after it until that small nation could 
stand on its feet and enjoy the rights and privileges 
of all free nations. We do not intend to put on record 
how the French mandate in Syria wes carried out. That 
story belongs now to ancient history. But if Syria and 
Lebanen accepted the French mandate, it wes at e time 
when France was a strong power possessing all the con- 
ditions required from a mandatory power. Put rence has 
fallen and is now under the German heel. She is struggling 
to extricate herself from the grasp of the enemy. In 
other words France no more possesses the conditions 
required of a mandatory power. 


The story of the mandate over Palestine is different. 
The mandatory power there is still strong and fulfills 
all the required conditions. To say that the F.C.N.L. 
hes replaced the French Government and has inherited all 
ites rights and obligations 4s not true. The proof is 
that even Great Britain and America have refused to 
reoognize that Committee as such and have refused to 
allow a representative of it to attend the recent Moscow 
Cenference in spite of the Committee's efforts to obtain 
eccesa to that Conference. The mandate and the League of 
Nations which imposed the mandate are now dead and puried 
ard ne one is grieved over their death, The Atlantic 
Charter has replaced that regime and it affirms the right 
of every nation--small or great--to independence. More- 
over on June 8, 1941, General Catroux officially proclaimed 
the following: "I have come," he said, "Go put an end to 
the mandate and to proclaim your freedom and independence." 





Lastly, the mandate over Syria and the Lebanon was 
meant to promote and help those countries to advance. 
Was this mission ever accomplished? Ask Damgscus, Beirut 
and the towns of Hauran. They will give you the answer. 


Al-Mokattam, November 18, 1943 


General de Gaulle Speaks 


In his recent speech about Syria and Lebanon, General 
Ge Gaulle referred to French rights in those two countries 
woich France could not renounce. It is now hi time to 
ask what those rights are. and where they came from. As 
to the mandate it died long ago and we mow of no official 
bedy or government that can pretend that France has an heir 
who has inherited her rights and obligetions. Vichy is 


not 


not recognized by the United Nations and these same 
nations refuse to recognize the Algiers Committee as 
representing the Government of Frence. 


It is argued that France has cultural interests in 
Syria and Lebanon (such as schools, institutes, hospitals,. 
convents, etc.) and that she also has financial interests 
in the railways and port of Beirut but it does not follow 
that France has a legal authority over Syria and the 
Lebanon. In fact, the interests that she has in Egyot 
are far greater than those she claims in Syria and the 
i ta and yet she does not dare claim any rights over 
Egypt. 


The only right therefore that she can claim is that 
of conquest and with Prance under the German heel, we do 
not believe that she can boast of any right of conquest. 
If there is any real right in the matter it is the natural 
one endorsed by the Atlantic Charter. It is the right 
of every nation to choose the regime and government in 
which it has confidence, 


There is another fact which General de Gaulle and 
his followers should take into consideration and which 
is kmown in every country to which the Lebanese have 
emigrated. It is that the social and cultural standards 
of the Lebanese are not inferior to those of France and 
the Lebanon is therefore in no need of anybody to direct 
and instruct her, 


Al-Mokattam, Nevyomber 19, 1945 


{ ttee 8 crac 


The Algiers Committee has given, democracy a slap 
on the face. France's motte, Liberty, Equality and 
Praternity, which was the product of the French Revelution 
after the fall ef the Bastille, has been torn to pieces 
and replaced by-the motto: “Erase the word ‘Justice’ 
from the dictionary"! 





Feld up the banner of justice and set up the idol 
of the Ged of Foree! It is the idol of the god who will 
reign supreme after the warl 


Nay, Ged forbid! Ged ferbid that it should reign 
supreme so long as there is a thing called the Atlantic 
Charter; so long as there are men called Roesevelt, 
Churchill snd Stalin; and @ep—gng as there are men whe 
insist that liberty and justice should prevail in this 
world. Inseribe the word "wight" in letters of gold! 
Heise the banners of justioel Raise the stendard of 
humanityi and let the present and future generations 
condemn these who attempt te push humanity backward 
to the Dark Ages. 


Aad you, Roosevelt, you, Churchill, you, Stalin! 
You Demoeracies of the world{ Listen and open your 
ears In the country of the cedars and on the moyri- 
tains shadowed by the wings of the angels, somet & 
for which humanity blushes has taken place. 


Enclosure no. 19 to despztch no. 1412 of November 20, 1943, 
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PROCLAMATION DE i, JEAN HELLEU 


ambassadeur de France, délégué-géné- 
ral et vlénivotentiaire du Comité 
Frangais de la Libération Nationale 
eu Levant 


AJA POPULATION LIBANAISE 


"LYBANAIS! 1’heure a sonné de mettre fin @ des manoouvros 
insensées qui n’ont d’autre but que de oriver le Liban du soutien séculaire xe 
de la France vour le soumettre & une vérita le dictature aux mains de la- > 
quelle 11 eut sombré, Ce n’est pas sans un serrement de coeur que j'ai Py 
dQ prendre cette grave décision en raison de la tourrure orise var las - 
événements. Vous n’attendiez vas de la France, je le sais, des atermole- board 
ments ot des demi=mesures; vous attendiez d’elle une résolution ferme s 
et virile, Vous l’oeussiez mévrisée d’avoir laissé faire. Veus l’anprou- . 
verez, jen suis stir, de s’étre internosée entre vous et le danger qui 
vous menagait. Vous connaissez, »ar mon arrété, les raisons de droit qui 
me faisaient un devoir d’user de mes orérogatives; je n’y reviendrai donc 
vas, mais vous avez droit & d’autres exnlications aue je vais vous donner 
en toute franchise et sans crainte d’apveler les choses var leur nom. 


Dae la Constitution du Cabinet Riad Solh, j’avais infor- 
mé vos dirigeants de mon intention d’émtamer avec eux, au nom du Comité 
Frangais de la Libération Nationale, dee conversa!'ons destinées 2 mettre 
ero pe l’indénendance promise. lew avais assurés yg  7es convolran 
tions seraient conduites de notre cO}é-cans l’esnrit le vlus 1°" ‘ral 
avec la vlus grande comp#éhension de@tjustos asnirations du veunle 1. - 
nais & 1l’indénendance. Avisé que la poistation ministérielle devait 
faire état de revendications .yrécises#et en cutre, annoncer une révision 
constitationnelle contraire au droit aux obligations internationales 
de la France, j’ai, lorsqu’il en étaif encore temps, adjuré le Président 
de la République et le Président du Cgnseil de ne noint brendre vubli- 
quement position * ce sujet, leur faifant ressortir l’intérét qu’il y 
aurait A faire vreuve de discrétion ef de modération, Le 22 octobre 
dernier, dans une lettre que j’adressgis au Président de la Rénublique, 
je vrécisais le point de vue du Comi Frangais de la Libération “‘atio- 
nale sur le projet de réviston constifutionnelle et j’appelais l’atten- 
tion du Chef de 1’Etat sur les graves;conséquences que ne manquerait 
point dfentrafner la révision envisagfe, J’ajoutais que, vour ma vart, 
11 mfapparaissait inutile et inooportbn d’ouvrir 4 ce propos un débat 
qui ne saurait en rien hater dans la pratique 1’accession du Liban a 
l?indévendance. Vendredi dernier 5 noyembre le C.F.L.N. définissait 
dans un communiqué dont vous vous ranpelez les termes la »xosition qu’il 
avait adoptée. Quelques heures enfin Pvant la séance de la Chambre con- 
sacrée A l’examen du projet de ré n constitutionnelle, je faisais 
du Caire ot fe me trouvais encore, suggérer au gouvernement d’ajourner 
le débat orécisant que je rapvortais f’Alger des directives libérales 
en wue des nSgociations qui devaient ,s’ouvrir. A tous ces avertisse-~ 
ments, 11 a é6té répendu par des fins fle non recevoir ct var une action 
oréeivitée. Pour mieux réussir, on a pmployé la menace et 1’intimidation 
de la rue envers les dénutés qui aurafient ou se montrer oonosés au Drom 
gramme gcuvernemental. Bat-¢ee vour le! livrer & la -tyrannie de la rue 













o/ove 


.- II - 


que les Frangais ont rendu au Liban l’exercice du régime eonstitutionnel? 
84 vos diriggants du moment ignoraient tout var eux-mémes des méthodes 

et usages de la diplomatic, du moins auraient=11s ou, pour sunnléer & 
leur ineapacité, orendre exemple’ sur la correction et la courtoisie mani= 
festées var d’autres. Mais rien n’aurait nu arreter dans leur chemin ces 
hommes voués A une oeuvre de haine et de destruction. 


Le complot contre la France était monté. Il fallait 
Vexécuter jusqu’au bout. Youvaiteon d’ailleurs congerver cuelques illu- 
sions avrés avoir entendu les éloges décernés & monsieur Riad Solh var 
la radio allemande? Dans son émission d’avant-hier matin le voste de ra~ 
dio dit des "Arabes Libres" déclarait encore en vropres termes: "Répon= 
dant au communiqué d’Alger, le grand chef Riad bey Solh a vublié un com- 
muniqué dnnongant que la constitution serait modifiée. A orésent, le 
gouvernement libanais est en train de modifier la constitution libanaise, 
sans prendre méme l’avis des Francais. Les Arabes Libres ont pleine con= 
fiance dans le grand chef Riad bey Solh." 


Voici donc l’opinion de 1’Allemagne. On vermettra a la 

France de donner la sienne. La France n’était vas seule & étre visée. 

Le Idban ne 1’était pas moins. Qui out ou vrendre au sérieux les »ro~ 
fessions de foi d’un homme dont le vatriotisme libanais est vieux de six 
semaines et qui vendant vingt ans a sans eesse conspiré contre 1’irdé .en~ 
dance de son pays? Et quelle Strange preuve de vatriotisme et d’amour 

de l’indénendance que de scustraire son nays & la garantie internationa= 
le de ses frontiérest 


Les vrais vatriotes libanais savent bien, eux, que le 
resvect du Droit of de la Justice est la sauvegarde essentielle de 1’in~ 
dénendance dq leur vays qui ne neut que souffrir de L’arbitraire et du 
Aésordre, Conscients de sea lourdes responsabilités, la France stast 
done dressée sur la voie de ceux qui avaient résolu de mener le Liban 
au désastre, Co faigant, elle a mis fin d un état de choses qui eft & 
jamais compromis 1?indépendance de ce Days. Bien av contraire, par lace 
te d’autorité que j’ai accompli en son nom, j’ai entendu oréserver les 
conditions véritables de 1action du Liban & 8a cofplate indénendance, 
dans lo respect des traditions propres & garantir efficacement eette in- 
dépendance. Et A ceux qui orétendraient que mm décision va & 1’encontre 
des promesses de la France, je rénondrais que la France est la soule 
puissance qui, au sours de cette guerre, ait accordé » des nays vlacés 

us son autorité leur indépendance. Je révondrais auss! que malgré 1a 

tuation dans lgquelle elle s’est trouvée vlacée, la France = ontrevris 
3 fortifier cette indéomdance, var elle vromise . Je révondrais enfin 
jue la France fait la guerre comme ses alliés au pwomier rang desquels 
elle s’est sacrifiée pour le triomphe de la liberté et du droit et que, 
A ce titre, elle est fondée & ne voint admettre des menées contre la 
sécurité générale dont elle est resnonsablo. 


Libanais’ en cette heure grave de votre histoire, je 
yous renouvelle 1’assurance solennelle que la France reste résolue & vous 
aceorder la complate indévendance qu’elle vous a promise au moyen d?une 
enversation amicale et confiante voursuivie de vart dt d’autre en vleine 
Liberté d’esprit et a’action. Vos asvirations nous les comprenons mieux 
que versonne, Nous ne vous demandens que la sagesse et la raison, @ans 
lesquelles toute oeuvre politique est vovée ®% 1’4échee dans 1? {mmadiate 


a/eeee 


‘ « FTI « 


Je compte que vous saursa faire vrewve de calise at de sang froid et que 
gous Festeres sourds aux exoitations qui ne yous ont 6té jusqu’s maintenant 
que trop prodiguées. Jtai confiance que vous saares vous montrer & is hau- 
teur des circonstances et donner ainsi av monde le témoignage de votre 
aptitude & devenir demain les souls maftres de vos destinées. 


COMMUNIQUE _ 


En face des campagnes de presse dirigéescontre la politique 
frangaise A Beyrouth et qui risquent de donner une idée inexacte des évé- 
nements qui se passent actuellement au Liban, La Délégation du CeF.LN. 
en Egynte tient & oréciser la vosition de la France. " 


Le § juin I194I le Général Catroux, av nom du général de Gaulle 
adressait aux Syriens et aux Libanais une vroclamation disant notamment: 


",..e0. Je viens mettre fin au régime du mandat et vous orocla- 
mer libres et indénendants. Vous serez donc désormais des neuvles souve- 
rains et indépendants et vous vourrez,soit vous constituer en états 
distincts,sait vous rassembler en un seul état. 


"Dans les deux hyvoth’ses votre statut d’indénendance et _de 
sguveraineté sera era garanti var un traité dans lequel seratent en outre 
aéfinis nos ra>ports récivroques. Ce traité sera négocié dts que nossi- 
ble entre vos pevrésentants et moi, En attendant sa ccnclusion nctre si- 
tution mutuelie sera celle aalliés ety rcitement unis dans la noursuite 
d’un idéal et de buts communs." 


Le 26 Novembre 1941, le général Catroux proclamait 1? Indéven- 
dance de 1’Etat Libanais: 


"Ltbanais, i 
Une proclamation que je vous ai adressée le 8 juin dernier 
au nom du général de Gaulle, Chef do la France libre - et que le Grande- 
Bretagne, notre alliée, a anouyée par une déclaration varticuliére et 
gimultanée- a reconnu av Liban, sous te garantie d'un _traité A coneLuge 
“inir les rappor!: réciorogues franco--ibanais, la qualit 
a’Bkat souverain et indévendant." 


Le générai Catroux exposait ensuite les modalités d’ aménagement 
de cette indévendance et définissait "dans son esvrit et ses formes la 
collaborationainstituer entre le Idban et la France Libre en attendant 
la conelusion d’un traité d’alliance et d’amitié". Les stinvlations con- 
cernant cet aménagement de 1’indévendance libanaise,disait la vroclama- 
tion, sont dominées var la nensée de gacner la guerre et d’assurer par 
ce moyen av Liban un avenir de veunle libre. Elles anvorteront aux vro- 
blames franco-libanais une solution qui vrocéde de la volonté de la 
France de ne vas retarder malgré la guarre l’accomplissement des asvira- 
tions nationales du Liban et i’exécution de ses »rovres engagements. 

Mais i] est nécessaize qu'un régiements déPinitif y soit subs= 
titué au plus tét sous ia forme du Traité franco-libangis qui consacrera 
atinitivement li indévendance du nays. 





Hy 





Dans la révonse que fit le "résident Naccache au général Ca- 
troux, le premier vrésident de la République Libanaise reconnu dar cer~ 
taines ouissances alliées, varmi lesquelles ia Grande-Bretagne et les 
Etats-Unis, déclarait: 


"En attendant que les circonstances nerin ettent 1’ établissement 
d’une convention régiant détinitivement_les rapports franco~libanais 
at_le transfert au nouvel stat de i’ensemble des att-ibuts et des oré- 
rogatives de la Souveraineté, votre Exce-ience, as aujourd’hui, a tenu 


o/ees 


mE os 


& donner aux Libanais fes vremiers signes tangi 
@a revrésentation diviomatique et la constitus 
nationale. 






les de cette Souveraineté: 
ton d'une force miitaire 

* Par cet acte, que couronnera la convention & intervonir, et 
var tous les effets qui en découlent, se trouveront remplis les eng. .ge- 
ments contractés var la France, ainsi que sa mission au Levant. 

* Cest L’aboutissement d’une grande tradition qui n’a’ de 
limites ni dans l’esnace,ni dans la duréa, la consécration des liens 
noués entre nos deux pays au cours de vlusipus si@cles d’histoire. 

“Cette tradition, fondée sur l’estime et la confiance mutuel- 
les, qui se concilie parfaitement avec le resnect des droits du Liban et 
son indévendance, a été hautement vrcciamée ici méme nar le général de 
Gaulle A qui nous vous orions de transnettre 1’exoression de nctre amitié 
reconnaissante.“ 


Jugeant que le danger ce guerre <’était suffisamment éloi- 
gné vour vermettre le retour au jeu normal ces institutions démocrati- 
ques, dod sortirait un gouvernement constitutionnel capable d’acheminer 
le Liban vers son indévendance totale var ia ccnelusion du traité prévu 
avec la France, le général Catzroux, var arreté en dave du I8 mars 1943 
décidait de rétablir la Constitution, 


Le 29 aofit - 1943 le veunle libanais élisait librement 
ses revrésentants. Monsieur Bichara “.oury écait 61 orésident de la Ré- 
publique et choisissait M.Riad Scbfcomma premier Ministre. 


La France désireuse de régler définitivement ses rapvorts 
avec le Liban et en narticulier de mettre fin »ratiquement au régime 
toujours en vigueur du mandat (Voir Annexe N°I) était disposée & négocier 
avec le Gouvernement libapais la renonciation aux »ouvoirs qu’elle tenait 
du dit mandat par l’accord “ilebéra!. urévu oar les Proclamations des 8 
Juin et 26 novembre 1941, dont ia nécessité avait été rappeléedans le 
préambule de la proclamation du I8 mars 1943 et avait été reconnue, au 
nom du Liban »ar le résiden% Naccache dans sa lettre du 24 novembre 1941 
au général Catroux. 


Toutefois il n’aovartenait ni & la France ni av Liban de 
dégager la puissance mandataire des obligations qu’elle avait assumésvis 
& vis du Conseil de la S.D.N. et nar conséquent le modus vivenci & inter- 
venir d’un commun accord devait réserver au Conseil de la S.DeN. ou & 
tout organisme en vrenant la suite la possibilité d’une ratification, 
Encore moins le mandat vouvait-il étre dénoncé uni-latéralement var le 
Liban. 


S.E. Riad bey Sobkrefusa cevendant d’entrer dans la vole 
des négociations et décida de sunprimer unilatéraiement dans la Constitue 
tion tout ce qui garantissait la vpeiticn de ia Francs comme puissance 
manataire et les drcits des »ays tiers dont la France en vertu du man- 
dag, garde la responsabilité, le Délégué général fit savcir qu Gouverne~ 
ment Idbanais que, "considérant que des textes résultant d’obligations 
internationales souscrites var la France, et toujours en vigueur, ne 
peuvent etre modifiés qu’avec l’assentiment du reorésentant de la France, 
le C.FeL.N. ost arrivé & la conclusion que les autorités frangaises 
ne nourraient vas reconnaftve la validits d’une révision sans cet aagen~ 
timent." 
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Le Comité Francais de Litération National estimant que le 
pespect des conventions est & la base de L!Indévendance et de la Liberté, 
eanérait que le Govvernement libanais comprendrait que cette décision 
niétait ves en contradiction avec 1’intention de la France d’accorder au 
Liban une indévendance complate. ‘ 

Sous l’influence d’éléments moins sovcieux de 1’indépen~ 
dance libanaise que désireux d’écayter immédiatement la France de ces 
régions, le Gouvernement Idbanais vassa cutro A ses obligations interna- 
tionales et ohoisissant délibérément une solution de force mit devant le 
fait accompli le C.F.LeN. qui venait de sa propre volonté de rendre au 
Liban sa vie constitutionnelle. I1 orépara un vrojet de révision de la 
constitution et obtint le vote de la vart des dénutés qui ne pouvaient 
renousser le projet gouvernemental sans Stre accusés var une opinion ou- 
Dlique mel éclairée sur le fond du débat de vouloir entraver 1’ indévendance 
@u Libans 

La France ne pouvait accenter cet acte d’hostilité. 

La France, toutefois, entend le olus tét vossible moner 
& bien la mission qui lui fut cenfiée de conduire le Liban % LYindévendane 
os, cements dans le resvect des traités, seule garantie de l’ordre intere 
nationa 


Annexe? 25 Bass? 


Learticle 22 du pacte de la S-D.l. a organisé pour cere 
tains territcires et communautés dévendant notamment de l’Ancien Empire 
Ottoman et que l'on estimait encore incapables de "se diriger eux-mémes 
dans les conditions varticuliérement é@‘fficiles du mcnde moderne le sys- 
thme du Mandat"s Il consiste A confier a une vuissance membre de la S.D.N. 
la charge, quelle accente, " de conseiller, aider et guider les nooula~ 
tions dans leur administration". i 

. ; Lo maytat) vour la Syrie et le Liban a St4 
confié & le France var le Conseil de ia ®.D.N- le 24 juillet 1922. T1 
comportait notagment certaines goligations . Ja charge de la “uissance 
mandataire % l’égard des ressortivsants y compris les Sociétés et les As- 
sociations de tous les stats membres de la S.D.N. (art. 6 et IIT) Il com 
vortait en outre des obligations A l’égard de la S.D.N.: la puissance man@ 
dataire devait adhérer pour le compte de la “yrie et du Liban & un cer- 
tain nombre de ccnventions internationales. 





Comme le mandat n’étal\ vas institué dans 1’intérét de 
la puissance mandataire, mais & le fois dans l’intérét des vovulations 
indigénes ot étrangéres des territoires sous mandat et dans Lintéret 
de toutes les puissances membres de 1a S.D.N., la puissance mandataire 
devait rendre compte de son mandat R le S.D-N. (&rt.I7). En outre Lrart. 
I8 stipvlait: "Le cconseitement du Conseil de la S.D.N. sara nécessaire 
pour toute modification & apoorter aox sermes du orésent mandat". 


Des mandats analogues ont été confiés A la Grande-Brcta~ 
gne sur }!Irak la Transjcrdanie et 1a Palestine. Un traité invervint entre 
la Grandq-Brdtagne et 2? Irax \ la suite duavel 7a Grande~Bretagne fit 
raconnattre var la 5.D.N, Li Indénendance de 1’irak et la fin du mandat. 

En revanehe les mandats britanniques eontinuent @exister sur la Trans- 
gordanie ¢t la Palestine comme lg mandat Zrancais sur les Etats du Levant, 
et ces mandats dcivent convinuer jusqu’> co que ia S.DeN. ou tel organise 
me qui lui succédera y metts fin, 


Cette existence du mandat n’a vas cessé d’étre reconnue 
per la Grando-Bretagne, on partion: os on la déclaration de 1? Indé ,ene 
dance syrienne par ie Comité National Fra ‘s do Londres en sentembre 194I 
Crest ainsi que d’accord avec le gouverr pritannique le général de 
Gaulle en notifiant aux Days alliés L’indénendance syrlenne a marqvé que 











o)"Le général de Gaulic, Chef dos Frangais Libres, a assuq 
mé les pouvoirs et rosponsabilités io 1a France dans ies ‘ays du Levant 
sous mandat frangais, et i] a invest: ‘e général Catroux, Délégué géneral 
et "lénipotentiaire au Levant, des pouvoirs exercés nar le Haut-Ccmmissai- 
re francais dans les Etats du Levans." 





Ainsi les changements introduits en Syrie ou au Liban, au 
nom de la France var le C.N.F. de Londres ou le C.F.L.M. d’Alger n’affoc- 
tent pas la situation juridique, telle qu’e.ie résulte du mandat, cette 
situation ne vouvant évidemment étre modifiée qu’avec 1’assentiment du 
Conseil de la 8.D.N. et avec le consenteme + du Gouvernement des Btats- 


Unis, signataire de la Convention franco-américaine du 4 avril 1924. 
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. Enfin la déolaration faite aux Communes par M.Law, le 27 octo- 
bre 1943 ne peut leisser aveun deute sur la survivance en drcit et en fait 
du mandat frangais sur les “tats du Levant, répondant & une question deman- 
dant 81 les gcouwernements de la Syrie ot du Idban avaient pleirs pouvoirs 
pour signer des tFaités, Monsiesds Law répondit: "Il est teohniquement 
imposgible & préserit de mettre fin au Mandat, mais les autoritds frangai- 
ses sont en contact avec les autoritds syriennes ot libanaises en vue de 
tenir les engagements qui ont été oris®, 


Cnet dD 
Te) Dans 1'interview donnée, & la Presse par le général Chadebec de 
Lavalade 11 est dit qu¢il y a eu huit dévutés arrétés: le fait exact est 
quéil y a eu en tout huit arrestations, y compris le Président de la Rénue 
blique et le résident du Conseil. 


2°) Une nouvelle de l’Agence d’Information Arabe du [4 novembre de 
Jérusalem confirme que des couns de feu furent tirés nar un inconnu sur 
Mppmile E446, l’ancien Président du Liban, tandis qu’il quittait sa mai- 
son pour le Béraii. Il ne fut pas touché. 

La veille M.Eddé se rendit au séreil dans un tank. 


Ces deux nouvelles sont faussest aucun coun de feu n’a 6té tird 
sur le Président Bddé qui s’est rendu au sérail dans sa voiture accompa- 
gné de son sscorte habituelle. 


3°) Sxtrait d’un article du Reynold News du I4 novembre: 


“Le crise libanaise orésente certains asvects bizarres car 
elle s'est produite an moment of elle veut rarticuliérement atteindre 
le vrestige du Gomité qui vient d’étre réorganis6 faisant susvecter un 
complot contre le France. Ces craintes, estime le journal, veuvent étre 
justifiées mais 11 serait regrettable que le Comité Francais se trouve 
plecé dans une fausse vosition qui donnerait un avantage 4 1’ennemi sur 
le démocratie".. 


’ “Un facteur significatif est le vif intérét qu’on semble 
attacher au Caire aux événements du Libay. Inmédiatement aprés tovtes 
les stations de radio controlées var les-Allemands et radio-Vichy, c’est 
én Caize que sont carvenues la plucart des nouvelles sensationnelles de 
Ba révolte au Livan". i 


: \ 


Ce ee . 
. 


4 


Déclarations faites par le général Chadebec de Lavalad§ 
Commandant en Chef des Forces Frangaises du Moyen-Orient, au cours d‘une 
conférence de "resse tenue a ia Délégation du Comité Francais de Libéra- 
tion Nationale le I3 Novembre 1943 4 Vh, 45. 


Messieurs, 

Je suis pris un »eu au dévourvu car je ne m’attendais 
pas A avoir 1*honneur de varler devant vous ce soir. Je crois qu’il est 
bon que je vous dise avant tout vourquoi je suis venu ici aujourd’hui. 
Je suis venu surtout narce que nous avons été trés émus a Beyrouth des 
fausses nouvelles qui nous arrivaient nar la radio, Reuter en varticulier, 
Nous avons va avec étonnement annoncé que 48 dénutés avaient été empri-~ 
sonnés, 11 y an a 40 de tron car il'n’y a eu que 8 dévutés arrétés. 


Nous avons vu avec peine qu'il était dit que les arres- 
tations avaient été exécutées nar des trounes sénégalaises avec une bru- 
talité inoule. Par mon ordre les arrestations avaient été operées unique- 
ment par des soldats frangais et les officiers de volice qui les condui- 
saient avaient été choisis svécialement en ratson.de leur tact et de leur 
correction. 


Nous avons annozis avoc surorise que la loi martiale avait 
été proclamée. Il n’y a eu aucune loi martials proclamée. La seule mesure 
ul ait 6t6 prise c’est d’intardire la circulation le soir 4 vartir de 
heureg I/2, 


Interruption: Il y a done eu un cougvro~feu. 


Oui, un couvre-feu. 

Nou: avons vu également evec veine annoncéyqu’on faisait 
patrouiller les trouveg sénéyalaises dans la ville. 

Les trounes qui ont yatrouillé dans la ville pour réta- 
plir l’ordre et empéché3les attrouvements étaient les trouves ordinaires, 
c’est~-aedire des trouves frangaises, des trounes libanaises et des trou~ 
pes sénégalaises. 


Non, il y a des Sénégalais dans la garnison de Beyrouth 
comme il y a des Libanais comme 11 y a des Frangais. “ersonnellement la 
garde qui monte la garde & ma vorte est une section mixte de Libanais et 
de Sénégalais et quand je me déplace dans 1a ville je suis toujours accom 
pagné de motocyclistes livanais et mon chauffeur qu je n’ai »as ecru 
nécessaire de changer est un Libanais. Nous avons vu également avec 
étonnement qu’il y avait eu gréve générale & Beyrouth et que ce était 
M,Rgad Solh qui l’avait fait cesser, Cette eréve générale a du étre trés 
partielle car je n’en ai jamais eu connaissance, Il n’y a eu aucune gré= 
ve, Le vremier jour nous avons vu également qu’il y avait eu des émeutes 
graves & Beyrouth et dans les »yrincivales villes et également dans les 
villages de la montagne. Cr, ii n’y avait eu de léséres émeutes que dans 
la Wille de Beyrouth, Je ne veux pas vous dire exactement car on ne le 
saies jamais s’il y a eu des vic*imes dans la foule, & notre connaissance 
ce jour-1A il y avait du avoir trois ou quatre victimes dans la foule 
mais ce que nous savons-c’est que les victimes sont toujours en ravport 
des deux cétés et que du cd des Fr:-es Frangaises il y aveit eu en 
tout et pour tout un sous-c*ficter qui uvait cegu une dalle de revolver 
dans la cuisse. 











fous 
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Le lendemin,la seule victime a été la cuisiniére d’une infir- 
miére frangaise qui a regu également une balle de revolver mais elle,dans 
&e bras, 

Vous comprenez que ces fausses nouvelles rénandues 22r la ra- 
dio n’ont qu’un résultat,c’est d’émouvoir le peuple. Naturelle ment quand 
le peuple avvrend var ia voix de la radio que ses dénutés ont été arretés 
en totalité, 48 députés, arrétés var des Sénégalais avec une prutalité 
inoule, que la loi martie™e a été, proclamée, qu’il y a une gréve générale, 
vous comprenez que cela finit var émouvoir le veunle. 


ouseeces 


Vous savez que fans ces vays la question religieuse doins 
tout. Eh bien, comment a été accueilli le geste du Délégué Frangais. On 
peut Cire que toute la vcoulation chrétienne quelle soit maronite, catho~ 
Sique, grecque , arménienne, chaldéenne, a anvlaudi A la décision orise. 
Quant A l’opinion musuimane elle n’a vas été opvosée du tout aux »rincines 
de lamesure vriss. Naturellement je pesse sous silence les vartisans 
directs des princivaux »ersonnazes intéress4s. 


Interruntien: Est-ce que vous avez regu une protestation du 
*atriarche, comme cola a ésé6 amnoncé yar les journaux? 


Clest faux, la oiotestation du ~atriarche n’a pas eu liev. Je 
vais vous dire nettemont nourquoi. Si le Patriarche avait proteste il se- 
rait fini Cans l’csvrit de la vexulation maronite. Il a une trés grosse 
autorité sur les Jlaronites ..is cela aurait été fini. 


Quan@ A le ovulation musulmane , elle n’est vas oonosée aux 
principes de l'ovération, et- je vais vous er dcnner une »reuve. Jai regu 
hier matin dans mon bureau une délégation de deux dénutés bédovins musul- 
mans de Syrie, deux députés qui sont venus me denner l’assurance de leur 
narfait loyalisme e+ ils m’ont annoncé que tous les autres dénvtzs bé- 
douins, chefs Wédouins de ia Syrie, viendraient la semaine prochaine me 
faire la meme manifestation de loyalisme. 


Intermuntion: Est-ce qu’on veut savoir le nom de ces deux 


aéoutés? 

Vous les aures tovs, je vous les donnera*. tovs, je vous enver- 
rai la liste de tous les déousés bédouins, je veus L’enverrai ici. 

Je veux vous dire qwils étaient conduits var un ancien révol- 
té contre la France R:.madan Chaliach Pacha. 


Ce que je vuis vous dre c’est cecis que l’on laisse la 
France & le Liban en »résence sans se méler de leurs affaires, Pentente 
sera rétablie en 8 jours, Bien entendu s’i1 arrive de tous cotés des ox- 
citations, alors... 


eroee 


Interruption: Mon général en tant que représentant de 1’Agen= 
ce & qui vous attribuez ces fausses nouvelles, elles nous ont toutes été 
ranvortées par des témoins ~culaires. 


Je suis témoin sculaire. Quand vous me dites la loi martiale 
et qu’elle n’a vas été proe7amées que les arrestations ont 6té faites 


s/oes 
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par des Sénégalais. C’est moi qui les ai ordonnéMet par des soldats 
planes. Quand on vous dit qu’il y a ou des émeutes dans des tas de villes 
alors qu’au momegt oi la dépéthe a été envoyée 11 n’y en avait que dans 
la seule ville de Beyrouth, of 11 nfy avait qu’un seul blessé du cété 
frangaia, Les témoins oculaires, je les connais. On est venu me dire, qu’um 
enfant avait arraché une photographie de De Gaulle dans la rue, qu?un 
officier frangais l’avait abattu d*un soup de revolver, que la foule 
indignée s’étatt jetée sur lui et l’avait mis en places. L’enfant n’a 
jamais été retrouvé, quant A Lofficier je l’ai fait cherchét »dndant 
deux jours, 11 ne mee A avenh régiment, » aucun effectif, 11 n’a 

6t6 wu dans auoun hdpital et son cadavre a vrobablement du étre bralé 
car as jamais pu étre retrouvé, Voilh ce que o’est que les témoins 
oc. He 9 
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; Covet 1b) : 

: I) Une réunion a eu lieu ce matin, au Caire au Ministére 
a@’Etat entre Monsteur Casey et le général Catroux. Le général Catroux va 
d’Alger & Beyrouth envoyé en mission var le C.F.L.N. muni de pleins »ou- 
woirs pour régler la situation au Libon. 


Monsieur Casey et le général Catroux ont échangé leurs 
vues sur la situation au Liban. 


Monsieur Casey, avrés avoir exvosé de nouveau les vues du 
gouvernement Britannique aégh communiquées var ifonsieur Mac Millan au 
C.F.L.Ney a fait connaitre en détail au général les imoressions qu’il 
vient de rapporter de son voyage & Beyrouth nendant le week-end, 


2) Quelques dévutés du Liban se sont rendus 4 Damas our 
solliciter du gouvernement Syrien son intervention en faveur du gouver- 
nement Riad bey Solh. Cette démarcheri’?a eu aucun résultat. 


3) la journée du I4 a été entitrement calme dans tout le 
liban . On signale seulement un attrouvement & Deir-el-Kamar qui s’est 
de luieméme disversé. 


Le général Humblot et le général Monelar se sont promenés 
A pled dans le watinée dans les différentes rues de Beyreuth et en nartie 
eulier dans le querties muaplman. La yovulation leur a constamment mar qué 
ao sympathise ; 


2 EEL YA On SON EROE EO 


D ION DY. COMETE. FRANCAIS 


LIBERATION MATIONALE ‘ 
ee : Te Caire, 3e 16 novembre T943, 


Il n’y « eu aucun trouble au IAban dans la journée a*hiers 
Monsieur Helleu sfest rendu & Bkerké résidence du "atriarche Maronite 
eY {1a été goouellit drune manidre extrémement cordial, 


Le gériéral Catroux est arrivé dans la matinée a Beyrovth. Il 
avait quitté le Caire ce matin vers 8 heures. 





DELEGATION DU CONITE FRANCAIS 


DE LIBBRATION NATIONALE 1943 
BEGIeTE ee eee 


COMMUN EQUS 


Bn wrésence des informations tendancheuses que -resse et 
Radio ont vrodiguées sur la crise libenaise, la Délération du CoFr.LiNe 
juge utile de donner un pref historique des événements qui 1’ont amenée. 


A la fin d’oetobre, M.Selim Takla, ministre des Affaires 
Etrangeres informa M,Helleu du désir qu’avait le Gouvernement libanais de 
faire accéder le Liban & sa compléte indévendance. Dans ce but i1 deman- 
dait que la Délégation Générale remit & 1’Etat Libanais les services qu’- 
elle gérait et les nouvoirs qu’elle éxercait en vertu du mandat. En ovtre 
la Délégation Générale devrait dtre trangformés en mission divlomatique. 


M,Helleu vartit aussitét nour Alger ot iL rencit compote 
des demandes qui lui avaient été srésentées. 


Soucieux de mettre » exéeution les »romesse™ d?indénen- 
dance qui avaient été form:lées % olustevrs revrises var le rénéral 
Catroux, le C.F.L.". chargea M.Helleu de faire connaftre au Gouvernemant 
Libanais qu’?il était disnosé & acquiescer & ses demandes et qu’il lui 
remettrait toutes les attributions de la souveraineté d4s la c nelusion 
du traité qui avait été orévu var la oroclamation d’indénendance et le 
prégmbule de l’arnété rétabliasant le constitution. Le C.F.L.N. se décla- 
rait dés maintenant orét & retifier, av nom de la France, les termes du 
traité négocié en 1936. De vlus, il oonsentait var avance & diccuter avec 
1’Etat Libanais tcute modification qeabrait vu nécessiter 1’4vo lution 
duyvente Gaouts fors. 


Quoique averti que M.Helleu rentrait 2% Beyrouth »,orteur 
de vrovositions extrémement libérales, le Gouvernement Libanais décida 
de brusquer lee choses. Le 8 novembre, il »résentait & la Chambre des 
Dénutés un crojet de réforme de la constitution qui faisait disnaraitre 
tcute trace dv mandat de la Prance. Le Parlement, sous la oression dv 
Gouvernement aonuyée var des manifestations publiques suscitéas oar Had 
el-Solh, vota haétivement 1a réforme, mettant ainsi le c.F.L.. en 2résen- 
ce du fait accomoli. 


Le Gouvernement Libanais 2ar cet acte unilotéral qui vio- 
lait les accords internationaux, orenait ouvertement une attitude d’hos- 
tilité 4 1’égard de la France. Le aélégué général ne rouvant tolerer 
qu’il rest&t en rlaee, décida de suspendre le Ccnstitution, et sans pou 
voir, vu l’urgence, demande 1*avke du Comité National, ‘se vit contraint 
de mettre le -résident de la République et certains de ses ministres 
hors d’état de créer des trovbles dans le Daye 


La vovvlation a trés vite compris la nécessité de ces 
mesures. Contrairement aux nouvelles mensonedres répandiws var les Agen- 
ces Reuter ot 1’AgIas , Lordre public ne ‘fut dans Lrensofibls que tras 
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LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 







Baghdad, November 19, 1943. —t 
0 ZA | OMPANTMENT OF Stare] 
No. 525 
Subject: Baghdad Reception of News of, meds 
on Movember 10-11, 1943. NIVUSIOR 


f NEAR SESTEANE AEESIAG | 
The Honorable ; 


The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: FJde oof ge 


I have @ honor to refer to the Legation's 
telegram no/ 441 of November 13, noon, and subsequent 
telegrams regeardi Baghded's reception of the news of 

¢ the action of the French Committee of National Liber- 
¢ ation against the constitutional government of the Leb- 
Ah anon, and to add some details regarding the Iraqi re- 
¢g [? action. 


According to Nuri Pasha's statement in the Chamber 
of Deputies on November 13, 1943, he was first informed 
of the crisis im the Lebanon when on Thursday, November 
11, im the afternoon, former Prime Minister Jamil Madfai 
heard a news broadeast from Ankara in whieh it was 
mentioned. Immediately telephoning the Prime Minister, 
he urged that the Government take steps to obtain accurate 
information in the matter. Nuri Pasha at once telegraphed 
to Sayyid Tahsin Al-Qadri, the Iraqi Char, a'affair 
at Beirut, from whom he subsequently received one tele- 
erem, the French having suspended further transmission 
of telegrams to the Iraqi Government. Nuri Pasha then 
attempted to telephone to Tahsin, but could not make 
Contact with Beirut on the civil lines. When the Brit- 
ish military line was then placed at his disposal, he 
was able to get through to the Beirut central exchange, 
but the exchange would not connect him with the Iraqi 
Legation. 
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Thereupon, Nuri Pasha telephoned to the Iraqi Vice 
Consul at Damascus to drive té Beirut, get whatever in- 
formation was available, and telephone it to Baghdad 
after his return to Damascus. The Vice Consul 4id so, 
but being under the mistaken impression that Tahsin 
Bey's further telegrams from Beirut to his Gevernment 
were being tranmitted to Baghdad, he made only the 
hastiest sort of a report to the Prine sanister, Nuri 
Pasha then ordered the Iraqi Consul *émeral at Jerusalem 
to drive to Beirut, collect the texts of whatever tele- 
grams were there, ani trangmit them to Bagwad upon his 
return to Jerusalem. However, at the time of his appear- 
ance in Parliament om Saturday morning, November 13, 

Nuri Pasha was still without any officiel reports from : 
the Iraqi representative at Beirut except for the initial £ 
telegram of November 11. 


| sad psai 
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Nuri Pasha's ‘speech in the Chamber of Deputies was 
a moderate but firm statement of Iraq's amazement at the 
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French action and of her determination to stand by her 
Arab brothers im the Lebanon. Since Iraq had no offic- 
ial diplomatic relations with the French Committee, 

the Pr: Minister said, it had not yet been able to make 
a direct protest, but every effort was being made to ob- 
tain aceurate information in the matter and to obtain a 
settlement of the situation for the duration of the war. 
Nuri Pasha's speech as reported in the Baghdad Arabic- 
language newspaper =, on November 14, 1943, is 
forwarded herewith ransiation as enelosure no. 1. 


The meet. of Parliament in special session on 
Saturday, Novem 13, was the earliest on which any 
consideration of the matter was possible because the first 
news of the troubles in the Lebanon had arrived at 
Baghdad only at mid-day Thursday, November ll, a half- 
holiday, and the following dey, Friday, November 12, was 
else an Iraqi Moslem holiday. 


Waile the Parliament was helding its meeting, the 
Acting Regent, Emir Zeid, called me to the Palace te 
reeeive a verbal protest regarding the Freach action in 
the Lebemem, similar te one which he had just made to the 
British Ambassador. At my suggestion he subsequently 
sent me a written statement of the protest whieh was 
tranmitted to the Department (Legation's telegram no. 


u42/of Novem = Ae 6 p.m). y¥6 4004 1% 


846.2 ,b0 
je texts of the separaté protests made by resc- 
lution of the Iraqi Senate Chamber of Deputies were 
the Ministry for Foreign 






ferwardea to the tion 
affeirs en November 14, anf the follewing day, (as re- 
ported in my telegram no. /4hh of November 15, 6 p.m.) 
the Presidents of each House called in person to deliver 
copies of the protests. Since they assured me that the 
reteeee had been telegraphed to Washington in full, I 
14 not send the texts. An interesting point in connect- 
ion with these resolutions of protest is that the two 
chambers voted that t be sent net only te Britain end 
the United States but also to Russia, with whem Iraq has 
no diplematic relations. It is reported that wie M. 
Maieky talked with Nuri Pasha when passing through Iraq 
on his return from Lenéden to Meoseow he urged that dip- 
lematic relations be established between i 
Iraq, but that Nuri Pasha felt that the time 
suitable for such action. The Iraqi Parliam 
sending the protest te Moscew as well as Washington and 
Lendon is a straw in the wind, however, showing an in- 
oreased awareness of Russia's importance in the seheme of 
post-war things, ond another such indication is the fact 
that the Government has reeently permitted the publication 
in serial ferm in a leeal newspaper of Ilya Ehrenburg's 
book, “Russia at War". 









On November 16, 1943, the Baghdad papers published 
the text of a telegram addressed by Sayyid Mohammed Al- 
Sadr (President of the Iraqi Senate), Sayyid Jamil Al- 
Madfai (former Prime Minister), and Sayyid ently. al- 
Suwaidi (former Prime Minister), to Mr. Wendel] Willkie, 
te whem these three Iraqi statesmen had presented a 
monorandum on the Freneh situation in the Levant in 
September, 1942, waen Mr. Willkie passed through ed 
on hig round-the-world flight. The text of this tele- 
on Js forwarded herewith in translation as enclosure 
no, ° 
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The Baghdad press through the past week hes 
ben a im its treatment of the 


ae od of erisis. + hes 
heen that the public is inten interested in 
the news fren the Lebanca, impulsive hot-heafed action 
has been evoiaed. 
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Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 525 of November 19, 1943, 
fromthe American Legation, Baghdad. 


TRANSLATION 
Source: bre Reni November 
’ >» baghdad. 
TH As-Sajd's Speech at Chember of Deputies on November 13, 


“I wish to explain to the honorable members how these 
inoideate started and developed in the Lebanon and what the 
Iraqi Government has done during the past two days. We have 
for some time been anticipating news of the differences be- 
tween the Lebanese Government and Parliament and the French 
authorities. These authorities claim mandatory rights and 
the necessity of taking their approval for the revisions 
which the Lebanese Parliament introduced in the Conatitu- 
tion. We understand that the Lebanese Parliament and Gevern- 
ment wished to amend two articles in the Constitution. The 
first related te language and the seeond to the flag. Has 
the impesition ef a lenguage on a country any relatien to 
its independence? This question eennot, in truth, be ex- 
plained by the simplest formula of justice, even as under- 
stood im ancient t . If, for argument's sake, we admit 
this right, mande is a temporary measure whose diseappear- 
ance is inoviteble. In no way does it affect the rights 
provi@ing the country with the use ef a national flag. If, 
for inetemse, we concéde mandatory rights to the Freneh 
authorities, this should not give scope for the imposition 
of a foreign language on the country. Tye selestion of a 
flag is one of the simplest forms of independence, even if 
such independence were incomplete. fhe country should in 
any case, have a flag, for the imoomplete independence will 
become complete sooner or later. 








"We imagined, hoped, and anticipated that the Committee 
would not interfere in the Lebanese Government and Parlia- 
ment and that if it had any objection, it would keep it until 
after the armistice. But, unfortunately, it seems to us that 
the Freneh people have been unlucky in having a group of 
people whom we do not know how to desoribe. They were not 
only not satisfied with bringing about the downfall of the 
French pecples themselves but also persisted in holdi a 
mentality incompetible with reason, justice, and Mirplay. 
Indeed, their mentality is aot in keeping even with ‘the aim- 
plest prinoiples which the United Nations are endeavoring to 
achieve. We realize this fact and are making efferts with 
the Allies, I mean the British and American Governments, and 
perhaps other European governments, to take 4 part in settl- 
ing this question in a manner proportionate to the magnitude 
of the cause for which they are fighting. We cannot but call 
this a wanten act." 


His Excellency then referred to his persistent efforts 
to get in touch with the Iraqi representatives in the Lebanon, 
Syria, ani Palestine for information on the situation in the 
Lebanon but he has so far been unsuccessful. The Government 
had no official report on which to depend at this moment. His 
Exoellency added thet 2 telegram has been received from Cairo 
reporting the measures which have been taken by His Excellency 
Nahas Pasha. "Our position is different", he continued, "be- 
cause the Egyptian Government had recognized the French Com- 
mittee which has a representative in Cairo. Thais representative 


was informed by the Egyptian Government thet it will take 
the necessary steps, and will probably be compelled to sever 
its relations with the Committee. The Iraqi Government had 
not recognized the Committee and we therefore could not take 
any measure other than diplomatic representation to the Allies, 
partioularly to the British Government owing to its special 
position in the Lebanon as a result of the presence of British 
troops there. We will urge it to upheld the statements which ° 
Mr. Churchill and Mr. Eden have made on verious occasions con- 
cerning the independence of Syria and the Lebanon. We will 
also get in touoh and take direct action with America, in view 
of her interest in world questions, including this one, in ful- 
filment of the prino{ples whioh it has broadcast to the world, 
whose realization the Premier was watohing. 


"The report which I have received from the british Embassy", 
the Prime Minister went on, "contains the British Minister's 
protest to the French authorities in Beirut. This protest is, in 
my opinion, not enough to solve this problem. The second report 
is to the effect thet the British Minister of State in Igypt 
has taken necessary steps toward solving this problem. I have 
availed myself of. this opportunity not only to pledge protests 
pecause. I do not~believe in the usefulness of protests when the 
French authorities use tanks and armored cars against the Lebanese 
people. We do not, up to this moment, know the number of the 
casualties which fell in this conflict from which the French 
peéples themselves are groaning and the world is complaining. I 
have requested the Allies to remove, at all costs, the hands of 
the Frenoh authorities from Syria and the Lebanon until the armis- 
tice when we will settle the matter with them, if they will have 
any right in the Lebanon. I have made that request to the British 
Government. I intend, after consultation and the receipt of new 
reports, to take similar action with the other Allied powers, 
headed by America, in order to appeal to their humane sentiments 
te protect those unarmed Lebanese from a people who do not even 
sympathize with their own motherland. How would they be with 
peoples alien to themselves? 


"I got in touch with His Highness the Regent and conferred 
with him on the matter. His Highness telegraphed the Chargé 
d'affaires of the Iraqi Legation in Beirut to visit the families 
of the President of the Lebanese Republic, the Prime Minister, 
the Ministers and the other arrested personalities and inform 
them that His Highness is interested in their cause and in that 
of the Lebanon and that the Iraqi Government has lodged the 
necessary protests and that he is ready to extend to them any 
assistance they may need." 
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Enclosure No. 2 to Despatoh No. 525 of November 19, 1943, 
from the Amerioan Legation, Baghdad. 


Source: Sy-famga, Terenas 26 


Hig Execllencsy the President of the Senate and Their 
Exeollenetes Sayid Jamil Al-Midfei and Sayid Tewfiq As- 


Buwadéi have sent the follewing telegram to Mr. Wendell 
Willkie: 


"wr. Wendell Wilikie 
Rushville, Indiana, U.S.A. 


"You will reeall that when passing through Baghdad - 
we submitted to le memorandum on the position of 
Frenee ta the Le m and Syria in waioh we stated 
that Seton’ s yetier in that country was aggressive 


and incompati with the Allied poliey fer the 
liberation ef es. What we then stiuted has now 
come to Be French Committee in the Lebanon 


has $ted an act that ean only be deseribed as 
‘winter. In erder to safeguard the hener ef Allied 
so we trust that you will join us in enpyetrine 
venom in her erdeal before Amorisen public 
3 » This tn Lae Te te Lager - 
; prinet: ae. a ust you @ ih us 
at a people that demand freedom and ceseadvars 
net be treated with such ruthlessness.” 
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ment from Algiers, No. W7314 of raneetstgt ore 





I wae handed (from Smith for Hull signed Ei senhower) 
by Harry Hopkine the following memorandum on the Lebanese 
incident prepared by Ambassador Steinhardt, which should 
be passed on to the Deparment of State. I believe you 
may well add as coming from this headquarters that no one 
of us are in accord with his rather favorable estimate of 
Helleu, without in any way questioning the factual accuracy 
of the report, He acted in the Lebanese inoident, accord- 
ing to our sourcee of information, in a completely unin- 


telligent and hysterical way. We also know, however, that 


4t was De Gaulle's intention to resist every British demané& 
es 


and that in anticipation of an ultimatum from the British + 


the Committee voted him down, I ehall keep you posted = 


Ca 


regarding the present military erisia I last night discussed 


with you, Te 4 Are 
iz ' 


The following is Ambassador Steinhardt's report: 


“Helleu and I today had a talk, He has been F 
known to me quite intimately for the past six years / 
as he was the Minister in Riga and the Ambaessador 
at Ankare for quite a while after I got there, 
Following is his version of the recent Lebanon 
events. 


The Lebanese authorities commenced, about 
three weeks before he went to Algiers, to prese 
for his sgreement to the proposed bill for inde- 
pendence and he replied with complete assurances 


that 
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that the question would receive fair and full con- 
sideration, The matter was again urged before him 
four days before he left Algiers and he stated he 
would take it up there with De Gaulle, He claime 
that the Lebanese authorities gave him to under- 
stand that during hie absence no action would be 
taken, He talked over the matter with General De 
Gaulle in Algiers and was directed to reiterate on 
De Gaulle's behalf the assurance that Helleu had 
already given, When he reached Cairo on his return 
trip he wae informed of the Antention of the 
Lebanese authorities to pass the independence bill 
4mmediately, He telephoned Beirut "pleading that 
no action be taken until hie return in twenty-four 
hours', He arrived there the next day and ascer- 
tained that the legislation was passed the previous 
night, He stated that he regarded this as a 'slap 
in the face to France’ and thereupon on his own 
initiative ordered the arrests, Helleu stated that 
the arrests were made by white French sailors and 
that no Sengalese were employed, He also stated that 
he was certain that no indignities or violence took 
place and attributed the false reports to the 
intrigue of the British. 


He reported immediately regarding the arrests 
to De Gaulle, who sent him a telegran which he per- 
mitted me to read, The telegram is quite long, is 
De Gaulle's No. 3279 and is dated November 15. In 
gubstance it estates that De Gaulle assumes that 
Helleu's action was necessary or it would not have 
teen done and that he approved, An unequivocal 
ratification of Helleu's action is contained in the 
first paragraph, Aocording to the second paragraph 
Be Gaulle expected a violent British reaction, In 
the final paragraph De Gaulle states that he is die- 
patching General Catroux to Beirut, in order to 
support Helleu in his action and not for the purpose 
of @isavowing it. 


Ae ie known Catroux went to Beirut and dis- 
avowed Helleu's action, In the strictest confidence 
Helleu added hie conviction that Catroux was dis- 
loyal to De Gaulle and that he was scheming to be 
hig successor, I was then shown by Helleu another 
telegram of twenty-second November to him from 
De Gaulle telling him to come to Algiers immediately. 
Telegram was ended with expressions of great friend- 
ship and De Gaulle signed it "his sincere friend", 


He 
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He is today in Cairo on his way to Algiers in 
accordance with the foregoing request of De Gaulle. 


I am completely satisfied that Helleu was 
telling the truth when he avowed his own initiative - 
in connection with the arrestea and that his act was 
ratified and confirmed immediately by General De 
Gaulle, Helleu has always been completely frank 
and truthful in our relations previously and he is 
a man of integrity, It 1s inconceivable, in view 
of the substance of and the circumstances surround- 
ing our meeting, that the two original telegrams 
which he had folded in his wallet and which I saw 
could have been just for this occasion fabricated. 
Tt 10 naturaly that, the first telegram being 
genuine, his statement that the arrests were made 
at his own initiative and that De Gaulle ratified 
the act immediately must be true." 
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Washington, B. Oo. 
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officials attended at the Messe airport of Demascus both the departare 
of the Syrian delegation te Caire and ite retura, a somewhat hypecriti 
sally benevolent geetare in view of the generally held epinioa that 
the Premeh do not favor the development of tne Pam-Arab movement. 


Thus when the contradictory communiqués were publicised in Dumas 
eae on Hevember 6, France-Syrian surface relations stood in an atnee- 
phere of the usual cold correctness Anjected with a fresh and recount 
touch of wuperficial goed will. The Syrian Parliament, Since epening 
ite sessions in October, hed net yet seriously raised ey awkward ques. 
tiens directly affecting French claimed pesitiens in the Country, but 
had in general confined itself te consideration eof the buiget. Indeod, 


of bis return te the Bejas. This lasted wel] om into the evening, 
engaging Foreign Minister Jami] Mardan's presence amd preventing him 
from receiving me for an appointment made for 6 e'cloek, This was 
postpened til] Sunday 6 p.n. 


Om that eecasion tec Mardem was not available, having, it was 
learned later, euddealy preceeded to Chtemra, Lebanon, te held consul- 
tations with Lebanese Prime Minister Solh. However, Mardan's secre 
terial staff regretfully end politely transferred me to see Syrian 
Prise Minister Saadallah al-Jabiri. 


The giet of the Preuier's remarks, the first official reaction | 
wes able te garner fellewing the appearance of the commniques, was 


porte (cis) ef Palestine be epemed te the Jows of the world", Jabiri 


Qyrien visden, recalling feevidten ef Lebanese 
iapragesce, vat ne further diccussicn ef the consti tuticaal 
prevlens the Lebanen, undoubtedly threugh pressure of Preach conser- 
ship. 


“+ 


The Pereign Minister also described his recent talks in Caire with 
Reyption leaders as having been eminently successful in echieving 
eelidarity eneng the Arad states and a joint decision ef unanimous 

: of the Allies, the Arebs nourtehing serious embitiens, he stated, 
eof entering inte intimate postwar cesperation and treaty relations with 
the Allies, in particular Great Britain and the United States, 


Although Bedmecdey's prose ameounced arrangeneats for an Arnistice 
Bey celebration in Danascas, consisting of a review of the Preach garri- 
son, te be fellewed by a covencny in the military cemetery, the Lege- 
tiem 414 net receive efficial invitation until early evening Nevenber 
16, About 5 ofclock in the morning of the eleventh telepnene calls to 
the Demasens Legations and Gonvsalates frem the French Belogation an- 
nounced that the celebrations had been cancelled. Aluost immediately 
I heara first word-ef-neuth reperts ef the events in Beirat, and these 
sirealated througheat the morning, without however arousing evert pub- 


4 disturbing feature of the morning was the receipt of a note from 
the Delegation marked urgent, eubodying & bitter complaint against the 
Bemascus Office of Var Information in 
Gotribating “with remarkable prodignlity" the arabic text ef Lebanese 
Prine Minister Selh's declaration te the Lebamese in America, and ac 
cusing the OWI of employing propaganda tactics suggestive ef these of 
the Axis, The Belegation reserved all necessary representations to 
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Enclosure to Despatch No. 51 of November 18, 1943, from 
American Legation, Damascus. 


TRANSLATION 
Vamescus, November 17, 194 
Mr. Ambassador, 


The Syrian Government, having followed the development of 
the situation in the Lebanon under all its aspects, and having 
observed with the closest attention the acts which have taken 
place there, has the honor to point out to Your Excellency the 

following: 


1. In the course of numerous previous interviews, we have 

emphasized to your representatives the consequences likely 
to be brought about by the events which we have witnessed in 
the Lebanon, in a desire to ward off the difficulties which 
might finally result therefrom. We likewise led them tc fore- 
see the reactions which coercive measures would be likely to 
arouse both within the country and abroad. The regrettable 
incidents of which the Lebanon has been the scene, and which 
have had their repercussions in the various countries, have now 
confirmed our predictions and anxieties. 


ie It is natural that Syria, bound to the Lebanon by a mul- 
tiplicity of relations and the closest ties, should be in 

the vanguard of the nations to be deeply moved by these events, 

which have provoked anxiety and uneasiness in the public mind. 


Be The Syrian Government, interpreter of the country's feel- 
ings, finds itself compelled to accept, with the imposed 
reserve, the new situation created in the Lebanon, It expresses 
its lively regret for the decisions which have been taken 
which abolish Lebanese independence and suspend all its ulberties 
at a time when every requisite condition for the Lebanon's ac- 
cession to independence, both on the national and on the inter- 
national plane, is fulfilled. This independence should not, 
therefere, have been suppessed by acts contrary to democratic 
principles and liberal traditions, of a kind to shake public 
confidence in the future of agen relations between nations, 
in their own future, and in the respecting of their rights and 
aspirations. The Syrian Government raises its protests against 
the arrest of the Lebanese President, Ministers and Deputies, 
which devoid of all chracter of courtesy violates the most 
elementary rules regulating international relations. 


Please accept, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of my very 
high consideration. 


The Minister for Foreign affairs 


(Sgd) Jamil Mardam Bey 


His Eycellency, 
Mr. Jaan a ang 
Ambas8Ador of France 


Enclosure to Despatch No. 51 of November 18, 1943, from 
American Legation, Damascus 


COPY 


Damas, le 13 Novembre 1943 


Monsieur 1' Ambassadeur, 


Le Gouvernement Syrien, ayant suivi la developpement de 
la situation au Liban sous tous ses aspects et observé avec 
la plus grande attention les faits qui viennent de s'y dérouler, 
a l'honneur de signaler 4 Votre Excellence ce qui suit: 


ler.- Au cours de nombreux entretiens antérieurs, nous avons 
souligné a Vos Représentants les suites que pourraient 

entrainer les evenements auxquels nous assistons au Liban, dans 
le désir de parer aux difficultés qui en resulteraient éven- 
tuellement. MNous leur avons également laissé prévoir les ré- 
actions que seraient susceptibles de provoquer tant a l'interieur 
qu'é l'exterieur les mesures de coércition. Les incidents reg- 
rettables dont les Liban a été le théatre et qui ont eu leur 
repercussion dans les différents pays, sont venus confirmer nos 
prévisions et nos appréhensions. 


20.- I1 est naturel que la Syrie, liee au Liban par de multiples 
rapports et par les attaches les plus étroites soit au 

premier rang des nations 4 s'émouvoir profondément de ces événe- 

ments qui ont suscitée trouble et des inquietudes dans les esprits. 


30.- Le Gouvernement Syrien, interprete des sentiments du pays, 
se voit dans la necessite d'acoweillir avec la reserve qui 
s'impose la nouvelle situation creée au Liban. I1 exprime ses 
vifs regrets pour les décisions qui ont été prises et qui portent 
l'abolition de l1'independance libanaise et la suspension de toutes 
ses libertes au moment ou toutes les conditions requises pour 
ltaccession du Liban a& 1'indépendance sont assurées tant sur le 
plan national que sur le an international. On ne saurait, de ce 
fait, supprimer cette indépendance par des actes en opposition 
avec les principes ep: he ues et les traditions liberales et 
de nature a porter att te la confiance des peuple en l'avenir 
des rapports pacifiques entre les nations, en leur propre avenir 
ainsi qu'en le respect de leurs droits et de leurs aspirations. 
Le Gouvernement Syrien éléve ses protestations contre 1'arresta- 
tion des Présidents, Ministres et Deputés libamais qui, tout en 
étant éloigné de tout caractére de courtoisie heurte les régles 
les plus 6lementaires qui regissent les relations internationales. 


Veuillez agréer, Monsieur l'A@mbassadeur, les assurances de 
ma trés haute considération. 


Le Ministre 
des Affaires Etrangeres 


Sed. Jamil Merdam Bey 
Son Excellence 


Monsieur Jean Helleu 
Ambassadeur de France 
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NO. 113 7 L 
CcIVEO, MERICAN CONSULATE a 
Tunis, Tunisia, November 29, 1943. 


Air Mail ame } ke ; 
{ Fd agile, 


; [gdic C 1's 1943 


Dvistos, 
NEAR FESICRW AF 








’ > 


SUBJECT: Reaction in Tunisia te Libanese Situation 


a 


a o i 


THE HONORABLE i 
4 - pe SECRETARY OF STATE, 


sit: 


nN Ele Rage al ee gio Lag 

eu ef November 27 teat referr to the reaetians 
the grendaed shies ten existing the Lebanen seereen 
the mandate autherities, on the one hand, 
the Libanese independence party the British’ sutho- 
Prities in that Cag eg - In the air 
after queting 6144 Hassen ABDUL WAHAB, Minister o: the 
Pen in the Beylieal Gevernment, and referring to him as 
the Censulate's pest ebjective and sincere contact in 
that Gevernment, I stated that further views ef the 
Minister would be ferwaréed by despatch. I now enclose 
a memorandum prepared by Vice Consul John E. UTTER 
embodying seme of the remarks made to him. These may 
be summarized, in brief, as follews: 


RECEIVED 


* 3062 


33 z= WASHINGTON. wh 


ye 
z1e/a> 


HW/Se 


The issue in the Lebanon is not entirely between 
the French and the Libanese. The British are ba 
the Arab cause. They have definite material interests 
there and at least one old grudge against the French. 


In regard to other matters in the Middle East 
81di Hassen commented upon the “inevitable aistrust of 
Islem toward a Zionist state*® and passed from that 
statement to reminiscences of a visit he had paid in 
March 1940 to King IBN SAUD. The sovereign felt drawn 
teward the democratic states, England and Franee, since 
Islam is essentially democratic and the Axis deetrines 
are “new and dangerous" ané "foreign to Nchamedan 

ciples®. Ths Sand és friendly tenard) the Valter 


tates ted particularly, beeause it had "no colonial 


waa Oral Ny Finally, 
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baste 92) 
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PFinelly, the Minister « some, agppets of 
the situation in Tunisia, > F ly as regards 
Gqumuniom in the country. These were transmitted in 
the airgran. 


In conclusion, I sheuld like to add that I agree 
entirely with Er. ter im his estimate of Sidi Hassen 
Abdul Wahab's abilities and eharacter. 


Respectfully yours, 


Heed ge. AY Ty (we 
Felix Cele 


Amorican Ceneul Genera) 


sistobe Ae. 


flemerandun by Vice Censul 
John BE. Utter 


< 





to despateh Wo.113, dated Nowember 29, 1943, 
om American Consul General, Tunis. 


MEMORANDUM 
Froms Vice Consul John E. Utter 


Subject: Conversation with General Hassen Abdul Wahab, 
Minister of the Pen, on November 23, 1943. 


political crisis in the Lebanon has been a lead- 
ing, subject for diseussion beth in the Tunisian press and 
cafes and drawing-rooms. Syria and the Lebanon 
“ote always been closely linked with the Regency in 
thought and culture events, either political or in- 
tellectual, in ome or the other are closely followed by 
the elite of both Moslem countries. 


In order to find out what the reaction of the upper 
ss in Tunis is to the sagen d in Beirut, I called om 
stat Masson Abdul. Wehab, the Bey's Minister of the Pen, 
from whem we get s @bjeetive and sincere views as pos- 
sible from any Arhb source. 


ted that Tunisi following th 
dept ne Lebanen very shesely, “with gnlan and 


pareves® aé much as the final 
tes e of Tunisia. The present 
is ae wat poten rig open on the 


Pt 5 come and settlement of the Syrian political 
s{tuation, the Tunisian movement for autonomy will re- 
eeive incentive or be temporarily smothered. 8idi Hassen 
said that the French were already taking precautions 
against ~~ possible os coh tation which might arise in 
Tynisia in the near fu’ 


When asked whether he regeng that there were any 
outside influences at play in the Lebanon drama, 
Wahab without hesitation remarked that the British were 
most certainly backing the Arab cause in Beirut. He 
elaborated on the interests which the English have in 
this country - not least of which is the petroleum pipe 
line. He then traced certain historical events in Syria. 
The removal of King Feisal in 1 the French, accord- 
ing to hia ee oe displeased ion, but at that moment 
the British not to make an issue of the affair. 
Generel SPEARS, who, saecording to 8144 Hassen, is Jewish, 
has not seen eye to eye with M. HELLEU, the Resident 
General. Riad BOHL, the mediate Prime Minister, is well 
known to my interleeutor as an intelligent man of good 
family and eminently pro-English. 


Frem the vo question, Sidi Hassen drifted into 
the more general subject of the Middle East and the inevi- 
table distrust of Islam toward a Zionist State. He 


reminisced 
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reminiseed on his trip to the Hedjaz in March 1940 when 

as special ambassador he was sent by the Bey of Tunis 

with decorations to Ibn Saud and with whom he had both 

et audiences and private conversations. Abdul Wahab 
that he has met many sovereigns and he found in Ibn 

Saya one of the most honest, intelligent, direet, and 
-tniforked of rulers. 


Ibn Saud discussed many subjects with him and some 
of his reflections on international politics are perhsps 
worth noting, The world for him was divided between 
Democratic ded eh Pie, Franee, an@ America 

eat ce) 3, and Nazism end Communism repre- 
sented by Germany, ly, and Russia. Tees was essen- 
tially democratic, knew tne democratic system, and was 
leathe to traffie with these new and dangerous doctrines 
whieh are foreign to Nehammedan prineiples. England had 
always been a friend and, he hoped, would continue to be 
despite the delicate question of Palestine. Ibm Saud's 
contention is that onee installed in thig spet ea Jewish 
nation, evertually armed, weuld not be satisfied mtil 
it spread out and teok centrol of the whele Middle Fast. 


The sovereign showed a marked affinity for the 
United States and all things American. As concrete proof 
of there are the American concessions fer oif and 
ere 3 in Gau@i Aredia, Ne teld Abdul Wahab that he 
’ to with Ameri¢ens, even if there aight be 

oes profit, as they had neo colonial aspirations. Sidi 
Hassen notieed thet all ears in Arabia were American and 
Thm’ Saud is against the construction of railways in 
favor of a netwerk of highways. 


Coming baek to leeal matters, I put a few questions 
to Sidi Haseen rega: arab partic!pation in the 
Communist Party. He estinates the present Moslem member- 
ship in this party in Tunis alome is between three and 
£ Ja @ most of the adherents are dock 

érs end such like, the reeent inefdent between the 
leader Ali Djerad an@ the Freneh Resident General served 
to attraet students frem the Zeiteuna University in Tunis, 
a few young “people of the beurgeoisic, and some national- 
ists wee in the Communist Party a moans of airing 
their views. Ne Arab newspaper is printed which weuld 
allow them te publish their reeriminations and the 
Communist organ may serve this purpose. 814i Hassen 
believes that most ef this bets 4 are not sympathetic 
to Communist tdeals and are just eppertunists leoking 
for a means of self-expressiqn. He gave no eredence to 
the rumor that seme Arabs had joined the Communiet Party 
with the idea of agitating for the return of the deposed 


Mosieef Bey. 
&. Litt 
ehn E. Utter 
Amefiean Vice Consul 
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December 20, 134). 


Wiemorandun tor the viles 


The letter from the iresident of tne 
Lebanon to President Roosevelt was, as ° 
recell, entirely routine, contalininy: no 
phrases which could arouse uny ¢co.troversy 

The reply from iresident Roosevelt ; 
as nearly as I can reconstruct it from menor, 
in the followings worcus: 








Great and Good #riend: 

I have received in Cairo today 
from the hands of my Diplomatic Agent 
jn Beirut, ir. Vadsworth, Your Excel- 
leney's letter of November 6, 1943, 
informins me of your assumption of 
the high office of Presicent of the 
Lebanese “%epublic. I am particularly 
pleased to receive Your Excellency's 
communication, for events of recent 
weeks in your country have been fol- 
lowed in mine with very special atten- 
tion and syinpathy. 

I should have been happy to ex- 
tend in person to Your Excellency ana 
to the Lebanese people my congratulitions, 
but the press of other cvents precludes 
my taking advantace of my presence in 
the Near East to visit your country. 
However the present letter will bring to 
you the warmest hoyes for the prosperity 
and happiness of the Leban@g under 
Your Execellency's guidance. 

voragially yours, 
Yranklin D. “oosevelt. 
Na: GVALlen:ac 
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MR. MURRAY 
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This telegram must be 
paraphrased before FROM ated December 16, 1945 
being communitated: to 


anyone other than a Rec'd 41:15 p.m. 
Governmental. agency (BR) : 









mivisiow OF 
NEAR FASTERN AFFAIRS 


< 349, December 16, noon. 
On November 6 Lebaneee Foreign Minieter handed 

me letter addveneed to President Roosevelt by 
Sheikh Beehara El Khourt announcing hie aerumption 
on September 21 of Lebanece Presidency. It varied 
in minor detail only epoaratesaar letter ee hoe 
Syrian President enclosed with my : 
October 2. : 

Five days after the receipt of lateness Let~- 
ter Preeident Khouri wae jailed. At se end Cd 
Lebaneee crisis I war eummoned to Caise, Shere I 
delivered letter pereonally to President Reosevelt 
who signed reply prepered at hie request by George | 
Allen and myself. 

hie reply te conventional except for short 
passage reading “fvente of recent weeke in your 
country have been followed in mine with very especial 
attention and sympathy", It wae delivered to Lebanese 


mon oe President 
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~2- #347, December 16, noon, from Beirut 


President through Foreign Miniater December 13. 

Yesterday Foreign Minister asked me to ascer~ 
tain by telegraph whether ay Government would 
kindly agree to immediate publication here of this 
exchange of Preeidentiel Letters. Full copies will 
be forwarded to Department by early pouch, 

If euch publication te approved, local outpos? 
OWI wishes give matter effective publicity and en- 
quiree whe ther Department cannot at the came time 
authorise publication of exchange of letters with 
Syrian President, provided he agree thereto, 


WADSWORTH 
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Respedtfully referred 45 the 


Department of State for translation. 


, M. He McINTYRE 
hig Secretary to the President 
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Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 


Habana. 


The Secretary of State encloses the original and 
translation of as cablegram dated November 14, 1943 
addressed to the President by Mr. Antono Faber Jai, 
President of the Lebanese Colony, Monte 719, Habana, 
Cuba, regarding the recent crisis in Lebanon. If no 
objection is perceived, the Officer in Cherge is re- 
queated to reply along the following lines: 


On November 29, 1941 the Department, in 6 statement 
to the press, welcomed the proclamations of independence 
of Aafeammm and Syria as a step toward the realizsetion of 
the natwral and legitimate aspirations of the Lebanese 
and Byrian peoples, with which the American Government ani 
people have always sympathized, for the full enjoyment of 
sovereign independence. Following the recent events in 
Lebanon, this Government promptly made its position known 
to the Prench Committee of National Liberation in Algiers 
4m aseordance with its established policy. It wae made 
clear that this Government hoped that the French and 
Lebanese could reach some sgreement, which would sllow the 
Lebanese people full independence, bearing slways in mind 
the militery exigencies of the situation. 





For the further information of the Officer in Charge 
there is enclosed herewith « copy of a presse release issued 
by the Department on November 26, 1943. 


Enelosures: 


1. Cablegram of November 14, 
1943 from Mr. Amtono Paber 
Jal, President of the 
Lebanese Colony, Habana, 
Cuba, with translation. 


2. Press Release of 
Movember 26, 1943. 
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WE RAYE REOOURSE TO YOUR EXOELLENOY 48 FATHER OF SUFFER. 
mG WOMANTTY AND GRIVERSAL DEWOGRACY RESPROTPULLE 
REQUESTING YOU INPERPOSE YOUR GOOD OFFICES TO THE 

mae THAT TRE RIOGUT AND JUSTICE OwnD FO TRE LEMAMESE 
PROFLE BE NOT VicusTes. ws HOPE rs Sou amp In Gop Pua 
wate ws. pe semb. 
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To the 
American Consular Officer in charge, 


Santiago de Cuba, Cuba. 


fhe Secretary of State encloses the original and 
translation of a foreiary, yiees dated Movember 19, 1943 
addressed to the President by Mr. Roque Fetue of 
Santiago de Cuba, Cuba, regarding the crisis in Lebanon. 
If no objection {se perceived, the Consular Officer in 
charge is requested to reply along the following lines: 


On Movember 29, 1941 the Department, in & statement 
to the press, welcomed the proclamations of independence 
of Lebanon and Syria as a step toward the realization of 
the natural and legitimate aspirations of the Lebanese 
and Syrian peoples, with which the American Governzent 
and people have alugys sympathized, for the full enjoy- 
ment of sovereign independence. Following the recent 
events in Lebanon, this Government promptly made its posi- 
tion known to the French Committee of National Liberation 
in Algiers in accordance with ite established policy. It 
was made clear that this Government hoped that the French 
and Lebenese could reach some ment, which would 
allow the Lebanese people full independence, bearing 
always 2% wind the military exigencies of the situation. 


For the further information of the Consular Officer 
in charge there is enclosed herewith a copy of a press 
PFelease issued by the Department on November 26, 1943. 


Enclosures: 


1. Cablegram of November 19, 
1943 from Mr. Roque Fetue 
of Santiago de Cuba, with 
translation. 
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The Megretary of State, rul 
a shington, 
o . Ks 
si 
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I have the honor to enclose herewith the translation 
of an editorial entitled "Lebanese Independence" which 


appeared in the Kabul newspaper Islah of ijovember 24, 
1943. 


This article is of considerable interest because it 
would, of course, never have been allowed to appear had 
4t not been approved as an expression of the point of 
view of the Afghan Government. In fact, it is extremely 
likely that it was prepared in the hinistry of Foreign 
Affairs itself. 


Lig/oo °3068 


It will be observed that the article states that 
Afghanistan "is especially interested in questions relat- 
ing to the independence and prosperity of Islamic and 
Arab nations", and that it therefore cannot "remain aloof 
from, or mnmoved by, events" in those countries. It re- 
fers to the "policy of oppression and persecution of the 
French authorities in the Lebanon”, and considers it strange 
that when "French territory is occupied and France is in 
ruins" Frenchmen should oppose the "lewful demands of an 
independent mtion.* 


But the real significance of the situation in the 
Lebanon, according to the editorial, lies in the fact that 
it may furnish a practical demonstration as to whether, 
the declarations and pledges of "the democratic and ARiad 
countries" are genuine end sincere. It therefore not@ 
with satisfaction that a number of countries, such as 
Egypt, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia, heve also shown an intope 
and that Great Britain and the United States have bale 7 
steps to improve matters, and it hopes that the Frenc 
themselves will give proof that they really desire "to 
see the liberty of nations™ 


ow/Sd 





Incidentally, it is very doubtful whether the article 
would have been published in this form if the French Leg- 
ation in Kabul had not been closed last liay, and if even ™ 
the unofficial Fighting French representative had not been 
obliged to leave last Oc ber. (See my telegram No. 105, 
way 23, 1943, ar cere Bes 18, October 29, 3 Pats 1943). 





In view of the importance of the editorial as an 
4ndication that the Afghan Government wishes it to be 
known that it is taking an active Anterest in the polit- 
{eal affairs of the Middle East, I am sending the Depart- 

Respectfully yours, 


ment @ brief summary of it by telegraph. 
‘ ) i a 


Vllewspaper editorial, as stated. QAEL « fila * 
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Enclosures: 


In original and hectograph. 
Copy sent tor Baste set te DOA 


American Legation, Beirut. 
American Consulate General, Algiers. 


File No. 700. 
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ENCLOSURE with despatch No. 533, November 25, 19435, 


from American Legation, Kabul. 


Editorial from "Islah", Kabul, dated November 24, 1945 


(Translation ) 


Lebanese Independence 


In the last few days the problem of the Lebanon 
has attracted general attention and has been of great 
interest in this country. 


Afghanistan 1s especially interested in questions 
relating to the independence and prosperity of Islamic 
and Arab nations and is always concerned about the dif- 
ficulties of these countries. Religious connections, 
brotherly feelings, and the love of liberty of the Af- 
ghan people are the three main factors which do not per- 
mit this country to remain aloof from and unmoved by 
events in Islamic and Eastern countries. Just as we 
consider the independence of our own country as the 
principal basis and foundation of our national life, 
we think that others also are worthy of consideration, 
and in particular we cherish the hope of our eastern and 
co-religionists for liberty and prosperity. We believe 
that unless the liberty and rights of lerge and small 
nations alike are respected and the colonial policies 
and attitudes of the 19th century, which were based 
upon conquest of small eastern nations and their reduc- 
tion to slavery, are abandoned in the present-day world, 
no lasting and permanent peace can protect the human 
race from the horrors and miseries of wars and conflicts. 


The policy of oppression and persecution of the 
French authorities in the Lebanon and its indirect ef- 
fects on Syria is not merely reprehensible in the eyes 
of independent and liberty-loving nations, but for that 
reason it must be altered. At the present moment it 
has en even greater significance. The French authorit- 
jes, by respecting the independence of Lebanon and Syria, 
can give practical proof that they really recognize and 
respect the proclamations made and pledges given by the 
democratic and Allied countries, and that the declarat- 
ions and charters of the Allies are genuine and sincere. 
The settlement of this question is a practical demon- 
stration and an actual proof of the truth or untruth of 
all the statements and declarations about liberty and 
independence of nations which are so often heard during 
this devastating war. Now it is very strange and sur- 
prising that at this moment, when French territory is 
occupied and France is in ruins, Frenchmen who are al- 
ways so proud of their country's independence and the 
triple principles of liberty, fraternity, and equality, 
should adopt the old policy of world domination against 
the lawful demands of an independent nation. 


Fortunately, however, a number of other countries 
are, because of the importance of thie question, try- 
ing to improve the situation by establishing independ- 
ence in the Lebanon and Syria, with a view to preventing 
an unfortunate reaction and effect on the morale of the 
independent nations due to the policy of force and opp- 
ression used by the French authorities. 


In afghanistan 





In Afghanistan the elforts and exertions of our 
Egyptian, Iraqi and Saudi Arabian brothers and the symp- 
athy shown by our Turkish brothers, as well as the steps 
taken by Great Britain and the United States of America 
are deemed to be worthy of general acclaim and commenda- 
tion. We hope thet the French authorities will also 
give to this important question and the consequences of 
their ultimate decisions more consideration, and thus : 
prove to the world that they are really and practically 
desivous to see the Liberty of nations. Afghanistan 
hopes that its Lebanese and Syrian brothers will assume 
their proper place and position of which they are worthy 
and succeed in their aspirations for complete independ~ 
ence, 
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Peramrnen 6 
351, December 17, naon, ee 
yo Period of three weeke since end Lebanere crisis 
. reported in my 30, Novesher 24, 10 a.m. has been 
marked by gensral celebration of reetorstion of 


conetitutional regime and by reconeolidation of 


gl¢/oo *3068 


Bolh Government's position including extennive 
changee in higher adminietrative poste. Latter have 
been generally well received by Deputies and public. 
Parliemerit met only once on December 1. 
Speaker etreered "heroic and dignified attitude of 
Lebanese nation" during crisis. Premier reviewed 


events. Tribute was paid to Britieh and dmerican 


gW/Sd 


assistance and to support by eleter Arad states. 


: Lebanese flag wee unanimously adopted. 


pees 


OF STATE 


Foreign Minieter telle me only important politi- 


TOT TTT 


= (ead developmente have been conference between 


: p @yrian and Ledanese Ministers designed te outline 
Leos poritien to be taken in discussione with 


YS 
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porpue 


Toye 
ik we 


Catroux 


bo nd 


541 


~2- #3651, Deeenber 17, noon, from Beirut 


Catroux (who arrived from Algiers yeeterday) and 
French agreement in principle (communicated by acte 
ing delegate general) to transfer of all "common 
intereete" services except jn so fer ae partial ree 
tention 1e dictated by allied military requirements, 

Minieter added that subject of discussions with 
Catroux will therefore be restricted to modalitses 
of transfer and aseurancee regarding any epecifie 
French intererts involved; there could be no ques- 
tion of concluding treaty of alliance or “otherwise 
prejudicing Lebanon's political future ae an inde~ 
pendent etate", 

Chief political officer of @peare Mieeion who 
has just returned from London, expecte aleo tri~ 
partite dircuseions (4,e, between British, French 
and Syro+Lebanese repreeentation) for definition of 
authority to be reserved to Britieh and French 
military commande, 

Further evidence of common 6yro-Lebanese ap+ 
proach to their common probleme is found in action 
of Syrian president and deputies in ewearing allegi- 
ance December 1¢ £9 constitution of 115 articlee as 
voted 1928 by ityeion Constituent Aseembly. It was 

promulgated 


~3~ #351, December 19,°neon, from Beirut 


% 
i 
promulgated 1950 by Frengs High Commiseloner with 


article 116 designed te veeerve rights and duties 
of mandatory power, 

. Both countries will therefore enter forthcoming 
discussione having formelly declined by acts of 
their parliaments to re@pgnize that French poseese 
such righte and dutice, . 
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356, December 20, 8 Pame = 

When calling on Syrian Foreign Minister yesterday 
in Damascus he corrected British and Prench Beirut 

SWL.9O BP 

press story reported in penultimate paragraph my, 351 
December 17 noon, Newly printed constitution of 155 


artioles, he said, had been distributed to President 


61¢/00°3068 


and deputies but not sworn to; this would probably be 
done next week; meanwhile government held firmly to 


its nonrecognition of mandate; conversations on that 


basis would begin this week with Catroux who would 


NY 


rrei § 2 
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probably retum to Algiers after Xmas fortnight's 
visit. 

Minister then said Syrian and Lebantst govem~ 
ments were oonsidrring issuing deolaration to effect that Cb 
they were determined to continue cooperation with jllicd r 
war effort to fullest measure their strength and re=- 


sourees on basia Atlantic Charter principlica and 


sonsequently 


Dae 


Slot less CS 
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-2=- #356, December 20, 8 pem., from Beirut 


consequently deemed it desirable to declare formal ly 
(this probably with parliamentary approval and perhaps 
retroactively to respective dates of reestabl ishment 
of constitutional government) that Syria and Lebanon 
considered themselves in state of war with ixis powers, 
He suggested informlly that I inquire regard ng my 
government's views on this subject should it care to 


express anys 
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AN LEGATION 
BEIRUT (LEBANON) 
S 
ry The Department is not repeat not prepared to make any formal 
«expression of its views to the Syrian and Lebanese Governuents 
a regarding a possible declaration of war on the Axis powers. (Your 
356, December 20, 8 p.m.) However, we should naturally not repeat © 
not view unfavorably such action taken on the independent dnitiative 4 


of the Syrian and Lebanese Governnents, and you may say so infor rmally ¢ 


in your conversutions with the local authorities. 
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The sonodabis 
The Secretary of State, 20 
Washington, D. 0. /) 


i g, 
Sir: oe = 99h 


With reference to my mien cle no. bk7of November 
20, 1943, and my despateh no. l1/of November 23, 1943, 

I have the honor to attach hereto a memorandum sum- 
merizing some of the statements made to me by Nuri 
beterps the Prime Minister, relating to the Lebanen sit- 
uation, 


The fact that every high Iraq official whom I have 
visited or who has called on me has mentioned the sub- 
ject of Lebanon indicates the interest of local gov- 
ernment circles in the struggle of the Lebanese for in- 
dependence. 


During their recent calls on me both the President 
ef the Semate and the President of the Chamber of Dep- 
uties expressed their appreciation of the interest 
which the United States Government has displayed in the 
matter. The President of the Chamber, like Nuri, in- 
sisted that the release of the members of the Lebanon 
Gevernment was due entirely to the strong stand taken 
by the United States and Great Britain. He said that 
the Frenoh had shown clearly that they had no conception 
of the significence of the Atlantic Charter or the Deo- 
laration of the United Nations. 


02°2/00°306R 


Respectfully sid 
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Memorandum of conversation with Nuri Pasta. 
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EBnelosure to 
despateoh no. 13 

of November 27,1943 
from the American 
Legation, Baghdad 


Memorandum summarizing certain statements 
relating to the Lebanon situation made to 
Mr. Henderson, United States Minister to 
Iraq, by Nuri Pasha, Prime Minister of Iraq, 
during an exchange or visits whieh took 
Place between the Prime Minister and the 
Minister on mre and November 23rd, 
3 0 


During my initial conversation with Nuri Pasha I in- 
formed him as instructed in the Department's telegram 
no. 220 of November 18, 2 p.m., regarding the position 
whieh the Government of the United States had taken with 
regard to the problem created in the Lebanon in conse- 
quenee of the arrest of the President and certain members 
of the Government of the Lebanon and the setting up of a 
provisional government with Eddé at the head. 


1 Pesha stated that he was happy to learn offic- 
Sahtig th that the American Government had taken an attitude 
whieh he and other members of the Iraqi Government had 
felt sure that it would adopt. He and his colleagues had 
been confident that the United States, as one of the orig- 
inal signers of the Atlantic Charter and as a oo-drafter 
of the Declaration of the United Nations, would not remain 
sileat while the principles enunciated so clearly in those 
documents were be openly flouted by one of the co- 
belligerents. 


He edded that Arad hopes for the future were pinned 

more upen the United States than upom any other country 
and that the failure of the American Government to take 
seme action in the present Lebanese crisis would have had 
a denerest ning effeet upon all the peoples of the Near 


He added in the utmest confidence that it was the hope 
of Big government that the American CGevernment would con- 
tinue to be active im the matter and would not leave 
future initiative entirely to the British. Although he 
was convinced of the Brit desire te see the establishment 
of an independert Lebanon, as well as Syria, he feared 
that the Britiah were handicapped in dealing with the sit- 
uation in view of the fact that they continued to have a 
mandate in Palestine. The French,therefore,were in a 
position when pressed the British with to Lebanon 
to si % that the British follew a perallel policy in 
Pal « There was a danger that unless the United States 
contest to play an active role, the negotiations between 
the Freneh and the Lebanese might bog down ani eventually 
resolve themselves in an “appeasement” arrangement which 
would net be satisfactory to anybody, including the Brit- 
ish, but whieh the British would not feel themselves in a 
position to rejeet. Amy arrangements which did not give 
the Lebanon unequivocal independence would put an end, at 
least for the time being, to Arab dreams of freedom and 
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Subjeet: Baghdad Press Weleemes Release of Lebanese Govern- 


mont Leaders and Reinstatement of President of 






I the honor to refer to the Legation's despateh 
No. 525/ef Nevember 19, 1943, regarding Baghdad's reeep- 
tien the news of the French action against the Lebanese 
Govermment em Nevember 10-11, and to report that the local 
press weleemed the French decision to release the members 
of the Lebanese Gevernment and to reinstate the President 
of the Republic. 


There is forwarded as Emolosure No. 1 to this des- 
pateh a series ef brief excerpts from the local press 
whieh make the following points: 


1. Release of the members of the Government and re- 
instatement of the President is the beginning of reetifi- 
eation ef the situation but eannct be considered a solu- 
tion to the problem of Lebanese independence. 


2. The Anglo-American assistance to the Lebanese 
Government is their first opportunity to demonstrate 
their determination to maintain the prineiples of the 
Atlantic Charter. 


3. The Freneh action has been a precipitant uniting 
all Arabs, regardless of ereed, and is an important for- 
ward step in prepering public opinion for the attainment 


122/909°206a 


of the inde: e of the Arab states and eventually 
Arad Federation. 
There is alse as Enclosure No. 2 the text 


of en torial by alleh Augustine, a Baghdad jour- 
nalist, eb eet ot hrARpEAE, ot November 20, 1943, 
disouss: the oes claim to be the mandatory 
power in Levenen. The author asserts that with the ex+’ 
¢inetion of both the League of Mations and of Franee, the *, 


mandate expired, and in any case it could never have passed 
ever to the Freneh Committee. 
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Ley Ws Henderson. 


| bs 
c 


WH/Sed 


tw 


wll 


fe ies a, a fe fv 


my we, 891 
Copies tot. Anepicen Loemtion, ven pol 
e / 8 Tide 
r * Caire, 
® Consulate Genera), Jorusalen. 


Enolosure No. 1 to despateh No. 12 of November 27, 1943, 
from the American Legation, Baghdad, Iraq. 





re of November 23, 1943 - “We regard the decision 
ef the Committee as a beam of hope in the political 
horizen ef Lebenon. But we consider it only the beginning of 
the selution and net a solution...Hewever, Arab political 
eiroles eonsider the deeision of great importance and express 
their satisfaction at the resteration of the President of 
the Republie and the release of the Ministers and see in it 
the nue ef a solution to the abnormal state of affairs 
in the Lebanon. It is undoubted that Britein's eoncernm about 
the emergeney and her serious consideration of it will settle 
this erisis a way effective in safeguarding the comphete 
independence of Lebanon.* 


Sauk Ad abel a of Movember 17, 1943 -"We have said and 
still say, aggression committed by the French Con- 
mittee of National Liberation is not directed against the 
poayne ef Lebanon only but against all the Arab peoples, 
against all the United Nations and against their common cause, 


ineluding the Freneh people themselves and their national 
eause..." 


Bio fhA cage of November 17, 1943 - "The Arabs like 
to see @ of Lebanon settled in a way which would 
guarantees the full ~_ of the Lebanese people in prac- 
tie their democratic liberties. The ease of Lebanon is 
eensidered the first experiment of applying the Atlantic 
Charter which Iraq has joined and which the Allies applied 
to Syria and Lebanen." 


of November 23, 1943 - After expressing dis- 
sati om in this decision as a solution, goes on to say: 


"We de not want, however, to lose hope of finding 
@ legieal and legal solution fer the problem of Lebanon. 
411 signs indicate that the Aklies are doing their ut- 
most te carry cut in full the promises they have taken 
upen themselves in the Atlentie Charter and in the 
declaration they made regarding the independence of 
Levanca. It is within their power to set the French 
Coamittee aright if she puts a stumbling block in their 
way...” 


= of Nevember 23, 1943 - "If the event of 
the areuses the Arabde to unite to realize the in- 
Gependence of all their countries, headed by Palestine, it 
is at the same time a severe lesson to any imperialistic 
— at ing he Sones with the rights of the Arabs end 
ea on ooo 


Enclosure No. 2 to despatch No. 12 of Nowember 27, 1943 
from the American Legation, Baghdad, Iraq. 


TRANSLATION 


SOURCE: =. bar, November 20, 
dad. 


Gaulle T about th of Nations 
ly Hazqellan Augustine) 





By Allah, it is strange in De Gaulle’s part to talk 
about the League of Nations and its mandate when referring 
to the Freneh aggression against the Lebanon. He forgot the 
following: 


1. The League of Nations itself is eompletely dead and 
its reserreetion is mot inoluded in Allied plans. Thus 
France's mandate over Syria and the Lebanon has disappeared 
because with the death ef the principal the power of the 
atterney ceas: With the demise of the League of Nations, 
French releti with the Lebanon were severed and all right 
to interfere in her affairs gone. 





2. Im the place of the League of Nations' principles 
there are now the Atlantic Charter and the aims for which 
the United Nations are fighting. The authority has therefore 
been traneferred from the League of Nations to the Angle- 
Amerteans and their Allies, excluding prostrate Franee who 
hereelf is new begging fer the return of her independence. 
These powers have recognized the rights of the Lebenon and 
condemmed the wrengful deed of the French authorities therein. 


3- Prestrate France has lost her ability and fitness to 
be @ great power shouldering mandatory responsibilities. If 
the @f Nations were in existence it weuld have, before 
eve: elise, taken away the mandate from Franee and pro- 
olaimed the independence of the Lebanon, or at least en- 
trusted it te the Arabs of Egypt and Iraq, if not to the 
Anglo-Americens. 


4. Franee - France of Viehy - has betrayed the principles 
of the League and the interests ané aims of the Allies. She 
eheated beth the Arabs and the Allies when she permitted the 
Axis in Syria and the Lebanon to penetrate to the Arab and 
Middle Bast, thus abusing her trust. This trust has now been 
taken away from the betrayer. What proteetion and trust does 
De Gaulle claim today? 


5. De Gaulle must not ferget ner overloek the fact that 
the Lebanon was taken from Viehy Franeo and the Axis by war 
and by British bleed. Tkerefere the Brifish have, in accord- 
anee with the eld traditions, the seme rights as that ef the 
French, but aceerding to the principles of the new world, 
Lebanom is fer the Lebanese. 


6. De Gaulle should not forget that today France herself 
has neither existence nor independenee - except only in the 
Sensis ion of the Allies, in the nobleness of their prin- 
oiples, and in their desire to return to her integrity, in- 
dependence, and greatness. The French Committee is not a state 
in any sense. It does not inherit the authority of France 
herself. How does it inherit the mandate? 





7. De Gaulle should not forget, if he boasts today of 
having 400,000 soldiers to fight with the Allies and to save 
France, indeed he should not forget that most of his troops 


are from Arab Africa whose food comes from Britain and 
whose arms come from America. Does De Gaulle wish to res- 
tore Franee's independence with the blood of Arab soldiers 
while he violates Arab independence in the Lebanon with 
Senegalese bayonets and flouts Allied principles with their 
own arms and goods? 


8. If we go deeper into the matter we find that Syria 
and the Lebanom were taken by force from the Ottoman Turks 
with Arab and British swords and with the blood of the 
armies of the late King Hussain and of Lerd Allenby. Not 
a single drep of Freneh blood was shed for the salvation 
of the Lebanon. Therefore, the French have no right of con- 
quest in the Lebanon. 


9. Them we eome - if we revert to an older era- to | 
the betrayal by France - the Proteetor of the Christians 
in the m- of the Meronites. After interfering in 
the name ef this proteetion, she left the maronites to 
their fate under the gallows of Jamal Pasha, the assassin 
in the last Werld Wer, and left Jamal the hangman to assas- 
sinate their leaders by premeditated famine and hanging, 
for no reasen other than the fact that they were the pro- 
tege of Franee. While France was in a position to protect 
them, she refused to land an expedition to save the Lebanon. 
She 4164 net shed on Lebenon's day of geeks | a single drop 
of eh bleed ner saerifice a single French bone! After 
that trial and after the @ of the Christian Arabs were 

a by the light of Arab Moslem rule during Faisal's 
ig per - the new Christ of the Damascene Christians as 

sel was then called - and as you go back to the time of 

Ibn Al-Khatteabd and te older sources - and, as I said, after 
trying French rule in the Lebanon, the Maronite patriarch 


Freneh and net against the Moslems this time". The French 
sheuld thevefere pack up and leave the Lebanon. Their Sene- 
weuld be mere useful on another front restor- 
the ependence of France herself rather than violat- 
ing with their te the independence of the Lebanon for 
the freedem of whieh - and of similar lands - all the United 
Nations are fighting. 


TR: JNC/efg. 
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Lord Halifax called to see me today. He said he 
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had just had word that his Foreign office felt our 
statement on the Lebanon was excellent and that it 
pleased the British immensely. 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 


Mr. Paul Alling » ‘ 
Department of State 
Washington, D.:C. 


Dear Mr. Alling: 


You have no doubt received a report about the visit of th 
Arabian Princes to Princeton. While here, they were so impr 
by the work we are doing for the soldiers (we had a total of 86 
in the Arabic and 93 in the Turkish program) and by our collections 
ef Arabica and Islamica and by our Arabic press and its publications 
thet they promised to send us hitherto inaccessible reports and 
other publications on Arabia. On the day of their departure, they 
ent a word to the effect that they would put the copies in the 
hand of the American minister in Jidda and wondered if we could 
appraise you of that fact. If there is anything you can do to 
facilitate the transportation of this material for the benefit of 
our soldier-stude we would indeed be grateful to you. 














The intemperate and high-handed way in which the French 
authorities handled what should have perhaps been a more cautious 
procedure on the part of the Lebanese government produced a wave 
of disgust among our people here including those who have hitherto 
been blindly pro-rrench. To put under arrest the duly elected 
repr atatives of the people seems difficult to justify. Our 
French allies still act and behave as if they had a standing army 
of five million and as if they had never experienced the unfavorable 
reaction occasioned by the use of Senga se troops in the territories 
under their control. 














Mr. Baroody, who was acting commissioner in the Lebanon Pavilion 
at the World's Fairgajfis now helping in the Army program here, may 
prepare ae memorandum on this subject of which I would gladly send 
you a copy if you so desire. 





It was a pleasure to have sat almost next to Mrs. Alling at 
the Washington banquet and to have gained a glimpse of you at the 
other side of the table. 

With high regards, 


sincerely yours, 
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Decaiatie, 3, 


AIR WAIL 


No. GS 


To the 
@f#i0er in charge of the American Mission, 
Jidda. 


The Seeretary of State encloses a copy of a letter 
from Dr. Philip K. Hitti of Prineeton University, stating 


° that Amir Vaisal hae informed Dr. Hitti that he will make 
‘ 
py” available certain reports and publieations concerning 
Arabia. If Amir Faieal, upon his return, should request 
the Legation to tranemit such documents to Dr. Hitti, 
they may be forvarded in the pouch to the Department for 
delivery to Dr. Hitti. 
Melesure: 
DM» Copy of letter fren 


“> Dr. Phi. Kk. Hitti, 
a November 17, 1943. 


ne NE:WLPSEML =—-:12-3-43 
bf? ae 


nals 


22/00 ° 3068 


WH/ $2 


JUecember 6, 10438 
In reply refer to 
ug 


My dear Dr. Hitta: 


T have received your letter of November 17, 1943 
regarai: the ications whieh Amir Faisal and Asir 
Khalid stated would make available to . 


you. The 
tion at Jidda has been wested to tranemit these 
should Their 
ee so request. 


As regaras the Lebanese crisis, we had quite a busy 
time for a few days. As you know from the press, ve 
promptly made it clear to the French that we eould not 
epprove of or be asscciated with the drastic repressive 
meneures of the French authorities at Beirut and expected 

0 thes to be corrected. ‘The British took the same view, 
a] =e pres " wane impetiate affeativences, given their 
, e @ position in Near - We are continuing 
gar” de Foakae Sovalapounte Valg siaeniy” dad T cortoiote tops 
that things will work out satisfactorily. We should be 
very glad oe which Mr. Baroody may 
prepare on s on. 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Wastern Affairs 


ce eal 


Philip K. Hatta, Ph.D. , 
Departaent of Oriental Languages and Literatures, 
Princeton University, 
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To the 


Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 


Montevideo. 


The Secretary of State encloses the original and 
translation of a cablegram dated November 17, 1943 
addre a to the President by Mr. Jorge Azar, President 
of the Syrian-Lebanese Community of Montevideo, Uruguay, 
re the recent crisia in Lebanon. If no objection 
ie perceived, the Officer in Charge is requested to reply 
along the following lines: 





On November 29, 1941 the Department, in a statement 
to the pr » Welcomed the proclamations of independence 
of Lebanon and Syria as a step toward the realization of 
the natural and pirations of the Le! 








people have alwgys sympathized, for the fyll enjoyment of 
sovereign inde - Following the recent events in 
Lebanon, this ernment promptly made its position known 
to the french Committee of National Liberation in Algiers 
im accordance with ite established pelicy. It was made 
Glear thet thie Governsent hoped that the French and 
Lebanese could reach some agreement, which would allow the 
Lebanese people full independence, bearing always 1n mind 
the military exigencies of the situation. 





For the further information of the Officer in Charge 
there is enclosed herewith a copy of a press release issued 
by the Department on November <6, 1943. 


Enclosures: 


1. Cablegram of November 17, 
1943 from Mr. Jorge Azar, 
President of the Syrian- 
Lebanese Community of 
Montevideo, with tranela- 
tion. 


~~ 2+ Press Release of 


November 26, 1943. 
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Y «Dispersion of Peaceful Demonstrat Ps 
Legation by French Troops, November 12, 
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I have nef to refer to the Department's 
telegrams nos. /27 ‘of Novembor 19, 9 p.m., and/282 of 
November 19, 12 dnight, and to tho Legation's tele- 
grams nos. 313 Af November 13, 11 p.m, and/325 of 
Wovember 21, 10 a.m., regarding the dispersion of a 
crowd of peaceful demonstrators bofore the Legation 
by Prench troops. L 


Since there are divers discrepancies and conflicts 
of fact in the various eyewitness accounts I have heard, 
I transmit herewith « momorandum propared by Third 
Secretary Witman immediately afterwards as probably the 
most reliable report on the "incident". 


“= 
Ss 
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aS 
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2 


I also attach a number of pertinent photographs, 
captioned on tho reverse vy Third Secrotary Henry and 
divided into groups and subjects according to the ac- 


companying table. 


Ae indicated in the caption of each photograph, 
some were taken by a British Army Photography Unit and 
some by Third Secretary David Henry with his personal 
camera. The latter are, of course, available for any 
disposition which the Department may care to make of 
them; but the former should not be reloased for any but 
the most confidential use, because the tegen has 80 
promised the British Army authorities. If the Depart- 
ment should wish to publish some of the Army pictures, 
permission could pro y be most expeditiously secured 
through the British oun. at Washington. 


rel = 2 Nur 
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Respectfully yours, 






IWSd 


closures: mes fy alg? 

5 Memorandum. 

j 2. List of photographs - 
3. Photographs. QW. A’ © ‘ , , 


; pr ( 


(Enclosure no. 1 to despateh no. 230 from the American 
Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, dated December 11, 1943.) 


MEMORANDUM 


November WW, 1943. 


This morning by about 12:30, an orderly crowd of 
from 500 to 600, composed of approximately 200 of the 
leading women of the city (the leaders of whom were at 
the moment in Mr. Wadsworth's office), joined by some 
350 boys and miscellaneous street people, plus a dele- 
gation of about 75 political and business leaders (whose 
leaders were also inside the building, awaiting an in- 
terview with Mr. Wadsworth), had gathered in front of the 
Legation, overflowing down the front steps, into the 
garden and onto the street. From time to time they were 
addressed in Arabic by one of their leaders, speaking 
from the wall of the Legation garden; the response to 
the speeches was cheers and applause from the crowd. 


Suddenly two French Army troop-carrying lorries 
drove up, each containing 16-20 black troops and 2 or 3 
white French noncoms. All were fully armed with machine 
guns, bayonnetted rifles or drawn revolvers. 


The overflow crowd in tho streets quickly dispersed 
into the Legation gardens or up and down the street, under 
the threat of aimed and manned machine guns in beth direc- 
tions, while black troops with riflés and bayonnettes 
took up a menacing guard in front of the Legation build- 
ing ~- witheut, however, penetrating into the property. 


The women meantime had for the most part gathered 
in the garden behind the wall, insulting and spitting 
(even the best of them) at the troops, and screaming that 
the Senegalese would shoot. No actual shot was fired near 
the Legation (although Mr. Gwynn said he had heard machine 
guns firing just before). 


I immediately made my way through the crowd and went 
up to the white French driver of one of the trucks (who 
kept a drawn revolver pointed at me while I spoke; I was 
also surrounded by Senegalese with rifles). 


I asked him if there was an officer with them; he 
said no. I asked him under whose orders they had ¢ 
the American Legation, and he said that they had orders 
to disperse all manifestations. I asked him if they 
realised that this was the American Legation, and he gave 
me the same indifferent reply as before. Another French- 
man came up to me with what looked like a sub-machine gun 
which he pointed at my feet while he talked, telling me 
the same thing as the other. I replied that this crowd 
was friendly and orderly, and had come to express its 
views to us peacefully -- but what I said was neither 
listemed to nor noticed, while the black soldiers con- 
tinued to menace the stragglers of the crowd. 





to 


When 


When the street itself was quite clear, although 
some 200 or more still inside the wall of the garden, 
still hissing and insulting the French, the troops 
climbed back into their trucks and made off -- with 
their machine guns and rifles sh 2 pointed directly 


i 
eat the women in the garden and at myself (alone with 
our policeman) in the street. 


« 


Fortunately the entire tncident was fully photo- 
graphed by the British and 0.8. war correspondents whi 
had arrived before it ‘took place. 


As I returned te the Legation, several of the most 

t women (wife of the foreign minister; Madame 

Jaoques Tabet; Madame Evelyn Boustres) in Beirut rushed 
te @ell we that this bru incident was proof in itself 
of the story they came to tell us. 


Incidentally, the delegation of prominent  porsceages 
later visited General Spears, who requested Mackensie to 
obtain the details of the above for him. 


(Enclosure no. 2 to despatch no. 230 from the American 
Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, dated December 11, 1943.) 


DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS TRANSMITTED BY ABOVE DESPATCH 


Group I. BACKGROUND 


A. Parliament Square the morning of November ll, a few 
hours after the arrest of the Lebanese President 
and Government. 


T.A-l. 


I.A.2. 


I.A.35. 
I.A.4. 


T.A.5. 


General view of squere looking north toward 
clock tower in center. Lebanese gondarmes 
in background. (Not completely certain 

this picture taken morning of November 11.) 


French Senegalese troops under white non- 
coms on guard. Parliament pbuilding in right 
background. Person working in Shell Build- 
ing in left baekground steted that machine 
guns were mounted on the roof. Camera faces 
wost. 


View similar to I.A.2 


Looking east toward watching crowd. Note 
soldier in foreground. 


Soldier in foreground same as one in T.A.4. 
and slightly visible in I.A.2.- and I.A.5. 
Note automatic rifle of ancient type and 
fixed bayonets of other soldiers. Parliamnt 
pufiding in background. 


B. The street before President Bechars ol Kioury's 
residence, November 11. 


I.B.1. 


Rue Kantari showing in distance crowd 
gathered in front of President's house 
during the day of his arrest. This spot 
was a constant scene of activity during 
the whole duration of the "crisis". 


C. Various views of downtown Beirut taken during the 
period of the troubles. 


I.Cc.1- 


I.C.2. 


I.€.5- 


I.C.4. 


French troops on guard at Bab Edris, behind 
the Delegation General. Note the barbed 
wato>baricades. 


Rue Mearad. See I.C.5. for close-up of 
street corner in far right background. 


Corner of Avenue Weygand and rue Allenby, 
a continuation of rue Maarad (See I.C.2.)- 
This scene shows far less activity than 
is normal. 


The front of the “Petit Serail", contral 
seat of the Lebanese Government. Lebanese 
gendarmes on duty. 


I.C.5. Bast side of "Petit Serail” showing burnt- 
out French Army truck, destroyed by 
demonstrators. 


I.¢.6. Burnt-out Prench Army truck on the Avenue 
Weygand. Note that it has been strippod 
of everything movable of value. 


D. Arrival of British Minister of State Casey at Beirut, 
November 13. 


I.D.1. General Spears, British Minister, greeting 
Mr. Casey at the airport. General Spears! 
aide, Captain Stokes in background. 


I.D.2. Mr. Casey chatting with Brigadier Hutchins, 
British Military Attaché and deputy chief 
of the Spears Mission, and Brigadier Clayton, 
Chief of Middle East Intelligence. 


I.D.3.. Brigadier Clayton, General Spears, Mr. Casey, 
and Brigadier Hutchins. 


I.D.4. Mr. Casey and General Spears. 


Group II. PRELIMINARY 
A. Demonstrators on their way to the Legation. 


II.A.1. Members of the Arab Feminist League, which 
includes several women's organizations, in 
the foreground. The woman in white is Mme. 
Camille Shamoun, wife of the arrested 
Minister of Interior. On her left is 
Mme. Michel Zakkour, wife of a deceased 
former Minister of Interior. 


II.A.2. Woman at left in the second row of women 
is Mme. Hitti, sister-in-law of 
Professor Philip Hitti of Princeton. 


B. General view of Legation and street where incident 
took place. 


II.B.1. the crowd was partly within and partly 
outside this wall when the French troops 
arrived. No French soldier entered the 
gate, which was open at the time, probably 
opened by these who fled inside the Legation 
grounds at the approach of the troops. 


C. Delegates of women's societies waiting inside Legation 
to see Mr. Wadsworth. 


II.C.1. Some of these women are Moslems who were 
unveiled for the first time that day. 


D. Notables arriving. 
II.D.1. These men are Lebanese notables and delegates 


of men's organizations. Former Prime Minister 
Ahmed Daouk in foreground facing camera. 


-8- 


E. Crowd waiting outside Legation gates. 


II.E.1. While delegates and notables came inside 


the Legation, the rest of the demonstrators 
waited outside. The gates were closed to 
prevent too great an inflow from spoiling 
the Legation garden. 


II.E.2. Same as I.E.1. Noto that Lebanese gendarmes 


were on duty and that the crowd was entirely 
peaceful. 


F. Various notables addressing crowd. 


II.F.1. One leader after another stood at tho 


Legation wall to make a short speech 
to the crowd in tho street below. 


II.F.2. The speaker in this instance is Emile 


Lahhoud, deputy from Mount Lebanon (in 
white). 


I1.F.3. Tne speaker in this instence is Rashid 


Beydoun, deputy from South Lebanon. 


Group III. ARRIVAL OF THE TROOPS 


III.1. 


III.2. 


TII.5- 


III.4. 


TII.5. 


TI1.6. 


First appearance of troop laden truck in 
front of the Legation. Soldiers have not 
yet dismounted snd crowd does not realize 
that it is to be "dispersed". 


Troops jump from their truck and charge the 
crowd which scatters in all directions, 
many into the Legation grounds. Within a 
few seconds the street is almost clear. 


The demonstrators have scattered and the 
scene looks almost tranquil. Note the 
French (not black) soldier in the rear of 
the truck has his rifle pointed directly 
at the cameraman. 


This shot was apparently taken at slmost 

the same instant as III.5. Mnird Secretary 
William Witman is talking to the French non- 
commissioned officer who is driving the truck 
(see his memorandum transmitted by the above 
despatch) - 


French troops have remounted their truck 
preparatory to departure. Third Secreteries 
William Witman and David Henry are talking 
in the foreground. The truck in the back- 
ground is probably that of the British Army 
Photography Unit which took this picturs.- 


{The troop truck deperting. Note that several 
of the soldiers kept their guns trained until 
the last moment. 


= #< 


group IV. SUBSEQUENT SIMILAR BUT MORE SERIOUS INCTDEN 
BEFORE BRITISH LEGATION. 


A. Demonstrators gathered before British Legati 
(Spears Mission) gates before troops arrived: 


IV.A.1. 


IV.A.2- 


IV-A.5- 


Peaceful crowd, consisting mostly sf 
atudonts, outside tlle barbed wire which 
protects the British Legation. ybte the 
white-turbaned Druze leader in fsroeground. 


Student demonstrators surround and cheer 
Druze Qadi Milhem Hamdan, the contral 
figure in black gown and traditional 
white turban of the Druges. 


Druze judge Milhem Hamdan addressing 
student demonstrators. 


B. Arrival of General Spears, British Minister. 


IV-Bel. 
IvV.B.2. 
IV.B.35. 


Cc. After the 


Iv.c.l. 


Iv.C.2- 


DEH/pk 


Student demonstrators cheer as Generel 
Spears arrives in his car. 


Close-up of the British Minister with 
the crowd in the background. 


General Spears reviewing the Legation 
guard. 


French troops fired on the crowd. 


Carrying away one of the several wounded 
students. Only one was seriously hurt. 


The bloodstained shoes of one of the 
wounded. The holgs are presumably from 
bullets. The troops luter claimed that 
they fired down at the pavement, whence 
the bullets apparently ricocheted. 
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I.D.4. 
Taken by british Army Photography Unit. 
QONFITENTIAL. See Beirut despatch No. 230, 
December 11, 1043. 


Arrival of British Minister of State Casey 


a4 Beirut, November 15. 


‘Mr. Casey and General Spears. 


T.D.3., 









I.Dsd. 

by Britieb rt Paotography Unit. 
or lly 19438. 

val of Britis Minister of State Gaesy 

Novesber 15. 


Brigadier Clayton, General Spears, Mr. 
and Brigatier’ i Matehins. 
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a] on by sritt eh Armay Photography Unit. 
COMPITERTIAL. See Beirut despatch No. 230, 
December 11, 1943. 


Avrival of British Minister of State Casey 
‘gt Beirut, November 13, 

General Spears, British Minister, greeting 
. ‘Me. Casey at the airport. General Spears! 
- @tde, Captain Stokes in background. 
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Britian Militery Attaché and deputy chief of 
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pn by British Army Photography Unit. 
See eirut despateh No. 230, 


ived of British Minister of State Casey 
Ca chatting with Brigadier Hutchins, 


the Speere Mission, and Brigadier Cleyton, 


_ Chtef of Middle East Intelligence. 
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1.0.4. 


Taken by eg Army Photography Unit. 
CONFIDENTIAL. See Beirut despatch No.250 


of December 11, 1043. 


Various views of downtown Beirut taken 
@uring the period of the troubles. 

The front of the "Petit Serial", central 
. seat of tho Lebanese Government. Lebanese 
>» _ gendarmes on duty. 
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I.C.5- 


Taken vy British Army Photography Unit. 
CONFIDENTIAL. See Beirut despatch No.250 
of December 11, 1945. 


Various views of downtown Beirut taken 
during the poriod of the troubles. 

Corner of Avenue Weygand and rue Allenby, 
e continuation of rue Maared (See I.C.2-) 
This scene shows fer less activity than 
4a normal. 


os9t 4 


I.0.2. 


‘maken, Britiah Army Photography Unit. 
Be] a See : i 


{ NTIAL. Beirut despatch No.230 
f December 11, 1045. 












Various views of downtown Boirut. taken 
ng the period of the troubles. 

Rue Mearad. See I.C.5. for close-up of 
et corner in far right background. 
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“ Baelosuée No. 3 to Beirut Despatch 
No. 250 dated December 11, 1943. 


IV. A. Demonstra: gathered before British 
Leravicn (apeate Mission) gates before 


troops art 











IV Ad. 


Taken oy British Army Photography Unit. 
GOUFTIENTIAL. See Beirut despatch No. 230, 
Dacembor 41, 1943. 


® traters gethered before british 
Sion (fpears Mission) gates before troops 


etal crowd, eqmeisting mostly of 
e@uteide the barbed wire which 
the British seaetion. Hote the 
Druse leader in foreground. 
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faken by British army Photography Unit. 
COWPIDENTIAL. See Beirut despatch No. 
230 of December 11, 1943. 


Parlianent Square the arosing of November 
il, « few ge efter the arrest of the 
Lebanese President and Government. 

; : view of square looking north 
toward — hha in ap coe ttt pa 
gen@armes in background. (Ho completely 
certain this picture taken morning of 
November 11.) 


a. A. SF. 










wc"Mhy atten Biter afthe"Gaatease oF 
sy & Lou eeitae. arrest o 
the Lebanese Pres t and Government. 


““peldter in ae — pane as one in 


Dead. and slignte. visible in I.a.2- and 


I.A.3. Note automatic rifle of ancient 
type and fixed bayonets of other soldiers. 
Parliament building in background. 





jigpd 


T.A.4. 


Taken by British Army Photography Unit. 
QONPIDENTIAL. See Bélrut despatch No.230 
of December 11, 1943. 


Parliament Square the morning of Novem- 
ber 11, a few hours after the arrest of 
the Lebanese President and Government. 

Looking east toward watching crowd. 
Note soldier in foreground. 
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Enclosure No. 5 to Beirut despatch 
No. 230 dated December 11, 19m, 


Iv.B. Arrival of General Spears, 
British Minister. 
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Enelesure No. 3 ¥0, Reiyut deapaton 
Ro. 230 dated Desember 11, 1945. 


11,4. Demonstraters on their way to the Legation. 
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, Ne. 280 dated December 11, 1945. 


Bly. Generel view of Legation and street wher 
eee inerdea took place’ “ 
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Il.P.2. 


Taken by British Army Photography Unt t. 


» Seo Beirut itespatch No.230 
of December 11, 1943. 


Various notables addressing crowd. 
Tue speeker in this instance is Emile 
» Geputy from Mount Lebanon (in 











IT.E.1. 


Taken by Boreign Service Officer David 
Henry. Seo Beirut despatch No. 240 of 
December 11, 1943. 


Crowd waiting outside Legation gates. 

While delegates and notables came 
inside the Legation, the rest of the 
demonstrators waited outside. The gates 
were closed to prevent too great an 
inflow from spoiling the Legation garden. 


ru 


II.E.2. 


Taken by, Foreign Service Officer David 
Heonrys860 Beirut despatch No. 230 of 
December 11, 1943. 


Crowd waiting outside Legation gates. 

Same as I.E.1. Note that Lebanese 
geondarmes were on duty and that the crowd 
was ontirely peaceful. 
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Tir... 


Faken by British Army Photography Unit. 
GONFIDENTIAL. See Beirut despatch No.230 
gf Desember 11, 1943. 


_ French troops have remounted their 
truck preparatory to departure. Third 
Seoreteries William Witman and David Henry 
are in the foregromdé. The truck 
im the ba ound is probably that of the 
British army Photography Unit which took 
this picture. 


: 





TIT.6. 
Bere Bak esse Service Officer Devid. 
7 t deapaten No. 230 of 
oetier 11, 1943. 


fe troop truck departing. Note that 


@everal of the soldiers kept their guns 


trained until the last moment. 
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IJI.3é. 


Taken by British Army Photography Unit. 
CONFIDENTIAL. See Beirut despatch No.230 
of December 11, 1943. 


The demonstretors have scettored end 
the scene looks almost trenquil. Note the 
Pronch (not black) soldier in the reer of 
the truck has his rifle pointed directly 
&t the cameraman. 


III.4. 


Taken by Horeten Service Officer David 
Henry. See Beirut despatch No. 2350 of 
December 11, 1943. 


This shot wes apparently taken et 
almost the seme instent as III.%3. Third 
Secretary William Witman is talking to 
the French non-commissioned officer who 
is driving the truck (see his memorgndum 
transmitted by the above despstch). 
























: rw. 1. 

y Britii, Aray Fnesoar aphy Unit. 
TL. O69 Beirut sana tah No. 230, 
2a, “yas. 

the Prenoh troops fired on the 


‘one of the sveral wounded 
one Was seriously hurt. 


[ose T¥ 60.8. 


by British army Protegre Onit. 
SETIAL. See iio No. 240, 
eo i ives. 










to bicvtesetned: thoes of one of the 
muded. The beles are presumebdly from - 
Liets. The troops later Stained. that 
Suey tired deen at the pevement, sense 
he vuilate apperentiy Tigbehe ted. 
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faram no./1l2 of June 8, 4 Pele, 1944, 
6 i I had the honar to report the signature at Damascus on 
gal’ June 5, by the French Delegate Gensral and representa- 
rf Aa tives of the Syrian and Lobanesoe Governments, of a 
qv Joint Deelaration to the effect that the negotiations, 
undertaken under the Franco-Syrian-Lebanese Accord of 
December 22, 1943 for the transfer of the Common In- 
terests Services, had reached "happy conclusion". 


-1./00°306~ 


VY This Declaration, of whicn copy is enclosed, sets 
forth that "the ensemble of these services, effective- 
ly transferred to the Syrian Republic and to the Leban- 
ese Republic, are henceforth placed under their author- 
ity". It then adds: "as to the transfer of the Army 

and of the services of the streté, the current negotia- 
) tions are continuing petween the two parties." 


vel 












Qn the second of these two matters of unfinished 
pusiness, the negotiations al reachod happy conclu- 
sion by signature on July 7 gf tho transfer agreements 
veported in my telegram no./142 of July 12, 5 pem. On / 
the subject of the transfer of the Army (Troupes Spe- 
ciales) they are continuing, in an atmosphere more of- 
ten stormy then encouraging, as reported in my tole- 
4 a 52 of July 4, 6 p.m. and despateh no./432 of 


+a revert to the latter of these two special 






ter in the present despatch. My imnediate 

to bring up-to-date and recapitulate, in 80 
pilable information permits, the record of és 
ed services reported in my airgram A-7 of Feb- 
PB peme, despatch no. $07 of March 1 and tele- 
12 of June 8, 4 Poem. * S 


gre 


eis: van 

= as L. }. purpose can, I believe, best be served by re- 

4 i items by categories indicative of action 

ae . y Within each category, enronologically by 

_\ dates of transfer whon transfer has been effected. this 
4s done in the following table. The services there be 
ed as Common Interests (C.Ie) are those shown on the 5 

ee (1943) French-prepared Common Interests Budget (see page 

19 of report enclosed with despatch no. 507 of March ry. 


Table: 
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(Despatch no. 455, July 27, 


a) sorties etc. transferred 
oin' fe] ie [e] ates: 
Customs Administration 
Control of Tobacco Monopoly 
Lighthouses Service 
Finencial Contrel (Franco-British- 
Syrian-Lebanese Financial Accord) 
Economic Services 
Financial Service 
Treasury Agency 
Powder Permits Office 
Pharmaceutical office 
Control of Assets of Foreign Ex- 
change Office 
Control of Foreign Exchange Office 
Control of Foreign Exchange 
Office of Patents, Trademarks and 
Copyrights 
Inspection of Posts and Telegraphs 
Sanitary and Veterinary Police 
Quarantine Service 
Control of Exploitation of Railways 
and Beirut Port 


b) Services, otc. transferred 
separately to the two States: 


Presa Censorship 

Distribution of Newsprint 

Control of Concessionary Companies 
other than Railways and Beirut Port 

Geological Section (Mines) 

Control of Automobiles and Tires 

Metoorological Service 

Passive Defense (A.R.P.) 

Bedouin Control (to Syria) 

Antiquities Service 

Sareté General 





Inspection of Public Works 
Execution of Public Works Program 
Social Section 

Inspection of Public Instruction 
General Administrative Services 
Apniasts Lett 7s Personnel of the 


Manda 
Persorme] and Material of the 
French Delegation General 


Services retained by Fremam au 
hori ties Witn assent of Bes 
Enemy Property Custodian 
Anti-Rabies Institute 


eo) Services retained b 
i under CiscussiGn? 
Broadcasting Service (Radio Levant) 
Tripoli O11 Refinery 

office of War Economy 

Trpoupes Speciales (Army) 






a) 






' 


Nature of 
Service 


Celi. 
w 


Other 


Cele 
" 


Other 
c.I. 


Other 
n 


33 a 


Other 


I. 


NS 2 83s 


C.Ie (2) 
V2) 
Other 
Cale 


1944, Betrut) 


Date of Protocol 
Transfer Submitted 
Jan. 3 Encl. @ 
uw 3 ” 3 
e S Ld 4 
Despatch 
" 25 no. 297 
Feb. 4 Enel. 5 
" 4 " 6 
Li 4 " 6 
"4 ¥ 6 
Mar.14 " 7 
Apr. 15 " 8 
19 ui 9 
n 8 nD 
June 3 e i2 
® r+) bil 12 
" 3 bd 13 
" 3 14 
" 5 " 15 
Dec.12 None 
n 15 LT 
Jan. 5 Encl.16 
Fob. 4 ee 
uid 4 is 17 
ud 4 u 17 
# 4/5 " 1s 
Apr. 6 " 19 
June 3 "20 
July 7 e221 





AIR MAIL -3- 


(Despatch no. 455, July 27, 1944, Reirvt) 


The references listed in the final column of the 
table are, with one oxception, enclosures submitted 
with the present despatch. Some are submittod in Eng- 
lish translation, others in the original Frencn, for I 
have not wished further to delay transmission of this 
despatch to await thoir translation. 


It will be noted that a total of 40 di: ferent ser- 
vices, etc. are shown to have been involved in *he dis- 
cussions. Seventeen have been transferred to the Sistos 
for their joint administration (in some instances for 
probable later segregation); end ten are transferred 
for separate administration in each State. Seven have 
been abolished as Cormon Interests services, although 
in some instances (e.g. public works and public instruc- 
tion) each State will maintain its own service and "in- 
spection". Two have been retained by the French suchor- 
ities with the assent of the States; and four are stiil 
under discussion. 


A word of explanation is desirable regarding the 
two services retained by the French authorities with 
the assent (unwritten, I am informed) of the States. 
The Enemy Property Custodian's office was so retained 
at General Catroux's special insistence, provisionally 
as a war measure, because by far the largest part of the 
sequestered property 1s owned by Frenchmen or French in- 
terests in metropolitan France. And the Anti-Rabies In- 
stitute 1s reported to be simply a serum-laboratory oper- 
ated by the Medical School of the French (Jesuit) Univer- 
sity in Beirut which, because of its public service, had 
been modestly subsidized from the Common Interests bud- 
get. 


More detailed treatment will probably be fore of 
interest in the cases of the four "services" listed as 
"retained by the French but still under discussion". 
Retention of the first three does not appear to impinge 
in any substantial manner on the exercise of Lebanese 
or Syrian sovereignty, as will be seen from the follow- 
ing brief exposition of the issues involved. 


First listed is the Broadcasting Service (Radio 
Levant). The installation, located near Beirut, in- 
cludes the only radio broadcasting station in Lobanon. 
Its construction was completed by the French mandatory 
authorities a year before the war with funds (amount un- 
disclosed) drawn from the Common Interests Resorve. 


Further, the operating expenses of the subsequently 
established "Information and Radio-Broadcasting Sorvice 
were defrayed during the years 1940-1943, inclusive,from 
the Common Interests Budget (see page 15 of appendix D 
to report enclosed with despatch no. 307 of March 1). 

In the latter year these exponses were budgeted at 
slightly more than $200,000. 


In the latter year also (see page 63 of the same 
report) the Free Frencn authorities, whose local propa- 
ganda interests have been well served by their control 


of 
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of the station, repaid from tiveir own funus to the Gom- 
won Interests Reserve the construction cost of the sta- 
tion. Consequently, the French Dolegetion Genoral now 
claims rightful ownership thereof. 


This claim is contested by the Lebanose Govorn- 
ment (see telegram no. 144 of July 17, noon). ‘The lat- 
ter holds that the station should now be transferred, 
not only on the technical ground of its Common Intoar- 
ests origin but also on the broader political ground 
that it is unseemly that the only radio-broadcasting 
service in a friendly state be controlled by a foreign 
power. 


The second retained "service" 1s that of the Tri- 
poli O11 Refinery. Althougn similarly constructed 
(during the late summer of 1940) by the French author- 
ities with funds drawn from the Common Intere ‘ts Re- 
serve, it seems probable that such funds have »een re- 
paid and all operating expenses defrayod from oy tret- 
ing profits. The issue as between the reo French and 
the Lebanese Government is somewhat the same as in the 
case of Radio Levant, but rather as to which shall re- 
ceive future operating profits than ss to direct owner- 
ship. 


Neither government nor Free Fronch regime appears 
to question seriously the claim of the Syrian Petroleum 
Company (subsidiary of the Iraq Petroleum Company) that, 
under an agreement concluded with the French authori- 
ties in 1939, the refinery should rightfully pass in 
due course under its ownership in return for payment 
made in the form of crude oil deliveries. An interost- 
ing discussion of) this aspect of the matter will be 
found on pages G}-63 of the above-mentioned report and 
in josrtches nos. 421 and 554 of September 24 and 
Novem>or 14, 1942. 


‘ue third-listed retained "service" is that of 
the Office of War Economy, established in 1942 by de- 
cree of the Free French Delegate General as “a public 
inatitution enjoying legal standing and financial auto- 
nomy" (see Commercial Attach$'s report no. 25 of May 14, 
1943). It was "t® encourage the development of the 
economic contribution of Syria and Lebanon to the Al- 
lied war.effort" and was authorized to establish and/or 
operate appropriate enterprises. 


To these onds the Office was granted a capital 
(undis:’osod \..t said to approximate one million Syro- 
»ounds--say $400,000) from the Comnon Inter- 
este Resexve. 1 1945 this capital was repaid from 
Freneh funds, as wore the above-mentioned, similarly- 
undisclosed construction costs of Radio Levant and the 
Tripoli O11 Refinery. 





As explained to me by the Syrian Foreign Ministor 
and the Director of the Lebanese Foreign Ministry, the 
principal question et issue in this connection was 


whether 
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whether the Office should be dissolved. Goth Govern- 
ments appear to havo held that, with effectivo acquisi- 
tion of Syrian and Lebanese indepondence, the functions 
for which the Office wus establisned had bocome, as of 
right and duty, primarily their concern--a right which 
they would wish, #s a contribution to the Allied war 
effort, to exercise in close cooperation with the Al- 
lied authorities. 


This question of principle has, I gather, beon 
settled to the satisfaction of the two Governments by 
verbal agreemont with the French to the effect that 
the various activities of the Office shall be hence- 
forth conducted on a strictly commercial basis and 
that the Office itself shall be treated as a privato 
commercial venture. There remains in dispute the Gov- 
ernment's claim that 100-odd automobiles and certain 
other items and materials, purchased with funds drawn 
against the Office's initial capital, should be turned 
over to them. 


The remaining French-retained service, that of 
the Troupes Speciales (or Army), is a subject merit- 
ing treatment in separate despatcn. A reviow of the 
chief questions at issue was given in my telegram no. 
132 of July 4, 6 pom. It reported inter alia that on 
July 1 General Beynet, the French Delegate General, 
had departed for Algiers to seek new instructions in 
the matter. 


On July 13 General Beynet returned to Boirut, but 
he has not as yet reopened the negotiations--first be- 
cause he was greeted on arrival by a minor crisis aris- 
ing out ef Syro-Lebanese opposition to traditional "man- 
datory® observance of Bastille Day (see my telegram no. 
143 of July 15, 2 p.m.) and subsequently because of ris- 
ing tension in Franco-British relations (telegram no. 
150 of July 25, 9 peme)- 


To the Syrian Government especially, this question 
of the transfer of the Troupes Speciales (or, perhaps 
better, their conversion into a "Syrian National army") 
1s of highest-priority importance; for to official 
thinking and enlightened public opinion alike it is 
the acid test of the Government's success in its seven- 
months-long negotiations with the French to effect 
transfer of the attributes of sovereignty to "indepen- 
dent" Syria. This aspect of the matter was developed 
in considerable detail in my despatoh no. 432 of July 5. 


In the concluding paragraphs of that despatch I 
ventured to discuss briefly the implications of these 
various transfers and related devslopments, as affect- 
ing the question of the propriety of the Department's 
raising the rank of its diplotiatic representative from 
Diplomatic Agent to Minister Plenipotentisry. Further 
discussion of the same question was submitted in my 
telegram no. 149 of July 25, 5 p.m. reporting Soviet 
recognition of Syrian independence and intention to ex- 
change ministers with Syria and Lebanon. It is hoped 


that 
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that the material submitted in the »sresent despatch 
may be of some further assistance to the Department 
when considering this now long-mooted question. 


There has been--to refer to the Department's in- 
portant telegram no. 220 of August 22, 2 peme, 1943-- 
an effective transfer of substantial authority and 
power to the new governments wiich came into being 
with the -successful reestablishment almost a yoar ago 
of constitutional regimes in the two statos@ And it 
may well be argued that technically, except for lim- 
tations necessitated by conditions of war resulting 
from the presence of Allied arms, the now governments 
are in possession of the machinery of state and are 
administering the government with thé assent of the 
peoples as voiced by their duly elected parliamentary 
representatives. 


It is true that mucn of that machinery is ill- 
adapted to the needs of a modern state and is guided 
by hands of little exporience; that civil service, 
parliamentarians and ministers are in far too large 
@ proportion wanting in developed sense of duty and 
responsibility to the public; that judicial, adminis- 
trative, financial, electoral and other reforms are 
of pressing import; that sectionalism confessional 
representation (especially in Lebanon} and tribal or 
feudal affiliations make for distressingly divided 
loyalties; and that enforcement agencies are 4ll- 
equipped for the difficult task of maintaining law 
and order in a land where at least half the male pop- 
ulation is armed and where venality is all too common 
among public and office holders alike. 


It is also true that French pretentions and pre- 
sumed ambitions, complicated by disturbing Franco- 
British frictions and rivalries, render future poli- 
tical relationships uncertain; that Pranco-British di- 
rection of the important Cereals Office (0.C.P.) and 
strong British influence supplementing M.E.S.C. con~ 
trols limit the states' freedom of action in the field 
of war economy; that French influence in foreign ex- 
change and currency matters renders 4llusory any claim 
to true independence in that field; that French offi- 
cials still retain their former posts, although with 
dwindling influence, in government administrations; 
and that French arms, were it not for those of Britain, 
might well be the final arbiter of events to come. 


But a substantial beginning has been made. The 
new governments are jealous of their newly acquired 
authority and power. The achievements of the last 
year have been striking. And, al though threatened by 
these many and various cross currents of conflicting 
internal and external interests, the future offers 
fair promise. For the juridical position of a people 
emerging from A-mandatory status is sound; the princi- 
ple of "the rignt of all peoples to choose the form 


of 
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of government under which they will live" is not dead; 
and the rising forces of Arab nationalism and Arab Unity 
are militating strongly in favor of retention and con- 
solidation of acquired sovereignty. 


Pinally-<-to complete my reference to the Depart- 
ment's telegram in question--these governments would 
now appear to ve in a position to fulfil and willing to 
affirm their readiness to meet the international obli- 
gations and responsibilities inculsbent upon a sovereign 


state under treaties and international law, though I be- 


lieve they would find considerable difficulty in defin- 
1 fully the scope of their obligations and responsi- 
bilitios as de facto successors of mandatory France. 


ee eceeoererenesescerre 


I realize that this despatch is incomplete, in 
that analytical disoussion mignt well be added of a 
mumber of the 27 transferred “services, etc." listed 
im the tabular outline given on page 2, notably with 
respect to the three agreements concerning foreign ex- 
change control and to the protocol providing for the 
transfer of the important Sfreté Générale services. I 
shall endeavor to repair these omissions in later 
reports. 


Respectfully yours, 


bo Wadsworth 


Enclosures: 
1) "Joint Declaration" of June 
S, 1044; and ' 
2-21$ 20 protocols and agree- 
+ inte, listed on page 2e 
Original and hectograph to Department 


Distribution: 


Aneri can, rt la tr Algiers; 
The Honorable R. D. Murphy, Naples; 
&morican Iegation, Damascus. 
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Aik MAIL Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch Wo. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


DECLARATION COMMUNE 


Aux termes de l'accord intervenu le 22 Décembre 
1943 entre le Générel d'armée CATROUX, Commissaire 
2’Etat en mission et les Représentants des Gouverne- 
ments Syrien.et Libanais, des négociations avaient 
6té entreprises pour procéder au transfert des Ser- 
vices G'intérét Conmun. 


Ces négociations sont arrivées & une heureuse 
es, conclusion et l'ensemble de ces services, affective- 
ment transféré & la République Syrienne et A la Ré- 
blique Libanaise, se trouve aésormais placés sous 
eur autorité. 


Quant 4 la passation de l'armée et des services 
de la SGreté, les pourparlers actuellement en cours 
se poursuivent entre les deux parties. 


Damas le 5 Juin 1944. 


Signed by: Beynet 
Riad es-80lh 
Saadsllah el 
Djabri 
Ganil Marden 


Bey 
Khaled El Asm 


1 














¢ Pox the convenkence of the reader, there 

ba to this document a co; of the Franco-S8yrian- 
of December 22, 1045, together with a 

“. note addressed to General Ca- 

, 1943 by the Syrian and Lebanese 


yor 
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AIR MAIL Annex no. 1 to 
Enclosure no. 1 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from Amefican Legation, Beirut, Lobanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


REPUBLIQUE SYRIENNE 
Ministere des Affaires Etranéres 


Le Général d'armée CATROUX, Cormissaire d'Etat 
en mission s'est entretenu aujourd'hui avec L.LeE-E. 
Saadallah Bey Djabri, Président du Conseil, Djémil 
Bey Mardam, Ministre des Affaires Etrunggres, Khaled 
Bey Azem Ministre des Finances, Représentants du Gouv- 
ernement Syrien, et L.L.E.E. Riad Bey Solh, président 
du Conseil, Ministre des Finances et $6lim Bey Takla, 
Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, Représentants du 
Gouvernement Libanais. 


Les $changes de vue se sont voursuivis dans un 
atmosphSre d'entiare cordialité et de comprénension 
réciproque en présence de S.E. Choukry Bey Kouatly, 
président de la République Syrienne. 


Ces conversations avaient 6té précédées par des 
pourperlers similaires entre le Général a'Armée Ca- 
troux et les Représentants du Gouvernement Libanais 
en présence de S.E. Cheikh Béchara El-Khouri, Prési- 
dent de la République Libanaise. 


A l'issue de la conférence, l'entonto est inter- 
venue sur la déclaration suivante: 


Un accord est intervenu & la date de ce jour en- 
tre 8.E. le Général d'Armée Catroux Commissaire d'Etat 
en mission et les Représentants des deux Gouvernements 
Syrien et Libanais pour la remise & ces gouvernenents 
des attributions exercées en leur nom par les autorités 
frangaises. Par suite de cet accord, los intéréts com- 
muns, avec leur personnel, seront transfé6rés aux deux 
Etats Syrien et Libanais, avec droit de législation ét 
de réglementation A la date du ler Janvier prochain. 


Les modalités concernant la passation de ces pou- 
voirs feront l'objet d'accords particuliers. 


Fait A Damas le 22 Décembre 1943./. - 


Signed: Khaled El Azm, 
Jamil Mardam Bey, 
s6lim Takla, 
Saadallah El Djabri, 
Riad Solh, 
Catroux. 


AIR MAIL Annex no. 2 to 
Enclosure no. 1 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Belrut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


Le 27 Décembre 1945. 


Excellence, 


Faisant suite A la convention conclue & Damas le 
22 Décembre courant, j'ai 1'honneur de vous confirmer 
co qui suit: 


Le Gouvernement Libanais entend maintonir A son 
service propre ou & celui du Conseil Supérieur des In- 
tér8ts Commns, pendant une période expirant six mois 
apr§s la cessation des hostilités en Europe, les fonc- 
tionnaires frangais actuellement attachés aux services 
dtintérét commm dans la mesure qui sere prévue par les 
accords particuliers visés au dernier alinéa de la con- 
vention précitée du 22 Décembre 1943. 


Le Gouvernement libanais conservera & ces fonction- 
naires le bénéfice des échelles de solde en vigueur sans 
s'obliger toutefois A leur garder lours titres actuels- 
Quant leurs attributions, elles seront mises en har- 
monie par le Conseil des Ministres avec le nouveau ré- 
gime et les lois en vigueur. I1 est entendu d'autre 
part que ce personnel pénéficierait de toute mesure que 
le Gouvernement jugerait équitable de prendre A l'égard 
des fonctionnaires libanais. 


Les aménagements qui résulteraient de l'applica- 
tion des accords particuliers sus-visés donneront lieu 
A la liquidation des droits acquis en conformité des 
stipulations des statuts actuels. 


pSs leur transfert, les fonctiomaires frangais 
seront.soumis aux lois et réglements actuellement on 
vigueur au Liban. Ils conserveront lour statut dans la 
mesure of ce statut ne sera pas contraire aux dits lois 
et rdglements. 


J'ajoute dans cet ordre dtidée que toute vacance 
ou création dtemploi ne sera remplie que par des lib- 
anais. 


Veuillez agréer, Excellence, l'toexpression de notre 
haute considération. 


8.E. le Général CATROUX 

Commissaire National en Mission 

Gouverneur Général de 1'Algérie 
BEYROUTH 





Note: An identical note was addressed to General 
Catroux by the Syrian Government. 


AIR MAIL. Translation of Annex no. 2 to 
Enclosure no. 1 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American degation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


December 27, 1945. 


Excellency, 


Following the convention concluded at Damascus 
December 22, I have the honor to confirm the follow- 
ing to your 


The Syrian Government agrees to maintain in its 
own service or in that of the Superior Council of Com- 
mon Interests, during & period expiring six months af- 
ter the cessation of hostilities in Europe, the French 
officials actually attached to the services of the Com- 
mon Interests in the manner that will be arranged by 
the particular agreements considered in the last para- 
graph of the aforementioned convention of December 22, 
1943. 


The Syrian Government will conserve to these offi- 
cials the scales of pay in force without obliging it- 
self, however, to maintain their actual titles. As 
regards their privileges, they will be put in harmony 
by the Council of Ministers with the new regime and 
the laws in force. It is understood in addition that 
this personnel will benefit from all measures that the 
Government will judge reasonable to take in regard to 
Syrian officials. 


The arrangements which will result from the appli- 
cation of the particular agreements above mentioned 
will give opportunity for the liquidation of acquired 
ete in conformity with the stipulations of actual 

AWS o 


As from their transfer, the French officials will 
be placed under the laws and rules actually in force 
in 4a. They will preserve their position in case 
that position will not be contrary to the said laws 
and rules. 


I add in this connection that all vacancies or 
new employment will be filled only by Lebanese. 


Accept, Excellency, the expression of our high 
consideration. 


HeE- General Catroux 

Hational Commissioner on Mission, 

Governor General of Algeria 
Beirut. 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 2 to Despatoh no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


Translation 


PROTOCOL 
CUSTOMS 


In execution of the agreement reacned December 
22, 1943, at Damascus between General Catroux, Com- 
missioner of State on Mission, and the Representatives 
of the Syrian and Lebanese Governments, M. Chataigneau, 
Minister Plenipotentiary and the two interested Govern- 
ments have proceeded on January 3, 1944 to the effec- 
tive transfer to the two States of Syria and the Leban- 
on of the general Administration of the Customs. 


The personnel of this administration is trans- 
ferred on the same date to the service of the two Gov- 
ermments, note being taken of the terms of the two let- 
ters addressed December 27, 1943, to General Catroux 
by the Presidents of the Syrian and Lebanese Councils 
relating to Frencn officials. 


The international agreements concluded by France 
in customs matters and the international responsibili- 
ties assumed by her in these same matters until this 
day, in the name of Syria and the Lebanon, are here- 
after in the charge of the two States. 


Beirut, January 5, 1944 


if 


(Signed) Khaled el-Azm (Signed) Riad Solh 


(Signed) Y. Chataigneau 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 3 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


Translation 


PROTOCOL 
TOBACCO MONOPOLY 


In execution of the agreement reacned December 
22, 1943 at Damascus between General Catroux, Commis-~ 
sioner of State on Mission and the Representatives of 
the Syrian and Lebanese Governments, M. Chatalgneau, 
Minister Plenipotentiery and the two interested Gov- 
ernments have proceeded on January 3, 1944, to the ef- 
fective transfer to thé two States of Syria and the 
Lebanon of the Control of the Administration of Tobac- 
cos and Tombacs. 


The personnel of bois | Control is transferred on 
the same date to the service of the two Governments, 
note being taken of the terms of the two letters ad- 
Gressed the 27th of December, 1945, to General Catroux 


by the Presidents of the jan and Lebanese Councils 
relating to French officials. 


Beirut, January 3, 1944 
(Signed) Riad Solh , 
(Signed) Khaled el-Asm 


(Signed) Y. Chataigneau 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 4 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


Translation 
PROTOCOL 
LIGHTHOUSES 


In sxecution of the agreement reached December 
22, 1945, at Damascus between General Catroux, Com- 
missioner of State on Mission and the Representatives 
of the Syrian and Lebanese Governments, M. Chataigneau, 
Minister Plenipotentiary and th> two interested Govern- 
ments have proceeded January 5, 1944, to the effective 
transfer to the two States of Syria and the Lebanon of 
the Control of the Administration of Lighthouses. 


The persormel of this Control is transferred on 
the same date to the service of the two Governments, 
note being taken of the terms of the two letters ad- 
dressed on December 27, 1945, to General Catroux by 
the Presidents of the 4an and Lebanese Councils re- 
lating to French officials. 


Damascus, January 5, 1944. 


(Signed) Khaled el-Azsm 
(Signed) H. Abi-Chahla 
(Signed) Y. Chataigneau 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 5 to Despatoh no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


Translation 
PROTOC 
AFFAIRES ECOMOMIQUES 


In execution of the agreement reached December 
22, 1943, at Damascus between General Catroux, Com= 
missioner of State on Mission, and the Representatives 
of the SyMan and Lebanese Governments, M. Chataignesu, 
Minister Plenipotentiary, and the two interested Gove 
ermments have proceeded February 4, 1944, to the of- 
fective transfer to the two States of Syria and the 
Lebanon of the Service of Economic Affairs of the Com- 
mon Interests. 


The persomel of this service is transferred on 
the same date to the service of the two Govermuonts, 
note being taken of the terms of the letters addressed 
on December 27, 19435, to General Catroux by the Presi- 
dente of the ae and Lebanese Councils relating to 
Prenoh officials. 


Beirut, February 4, 1944 
(Signed) Riad Solh 


/ 


(Signed) Khaled el-Agm 


(Signed) Y. Chataigneau 


AIR MAIL Enolosure no. 6 to Despatch ao. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American ‘ogation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Tran:fer of Common Interests ‘ 


Translation 
PROTOCOL 
FINANCIAL AFFAIRES OF THE COMMON INTERESTS 


In execution of the agreement reached December 
22, 1945, at Damascus- between General Catroux, Commis- 
sioner of State on Mission, and the Representatives of 
the Syrian and Lebanese Governments, M. Chataigneau, 
Minister Plenipotentiary and the two interested Gov- 
ermuents have proceeded February 4, 1944, to the ef- 
fective transfer to the two States of Syria and the 
Lebanon of the Service of Financial Affaires of the 
Common Interests, including the Bureau of the Common 
Intereste' Treasury and the Service of Powders and 
Explosives charged with the issuance of permits to 
carry hunting arms. 


The personnel of these services is transferred 
on the same date to the service of the two Governments, 
note be taken of the terms of the letters addressed 
December » 1945, to General Catroux by the Presidents 
of the Syrian and Lebanese Councils relating to French 
officials. 


Beirut, February 4, 1944 


(Signed) Riad Solh 
(Signed) Khaled el-Asm 


(Signed) Y. Chataigneau 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 7 to Despateh no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
: re Transfer of Common Interests 


PROTOCOLE 


En execution de l'accord intervenu le 22 Decem- 
bre 1945 & Damas entre le Général d'Armée Catroux, 
Commissaire d'Etat en mission, et les representants 
des Gouvernements rien et Libanais, Monsieur CHAT- 
AIGNEAU, Ministre Plenipotontisire et les deux gouv- 
ernements interessés ont procédé le 14 Mars 1944 au 
transfert effectif aux deux Etats de Syrie et du Li- 
ban de 


ltoffice Pharmaceutique. 

Le persomel de ce service est passé A la méme 
dato au service des deux gouvernements, compte tenu 
des termes des lettres adressées le 27 Decembre 1945 
au Général d'arm6e Catroux par les Presidents du Con- 


geil Syrien ot Libanais relativement aux fonction- 
naires frangeis. 


Demas 
Beyrouth, le 14 Mars 1944 
Signé: CHATAIGNEAU 
RIAD 30LH 
SAADALIAH EL DJABRY 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 8 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Betrut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


CONVENTION 


entre le Gouvernement Syrien, le Gouvernement Libanais, 
la Délégation Générale et la Banque de Syrie et du Li- 
ban Institut d'Emission. 


La totalité des avoirs de 1'O0ffice des Changes 
(dénommé cleaprds 1'Office) constituant la garantie 
des avances A cet Office consenties par la Banque de 
Syrie et du Liban, Institut d'Emission (dénommée ci- 
aprés la Banque) passe en possession de la Banque A 
la date du 15 avril 1944, libres de tous engagements. 


En conséquence, la dette de 1'office vis-A-vis do 
la Banque de trouve 6teinte. 


A cette date du 15 Avril 1944, les avances de la 
Banque A l'Office s'élevaient A: 


LiLeS. 285,050,569.2485 


A la m@éme date, la totalité des avoirs de 1'Of- 
fice, qui sont transférés par cette convention Als 
Banque se décomposaient conme suit: 


Lstg. 3.062 .269-6-4 
dont 2.900.000 en Bons du Trésor 


L.E. 201,995,980 
LePe 252,782,782 
D.I. 142,220,504 
US $ 2,482 ,264.29 
Frs.S. 351,770.55 


Frs.Fr. 5,596,685 ,285.95 


Ia Banque affectera ces devises A la couverture 
de la circulation fiductaire. 


A partir du 15 avril 1944, l'office d'engage A oé- 
der A la Banque la totalité des devises qu'il acquiert. 
La Banque d'engage A lui fournir au taux officiel la 
contrevaleur en livres syriennes et libanaises de ces 
devises sans limitation de montant. 


La Banque s'engage &@ lui céder dans la limite de 
ses disponibilités et conformément A la réglementation 
du ContrOle des Changes en vigueur, toutes devises qui 
lui seraient nécessaires. I1 lui réglera la contreva- 
leur en livres syriennes et libanaises au cours officiel. 


Ges devises ainsi que toutes celles qui pourraient 
tre acquises par la Banque sont soumises aux conditions 
des conventions passées entre les Gouvernements Syrien 
et Libeanais et la Banque relatives aux éléments de la 
couverture, exception faite des dispositions applicables 
en mati8re de réevaluation de l'or entrant dans la cou- 
verture. 


Signed: Beynet 
Riad es-Solh 
Khaled el-Azm 


AIR MAIL Enclosuré no. 9 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Intorests 


PROTOCOLE 
19 avril 1944 
Réglant le transfert de l'office des Changes 


En exécuation des dispositions des lettres du 25 
janvier 1944 de S.EB. le Général d'Armée CATROUX, ad- 
ressées A L.-L-B.B. les Présidents du Conseil des Min- 
istres Syrien et Libanais. 


L'office des Changes est transféré aux Républi- 
ques Syrienne ot Libanaise et devient par cons quent 
un service public autonome Syro-Libanais. 


La gestion de ce service est assurée par la Ban- 
que de Syrie et du Liban, Institut d'émission, suivant 
les dispositions des lettres (1) échangSes en date de 
ce jour entre les Etats et la Banque, et amexées A ce 
Protocole. 


Le Statut de 1'0ffice des Changes sora aéterming 
par des décrets des Gouvernements Syrie et Libanais 
dont le texte est joint en annexe. (2) 


(1) The texte of these letters are attached. 


(2) The text of the Lebanese Decreo (which 1s similar 
that of the tan Decree) was published in the 
Officiel de la République Libanaise" of 
May 17, 1944, under No.11/K. 


AIR MAIL Annex to 
Enclosure no. 9 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


Beyrouth, le 10 mai 1944 


Le Directeur Général de la Banque de 
Syrie “a Liban 


Son Excellence le Ministre des Finances 

de la République Libanaise 
Excellence, 

J'ai l'homeur de vous informer que la Banque de 
Syrie et du Liban accepte d'8tre chargée de la gestion 
de l'office des Changes conformément aux dispositions 
su décret législatif no. 11 du 5 mai 1944. 


Veuillers agréer, Excellence, 1l'assurance de ma 
haute considération. 


Beyrouth, le 19 mai 1944 


Measiours, 


1 


Comme suite & votre lettre du 10 mai 1944, j'ai 
L'honneur de vous remettre ei-joint une expédition con- 
forme au déeret no. 1088/K du 15 mai 1944 par lequel 
la Banque de Syrie ot du Liban a été déclarée gestion- 
naire de ltOffice des Changes libano-syrien. 

Je vous serais obligéS de m'en accuser réception. 


Veullles er, Messieurs, ltassurance de ma con- 
sidération distinguée. 


Le Ministre des Finances 
S: RIAD SQL 


Banque de Syrie et du Liban 
Beyrouth 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 10 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


DELEGATION GENERALE DE FRANCE 
AU LEVANT 


PROTOCOLE 
réglant le Statut du Contr6le des Changes 


En exécution des dispositions des lettres du 25 
janvier 1944 de S.E. le méral d'Armée CATROUX, ad- 
ressées & L.L-E-E. les présidents du Conseil des Min- 
istres Syrien et Libanais, ila &t&é convenu ce qui 
suit: 


1) Le Contr6le des Changes est un organisme auto- 
nome, constitué par un Comit comprenant le Représent- 
ant de l1'Organisme charg du Contr6le Central des Chan- 
ges du Bloc Franc le Représentant du Gouvernement 
Syrion et le Représentant du Gouvernement Libanais. 


Le Représentant du Contr6éle Central est le Prési- 
dent de ce Comité. 


2) Ce Comité labore les textes de la réglementa- 
tion du Contr6le des Changes en Syrie et au Liban en 
harmonie avec les dispositions générales du Contréle 
Central ci-dessus en tenant compte des dispositions 
des Contr6les des Changes des autres devises et des 
intéréts légitimes du commerce local. 


Ces textes seront promulgués par aécrets. 


3) Ce comité a le pouvoir d'accorder les déroga- 
tions prévues dans la r glementation du Contr6le des 
Changes. 3 

4) Le Comit& nomme un Inspecteur Qénéral (fran- 

ais) et des Inspecteurs (syriens et libanais) du Con- 
r6le des Changes qui assistent le Comité pour: 


surer que la réglementation du Contr6le des 
Chang; st respectée par l'office des Changes et par 
les résidents en Syrie et au Liban. 





= poursuivre les infractions, assurer le recouvre- 
ment des amendes et accepter toutes transactions aux 
pénalités prévues pour ces infractions. 


5) Les décisions de ce Comité sont prises & l'un- 
animité des voix. 


6) Le Budget de cet organisne, &tabli par le Com- 
1t6 et comprenant la toteli 6 de ses recettes et de 
ses dépenses, est inoorpor4 au Budget de 1'0ffice des 
Changes. 


les dispositions ci-dessus seront promulguées par 
Décrets pris par le Gouvernement Syrien et le Gouverne- 
ment Libanais et entreront en application d&s leur pro- 
mulgation. : 
Sign$: Khaled el Azem, Riad solh, 
Beynet 
le 19 avril 1944 


AIR MAIL nolosure no. 11 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


PROTOCOLE 


Concernant le transfert aux Etats de Syrie et du Liban 
de l1'O0ffice pour le Protection de la Propriété Commer- 
ciale industrielle, artistique, littéraire et 
musicale. 


En exécution de l'accord intervenu le 22 Décembre 
1943 A Damas entre le Général d'Armée CATROUX, Commis- 
satire d'Etat en mission et les Représentants des Gouv- 
ernements Syrien et Libanais, le Général d'Armée BEY- 
NET, Délégué Général et Plénipotentiaire de France au 
Levant, et les deux Gouvernements intéressés ont pro- 
c6dé le 3 Juin 1944 au transfert effectif aux deux 
Etats de Syrie et du Liban de l'office pour la Protec- 
tion de la propriété commerciale, artistique, littér- 
aire et musicale. 


Le personnel de ce service est passé A la m6me 
date au service des deux Gouvernements, compte tenu 
des termes des deux lettres adressées le 27 Décembre 
1943 au Général d'armée CATROUX per les Présidents du 
Conseil Syrien et Libanais relat vement aux fonction- 
naires frangais. 


Les obligations internationales assuméee jusqu' 
io par la France concernant la Protection de la pro- 
priété industrielle, la répression des fausses indica- 
tions de provenance et la protection des oeuvres art~ 
istiques et littéraires au nom de la Syrie et du Liban 
sant désormais A la charge de ces deux Etats. 


/ 


Damas, le 3 Juin 1944 


RIAD SOLH BEY NET 


SELIM TAKLA SAADALLAH EL DJABRI 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 12 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


PROTOCOLE 


Concernant le transfert, aux Etats de Syrioc 
et du Liban du Service de 1'Inspection Générale des 
Postes et Télegraphes. 


eee 


En exécution de l'accord intervenu le 22 Décembre 
1943 & Demas, entre le Général d'armée CATROUX, Commis- 
gaire d'gtat en mission et les représentants des Gouv- 
ernements fen et Libanais le ral d'Armée 
Délégué Général et Plenipotentiaire et les deux Gouv- 
ernements intéressés ont procédé le 3 Juin 1944 au 
transfert effectif aux deux yates de Syrie et du Liban 
du Service de l'Inspection Générale des Postes et Té616- 
graphes. 


> 


Le personnel de ce Service est passé A la méme 
date au Service des deux Gouvernements, compte tenu 
des termes des deux lettres adresséee le 27 Décembre 
1945 au Général d'armée CATROUX par les Présidents du 
Conseil Syrien et Libanais relativement aux fonction- 
naires frangais. 


Les obligations internationales assumées jusqu! 
ict par la France on matidre postale et télégraphique 
au nom de la Syrie et du Liban sont daésormais A la 
charge de ces deux Etats. 4 


Damas, 18-3 Juin 1944 
RIAD SOBH BEYNET 
SAADALLAH EL DJABRI SALIM TAKA 


AIR MAIL Enclosure noe 13 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Coron Interests 


PROTOCOLE 


Concernant le transfert aux Etats de Syrie 
et du Liban du Service de la Police Sani- 
taire vétérinaire. 


En exéoution de l'accord intervenu le 22 Décembre 
1943 A Damas, entre le Général d'Armée Catroux, Commis- 
saire d'Etat en mission, et les représentents des Gouv- 
ernements syrien et libenais, le Général d'Armée BEYNET, 
Delégué Général et plénipotentiaire et les deux Gouv- 
ernements intéressés ont procédé le 3 Juin 1944 au 
transfert effectif aux deux Etats de Syrie ot du Liban 
du Service de la Police Sanitaire Vétérinaire. 


Le personnel de ce service est passé A la méme 
date au service des deux gouvernements, compte tenu 
des termes des deux lettres adressées le 27 Déecembre 
1943 au Général d'armée Catroux par les Présidents du 
Conseil Syrien et Libanais relativement aux fonction- 
naires frangais. 


En vue de répondre aux pesoins de l'arméo, Je la- 
boratoire de recherches vétérinaires reste & la dispo- 


sitions des autorités militaires pour la durSe de la 
guerre. 


Damas, le 3 Juin 1944. 


RIAD SOLH BEYNET 


SELIM TAKLA SAADALLAH EL DJABRI 


. 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 14 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 


27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
. re Transfer of Common Interests. 


PROTOCOLE 


Concernant de transfert des SERVICES QUARART- 
ENAIRES aux Etats de Syrie et du Liban. 


En exécution de l'accord intervenu le 22 Décembre 
1943 A Damas, entre le Général d'Armée Catroux, Commis- 
saire d'Etat en mission, et les re ésentants des Gouv- 
ernements syrien et libanais, le méral d'Armée Beynet 
et les deux Gouvernements intéressés ont procédé le 3 
Juin 1944 au transfert des Services Quarantenaires aux 
Etats de Syrie et du Liben. 


Le personnel de ces services est passé A le méme 
date au service des deux Gouvernements, compte tenu 
des termes des deux lettres adressées le 27 Décembre 
1943 au Général d'Armée Catroux par les Présidents du 
Conseil syrien et libanais, relativement aux fonction- 
naires frangais. Le Directeur du Service de Santé est 
mis A la disposition des deux Gouvernements pour assur- 
er le direction de ce service jusqu'é la fin de la 
guerre. ; 


Les obligations int tionales assumées jusqu' 
ici par la France en matiére sanitaire et quarantenaire 


au nom de le Syrie et du Liban sont désormais A la 
charge de ces deux Etats. 


Damas 3 Juin 1944 


BEYNET RIAD SOLH 
SAADALLAH EL DJABRY SALIM TAKLA 





TNR 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 15 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Corson Interests 


En ce qui concerne les réseaux de chemins de fer 
de Syrie et du Liban et le port de Beyrouth, le trans- 
fert aux deux Gouvernements du contréle de leur exploi- 
tation est acquis. Les questions dtordre général re- 
latives aux chemins de fer et au port feront l'objet 


d'un examen spécial entre les autorités compétentes. 


Damas le 5 Juin 1944. 


BSYEET RIAD SOLH 
SAADALLAH EL DJABRI 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 16 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Conmon Interests 


Translation 
PROTOCOL 


GONCESSIONARY SOCTETIES 


In execution of the agreement reached December 22, 
1943, at Damascus between General Catroux, Commissioner 
of State on Mission, and the Representatives of the Syr- 
4an Government, M. Chateigneau, Minister Plenipotentiary 
and the Syrian Government have proceeded on January 5, 
1944, to the effective transfer to the State of Syria 
of control of the Concessionary Societies listed: 


Tramways and Electricity of Damascus 
Electricity of Homs and Hama 


Electricty of Aleppo (electric power, tram- 
ways and water). 


The personnel of the control of these Societies 
4s transferred on the same date to the service of the 
Syrian Government, note being taken of the terms of 
the letter addressed December 27, 19435 to General Ca- 


troux by the President of the Syrian Council relating 
to Prench officials. 


Damascus, January 5, 1944 
if 
(Signed) Khaled el-Azm 
Y. Chateigneau 


Hote: A separate Protocol, relative to the two 
coneessionary ae operating in Le- 
banon, the comtrol of which was similarly 
trensferred, is annexed herewith. 


AIR MAIL Annex to 
Enclosure no. 16 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Trensfer of Common Interests 


PROTOCOLE 


Beyrouth, le 5 janvier ‘ 
1944 


En exécution de l'accord intervenu le 22 Décembre 
1943 entre le Gén$ral d'Armée CATROUX Commissaire d! 
Etat en Mission et les Représentants du Gouvernement 
Libanais, M. CHATAIGNEAU, Ministre Plénipotentiaire, 
et le Gouvernement Libanais ont procédé le 5 Janvier 
1944 au transfert effectif A 1'Btat du Liban du Con- 
tréle des Sociétés Concessionnaires ci-&prés: 


ELECTRICITE DE BEYROUTH 


Compagnie des EAUX DE BEYROUTH 


Le personnel du contr6le de ces sociétés est passé 
& la m@me date au service du Gouvernement Libanais, com- 
pte tem des termes de la lettre adressée le 27 Décem- 
bre 1943 au Général d'Arméo CATROUX par le Président du 
Conseil Libanais relativement aux fonctionnaires’ fran- 
gais. 


Signed: RIAD ES-SOLH 
CHATAIGNEAU 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 17 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


Translation 
PROTOCOL 


MINES, TIRES, and WEATHER SERVICES 


In execution of the agreement reached December 22, 
1943 between General Catroux, Commissioner of State on 
Mission, and the Representatives of the Syrian Govern- 
ment, M. Chataigneau, Minister Plenipotentiary and the 
Syrian Government have proceeded on February 4, 1944 
to the effective transfer to the Syrian State: 


- of the Service of Mines, 


- of the Service of Control of Automobile 
Circulation and the use of tires, 


-~ of the Weather Service, 


as well as the powers exercised by the Delegation Gen- 
eral in matters of automobile regulation. 


The personnel of these services is transferred on 
the same date to the service of the Syrian Government, 
note being teken of the terms of the latter addressed 
on December 27, 1945 to General Catroux by the Presi- 
dent of the Syrian Council relating to French officials. 


Beirut, February 4, 1944 
(Signed) Khaled el-Azm 
Y. Chataigneau 


Note: An identical protocol was signed by Le- 
Danese and French re sentatives. Thus 
the three services listed above were trans- 
ferred separately to the two States. 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 18 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from Amorican Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


Translation 
PROTOCOL 
DEFENSE PASSIVE 


— In exeoution of the agreement reached December 22, 
1943, at Damascus betweon General Catroux, Commissioner 
of State on Mission and the representatives of the Le- 
banese Government, M. Chataigneau, Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary, and the Syrian Government havo proceeded Febr- 
uary 5, 1944, to the effective transfer of the Service 
of Passive Defense on the territory of the State of 
Syria to the Syrian Government which will assume charge. 


It is understood that the allied military authority 
will keep the responsibility for transmitting the alarm 
to the centers of the Passive Defense. 


In that which concerns the darkening of lights,the 
Syrian Governments engages itself to prescribe and to 
assure the execution of all the measures which the Al- 
lied Command in the Middle East will judge it necessary 
to take at any moment whatever because of the circun- 
stances of war. 


The necessary lisison between the Syrian Govern- 
ment and the military authori will be assured by 4 
superior Frenoh officer who will have the title of Re- 
presentative of the Military Authority near the States 
for the Passive Defense. 


Te rules actually applied concerning the’ Passivo 
Defense will remain in force until the promulgation of 
new texts by the Syrian Government. 


Damascus, February 5, 1944. 


Y. Chataigneau Saadallah al-Jabiri 


Note: An identical protocol was signed by Leban- 
ese and French representatives. Thus this 
"service" was transferred separately to 
the two States. 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 19 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Intcrests. 


CONTROLE BEDOUIN 


PROTOCO: 


I) En exécution des accords franco-syriens du 22 
décembre 1943, le service dv Contr6le Bédouin, tel qu’ 
41 est constitué A ce jour, avec son organisation et 
son persomel, passe au Gouvernement Syrken. Le mat- 
ériel utilisé par ce service fera l'objet dtun régle- 
ment ultériLeur. 


Il) L’0fficiter Supérieur Frangais, Chef du Ser- 
vice, se trouve sous les ordres directs du Ministre 
de l'Intérieur. Il prend le titre de Conselier pour 
les Affaires Bédouines, inspecteur des Mouvances. 


III) Les Forces du Désert, CompagniesM@Keristes, 


peléveront du Gouvernement Syrien en ce qui concerne 
les mesures de police du désert. 


Iv) Le 14gislation en vigueur est maintenue jus- 
qu'A ce que la Chambre Syrienne ait voté de nouvelles 
dispositions. 


fait & Damas, le 6 avril 1944 


Saadallah el Djabry Beynet 





AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 20 to Deapatoh no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Common Interests 


PROTOCOLE 


Concernant le transfert A la République Liban- 
aise du Service des Antiquités. 


En exé$cution de l'accord intervenu le 22 Décembre 
1943 & Damas entre le Général d'Armée CATROUX, Commis- 
seaire d'Etat en mission, et les Représentants des Gouv- 
ernements Syrien et Libanais, le néral d'Armée BEYNET 
et le Gouvernement libanais ont procédé le 3 Juin 1944 


au transfert A la République Libanaise du Service des 
Antiquités. 


Le personnel de ce Service est passé au Gouverne- 
ment Libanais compte tem: des termes de la lettre ad- 
ressée le 27 Décembre 1943 au Général d'Armée CATROUX 
per le Président du Conseil Libanais relativement aux 
fonctionnaires frangais. 


Beyrouth, le 3 Juin 1944. 


BEYMET SALIM TAKLA RIAD SOLH 


Note: An identical protocol was signed by Syrian 
and French representatives. Thus this "ser- 


fice” was transferred separately to the two 
States. 


AIR MAIL Enclosuro no. 21 to Despatch no. 455, dated July 
27, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Transfer of Cormon Interests 


PROTOCOLE 


Suivant l'accord intervenu le 22 Décembre 1943 & 
Damas entre le Général d'Armée CATROUX et les Gouverne- 
ments Syrien et Libanais, les Services de la Streté 
Générale sont passés A la République Syrieene. C'est 
done le Gouvernement Syrien qui aura désormais A assur- 
er, sous 8&8 responsabilité, la marche de ces services. 


En raison des nécessités imposées par 1'état de 
guerre, une Sfreté aux Armées, chargée des questions 
int6ressant le sécurité militaire, notamment le contre- 
espionnage, continuera de subsister sous l'autorité 
militaire. 


Une étroite collaboration sera maintenue entre le 
sdreté Générale Syrieme et la Sireté aux Armées. 


Signé: Saadallah al-Jabri 
Jamil Mardam 
Chataigneau 


Note: An identical protocol was signed by Leban- 
ese and French representatives. Thus this 


®service® was transferred separately to 
the two States. 


T. POSTRS FROM TIRRES 


Ia police et la surveillance des postes frontidres 
passent au Gouvernement Syrien qui assurera ce service 
sous sa responsabilité. in raison de l'état de guerre, 
un agent de la Sftreté aux Armées sera attaché A chaque 
poste de la frontiére, en qualité d'assistant. Cet a- 
gent indiquera au chef de poste syrien le nom des per- 
gonnes indésirables pour la sortie et l'entrée du ter- 


ritoire syrien et celles dont les papiers ne sont pas 
en ordre. 


Les indications données dans ce sens par le re- 
présentant de la Streté aux Armées auront caractére de 
aécision. Il appartiendra aux autorites syriennes aé- 
sormais responseables de l'exercice de la Sdreté Génér- 
ale d'en assurer l'application. 


Dans le méme esprit, les chef de poste syrien tien- 


dra le représentant de 1a Sfreté aux Armées au courant 
des mouvements de voyageurs. 


II. a A L'ETRANGER DES VISAS D'ENTREE POUR LA 


Ie délivrance des visas A destination de la Syrie 
sera du ressort des Consulats syriens qui soumettront 


les 
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(Enc. no. 21, Despatch no. 455, July 27, 1944, 
Beirut) 


les demandes dont ils seront saisis & leur Gouvernement. 


En raison de l'état de guerre, le Gouvornement Syr- 
ten saisira de ces demandes le Bureau Central de la Cir- 
culation du Levant (B.C.C.L.) comprenant: 


- un représentant du Gouvernement Syrien, 
- un représentant de l'autorité militaire frangaise, 
- un représentant de l'autorité militaire britannique. 


Cet organisme mixte, dont la composition, les attri- 
butions et le fonctionnement sont précisés dans 1'annexe 
ci-jointe, est compétent pour toute matiére touchant la 
délivrance des visas d'entréo, de transit et de sortie. 
Ctest en liaison avec cet organisme que le Gouvernement 
Syrien prendra les décisiona relatives sux matidres én- 
unérées ci-dessus ot assumera les responsabilités qui 
en découjent. 


A défaut de représentation consulaire syrienne, la 
procédure actuellement suivie continuera d'6tre appli- 
quée, compte tenu de la création du Bureau Central de la 
Circulation du Levant. 


III. SERVICE DES ETRANGERS. 


la prolongation des visas de séjour et la délivrance 
des cartes d'identité pour étrangers serant désormais as- 
surées par le Gouvernement Syrien sous les réserves sui- 
vantes: 


a) Le Service syrien qui sera saisi d'une demande 
de prolongation de permis de séjour ou d'une demande de 
carte d'identité, informera la Sfreté aux Armées. S'11 
y aun étranger qui est autorisé A séjourner dans le 
pays et dont l'activité se révilerait dangereuse pour 
le sécurité de l'armée, 11 sera signalé au gouvernement 
Syrien qui assurera son refoulement. 


b) Maintien de la réglementation on vigueur rela- 
tive au séjour des Strangers, dans le cadre de disposi- 
tions générales indiquées ci-dessus, toute modification 
devant se faire par accord entre les autorités syriennes 
et les autorités militaires. 


c) Les apatrides cemprenant les réfugiés et les 
aétenteurs de passeports Nansen qui résident actuelle- 
ment en Syrie resteront placés sous le contr6le de la 
Streté aux Armées, qui fournira tous renseignements 
utiles A leur sujet A la S@reté Syrienne en vue de la 
aélivrance d'une carte dtidentité spéciale par les au- 
torités syriennes. 


IV. CONTROLE ET SURVEILIANCE DES ARTISTES ETRANGERS. 


Ce Contr6le est transféré au Gouvernement Syrien. 
Toutefois, pour des motifs intéressant la sécurité et 


le 
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le contreespionnage, ce Gouvernement avisora la sareté 
aux Armées des déplacements ot des lieux de résidence 
des artistes étrangers et mettra fin A leur séjour sur 
demande de la Sfreté aux Armées. 


V. CONTROLE DB LA MAIN-D'OKUVRE ETRANGERE. 


Ce contréle est transféré au Gouvernement Syrien. 


Pour répondre aux nécessités de 1'état de guerre, 
les autorités militaires se résorvent le droit de faire 
venir ou de conserver au Levant des travailleurs et des 
techniciens dont la présence est nécessaire pour les en- 
treprises militaires. 


VI. DRSKRTEURS. 


Tout déserteur qui serait appréhendé par les ser- 
vices de sécurité syriens sera remis par ces services au 
poste lw plus proche de Sfreté Militaire. 


Toute personne pénétran: de manidre 111égale sur 
le territoire syrien sera remise A la Sdreté aux Armées 
pour 8tre interrogée. 


VII. QQ) : 


Ila délivrance des permis de port d'armes de chasse 
et le contréle des munitions de chasse sont assurés par 
le Gouvernement Syrien. 


Ia délivrance des permis de port d'armes de guerre 
est suspendue jusqu!A la fin des hostilités. 


Les autorités militeires alliées et le Gouvernement 
Syrien rechercheront une procédure en ve d'assurer la 
collaboration de leurs services respectifs pour l'exer- 
cice du contréle des mmitions et armes de guerre. 


VIII. ‘TRAFIC DES STUPEFIANTS 


Les autorités syriennes assureront désormais, com- 
pte tenu des responsabilités internationales engageant 
la Syrie, la répression du trafic des stupéfiants. 


En raifson du danger que ce trafic constitue pour 
l'armée, les services de sécurité alliés se réservent 
le droit d'opérer et dtagir indépendamment lorsqu'il 
s'agit du personne militaire 21116 ou lorsqu'il y a pré- 
somption que le personnel militaire all116 est intéressé. 
Dens ce cas, elles se font accompagner d'un représentant 
des servioes syriens. 


1X. JRAITE DES FEMMES, 


Le contr6le de la traite des femms est également 
transféré aux autorités syriennes. 


Pour 
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Pour des raiscns d'hysitne ly té:essant les armées 
en campagne, la poiics wliftalre pourra procéder, en 
liaison avec la police syrienne, A 1'inspection des 
maisons closes. 


X. CENSURE CINEMA TOGRAPHIQUE. 


L'exercice de la censure cinématographique sera as- 
suré les autorités syriermes. Les représentants de 
l'armée préteront. leur concours A ces autorités, auront 
le droit de décision sur les questions concernant la sé- 
curité6 militaire. 


xI. CONTRE-ESPIONNAGE . 


Tous les services de contre-espionnage et les pouv- 
voirs aétenus par eux dépendront, pendant la-durée de la 
guerre, de la Sfreté aux Armées qui informera les autori- 
tés syriennes si un ressortissant syrien est en cause. 

De son c6t6, la Streté& syrienne prétera son concours en 
ces matidres A la Sfreté aux armées. 


XII. PRSONNEL. 


La SQreté aux Armées & la faculté de conserver pour 
la durée de la re le personnel syrien dont les ser- 
vices sont cons rés comme indispensables au maintien 
de la sécurité militaire. Sous cette réserve, le person- 
nel de la Streté figurant dans les cadres de l'adminis- 
tration syrienne est passé au Gouvernement Syrien. 


tial 
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« ao 
: = me? 
= = 
gs aw DEPARTMENT OF BTATE 
"5s \: 
aa UG J @ 1944 
= i Iiiddh Fan TASTE AFFANRS 
: 10 


FU 
In my tologram no. 155 of August 4, 1 peu, I had 
the honor to refer to protests made by the Syrian and 
Lebanese Governments to the Fronch Delegation Gonoral 
in Beirut against inter alia the Delerate General's 
continuing assumption of the right to issue docrecs 
(arrétés) or decisions purporting to have the force of 
law. 


























A copy of the Syrian Government's protost, which 
1s dated July 19, was given by tho Syrian Promior to 
General Holmes! representative in Damascus who kindly 
obtained the Premier's assent to my taking copy theroof. 
Copy is enclosed. 


On July 31 I called on the Premier at his invita- 
tion. The general lines of our conversation are report- 
in my telegram’ under reference. On tho particular 
ject of this despatch, he was most emphatic! in ine 
sting that the French Delegate General no longer pos- 
ssed the right to issue any arr6té or decision having 
force of law; that, as of January 1, last, under the 
co-Syrian-Lebanese Accord of December 22, 1943, only 
States possessod the right of legislation. Ho add- 
that Lebanese Government's protest and views wore 
atantially identical with his own. 


Both govermnonts, the Premior continued, had as- 
ed, together with the rights of full independence 
ted only by necessities of war resulting from the 
‘ance of Allied arms in their countries, all the re-fy 
aibilities of the predecessor regime. Among theso, uv 
gued, was clearly the duty of maintaining the laws®? 
e land unless modified by parliament or other comty, 
t national authority; to admit othorwise would bo 


they still retained mandatory authority. 


Also transmitted hespwith; ‘a.matter of rocord, 


2/ are copies of the Arrété of April 20.and Decision of 
+ 3/ June 30, to the issuance of which exception is taken. 
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AIR MAIL -2- 
(Despatch 464, August 4, 1944, Beirut) 


Their texts were obtained from the French Delegation 
General. The first was published in the Delegation's 
"Bulletin Officiel" of April 30, 1944; the second has 
not yet been so published. 


Respectfully yours, 


aden A 


Gearge Wadsworth 


Yrneto Ure sz 
va) Syrian Government's Protest 
dated July 19, 1944; 
4) Arrét6 no. 61/FC dated April 
ri 20, 1944; 
) Decision no. 780/FC dated 
June 30, 1944. 


Original and hectograph to Department 


Distributions 


Hon. Robert D. Murphy, Naples; 
American Representation, Algiers; 
American Legation, Damascus. 


File No. 800 
aw/ben 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 1 to Despatch no. 464, dated August 
4 


, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, ro 
Syrian/Lebanese protest Rogarding Apparent French 
Pretention to Right of Legislation 


I. Le 20 Avril 1944, Monsicur le Délégué Général 
de la France prenait un arrété portant rétablissement 
sur le territoire syrien des Sociétés Secr&tes. Le Gouv~ 
ernement protesta alors eamicaloment, insistant sur le 
nécessité de respecter le souveraineté de la Syrie. Il 
regut des Représentants de la France l'assurance que ja- 
mais plus des dis on#ffie 12 Juillet 1944, parvint 
tr: Sres copie d'une nou- 
velle Décision Me- Monsiour le 1égué Général relative 

u Personnel des Sociétés Concession- 





II. Depuis la prise du pouvoir par le Gouverne~ 
ment National, la politique a'indépendance a 6té main- 
tes fois solennellement confirmée. Toutefois, & plus- 
4eurs reprises, le Gouvernement Syrien a eu A constater 
tant & Damas qu'on Province, surtout dans les Mohfazate 
de l'Buphrate, de Djézireh, de Lattaquié et dlAlep, quo 
la conduite de certain fonctionnaires frangais était on 
contradiction flagrante avoc cette politique. Des in- 
cidents eurent licu dans certaines régions des front- 
iares ontre les autorités nationales et les agents 
frangais. 


Ces fonctionnaires et ces incidents ont 6té indi- 
qués en temps opportun aux Représentents de la France 
qui ne manquarent pas de reconnaftre le légitimité du 
point de vue exprimé alors par le Gouvernement Syrion. /, 

III. La conmémoration du 14 Juillet s'est déroulée 
sans aucun ménagement pour le sentiment national. En 
effet, bien que les promesses les plus formolles alent 
&t6 données au Gouvernement que rien dans la cé1ébration 
de cet amiversaire ne toucherait au souct légitime de 
souveraineté de la Syrie, des parades militeires, dos 
cortéges spectaculaires et des manifestation confession- 
nelles tendant & Ly os iced un état de choses contractuol- 
lement aboli, ont 6t organisés sur tout le territoire 
syrion. e 


En attirant l'attention de Monsicur le Dé1légvé 
Général sur ces faits, le Gouvernenent Syrien estime 
que toute atteinte A 1'indépendance et A lea souveraine- 
t6 de la Syrie constitue un motif de désaccord dont 11 
ne voudrait en aucun cas 6tre tenu pour responsable. 


Il souligne que, par suite du transfert des ate 
tributions de le souveraineté A la Syrie, le caractére 
de 1a Délégation Générale est devenu dtordre diplomat- 
ique et consulaire. 


En conséquence, le Gouvernement a oe a donné 
des instructions pour que les textes législatifs pris 
par la Délégation Générale depuis le 22 Décembre 1943 
Solent considérés comme nuls et non avenus. En outre, 
41 adopté les mesures nécessaires afin que les faits 
qui ont 6té signalés dans cette Note ne se reproduisont 
plus A l'avenir. 
Damas, le 19 juillet 1944. 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 2 to Despatch no. 464, dated August 


4, 1944, from Anerican Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, ro 
Syrian/Lebano se Protest Regarding Apparent French 
Pretention to Right of Legi slation 


G+ 


DELEGATION GENERALE DE LA 
FRANCE COMBATTANTE AU LEVANT 


ARRETE No. 61/F.C. 
du 20 Avril 1944 


portant abrogation dos arrétés relatifs 
aux Sociétés sscrdtes. 


Le Général d'Arméc Paul HEYNET, Grand officier de 
la I4gion d'Honneur, Dél$<ué Général et Plénipotentia- 
ire de France au Levant, 


Vu les décrets du Chef des Frangais Libres on date 
du 24 Juin 1941, 


vu le décret du 25 Janvier 1944, 


Vu ltarrété no. 242/IR du 30 Septembre 1940 ren- 
dant applicable, on Syrie et au Liban, la loi frangaise 
du 13 Aofit 1940 relative A l'interdiction des soctéths 
secrates, complété par Liarrété no. 109/LR du 14 Mat 
1941, 


Vu llarrété no. 243/LR du 30 Septembre 1940 rola- 
tif aux Sociétés secrétos, 


Vu les arrétés No. 251/LR du 4 Octobre 1940 et 
130/ER du 31 Mai 1941 rendus en application de ltarrété 
No. 242/LR du 30 Septembre 1940 et des dispositions sub- 
séquentes relatives aux associations dites secr&tes, 


ARRETE , 


ARTICLE Ier.- Sont abrogés l'arrétés No. 242/LR du 30 

iP re 1940 complété par l'arrété No. 109/LR du 14 
Mai 1941, l'arr@té No- 243/LR du 30 Septembre 1940 ot 
les arrétés Nos. 251/LR du 4 Octobre 1940 et 130/LR du 
31 Mai 1941. 


ARTICLE 2.- Le Seorétaire Général est chargé de 1l'exé- 
sutton du présent arrété./, 


Beyrouth, le 20 Avril 
1944 
Le Délégué Général et Plénipoten- 
tiaire de France au Levant 


Le Secrétaire Général /1 ‘ 
s/t J. Binoche s/: P. Beyne 


Le Conseiller Juridique 
s/: Jean Chabert 


PeA. lo chef du Bureau d'ordre 
s/: Dumont 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 3 to Despatch no. 464, dated August 
4, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, re 
Syrian/Lebanese Protest Regarding Apparent French 
Pretention to Ripht of Losislation 


DELEGATION GENERALE DE LA 
FRANCE COMBATTANTE AU LEVANT 


DECISION No. 780/F.C. 
du 30 Juin 1944 


ContrOle des Sociétés relative au personnol re- 
Concessionnairos and quis des Soeiétés Concession= 
Travaux Publics naires. 


Le Général d'Arméo Paul BEYNET, Grand Officier de 
la Légion d'Honneur, Délégué Général et Plénipotenti- 
aire de France au Levant, 


vu les décrets du Chef des Frangais Libres on date 
du 24 Juin 1941, 


Vu le décret du 24 Janvier 1944, 


Vu les arrétés Nos. 228/FL du 20 Avril 1942 et 
313/FL du 17 Juin 1942 relatifs A la réquisition du 
personnel de certaines Sociétés concessionnaires, 


vu liarrété No. 184/FC du 16 Avril 1945 relatif & 
la réquisition de l'usage des locaux écessaires A 
Lthabitation des agents de ces Sociétés ot de leurs 
familles. 


DECIDE : 


ARTI l.- Les arrétés no. 228/FL du 20 Avril 1942, 
Ser acl 17 Juin 1942 et 184/Fc du 16 Avril 1943, ci- 
dessus visés, cessent d'avoir effet, A partir du ler 
Juillet 1944, pour le personnel dos Sociétés ci-apras: 


Compagnie des Eaux de Beyrouth, 

Société ELECTRICITE DE BEYROUTH, 

80ci16t6 TRAMMWAYS AND ELECTRICITE DE DAMAS, 
Société ELECTRICITE DE HOMS ET DE H AMA, 

Société ELECTRICITE D'ALEP 

Société ELECTRICITE DU LIBAN NORD (La Kadischa). 


ARTICIE 2.- Le Secrétaire Général est chargé do 1'ex6- 
Gution de la présente décision./. 


Beyrouth, le 30 Juin 1944 


Le Délégué Général et Plénipoten- 
: tiaire 
Le Secrétaire Général: s/t Paul Beynet 
s/: Jean BINOCHE 


PeA. le chef du Bureau d'ordre 
s/: Dumont 


Ts 
1SO 
AIR MAIL LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Beirut, Lebanon, 
August 7, 1944. 


§ yt MEMORANDUM 


In oonnection with the Legation's despatch no. 

464 of August 4, 1944, entitled "gyrian/Lebanese Pro- 
test regarding Apparent Frenon Pretention to Right of 
Legislation", a line in Bnologure ‘no. 1 to the des- 

paten was inadvertently omitted. ‘The line “de carac- 
tive législatif ne seront envisagées A ltavenir. Né- 
asoine," should be inserted in the seventh, line of the 
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Ale: MAI MONTHLY POLITICAL REVIEW 


LEBANON 
JULY 1944 


1) HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MOWTH 


July, traditionally inactive politically, as Bei- 
rutis be; their sumer exodus to Lebanon mountain re- 
sorts, nevertheless produced the following “highlights": 


1) The Chamber's vote of confidence in the 
new Solh ministry with its declared program of in- 
pernal reform; Item II-B-1. 


2) The “July 14 Dispute" which left the Le- 
banase angry With the French and the Preneh angry 
with everyone; Item III-A-€. 


3) Revived interest in Arab Unity which set 
the Lebanese Prime Minister conferring lengthily 
with the country's many distinguished Arab sumer 
visitors; Item III-D-l. 


4) Official reaction to the adoption of pro= 
Zionist planks by the American Republican and Dem- 
oeratic Parties, olimaxing in the adoption of a 
Parliamentary resolution; Item III-B-1. 


II) THTERWAL AFFAIRS 


A) The Presidency 


1) } ry « All Lebanese lead- 
ers are s sponsible goseip and 
eriticiom. Few are without same skeleton-in-the-clos- 
et. The President, it is generally held, is “among the 
pest", but the same cannot be said of all members of 
his family and entourage. Current tales concern exces~ 
sive goverment expenditure on restoration of the Presi- 
dential Mansion, omed by the President's brother; hash- 
4eh smuggling by the President's eldest son mm recent 
trips to Bgypt; general dispensation of patronage by 
peweral of the President's close relatives; and a ten- 
seney towards less forthright opposition to French pre- 

entions. 


In certain parliamentary circles this oritiolm 
would appear to have reached a degree of orystalliza- 
tion whieb threatens to affect the country's political 
alignments; see Item II-C-4, below. And in British 


oireles murmur: are heard that stronger Presiden- 
tial leadership is needed in the field of internal re- 
form. 

B) The Ministry 


1) Rew Mipdelre Turns to Expos Ret ovns: as re- 
ported in the gation's despatch noe ly 20, 


1944, 


AIR MAIL =o 
(Political Review, July 1944, Lebanon) 


1944, the Chamber of Deputies gave an overwhelming vote 
of confidence on July 11 to the second Solh ministry 
formed on July 3. 


Pollowing the vote, the new Ministry settled down 
to what appears, at least at the present writing, to be 
@ serious effort to aceéamplish the reforms in the inter- 
nal field which it had promised. Apparently energized 
Primarily by the Prime Minister, the campaign has gone 
well beyond the minor corrections of administrative abu- 
ses reported in last month's review. Reorganization in 
the publio security forces pramises more speedy and ef- 
ficient police action (see Item II-B-2, below); and, 
basically most important, steps have been taken to in- 
crease the authority of the Distriot Governors and of 
the Directors of the various Ministries to deal with 
routine matters in which the Ministers and the President 
have, in the past, too often interfered. 


2) orth Lebanon. As reported in 
Item II st month's Review, bigh feeling between 
the North Lebanese villages of Zghorta-Ehden and Bsharri 
continued to sinmer dangerously. In July the new Minis- 
try took the matter strongly in hand. The "token" bat- 
talion of Chasseurs Libanais which the French made avail- 
able last month (see Item III-C-@ the June Review) was 
sent to the district with forceful instructions from the 
Prime Minister that all accused at large should be ar- 
rested, This firm attitude brought results and all are 
now under lock and key. The looal Government's prestige 
was also aided by a thorough search of both villages by 
a large force of British troops, ostensibly looking for 
@tolen Army material. 


Comourrently, the Frenoh blaok troops were with- 
drawn, and the Lebanese authorities have been left in 
unquestioned charge of the situation. And, although 
such inter-clan feuds run deep and long, the Govern- 
ment's prestige has been olearly enhanced. 


3) War Profits Tax still s Fire. (Please see 
Item II y Review). ven reforming ten- 
dencies of the new Ministry and the universally recog- 
nized finanoial ability of new Finance Minister Hamid 
Prangieh have not been sufficient to complete the agree- 
ment with the merchants and put it into shape for sub- 
mission to Parliament during the month. There seems, in 
facet, to be no assurance that the necessary bill will be 
submitted to this special session of the Chamber, and 
the matter is approaching national scandal; for the 
Lh 6,000,000 visualized is only one million greater than 
the merchants offered in 1942, 


Even if the measure be drafted and voted by Parlia- 
ment, there will remain the thorny subsidiary question 
of the tax to be paid by the corporations which keep 
books and contend that they too should not be required 
to pay the tax in full while the merohants get off for 


a fraction 
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a fraction (perhaps a third) of the proper sum. At 
least one American company, Socony-Vacuum, will find 
itself in the middle of that issue. 


Cc) [+ er 


1) Speeital Session 
month the ry sion ament which 
opened July 5 (see Item II-B-1 last month) has succeed- 
e4 in considering only a small portion of the work be- 
fore it. Mily two sittings, July 11 and 25, have been 
held; and, of the agenda set by Presidential decree, 
nothing has been dealt with except for the Ministry's 
answer to some interpellations. In fact, the only two 
important accomplishments of the session thus far are 
the vote of confidence in the Ministry and the anti-~ 
eee resolution passed July 25 (see Item III-B-1 
below). 






Meantime, Beirut grows hotter and hotter, and, to 
all appearances, work lags more and more. There has 
already been talc of postponing most of the business 
to the regular autumn session. 


2) Papangial Committee Troupies- Qne reason for 
the delay amentary ac mentioned in the 
Item inmediately above has been a struggle for the 
chairmanship of the Finanoial Committee of the Chamber, 


which held up the work of this important committee dur- 
ing nearly the whole month. 


Hamid Frangieh's elevation to the Financial Min- 
istry on July 3 left bis post of Chairman of the Finan- 
oial Committee of Parliament vacant. Yussef Salem, cap- 
able Greek Catholic from South Lebanon, who had, just de- 
olared his intention to run for the Presidency of the 
Chamber next fall as a first step toward the abolition 
of sectarianism, immediately announced his candidacy 
for the important Committee chairmanship. 


Sabri Hamadi, preagsit President of the Chamber 
with his eye on re-election, set out to torpedo Salem's 
Plans. Since the Chamber President temporarily repla- 
oes missing committee chairmen, he was in a favorable 
position for maneuvre. 


The available committee members were evenly di- 
vided between Salem and his opponent Emile Labhoud 
when they met twice to vote, Had drawn vote been re- 
corded lem as older man would have won; but Hamadi 
each time got the consent of the Lahhoud men to oall 
the meeting no quorum, Lahhoud was then persuaded to 
withdraw in favor of Wadih Weim, an older man than 
Salem, who was duly elected 6 votes to 6 on July 28. 


3S) art th of 1 27 Yussef Karam, who 
had vot new y on July 11 because, 
as he stated, it had not yet replied to his interpella- 
tion by which he sought public olearance from any 


implication 
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implication of disloyalty in connection with the April 
27th Incident (see Item II-C-1 last month et ante), 
brought up the matter again at the July 25 sitting cf 
Parliament. Surprisingly he launched forth into a 
violent attack against the Government, going so far 
as to imply that its ineptness was "responsible for 
the blood that was shed on April 27", 


After this unexpectedly bitter attack, the Speak- 
er called attention to the fact that an interpellation 
does not have to be answered unless approved by major- 
ity vote (usually automatic) and ked for vote on this 
one. For the first time in the history of the Chamber 
the interpellation was refused. 


However, the Prime Minister, obviously greatly 
disturbed, said he could not let the question pass and 
made a short speeoh praising the Lebanese national spir- 
it and threatening to destroy the “treason which is be- 
ing practiced in secret". Maronite Karam, with his 
traditionally. pro-Frenoh background, may now join the 
opposition ranks, 


Earlier in the month the National Court of Jus- 
tice had completed with unusual speed its trial of 
those aooused in connection with the April 27th riot- 
ing. The sentences were very light considering that 
the affair originally started as a treason trial. Six 
of the accused were acquitted; seven received suspend- 
ed sentences; and seven received short terms of impri- 
somment or light fines, one only being as long as two 
years. 


The reliable British Ninth Army secret newsletter 
of July 15 reported: 


The relatively light nature of the sentences 
has been attributed in some quarters to a desire 
on the part of the Government to seoure the sup- 
port, or at least the neutrality, of the EDDE 
party, to which most of the aocused belong, be- 
fore the vote of confidence was moved in Parlia- 
ment. 


“2sHeRits MARES FeckTorE His Ts 
Greek Ca e putty ‘om financier, and 
sportsman, is a very rich, active and ambitious person. 
His support contributed much to the election of ul- 
Khoury as President of the Republics. of late rifts 
have appeared in their formérly close relationship (see 
Item II-A-l, above). 


Ambitious Pharaon, not content with this trend of 
affairs, bas for some time been trying to form a new 
political party to help him regain the influence whioh 
the President's entourage has been able to win away 
from him. Ostensibly he tells the President and the 
members of the old Constitutional Bloo that the new 
party is planned for their mutual benefit; and he pro- 
poses to call it the Constitutional-Independent Party. 


There 
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There is a field for such a grcup, because the 
President, now in office for non-renewable six-year 
term, has allowed his formerly potent Constitutional 
Bloe to fall apart. Pharaon may well aspire to re- 
Place him as its leader; and rumor has it that the 
new party alignment, if successful, will achieve sub- 
stantial majority control of the Chamber, 


TIT) EXVERWAL RELATIONS 


A) General 
1) O lopats at Home. Despite the 
announcemen: e. en’ on Ts rst diplomatic 


appointments to London.and Algiers almost three months 
ago (Despatch no. 361 of May 23, 1944) and the actual 
promulgation of the decrees making the appointments 
one month ago (Despatch noe 430 of July 4, 1944), Le- 
banon's first diplomats still remain in Beirut. How- 
ever, their departure may now be approaching, for the 
Foreign Ministry has notified the British and French 
that the ministers hope to leave for their posts late 
this month. 


Likewise the date of the "foreign service" exa- 
minations hed not yet been definitely set by the end 
of the month, although the examiners had been annown- 
oed and the final list of candidates, only 38 in num- 
ber, had been prepared. There is rumor that success= 
ful candidates will be eligible only for lower 
sonsular and diplomatio appointments and that the high- 
er posts will be filled by the arbitrary choice of 
“suitably connected" persons. 


Meantime, no progress is apparent towards comple- 
tion of the al plomatio appointments originally planned 
for Oairo, Jidda and Baghdad; although, to strengthen 
Lebanese independence and prestige, the Government oon- 
tinues to press the question of raising the American 
envoy to the rank of minister. See the Legation's tel- 
@, no. 149 of July 25, 5 p.m. and despatches nos. 

4 of July 5, 1944, and 455 of July 27, 1944. 







on, pre ders, decid- 
ed to celebrate ir July 14 National Holiday with 
offieial consular mass, military reviews, and recep- 
tion the Delegate General. Unfortunately, however, 
they not see fit to request Lebanese permission to 
hold their military reviews. Moreover, the Lebanese 
Government felt that the historical implications of a 
consular mass were derogatory to their newly=won sov= 
oreignty. 


This situation set the stage for another of the 


all-too-frequent “inoidents" which disrupt political 
and diplomatic relations in this capital, This one 


succeeded 
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succeeded in leaving the French at swords' points 
with both Lebanese and British. The full story may 
be read in the Legation's telegram no. 143 of July 
16, 2 peme and later allied developments in nos. 150 
of July 25, 9 poems and 155 of August 4, 1 peme 


3) The Iranian “Delegate” affair. Yet another 
"4noiden’ ortunately coino th the July 14 
friction, arising over the Prench Delegation General's 
amazing statement, made in writing to the Ira Minis- 
ter, that it considered the Iranian “Delegate” at Bei- 
rut accredited to itself. On the instance of the Iraqi 
Minister the Diplomatio Corps met and took formal exe 
ception to this action. Please see the Legation's des- 
patoh no. 445 of July 18, 1944, for a detailed account 
of this episode. 


B) American 


1) Pro-Zionist Planks in Republican and Democratic 
Party Platforms. nera anese reaction to 8 
Tatest proof of Jewish influence in American politics", 
as looal oritics put it, was less bitter than might 
have been expected. On the other hand, official reac- 
tion might be considered very sharp indeed, for, though 
it was later stricken from the record, the Lebanese 
Chamber of Deputies passed a formal resolution ocensur- 
ing American policy on the Zionist question. Despatch 


noe 481 of August 16, 1944, prepared concurrently, 
treats this matter in detail. 






i 
pmen banese and Syrian Gendarmeries, whioh 
has formed the subject of no small amount of correspond- 
enoe (despatches nos. 400, 429, and 463; telegram no. 
150 of July 26, 9 poem. et ante) during the past two 
months, has been kept unusually secret for this country, 
where seorets are rarely kept. So far as is mom, only 
the top members of the two local governments had any 
inkling that such negotiations were in progress. 


However, the secret is beginning to leak at the 
seams at last, for both “Le Jour" and the Syria-Lebanon 
edition of the “Palestine Post" carried short items dur- 
ing the past month, the latter stating that certain 
items of equipment (inoluding 200 jeeps!) have already 
arrived from America. Yet both of these items referred 
only to the Syrian gendarmerie, not the Lebanese. 





In any case the British authorities were suffi- 
ciently troubled by the misinformation and its possible 
effect to issue the following communique on August 53 


In view of the incorrect statements whioh 
have appeared in various newspapers, the British 
military authorities consider it advisable to is- 
sue the following information: 


All 
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All stores which have or are going to be is- 
sued to States of Syria and the Lebanon are being 
issued by the Allies on repayment, and are not 
issued under terms of Lend-Lease. 


The figures quoted in the Press of equipment 
which it is hoped to be supplied have been gross- 
ly exaggerated. 


Offieial information will be forthcoming in 
due course. 


C) French 
1) * sts" Develo 3. Despite the 
“oompleti on’ ansters qmmon Interests 


services reported in Item III-C-l of last month's Re- 
view, the Common Interests continued to make news dur~ 
ing July. 


Qn July 7, French and Lebanese succeeded in reach- 
ae an whe, cintyr punt. hedged by many reservations on the 
former, regarding the transfer of the “Sfre- 
ti hd services; but negotiations concerning the Troupes 
Speoiales continued to drag. Please see telegrams nos. 
132 of July 4, 6 poem. and 142 of July 12, 5 peme, as 
well as despatoh no. 455 of July 27, 1944. 


The “s@reté" transfer remains in considerable meas- 
ure nominal rather than actual, for the Lebanese have 
not gathered together the necessary personnel and equip- 
ment. However, they are proceeding with the process 
and should have their own system set up after not too 
long a delay. 


% progressive Lebanese circles still feel that 
ieee is “holding back" prerogatives which should pro- 
perly be Lebanese is indicated by an editorial in the 
July 29 issue of "Action", the anges newspaper 
whioh often forecasts general opinion. The editorial 
oriticized Prench failure to transfer the local broad- 
coasting station to Lebanon and Lebanon's laok of au=- 
thority over her own finanoial destiny, two issues of 
which we may expect to hear more in the not distant 


future. 
2) ae. C) ts to slate. 
When the 300 at month that 


of law, it seconded the Syrian reaction by publicly de- 
nying the Delegation's right to such action, The une- 
pie ti Communique rans 


The Lebanese Government considers that the 
two decrees issued by the Delegate General of 
Prance under date of April 20 and June 3O, 1944 
are null and void, since they emanate from a non- 
competent authority. 


In 


— 
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In Lebanon the right of legislation belongs 
exclusively to the Lebanese authorities. 


The French did not attempt to dispute the matter, 
Olaiming with injured dignity but perhaps with truth, 
that they were merely trying to remove outdated legis- 
lation from the books. Further details in this matter 
may be found in the Legation's telegram no. 155 and 
despatch no, 464, both of August 4, 1944. 


3) De lie's Was) tom Visit. There was no 
noticeable reaction fo a portant development in 
Lebanese oircles where the general feeling continues 
to be that Prance's peregrinations in higher world 
politios, and especially the amount of technical re- 
cognition she obtains, oan make little difference to 
her policy in and her relations with Lebanon. 


However, it was interesting to note somewhat warm- 
er feelings toward Americans on the part of local French- 
men following the President's announcement that the Unit- 
ed States will aocept the French Committee as the "de 
facto authority for the people of France". ne of the 
OWI. representatives said that their office felt the 
difference at onoe. 


Rather unfortunately, however, several newspapers 
garbled the statement and announced that the United 
States had recognized the Committee as the “de facto 
Government" of France. anomalously, the English-lan- 
guage "Eastern Times" made the error most obviously in 
a headline at the top of its front page; while the pro- 
French “L'Orient" had the story oorrect. 


D) axeb 


1) est b_U: « AS suggested 
in Item et month's Keview, the Arab Unity 


Question, sommolescent for several months past, took on 
new activity during July, sparked by the arrival in Le- 
banon of a sistingatshed host of prominent Arab leaders 
from Iraq and Syria. At one point this small state held 
no less than four prime ministers of Iraq, Nuri es-Said, 
Jamil Madfai, Toufiq Suwaidi and the present inoumbent, 
Hamdi Ba ja ji. 


Into this welter of visits, conferences and quiet 
talks “a deux" between Arab leaders from all the Fer- 
tile Crescent countries came an invitation from Nahas 
Pasha to the long-delayed "preparatory conference" at 
Alexandria. Lebanon accepted officially within a few 
days, on July 18; and the Government announced that 
Prime Minister Riad Solh and Poreign Minister Selim 
Tacla would make up its delegation. 


This announcement touched off criticism on two 
grounds. Some Moslem-fearing Christians objected to 
the omission of Maronite Moussa Mubarak who had accom- 
panied the earlier delegation in January and who, they 


folt, 
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felt, would serve to restrain the Moslem Prime Minister 
from pro=Arab "excesses". Progressive political think- 
ers, at the same time, pointed out that the Prime Min= 
ister had pramised that his second and newly established 
ministry would concentrate on internal reform, which he 
had neglected during his first ministry exactly because 
of similar jaunts to various other Arab states. 


In any case, shortly after Lebanon sent her accept- 
ance, it became evident that some hitch had developed 
in Egypt, for there was talk of postponing the prelim- 
coy conference until after Ramadan (due to begin Aug- 
ust 19 or 20). Such delay did not suit the Arab nota- 
bles gathered in Lebanon and eager for action. The 
sent Tahsin Kadri, Iraqi Minister to Lebanon and well- 
mown Arab leader in his own right, to Egypt to run the 
trouble to earth, while some of the hotter heade among 
them even talked of setting up their own conference 
here if Nahas should fail them. 


About this time too, the word got around that the 
main conference scheduled to follow the preliminary 
might be held in Lebanon, an idea which worried some of 
the “very Christian" Christians a bit more and which 
even in certain enlightened Moslem circles was consid- 
ered a needless exacerbation of inter-seotarian feeling, 
now happily more friendly than ever before. 


At the end of the month Tahsin bey returned, bring- 
ing word that delayed reoeipt of replies from Ibn Saud 
and Imam Yehia had led Nahas Pasha to feel that he could 
not go ahead with the conference until after Ramadan. 
Local Arab leaders soon resigned themselves to the ne- 
cessity of this postponement. 


2) oad oss 38. More than 900 
delegates me ru 6 Arab Medical Con- 
gress convened on July 8 (see Item III-D-3 last month). 
Tebanon, Syria, Iraq, Transjordan, Palestine, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, and Sudan were represented among the 
physicians. 


Meetings and festivities proceeded apace during 
the four da of the Congress and for some days after 
its official close. The American Diplomatic Agent was 
represented at the formal opening when messages from 
the three most prominent medical authorities of the 
United States were read twice by grateful Congress 
leaders, once in English and once in Arabiol 


As is apparently customary at these conferences, 
the delegates discussed more Arab politios than medi- 
cine, both stg hag however, to the advantage of the 
future of the Arab fands and of friendly relations be- 
tween them, Such meetings--there will be another, of 
roar gl in Syria next month--contribute materially to- 

8 fostering the “Arab Unity" ideal. 


BE) Russian 


- hae MAIL 0 - 


(Political Review, July 1044, Lebanon) 


B) Russien 


1) CJ « Russian recog- 
nition oa! eg s -labdanese circles 
near the end of the month, since similar reeegniticn 

Lebanon was expected to fellow shortly thereafter. 
All tieally senseious eireles in Lebanon made much 
of faet that the Soviet recognition ms “unlimited”, 

therein a nee Bee te Preneh Sinus an to 
Sypi pedi ti 4n the country (Please see the 
—— a te no. 140 of July 25, & peme and des- 
yateh no. 461 August 3, 1944, for full details). 


Merwe partioularised reactions cf interest were 
ox 


these reperted from 1 Comamnist, Gr 
and Avmenian eiveles, all of whieh locked forward to 
powerful "protector® » oF sympathetio aseist- 


me 
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I have the honor to report, with comment on 
tendent circumstances, the recent arrest of a 

nese oltizen, Naim Moghabghab, by French sol- 
dneident which has had disturbing reperous- 
‘fons in this country. The essential background to 


grams nos. 83, 85, 86, 68 and 95 and in the items 
Fogarting *™e April $7th Incident® included in its 
Monthly Politi Reviews during the period April 
through July. 


gnab, a journalist of no great tance 


and associate of then Interior 
» was swept into public 
943 during whi 


In the aftermath of this /incident the Lebanese 


Government at first oried and attempted OQ 
revolution and set up a special Wational Court to <), 
try of endeavoring to cut pee 
ahort ite In the end, how- | 
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charges, the "traitors" received only small penalties 
for disturbing the peace, and the whole affair was 
well along toward public oblivion by the middle of 
Auguat. 


The Government, like its nationalist sympathizers, 
considered Moghsabghab the hero of the April incident 
and made no attempt to punish him for his gunplay. 

He went for some days into hiding in the nearby 
mountains, guarded by well-armed Druze patriots, but 
later came down frequently to Beirut on personal af- 
fairs, 


Although during this period Moghabghab attended 
public gatherings freely in the mountains, he lived 
quietly in an attempt to encourage public forgetful- 
ness of the affair and protect the Government from 
the embarrassment which his too obvious presence 
might cause it. Repeatedly, however, he refused to 
accept the good counsel of personal and official 
friends that he absent himself from the country 
temporarily. The Premier and Foreign Minister nave 
told me they were amony these official counselors. 
Thus things stood on August 13. 


Meantime, the French authorities, more or less 
vindicated of complicity in the April 27 "plot" by 
the Government's failure to press its earlier charges 
of treason and attempted coup d'état, did not forget 
the matter. They had issued a military warrant for 
Moghabghab's arrest on the charge of attempted mr- 
der (the French soldier whom Moghabghab snot later 
recovered) and watched for an opportunity to arrest 
him without having to resort to armed conflict with 
his "bodyguard" of Druze stalwarts. 


On August 13 they succeeded, and at a partic- 
ularly unfortunate moment from the American stand- 
point, for Moghabghab was riding at the time in the 
automobile of Vice Consul William J. Porter of the 
Damascus Legation who had lent his car to a Lebanese 
wnose wife was Moghabgheb'’s cousin. A copy of Mr. 
Porter's memorandum on the matter is enclosed. 


After the French had Moghabghab sefely stowed in 
their military prison at Beirut, news of the arrest 
spread with considerable attendant public indignation 
especially in nationalist youth circles. Especially 
among the Moslems, the French action was considered 
as an assault on their independence and an insult to 
their national dignity, and they reacted accordingly. 
All sorts of wild schemes of retaliation were pro- 
posed, among them that of arresting Emile Eddé and 
other pro-Frencn Lebanese. The Najjadah, Moslem 
Youth Party, published a particularly fire-breathing 
anti-French proclamation on August 17 and joined 


with 


with the Phalangss, Maronite Youth Party, in sending 
delegations to demand action from the Government. 


The Government was caught unawares and found 
considerable difficulty in handling the situation, 
a scheduled meeting of Parliament being postponed 
at the last moment to avoid facing the deputies! 
questions. Although at first encouraging public 
indignation, presumably in the thought that thereby 
its hand could be strengthened in negotiations with 
the French, it soon realized that it was in a pecul- 
ilerly unfavorable position to provide the action the 
people wanted. The Prime Minister and the Foreign 
Minister did indeed call in the French Delegate to 
Lebanon and the head of the “SGrété aux Armées" for 
lengthy conference (General Beynet himself being 
scearcely on speaking terms with them following the 
July 14 incidents); but these interviews, the 
Premier has confided to me, only emphasized the 
wealmess of the Government's legal position in the 
matter. 


The Government had failed to try Mognabghab for 
the same offense, technically speaking, as that for 
which it had punisned others; and it had also ap- 
parently neglected to obtain, as part of its general 
reconciliation with the French after the April 27 
Incident, any specific assurance that the latter 
would refrain from molesting Moghabghab. And the 
right of the French military authorities to arrest 
and try him before military tribunal was legally 
unassailable. The Prime Minister commented to me 
that he himself had been under military sentence, 
detention or exile for some eight years for Arab- 
nationalist activity; let Moghabghab patriotically 
serve his term until the matter could be worked out 
on the political plane; the French had already 
indicated that a horse-trade might be effected. 


Consequently, the Government temporized with 
public demand for action; and the Prime Minister 
put off questioning delegations with requests for 
delay and promises of a full report "soon". Nor did 
it meet with great difficulty in this policy, for, 
as it so often happens in this country, the wave of 
popular support of Mognabghab receded; and the groups 
like the Najjadan, which had acted without thorough 
consideration of ramifications or consequences, looked 
around for opportunity to retire gracefully. This 
was found in the circumstances attending local cel- 
ebration of the liberation of Paris, government and 
nationalist indignation alike concentrating on the 
Delegation General's obvious efforts to turn them 
into pro-French political manifestations rather than 
rejoicing at Allied victory over the German armies 
in France. 


Consequently 
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Consequently, wnen a Najjad delegate called on 
the Prime Minister on August 28 re the Mo 
gnab matter, he was effectively not unwillingly 
put off with the remark: ®ye have much more impor- 
tant things in hand at present." And Mognabgneab's 
last chance of early aid @isappeared wnen Camille 
Chamoun, wno had shared the Government's view tnat 
his pro might better have left the country, 
departed on August 27 for his new post as 
Minister Plenipetentiary in Lendon. 


In retrospect, one unfortunate result of this 

oo ar pest among See ceaent oupperter 
ry) pres ts most supporters. 
As 0 young aationelis leader put it to a member of 
uy evaft: we no seener get on our feet, then the 


n again 
fome of these supporters are now saying end prob- 
ot nen.’ it camot protect them in a 

Pini lar oi ‘on. And Prench prestige has risen 
correspendingly, for the Lebanese, 20 few of whom 
are inelined to sacrifice for & principle, 
have seen enew the danger of French enmi ‘oe 
aoe 


im tunis ineident furtuer evidence taa 
Prenen eathorities in tnis country "will stop at 
"nis 


Respectfully yours, 


a Wadsworth 
Enclosure) 


1/ Memorandum of Mr. Porter, 
as stated. 


Griginal end nectograpa to the Department 

Copy to: American Le tien, Damascus 
American asposentative, Algiers 
Hen. Robert D. Marpny, Baples 

Pile no. 800 
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Enclosure to despatch no. 508 dated September 7, 1944 
from the American Legation at Beirut, Lebanon. 


Memorandum for Mr. Wadsworth. Damascus, August 15, 1944. 


Subject: Arrest of Naim Moghabghab at Ain Dara on 
August 135, 1944. 


On Monday morning, August 14, M. Bleuzet of the 
French Delegation in Damascus came to our Legation and 
informed me that the French authorities had taken from 
my car, in the district of Ain Zhalta, a person for 
whom the Sfreté had been looking for a long time. I 
inquired who the person was but he merely repeated 
*"Quelqu'un qu'on a chercné depuis longtemps." Bleuszet 
said he wished to express regrets that the car window 
had been broken while taking the man, and that the 


it. I recall that a ania 
have realised that the car not be touched. 


I had loaned the car to Wadia Namaan, a Lebanese 
national, who is the manager of the Wairn Company in 
Demaseus. I do this lke ak Gee a day or so to 
enable him to t his family in mountains. They 
do a t deal of mechanical work for us at cost, 
and o =~ many OWI and visiting American ve- 
hicles free charge, and in this way I can feel 
less obligated to them. 


On Menday afternoon, I saw Mr. Namaan, who = 
me the follow: details: He and his family (wife 
and two children) Rene Gates Suen Besikte: Se Ale to 
lunch with relatives. th them was Naim Mo . 
in of Mr. Namaan's wife. He was carrying no fire- 
arms and had informed Mr. Namaan that his reason for 
net doing so was that the French were no longer 
chasing hin. , 


the car found a sharp curve in the road blocked by a 
Prenoh mili weyreie. full of Chasseurs Libanaises 
and a Freneh agent. Mr. Namaan, who was driv- 


seeks bak araiaea oe hemeoel, which he dia at once 
offering no opposition. 


ves tout cat eaee steane.” cae calcd 
soldiers broke the rear window. The Sfireté agent 
teld Mr. Nemean that he regretted window was 
eats ue isa eee ee 
SQreté would pay the cost of repair. 


The streté apte beck Iemmabghab avey and Ur. 
Hameem arove back te maine. Wi a fe e He put 
the car away, reported the incident to lle Cha- 

said tuat since it was Sunday 
nothing to be done, but that he would take 
So the next day. Mr. Namaan 
to to keep his luncheon engage- 
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FOR WADSWORTH FROM MURRAY 
French Delegation has complained regarding certain recent 
incidents, partioulerly those connected with the proposed hoisting 
of flags and Te Deum on occasion of liberation of Paris and remarks 
’ attributed to you in connection therewith . Full details follow 
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' \' We are satiefied that allegations are subjective and ex- 
aggerated but I my say, out of abundant precaution, that we are 
waxious to pursue our policy toward Syria and Lebanon without 
ogeating ineidents with the French and with the greatest sympathy 
and understanding for their position and sensitive reslines; We 
ean afford to be forebearing end even magnanimous. 

“ Sent to Beirut. Repeated to American Mission, Paris. 
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git Department has no repeat no objection to publication of ° 

i axehange of notes in Syria and Lebanen and will make them avail- 2 

» > # 

i abie to the press here after exact texts have been received and © 
after President has sent your nomination to Senate for confirma- a 
ties. We hope the local Governments will likewise refrain from - 


: public announcement until thet time. Unfortunately it is im 
_prbetieable, under present circumstances, to set a definite date 
in advance. 
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AIR MAIL. 
MONTHLY POLITICAL REVIEW 


LEBANON 
AUGUST 1944 


I) HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH 


During the month of August the four chief events 
of the Lebanese political scene all fell under the 
heading of foreign relations, a situation not unusual 
since this small country is, to such a degree, depen- 
dent on the greater Powers for its very existence. 


The first three of these four highlights~=1.0. 
the arrest of Naim Moghabghab by the French authori- 
ties, Christian Lebanese agitation over revival of the 
“Greater Syria” idea, and the disturbances and fric- 
tions which followed the liberation of Paris--caused 
the greater excitement and temporary turbulence. ~~“t 
the last highlight of the month, recognition, actual 
or prospective, of Lebanese independence by various 
foreign powers, will undoubtedly prove of greater im- 
portance to this country in the long run. 


II) INTERNAL AFFAIRS 





A) The Minis 


1) Le on Establishes an Official Protocol. As 
forecast in Item 0: C) eview, Le- 
banese Government issued, on August 2, a decree set- 
ting up an official system of protocol and precedence. 
It consists of five “chapters"; namely, General Dis- 
positions; Protocol of the Presidency of the Republic; 
Protoeol of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Prptocol 
of the State; and Offioial Dress; and is accanpanied 
by four ancoxes entitled: 1) Presentation of Letters 
of Credence and Audiences of the President of the Re- 
publio; 2) order of Precedence of the Authorities; 

3) Order of Precedence of High Public Officials; 4) 
Official Dress. ‘The whole follows closely Iraqi pro- 
toool, on which it is based. 


In Annex 2 is set forth the precedence of the 
Diplomatic Corps as a body. It follows the President 
of the Chamber of Deputies and the Prime Minister (and, 
of course, the President of the Republic) and precedes 
all other official bodies. 


At least two complaints against the order of pre- 
cedence have *lready ‘een filed by the rank-conscious 
Lebanese, one from ‘hv heads of the religious commun i= 
ties who object to ranking no. 7, and the other from 
engineers who object that their association has no 
Place at all. 


While constituting a notably necessary and worth=- 
while step towards finalizing the country's indepen= 
dence, the new system appears somewhat over formal to 


one 
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one accustomed to past Lebanese informality. It will 
pe imteresting, for example, in this Mecca of sectar- 
4anism, to see whether the President continues to call 
on the Maronite Patriarch without receiving a personal 
call in return, or whether the Patriarch will follow 
the exactly opposite practice set up by the new system 
of protocol. 


2) When Is Independence Pex? That question has 
caused some esussion dur ‘® past month as one of 
the two formerly observed holidays, September 1, ap- 
proached. This day commemorated the establishment in 
1980 of Greater Lebanon, today the Republio of Lebanon. 
The second anniversary has been, since 1941, November 
26, for it was on that date that General Catroux pro- 
claimed Lebanese "independence". 


Miohel Pharaon, President of the National Con- 
gress, petitioned the Prime Minister that November 22 
(the date on which the President and Ministers arrested 
by the French in last November's coup d'etat resumed 
their functions) should supplant both earlier observed 
dates. After some discussion the Government reached 
the happy compremise that the nation should celebrate 
both November 22, as "Independence Day", and September 
1, in honor of the wider boundaries which Lebanon hed 
gained and the retention of which has been for 24 years 
so dear to the heart of the Christians. 


For the first time Moslem celebration of the Sep- 
tember date has been full-hearted, in willing recogni- 


tion of the country's new status and of their discard- 
ing of “separatist” aims. 
B) The Chamber 

1) Speoial Sess: Makes Little Progress. In Aug- 
ust the state or faeadon Joined Beirut'’s heat and hu- 


midity im dampening what little ardor for work remained 
in Parliamentary circles, with the result that the month 
produced only one sitting and very little by way of ac- 
oomplisament. At the single sitt: one deputy expressed 
what must have been the sentiment of many when he ques- 
tioned the utility of holding the special session which 
was in course, Hamid Frangieh, conscientious and hard- 
working Finance Minister answered that the House must 
complete its consideration of several important revenue 
billa before he could proceed with his duty of prepar- 
ing the 1945 budget. ‘he end of the month saw no action 
on any of them however (see below). 


late in the month politics succeeded where import- 
ant legislation had failed in oreating some Parliament- 
ary activity. Sabri Hamadi, present President of the 
Chamber, alarmed by Yussef Salem's campaign to win this 
second-ranking office of the Republic (see Item IIO=2 
last month), began in earnest his own campaign for re- 
election, and the deputies found themselves pushed hard- 
er and harder to take a side in the fight. 

2) 
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2) War Profits Tax Bill Reaches Parliament. Fi- 
nance Minister angie nally succeeded dur- 
ing the month in obtaining a signed and guaranteed 
agreement from the Merchants Association to pay a lump 
sum of LL 6,000,000 in lieu of individual obligations 
under the War Profits Tax (see II-B-3)last month) and 
submitted a bill to Parliament on August 24 to clinoh 
the long-overdue affair. 


However, he is far from out of the woods, for 
orescent oritiotiem of the arrangement in Parliamentary 
circles indicates that the bill may face a stiff fight. 
By the end of the month it was not out of committee. 


3) Lebanese Women Refused Fra: se. In its sin- 
gle meeting UgUs’ C) er the report of 
its Committee on Petitions and Proposals regarding the 
plan of extending the vote and the right to hold office 
to Lebanese women, The Committee expressed itself 
ageine’ the idea for several reasons, among them that 
it was contrary to Lebanese tradition, the Moslem re- 
ligion, anc the practice of other Near Eastern coun= 
tries Moreover, said the Committee's report, female 
Alliteracy is high (about 80%) and women are needed in 
the home rather than in public office where they would 
only aggravate the unemployment problem. 





The Chamber showed itself in agreement with the 
report by refusing a motion to appoint a time for dis- 
oussion of the proposal, thereby shelving it indefin- 
itely. The small amount of public oriticiam whioh re- 
sulted showed that a substantial majority of the popu- 
lation agreed with the Deputies on the issue. 


TIT) EXVERWAL RELATIONS 





4) General 

1) ib vic: 
Lebanon n progress to ‘es- 
tablishment of its foreign representation during the 


month of August. Pteodget nf it completed the Foreign 
Barvice examinations which have dragged for so long; 
@7 of the original 70-odd candidates passed, of whom 
7 were graduates or former staff members of the Ameri- 
oan University. These men are now eligible for ap- 
pointment. 


Secondly, the Government finally succeeded in 
choosing the staff of Camille Chamoun, new Minister to 
Londen, and sending him on his way. He left for Cairo 
with ha wife and staff on August 27, just after hav- 
ing been named to serve also as Lebanese representa- 
tive near the Belgian Government in London. 


However, the appointment of the new Minister's 


staff made quite apparent (as suggested last month 
in Item III-A-1) that the "career® men who passed the 


examinations 
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examinations will hold only the lower positions. Of 
the four staff members=<two counsellors, a commercial 
attache, and a vice consul-secretary-sonly the last 
had passed the examinations. At least one (by his 
own admission) and perhaps two of the others, although 
not ill-suited for their new work, appear to have been 
chosen primarily to the end that their former posts 
might go to others. 


2) Tension! A definite, if intangible, political 
factor of the month in Lebanon has been a gradually in- 
creasing tenseness and apprehension in higher oircles 
over the possibility of a change in Anglo-Frenoh rela- 
tions which might bring a reversal of General Spears’ 
policy of encouraging Lebanese “independence” against 
Prench pretensions to & special position in this coun- 
try. 


This tension was produced and nourished by the 
British Minister's and the Ninth Army Commander's con- 
tinued absence in London and lack of definite informa- 
tion as to their activities or the reason for their 
delay in returning to their posts. Pessimists feared 
the worst and rumors were rife. Only Spears' return, 
which would be taken as obviously vindicating his “pol- 
ioy", oan restore peace of mind. 


B) American 


1) Full Reoognition! me of the potentially most 
important matters 0: month was the prospective ox- 
tension of full recognition to Lebanon by the United 
States. Although so far as is mown, no preath of this 
news reached beyond the highest official oiroles, the 
satisfaction of those Lebanese who were in the know 
had no bounds. Please see the Legation's despatoh no. 
512 of September 6, 1944, whioh carries the story into 
the early part of September. 


2) React. to Zionist Planks. Looal reaction to 
the adoption o: o-Zionist Pp. @ in their platforms 
by the American Democoratio and Republican Parties was 
fully reported by the Legation's despatches nose 481 
of August 16 and 505 of September 4, 1944. 


C) Frengh 
1) The M bj b fair. The April 27th Inoi- 
dent (sed 1tem Trees a Yast month's Review et ante) 


came to life with a bang during August and gained a 

new title, "the Moghabghab Affair", because the event 
which brought the matter ‘back into the public conscious- 
ness was the arrest by the French authorities of Naim 
Moghal bo, violent nationalist who fired the first shot 
on April 27 last. The affair has been reported in de- 


Le by the Legation's despatch no. 508 of September 7, 


2) Paris' Fall Creates New Frictions. As report- 
ed in telegram noe IVE of September S, Ir ame, the vio- 
lent celebrations over the Allied capture of Paris, 


encouraged 
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encouraged and subsidized by the French, ended by ir- 
ritating both Lebanese nationalists and the Diplomatic 
Corpse 


Characteristic if not typical of the manifesta- 
tions whioh irritated many Lebanese was an inoident 
which ocourred to the head of the local "0.P.A.". He 
attempted to protest, drawing his revolver, when riot- 
ous Prench soldiers stopped his car and plastered it 
with French flags. Overpowered, he was thoroughly 
beaten up in front of his wife and his automobile dam- 
aged as well. 


The Government endeavored to follow a steady and 
restrained course through all this unpleasantness and 
maintain its om position above reproach by the French. 
The President sent a congratulatory telegram to General 
de Gaulle and courteously did likewise to Prime Minis- 
ter Churohill and President Roosevelt. Only the French 
found the latter acts not in keeping with the spirit of 
this Allied victory. 


More serious than temporary and superficial mani- 
festations like the above, the affair seems to have 
awakened the somnolent but ever-present sectarian ani- 
mosity whioh is perhaps the chief ourse of this coun- 
try. The reliable British Ninth Army Newsletter (se- 
oret) reported in parts 


Sufficient time has now elapsed since the 
liberation of Paris and the subsequent celebra- 
tions to enable some assessment to be made of the 
reactions of the local populations to this event. 


The Christians are, for the most part, gen- 
winely pleased at the signs of French renaissance 
as they are unwilling to see a lessen of Buro- 
pean influence in this part of the worldese. 


The peer part of Moslem opinion, on the 
other , Views with some apprehension the pos~ 
sibility of a strengthening of the French position 
as a result of the successes in France. 


D) arab 

1) c renc a ter of o- 
versy. ie preparatory Ara 
Tete ones, referred to in the last paragraph of Item 


IlI-D-1 of last month's Review, became official and 
public on August 135, when Foreign Minister Tacla an- 
eet he had received a telegram from Nahas to that 
effect. 


Bven the new date of September 25 did not please 
everyone, however, Sheikh Yussef Yassin, personal re- 
presentative of King Ibn Saud, arrived in Lebanon to 
persuade the local Government that attendance at the 
September conference would be "against their own na- 
tional interests". Airgrams nos. A-485 of August 26, 


and 
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and A=-491 of August 31, from the Cairo Legation give 
the Sheikh's own story of his visit. 


little as the Lebanese Government would wish to 
offend King Ibn Saud, it has felt itself unable to with- 
draw from participation and has thus far given every in- 
dication that the departure of Prime Minister Solh and 
Foreign Minister Taola will proceed as planned. 






estion Creates Hor- 


y perhaps 
er, one facet of the larger concept of Arab Unity 
caused perhaps the greatest upheaval of Lebanese opin- 
ion during the month. 01d wounds were reopened when 
the Transjordan Consul at Catro apparently suggested 
the formation of a "Greater Syrian" union. The result- 
ing train of events is described in despatch no. 518 
of September 15, 1944. 


E) Russian 


1) Wahab eit Reoonpizes Lebanon. The first uncon- 
ditional reoogn: on 0: anese independence from any 
nation outside the Arab World, since reestablishment 
of the constitutional regime a year ago, was accorded 
on August 4 when Novikov, Russian Minister to Egypt 
and Ambassador to Greece and Yugoslavia, in formal 
ceremony, announced his country's recognition to the 
Lebanese Government. Telegram no. 156 of August 5, 

6 PeMe and despatoh no. 475 of August 12 cover the’ 
matter in detail. 


Qne additional point of interest has since came 
up. Third Secretary Henry, recently in Cairo, talked 
there with Nadim Dimeshkieh, newly appointed Lebanese 
Commercial Attache at London. Dimeshiieh, who had been 
attached to Novikov during the latter's stay in Lebanon, 
said that an additional, unpublished text, a letter from 
Novikov to Foreign Minister Tacla, had figured in the 
yeoognition negotiations, and that it had approved and 
confirmed all points raised by Taola's original tele- 
gram to Molotov whereas the latter's own reply had been 
briefer and less explicit. The Legation is now endeav~- 
oring to obtain a copy of this dooument. 


F) Polish 


1) oe Eee igang Sut . Within two weeks of Rus- 
sia's reo on se independence Poland fol- 
lowed the same course, also unconditionally. The in- 
terest details of this event are reported in the 


Legation's despatch no. 494 of August 24. 


3) Qther 
1) ecognitions Pending. At least four other 
nations @. o be consider extending their re- 


cognitions to Lebanon. News leaking out of the Foreign 
Office and various consulates in Beirut indicated that 
Iran and Ethiopia are ready to take the step and that 


the Netherlands 
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the Netherlands is considering doing so. Both the 
Ethiopian Minister and the Dutoh Charge diAffaires 
at Cairo visited the Foreign Minister during the 
month, and the Iranian "Delegate" has indicated that 
he Would be only too happy to shed his ancamnalous 
title. 


And finally, reports from Wadih Ashkar, Lebanese 
deputy on mission in Brasil (Item III-F-1 of the May 
Review), to the effect that the latter country expects 
to ex@amd its recognition scon were confirmed by the 
Department's airgran no. A-SO of Auguet 4, 1944, 


V ve pRaraning OFrice : TO BE TRANSMITTED 
Wits INDICATE. WHETHER 





: SECRET 
TELEGRAM SENT iui. 
Sanaa Tass RESTRICTED 
CLEAR 
RESTRICTED 
If you have seoured copy of letter Novikov to Foreign 


Minister referred to in your despateh no. 519, September 16, 
. please telegraph pertinent portions of text. 
*¢ 


sb (EPA 


*+91-6/00° 3068 











1/2/ 


CONFIDENTIAL 
simuect: Soviet Recognition of Lebanw® 





















AMERICAN 


Beirut, 
October 74 





Unpublished Soviet Note of Jikeg 


iat £90 E00 fyi yy 


Supplementing the Legation's telegram noe 14 
of October 7, 11 aeme, I have the honor to transmit 
herewith text and translation of a note from Ambassa- 
dor Novikov to Lebanese Foreign Minister Tacla, which 
formed part of the negotiations preceding recent Sov- 
det recognition of Lebanese independence. 


The Acting Foreign Minister, who gave his per=- 
mission for a member of the Legation staff to copy 
this letter directly from the original, has requested 
that the text be kept confidential, 


Although this letter contains no new inf orma tion 
the words “Exprimant d'ordre du Gouvernement Soviet- 
dque le consentement au dit textecese” would seem to 
hold some juridical importance as giving Russia's spe~ 
oific agreement to the terms of Tacla's telegram, 
where Molotov's own reply was less clear on the pont. 


Respectfully yours, 
abso 
e Wadsworth 


Yenor osuress 


A 1) Copy of text of Unpub- 
lished Soviet Note of 

July oes 1944; ’ 

2) Translation Sberect's 1% NUN 26 1945 


Original and hectograph to epertnenk 4, 





Distribution: 
American Embassy, Moscow; 
American Legation, Damascus. 7 
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Ain Miu. _Bnglaware no. 1 to Doapeset vor SA, dated October 
q, G44, frome American Logatios Beirut, Lebanon, 
2, soviet Hote of July rs 


» 1044. 


29 Juillet 1044 


Monsieur le Ministre, 

Stat 1lthonneur de porter & votre comaissance 
que jtei fait part eu Gouvernement Soviétique du 
texte oldessous du projet de votre thlégreme & V- 
u. Molotov, Oomissaire du Peuple des Affaires Et- 
rangbres de 1*Union des Républiques Sovlétiques 
Socialiates: 

(Tacla's note to Molotov follows). 

Exprimant, diordre du Gouvernement Soviétique, 
le qonsentemers a Git sexte, j'ai linemseur de Vous 
yemsttrve le projet satya de la réponse A addresser 
& Votre nems 
(meletov's note to gaela follows). 

de vous prie, Monsieur le Ministre, dtaccepter 


jee semurances de ma tres haute consideration. 


cnt eeanan an ose 





Maeloswre no. 2 to Despatoh no, S41, dated Cotober 
7, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Soviet Note of July 29, 1944. 


Bnglish Tranglation 


July 29, 1944 


Mr. Minister, 

I have the honor to inform you that I have ocom- 
muntoated to the Soviet Government *he text given be- 
low of the draft of your telegram to i. Molotov, Peo- 
ples Commissar of Foreign Affairs of the Union of ; 
Soviet Sooialist Republics: 

(Tacla's note to Molotov follows). 

Expressing, by order of the Soviet Government, 
4¢a assent (le consentement) to the said text, I have 
the honor to submit to you the following draft of the 
reply to be addressed to you (a votre not) 4 

(Molotov!s note to Tacla follows). 

I beg you, ur. Minister, to accept the assurances” 
of my very high consideration. 


N. Novicov 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics 
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Legation has just obtained confidentially 
from Lebanese Poreign |.inister copy of note from 
Novikov to Paola regcrding which Departrent mn-- 
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701,90 EbI/ ge -1 att 
Foreign Minister's telegram (ge aS. rain’ text) 
WE Och. - LE ‘ 
to his Government ond quotes it in full.- 


Pirst paragraph states Novikov has Lyi 

Wext peragraph begins: “Expressing by order of 
the Soviet Government its assent (le consentement) 
to the said text, I have the honor to transmit to you 
the following draft answer to be eddressed to you", 
Noleteyv's telegram (sce same despatch} to the Foreign 
ilintster is them quoted in full. 

Tis note is dated July 296 Please note, however, 
that Tacla's telegra to Moldtov was stated in official 


’ 


Levanese 


Pll foo'70L5 


year? Diy 
ag. 
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~2af@14, Ooteder 7, 7 pam. from Beqrut 


Lavaneec communique to be dated Juty Sl.. 


Presumably this note is the "message" mentioned 
in last paragraph of that communiquess Pull text by 
airmail. 
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THE HONORABLE 


THE SECRETAR’ 


I have the honer to transmit herewith “Monthly 
poli cion Review - Lebanen" for the month of Septem- 
1944, 


‘The outline of this review had been prepared by 
Seoretary frem extensive notes kept dur= 
ing the yeriet, wut Department's urgent summens 
ter hin vepert in Washington prevented him fran 
G@vafting his notes in final form. In their eellation 
he had eellaborated with Special Attachd«Demmett who, 
dn the eiremstanees, was good enough te velunteer to 
peepee the sent review. The Department will, I 
‘eel sure, my view that the result is excellent. 


ir. Henry's departure constitutes a real loss to 
my staff, and I take this epportunity to record that 
@ar: the seven months when he was charged with the 
of the Monthy Political Reviews he showed 
steadily increasing cempetence as a political effieer. 
Pending other 


F 


yp snaraa 
‘ 


arrangements Mr. Dennett will centinue 
te prepare these monthly reports under ay supervision. 
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This review is, as usual, preceded by a Table of 


listing the subjects treated. 
Respectfully yeurs, 
Pe ni en — = 
eI WAL SiUDES Whorge Wadsworth | ¢ 
losures _ nga . 
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I) HXGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH 


Without question the most important politioal 
trend in Lebanon during the month of September has 
been an inerease of confidence of the Preneh offi- 
eials and their Lebanese partisans, culminating in 
what to them appeared the certainty of victory when 
General Spears returned from London with word ef an 
Anglo~Preneh understanding designed to bring about 
signature of Franco-@yrian and Franco-Lebanese trea- 
ties. 


Pram the moment indeed of Spears’ departure in 
July, Preneh eireles, whieh seem to have been in ime 
mediate touch with the progress of the London eonver- 
sations, became increasingly optimistic. RExultation 
over the liberation of Paris, the change of hepe into 
eonvietion that Prance was again to became a European 
Power, faverable Giplomatie news from abread=-all these 
facters were tvansiated inte a stiffened French atti- 
eae an Syria and a more oamplacent confidence in 

one 


In the face of sueh circumstances, the Lebanese 
Government and these nationalists striving to defend 
the newly won independence of their country were great- 
y gastained by the American Govermment's announcement 

Tull reeognition of Lebanon anf Syria and the ap= 
pointment of Mr. Wadsworth as Minister. Its political 
effect fram their viewpoint eould not have been more 
opportune; the Press, the Government, and many indiv- 
poo pega by sinsere expressions of keenest sat- 
isfaction. 


The third highlight of the month was the intense 
interest shown in the preparatory events and subsequent 
convening ef the Arab Conference in Egypt. The extren- 
ist peo-French groups, seeing in any success of the con- 
ference a vietory of British spensored Pan-drabian to 
the detriment of French influence, made much of Ibn 
Savd's reluetance and freely predicted failure of the 
Comgress. Concurrently the Premier again reiterated 
his pelicy in the Chamber in umistakeble language, and 
the efi@ition of a third member, Musa Mubarak, to the 
Lebanese Delegation created a Christian majority of two, 
thus reassuring Christian circles. 


II) INTERNAL AFPATRS 
4) The Presidency 
1) ebrate. gsident's e & 


September on, ° y oele C) st 
anniversary of the President's electian. In preparation 


for the 
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Tor the event the Govermment had erected an aroh on 

the Damascus road and a reviewing stand in the center 
of the oity, while there was a lavish display of flags 
fram public buildings and private shops and residences. 
In the forenoon the President, Premier, Cabinet, and 
Diplomatic Corps reviewed a military parade; and in 
the afternoon at a garden party the President delivered 
an appropriate message to the people. 


After ccamenting with satisfactimom on Lebancn's 
s © for independence during the past year, after 
those countries which had recognised febanese 
independence, after praising the brotherly attitude of 
the neighbor: Arab countries and re joie: over the 
progress of Allied arms, the President add signifie 
oantly: 


In this field of principles the concept of 
“gall nations" exists no lenger. There 1s only 
the sacred right for the small as well as the big, 
the right for whieh so many men have fought and 
ere still fighting, and for which so much blood 
and tears have been shed everywhere. Henceforth, 
the fact must correspond to the right. 


2) t. Like ite American progeni - 
ter, the t, aleiukhter, carries 
Word ef praise from 
some outstanding figure in the Arab world. On the 
wack of September's al-Mukhter, President Beshara el- 
Khoury had this to say: 





Through our emigrant sems and brothers, an= 
eiemt and strong ties bind us Lebanese to the 
american people. Those emigrants, many of whan 
are now fighting in the american armed forces 
whieh are s ing for the cause of democracy 
and for a New World, ere part of Lebancm. They 

for the Lebanese hemeland as Lebanon yearns 
or then. 


We do not forget the many important cultural 
services whieh the great american Institutions 
have rendered to eur country. It gives us pleas- 
wre te renew and reinforce these ties through al- 
Mokhtar whieh we also welcome as an effective 
meens for national eduseation. 


Its articles broaden the scope of our inter- 
ests in affairs which concern the whole world, 
It is necessary for the man of today, in consider- 
ing such affairs, to have a World viewpoint for 
an international understanding and for trivwaph 
seer the differences between contemporary oivili- 
mations. 


B) The Ministry 


“LPB aban Resta, I crs ane 
there has @ rable tieliom of the fiseel 


Wagtioes 
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Practices of the Government, which has been charged 
With extravagance and financial incompetence. In ad- 
Gition to these general charges, which censorship has 
kept out of the Press, those in a position to kmow 
have been cammenting on the monthly deficit in the 
Supply Ministry. 


Qm the first of this month, censorship permitted 
the press to refer for the first time to a monthly de- 
fieit of 614,000 pounds in the budget of the Supply 
Ministry. 


The deficit began some eight months ago and ac- 
o to Saadi Munla, President of the Parliamentary 
Committee on Supplies, totalled by September 1 sane 
two and three quarter million pounds, At the end of 
the month, therefore, the deficit was well over three 
million pounds, or almost ten percent of the annual 
budget. 


These difficulties arose when the Goverment un- 
der the existing price control rationing system found 
itself selling wheat at a loss. Ome obvious remedy 
was to raise the price of bread. This measure was pro- 
posed in a meeting of the Council but was rejected as 
pelitieally wwise and socially wmjust te the poor who 
already pay too mush for their bread. A second propes- 
@l was equally obvious: to lewer the fixed price of 
Wheat--whieh is extremely generous=-paid to the farm- 
ers. Unfortunately Lebanon has a farm bloc, too, whieh 
if not as well organized as in the United States, is 
still net te be trifled with. A third and more = 
tie proposals to fire the employees of the Ministry, 
had equally objectionable features, 


The Govermment therefore has failed to find a so- 
lution for this problem and has taken no action. Those 
Whe are prone to condemn it for timidity-<and the erit- 
ies are te be found both in mative and in foreign oir- 
eles-ewould do well to remember that the governments 
of certain great Western Powers cenfronted with a scme- 
what similar predicament have not shown greater courage. 


Hewever, the failure of the Government to take ac- 
tion will undewbtedly fan the flames of oriticia, but 
more serious, if the deficit eontinues unchecked, the 
treasury may one day soon find itself in diffioulties, 
at which mement increased taxes or loans will be the 
only solution. 


Parenthetioally it may be observed that the pro- 
grem of internal reforms promised by the Premier on 
the oceasion of the July reorganization of his cabinet 
seems to be petering out, and the prececupation of both 
Government and publics with Giplematio and international 
events has produced an unwillingness either to talk 
much, or to do much, about internal reform. 


2) tish Counoil. Of par- 
ticular s' r ican edu- 


oause mt 
cational institutions in Lebanon, has been increasing 
weblic 
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public pressure on the Ministry of Education to effect 
reforms in the ourriculum of the primary and secondary 
school systems. The movement was led in large measure 
by graduates of the American University of Beirut<-= 
some of whom held higher degrees from Columbia, Chi- 
eago and Harvard--and was encouraged by the British 
Council. The resulting controversy led to the appear- 
ance of two factions, the ome favoring the established 
Prenoh system, the other the Anglo-@axon. Both sides 
could agree on but one points the necessity for in- 
proving instruotion in Arabic. 


Binee the French authorities from the beginning 
of the Mandate have made of education one of the pil- 
lars of their political aims, anf since more recently 
they have been attempting to maintain their position 
ef eultural preeminence by a negotiated Convention 
Uni ta: Getails of which were rep 

on espatch no. 441 of July 14, 1944, it was 
to be expected that the French would exert all their 
influence te obtain a favorable decision. They did so 
and had the field to themselves, since neither the 
British mor the American diplomatic authorities oo~< 
sidered the controversy a proper field for their un- 
solicited adviee. 


As @ result, the Minister of Education, Habib 

Abi Shahla, a man who takes no cbances with the pre- 
wailing winds, for reasons best imown to himself, but 
wriously interpreted by others, packed the ccami ttees 

in the report with a substantial pmo | of 
people who were French educated and whose sympa es 
and in some eases whose liveliheed were directly in- 
velved in the decisions to be reached. From the first 
session of August 30, and thereafter during all ef Sep- 
tember, the French majority talked and voted as a bloo, 
and on more than one cecasion there were seenes of dis- 
— when it shouted dom the speakers of the opposi- 

CHe 


By the end of the month it seemed likely that 
whatever report was brought in would represent ca- 
pletely the desires of the Prench educational direc- 


3) - The Le- 
panese s as s ef Supplies 
issued a deeree dated September 25 by whieh he prepared 
the way for rationing of textiles, The decree requires 
all persons within eight days to declare to the Govern- 
ment their stocks ef cotten, wool and silk, beth nate 
wal and artificial, as well as stocks of thread, and 
further provides that they declare all subsequent ac- 
Quisitions of these commodities whether produced lo- 
eally or imported. A new department was created to 
take charge of the control and supervision of the tex- 
tile industries. 


By this decree Lebanon now falls in line with 
Syria, whioh for some time has been urging joint 


gotion 
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action in a ccmmon policy to control the scandalous 
Ppriee of textiles. 


Since the textile manufacturers who have made 
exerbitent war profits are te be affected by the de-~ 
eree, they may be expected to exert their om person- 
al influence, as well as the controlled influenee of 
their employees, against this measure. The Commercial 
Attache will cover the problem in his Quarterly Review. 


©) The Chambey 


2) ts - After more than two years of 

» 3s, 8 ts and declarations, the Cham- 
ber en September 26 passed the agreement entered into 
by the Goverment with the Merohants' Assoeiation, re- 
ferred te in recent Monthly Political Reviews. 


By this agreement the merchants undertake to pay 
in lieu of the war profite tax laid dom by legisla-~ 
tive decree no. 265 of November 6, 1942 the sum of 
6,000,000 pounds to cover the period from the Ist of 
Janmry 1940 te the Slst of December 1944, 


The measure fupther provides that “the Cences- 
ei Cempanies and Fore Joint Stook Companies 
shall exeepted from the of this first pare- 
graph and the Goverment shall collect fram them the 
aid tax either by a speeial agreement or in accord- 
anee with the lawt, 


Payment of the tax is te be made over a period 
ef six months in ¢hree installments, The Merchants! 
Association is responsible for eollectieon of the tax 
from ite members, but if any member refrains from mye 
ing his assessed share, the Department of Pinance 1 
them ecllect his tax as provided by las. 


Thus while the offer of the Merchants’ Associa- 
tion has been accepted, a precedent has been created 
which will doubtlese embarrass the Government when it 
attempts to collect the taxes of campanies not members 
ef the Association, including American Sceony-Vacwm. 


Qne may observe in emelusion: 1) That the mer=- 
ehants by tery tacties and possibly less honest 
devices evaded payment, and the Goverment by fear, 
personal eupidity, and possibly less honest motives 
evaded collection, of a tax that was neither wmjust 
ner onerous; 2) The cash settlement by universal ad- 
mission represents but a fraction (probably less shan 
a third) of the amount that would have been collected 
under the law; and 3) The example set does not augur 
well for the income tax law whieh goes into effect on 
January 1, 1945. 


Test too harsh a judgment be passed on the present 
Government whioh only within recent months has obtained 


offiotel 
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official eontrol of functions and duties formerly exer- 
oised by the Mandatory Power, it is necessary to remark 
that the War Profits Tex Decree was passed, and the tax 
unoollected, for almost a year before the present Gov- 
ernment came into existence and inherited this problem. 


2) ber - After meh disoussion and a heated 
debate on 5, the Chamber passed the Iabor Bill 
Providing for an increase of the wages of all daily la- 
borers except government and municipal employees, The 
inerease, based om the wages of January 1, 1044 varies, 
inversely with the amount of wage, from 18 to W percent. 


3) ¢ 0: Code ° ‘The Chamber amended 
the ¢ iy ¢ abrogating or replacing 
Articles 80, 144 and 630. ‘The economic and damestie in- 
Plieations of these amendments will be described later 

the Commercial Attache. Of political interest are 

provisions that no jeint steck company shall be 
founded exeept by a permit ted in a decree taken in 
the Oewneil of Ministers, t all joint stock eampanies 
founded in Lebanen must have their head office in Ieban- 
on, that these companies shall necessarily be of Lebanese 
nationality amd that they shall be administered by a 
board of etors consisting of not less than three and 
not more than twelve members, one-third of whom must be 
Tebanese citizens. 


Thus Lebanen in pursuit of her nationalist goal has 
taken a step to fall in lime with other amall ceuntries 
Peper to prevent the unchecked exploitation by foreign 
eapital. It t be added that those Lebanese who are 
suspieieus ef the possibility of a considerable influx 
ef Zionist capital are not displeased. 


4) ° The opening of the Ordin- 
ary 411 cocur as provided by 
lav om October 17, the first Tuesday after the 15th, 
a enigh Sime a mew President of the Chamber will be 

eted. 


The eontest for the presideney (speakership) was 
well under way in September with two candidates preal- 
erg the present Fi pagent veins ree lohersabd sect Sao 

Hemadi, a Moslem enjoying suppert the 
Cenati tatienniiote, and Yusuf Bey Salem fron South Le- 
Venen, Greek Catholic supperted the Edde pro-French 
gos &t the moment, Hamadi's election seems likely, 
the eentest will watehed with interest. 


D) The Press 


crys REP POEL A Dene 
se y orers print: shops went on 
strike for higher wages, despite an aerecunt when they 
received their last wage increase at the beginning of 
the year that no strike would take place unless prices 
rose 28% over the figures prevailing on January 1. The 


strike 
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strike ended September 22 with a victory for the strik- 
ers who received a raise equivalent to one month's pay, 
to be spread over the remaining months of the present 
year. Most interesting fact is that the Printers’ Union 
is reported on excellent authority to be a Commnist 


organisation. 
B) Miscellaneous 

1) in - The peace was broken 
in South ry 8 skirmishes and alarms 


s 
during the last two weeks ef the month. 


It seems that a protege of the most influential 
Shiite ef Sonth Lebanon, Ahmad el-Assad, was appointed 
Mukhtar ef Kaneah, apparently against the will ef « ma- 
jerity of the inhabitants. In this circumstance, an 

of el-hsead's named Kasen el-Khalil, politically 
influential in Pyre, abetted by ex-Supply Minister Adel 
Osseiran, saw an epportunity to disturb the Government 
and discomfort Ahmed el-Assad. 


Therefore the Kaimakem at Tyre was induced not to 
notify the new Mukhter of his appeinteent, ner send 
him his credentials, and when the Mukhtar eame to Tyre 
te investigate, Me tn aatanie ek ee 
eitea by el-Hhalil. The wnfertunate Mukh’ thereupen 
went toe Beirut, seeking reereee but on his arrival was 

' 


When Almed el<Assad heard this, he went to his 
Village of Taybeh and informed his retainers and fel- 
lewers that he considered the beat ef the Mukhtar 
em insult te his own person. A mal oy some 
mounted, seme on foot, and all armed, fasea it- 
self and set off fer With the intention ef secu- 
a and the Geverment house, burning dem 

ef ei-Zbalil, and replacing the Kaimakam by 


When it became apparent that no one but the Presi- 
Gent of the Republic could prevail on al<Assed, the 
latter entered into etiation with the President and 
atl agreed te 1 eff hie men if the Kaimakan 
were and other eencessions granted. This prepo- 
sition reseived the President's assent, and the forces 
Gi spersed. 


Immediately afterwards, for reasons imperfectly 
understeed, the henehmen of el-Khalil and those of el- 
&asad began te raid each ethers villages, Reprisals 
led to reprisals, wtil preety Soe people had been 
Killed and several wewsded. At 8 point the Govern- 
ment despatehed a foree of S secompanied by an 
Exceptional Investigater the latter soon had all 

eipants of the riets in jail awaiting trial 
in Exeeptional Court of Justice. The real instiga- 
ters ee the trouble, who were naturally untouchable, 
escaped. 


Rr the 
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By the end of the month the Government's firm 
stand had restored order; the dead were forgotten and 
the unhappy prisoners awaited the decision of their 
Exceptional Judges. Ahmed el-Assad had publicly dem- 
onstrated that his prestige was not to be trifled with, 
While mutual friends were left to devise a strategen 
to bring the two rivals together for apologies. 


This incident is reported for what light it may 
shed on the mores of the rural districts of the country. 


TIX) EXTERNAL RELATIONS 


A) Diplomatic 
1) t, tments. Camille Chamoun, Le~ 
banese ry r ion, © with his wife and staff 


had gene to Egypt in August en reute to England, re- 
turned hastily to Beirut on September 15 for consulta- 
tions as the result ef the Spears demarche. His re- 
appearanee was the occasion of mich speculation and 
ossip. Pive days later, Chamoun left again for Lon- 
ion, this time with an added honor, that of serving 
near the Gevernment of Cseehoslovalia. 


Meanwhile at month's end the new Minister to Paris, 
Abmed Daouk, still had not departed, and there were no 
wsigns of activity in the appointment of envoys to other 
countries, including the United States. 


2) Speers Revurns. The cireumstances of Spears’ 
demarehe | réperted in bene atoge 4 no. 190 af 
September 15, 6 peme3 195 of Se) er 19, 10 Pome; 
194 ef September 90, 11 aum.; 197 of September 21,noon; 
201 of September 22, 6 p.m.; and 202 of September 25, 

om, Sinee the general publie is as yet ignerant 
the facts, ne further comment seems necessary be- 
yena ebservatien that while Prance's desire for a 
treaty was bee obvious by the enf ef the month to 
many poeple, Spears’ rele was known to only a few. In 
view of the elreumstances, it seems remarkable that 
counsels ef prudence have prevailed in the narrow oir- 
eles of the informed, who appear to believe that the 
weet course is to stand quietly firm and play fer 


s 
: 
ts 


° 
brief eeremeny decorated General Paul Beynet as report- 
ed in the Legatien's despateh no. 536 of Ootober 4, 
Those whe expeeted that French propagandists would draw 
fram this event the argument that the United states 
would seeend Spears were disappointed. The Beirut cut- 
pest ef the Office of War Information performed an ex- 
cellent pleee ef work in making explicitly clear the 
reasons fer the deceration. 


2) 
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2) U te: $; 6 ee The 
pleasure e r a invita- 
tion to send representatives to the Civil Aviation Cen- 
ference is reported in telegrem no. 190 of September 15, 
6 Dem. Newspapers ecment that this invitation is a 
visible teken of recognition of lebanese independence, 


3) e « Popular reaction to the 
news of ager! Seer es =. Soowss ves 
in Legation's airgram A Pm I 

t be a te to quete a later editerial in sa- 


‘3s at~-Ta'ih (The Brrant Journalist) s 


The American Legation (i.e. 0.W.I.) in Bei- 
rut has issued a frank and elear statement about 
the histery of cur coutry's relations with the 
United States, the Washington Government's ef- 
forts for our independence, and its full and m-«- 
eenditional reeognition of Lebanon in its natural 
frentiers as independent and fully sovereign, nei- 
ther under the influence, ner attached to, anyone. 


People in large mumbers gather to read and 
to retain this statement, for it is the historical 
doewsent which censecrates this independence and 
endorees its permanent guarantee. 


This statement has put an end to idle talk. 
It has come at the right moment putting forward 
the viewpoint of the Allies before the conference 
at the Arab Unity talks in Alexandria. 


C) Fremeh 


i) « If the affair of 
the » Geseribed in Legation's 
Gespateh neo. 506 of September 7 has not yet passed into 
@livien, it is also true that during september it was 


@ matter of little to amyome except the m- 
fortmate bghad » Whe gave up an 18 day hun- 
ger strike me one noticed his cemiuct. The Govern- 
ment's pesition is not strong and hence it is not desir- 
ous of the iseue; the Prenoh on their side ap- 
pear te be the prisener as a future bargaining 


counter, but page eden arly pig ta best friend, Chamoun, 
appears to have de: before departing for Lon- 
@em, and others are lukewarm, it is possible that Mo- 
guabghad vil) not Be werth bargaining for, in which 
event the case may be quietly elosed. 


D) ameb 


2 APE PRESS ees DG, Dat nd thoes 
ef the described in the Le- 
| higher Gespatehes ne. 518 of September 15 and no. 

of September 28. A complete story will be told in 
the Monthly Political Review for October whioh will 
Geseribe the reaction to the Conference's decisions. 


—L 
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®) ieamian 
1) = e tlen". The Irenian Goverment 
bas at 8 B ° “in a rather backhanded way, 


personal rank of Minister, Massud Meased, who as the 
© will reeall was aceredited to the French, in 
whieh eapacity he was ignored by both local Govermmnts 
as well es the Diplematie Corpse, This arrangement 
led te mere one wnpleasent ineiéent, enief of whieh 
the Preneh Del 











Beirut, Lebanon, 
October 23, 1044. 
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In my telegram no. 228 of October 2U, 10 sem. I 
Hhad the honor to report, with pricf record of subso- 
huent developiuents, that on October 13 General Beynet 
ad expressed to the Lebanese President his opinion 
at the resolutions of the reoeont Alexendris Arab 
Conference had rendored impossible the negotiation of 
a Franco-Lebanese treaty and, consequently, that the 
French ‘Government might have to considor that Genoral 
CGatroux's declarations of Lebanose independence had 
peen invalidated thereby. 





of the "resolutions" in question the most obvi- 
ously applicable to this French thosis was the sixth 
paragreph of section I of the Protocol signed at 
i Alexandria on October 7 which, dealing with political 
Lp pases for the projectod Loague of Arab States, pro- 
f vided that: "In no case will it be allowed to adopt 
a foreign policy which may be prejudicizl to the gen- 
eral policy of Arab states or to the policy of an in- 
dividual State of the League" (quotation from Cairo 
Legation's airgram A-459, October 9, 4 pem.). 


yve7-01/00° 30 


Tat such, in fact, was the substance of General 
Beynet's representations to H.E. Shoikh Beshara el- 
Khoury -was specifically confirmed to me personally by 
the latter during the course of a small luncheon given 
at the Presidency on October 21 in honor of Ambassador 
Culbortson and his chiof assistant, Mr. Winent. Sheikh 
Beshara continucd substentially as follows: (es 


i 
' 


I told General Beynet that, in my view, no S 
» such thesis could bo sustained, veceuse the fund- 5 ob 
anental basis of Lebanon's projected participa- a 
tion in s Loague of Arab States was that it guard wz 


a 
Fuk 
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intact its full liberty of action on the interna- A] 
tional plane. Thon, I repeated to him w ot I had ~~ 
said on September 22 lest, namely thet we would = 
not enter into any special treaty relationship ay 


Sb 





with any country (see Legation's telegram no. 202 < 
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of September 23, 10 a.m.). I explained that 
this meant with oriental as woll as with ocel- 
dental states. 


I then reiterated that, speuking positive- 
ly, Lebanon wished to integrate its position 
with that of the other smeller nations in the 
post-war world. This means that we wish to ac- 
quire exactly the samo position in the new in- 
ternational organization envisaged at Dumbarton 
Qaks as that which the Grext Powers ascribe to 
all other smaller nations. 


Selim Takla (the Lebanese Foreign Minister) 
is going to give you today a copy of his record 
of a subsequent interview which he had (on Octo- 
ber 19) with Count Ostrorog and from which you 
will see that, despite the position taken by 
your Government, the French persist in urging 
concluston of a treaty of special priviloge. 


In that conversation Ostrorog said that 
the British and French Governments were in 
agreoment that such special relationships were 
in the best interosts of the Arab States. Then, 
insisting that American nationals had always en- 
jJoyed the same privileges as French nationals 
under the rogime of the Mandate, he argued that 
there need be nothing discriminatory against 
American interests under the regime of o treaty. 


Wheat I, vory specially, want you to ask 
your Government is that it represent strongly 
to the French Government that it leave us alone 
and in peace (qu'il nous laisse tranquil $¢ 11 
nous fasse la paix) until the end of the war 
when we shall be only too happy to fit, os an 
independent small state, into whatever new world 
order of statos you and the other Great Powers 
may organize. 


How can we get on with our pressing work 
of internal administration if we are continually 
harried by these unending French pretentions and 
proposals? You, perhaps, can realize the hours 
we are forced to spend at Cabinet moctings and 
in consultations with our Syrian colleagues-- 
sorely needed hours which would have been far 
better spent in elaborating projects of intornal 
reform. 


And their intrigues among our poople are 
even more disturbing, with their shameless ef- 
forts to sow discord between Christians and Mos- 
lems and to undermine confidence in our Govern- 
ment end Parliament. Again I ask you to ask 
your Government to tell the French they should 
leave us in peace. 


Tho Prime Mintater 
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The Prime Minister and Foreign Minister had 
joined the President snd myself during this conver- 
sation, and at its ond the Prime Minister said he 
wished to emphasize anew whet he had suid in Parlia- 
ment upon his return from the Alexandria 
i.e. that his Government's program was basod 
intornul policy, on full collaboration betwoon Chris- 
tians and Moslems and, as to foreign policy, on full 
Aindependonce plus collaboration for mutual benefit 
with the othor Arab stutes. 











No question of confidence, the Prine ifinister 
continued, had beon raised on this score, but rather 
had his Government received a practically unanimous 
vote of thanks from the Chamber. [I should remember, 
he said, that Lebanon's whole political structure 
rested on the pact betwoon Moslems and Christians 
implicit in the formulas he had formulated when tak- 
ing office and on which his now one-year-old Govern- 
ment's program had beon consistently based, i.e. that 
Moslems woulec work with Christians for indepondont 
Lebanon if Christians would “march” with Moslems in 
the field of Arab collaboration; if not, there would 
be revolution and, in all probability, dismemberment 
of Lebanon. 


Subsequently the Foreign Minister handed me the 
memorandum of his conversation with Count Ostrorog 
to which the President had reforred. A copy is en- 
closed. It bours, I venture to believe, full reading. 
Perhaps its most interesting exchange of comment was 
the following: 


I (the Minister) replied:...Your treaty 
proposal envisuges a privileged position. But, 
Amorica by the reply it has made to you (1.e. in 
the Department's memorandum of October 4 to tho 
French Delegation in Washington) and Russia, by 
the negotiations which I personally conducted 
with Novikov, oppose such privilege... 


He (Ostrorog) said: But there is no ques- 
tion of discriminatory privilege. America has 
always enjoyed the same privileges as the French 
under the regime of the Mandate. It has never 
occurred to us to modify its position. 


I (the Minister) answered: ‘Then you envis- 
age a solution in the form of privileges accorded 
to yourselves first, and to others sfterwards. 
Whet, then, would become of our independence in 
the midst (milieu) of all these restrictions and 
of all these prerogatives? 


I should explain in this connection that during 
my call on the Lobanese Foreign Minister on October 
18 following my visit to Damascus (reported in my 
telegram no. 228 under reference) I had handed hin, 
as in Damascus on October 16 I had handed to the 
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Syrian Foreign Minister, copies of the exchange of 
memoranda of September 18 - October 4 between the 
French Delegation in Washington and the Department. 
He, like the Syrian President and Foreign Minister, 
had read the Department's memorandwn with much in- 
terest and keenest satisfaction. 


I have slso--at the suggestion of the Syrian 
Foreign Minister--sent to the Lebanese Foreign Min- 
ister « copy of the note which I left with the for- 
mer on the occasion of my Demascus visit. A copy of 
this note, which was written and dated October 11 but 
delayed in delivery because of the Minister's absence 
in Egypt, is enclosed for the Department's record. 


Finally, I enclose as of possible interest if 
time be available for its perusal, a lengthy office 
memorandum which I dictated to record the various in- 
cidents and conversations of my Damascus visit, not- 
ably my congratulatory calls on the Foreign Minister 
and on the new Prime Minister, my long discussion with 
the President and Foreign Minister and my conversation 
(of the preceding day) with the Iraqi Foreign Minister. 
The more important elements of these conversations have 


already been reported in my telegram no. 228 under 
reference, 


I should, too, mention that, when three days later 
I returned to Damascus to meet Ambassador Culbertson 
and to present him to the Syrian President and Govoern- 
ment on October 19-20, I found them still feeling 
strongly buttressed by the Department's communications 
and assured of full Iraqi support in their stand egainst 
any Frenco-Levent treaty of special privilege., 


The Iraqi Foreign Minister reiterated to me that 
he proposed to make representations in the matter to 
the British Ambassador and to Mr. Henderson shortly 
after his return the following week to Baghdad; and 
the Syrian Foreign Minister told me in a whispered 
aside that he had been promised even military support 
from Iraq if the French were to use armed force to im- 
pose their will or otherwise reassert their former po- 
sition of authority in the Levant. 


A final point made by the Iraqi Foreign Minister 
was that he would have a careful study made of the 
Iraqi~American treaty of 1958 and of the record of the 
negotiations leading to ite conclusion; if found suit- 
able he would send copies, together with his sugges- 
tions, to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments; such a 
treaty might serve as a possible model-of-treaty which 
they might wish to propose even now to the principal 
foreign powers. I should welcome any comment with 
which the Department may see fit to supply me in this \ 
particular cormection. 


In conclusion, it is interesting to note that the 


eurrent visit of Ambassador Culbertson and Mr. Winant 
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to Damascus and Beirut has emphasized, to use the Am- 
bassador's words, the limitations on the independence 

of these countries arising out of the currency and ex- 
change control exercised by the French. Mr. Culbertson 
and Mr. Winant have given special sttention to this pro-’ 
blem which, in their opinion as well as mine, will re- 
main, until solved, not only a barrier to American trade 
but an effective French lever against the exercise of 
complete independence. The Department may expect to 
receive interesting comment on this aspect of the Levant 
States! problem in the Ambassador's reports. 


Respectfully yours, 
Enclosures: 
) Copy of Memorandum of 
Conversation between 
\ Lebanese Foreign Minis- 
ter and Count Ostrorog, 
October 19, 19443 
) Copy of note to Syrian 


Porei Minister, Octo- 
ber ll, 1944; 

3) Memo: 
titled "Visit to Damascus, 


October 16, 1944", by Mr. 
G. Wadsworth. ; 


Original and hectograph to Department 


Distribution: 


American Embassy, Paris; 
American Legation, Baghdad; 
American Legation, Cairo; 
American Legation, Damascus. 
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AIR MAIL 
Enclosure no. 1 to Despatch no. 546, dated October 
23, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Beynet Demarche 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
Between: Lebanese Foreign Minister 


And: Count S. Ostrorog, French Ministor to Syria 
and Lebanon on Special Mission 


Date: October 19, 1944 


Note: This memorandum was given to the 
Amorican (Diplomatic Agont)in Beirut by the Le- 
banese Foreign Minister with tho oxplanation 
that he had himself drafted it and proposed to 
hand a copy to the British Minister as well. 
The Diplomatic Agont) regrets that shortness of 
time before closing of the Legstion's current 
official pouch prevents preparetion of an Eng- 
lish translution thereof. 


Apr&s accord du Consoil des Ministros, J'ai prié 
le Comte .QSTROROG de venir me voir au Ministére ou 11 
stest présenté & midi. 


Je luia easel’ la démarche faite auprés de Son 
Excellence le Président de la République par le Gén- 
$6ral BEYNET qui a oxprimé ses inquiétudes au sujet du 
Protocole d'Alexandrie et, en particulier, de la clause 
relative & la politique extérieure. J'ai ajouté qu’ 
aprés l'exposé fait A la Chambre des Députés par le 
Président du Conseil A la séance du Samedi 74 Octobre 


1944, le Gouvernement était en droit de ....sor que le 
Général BEYNET ostimerait sa démarch* dev nue sans 
objet. 


Le Comto OSTROROG m'a demandé, avant de répondre 
A ma question de lui préciser la portéo de la clause 
en question: Je lui ai daict& la phrase suivante: 


"Cette clause ne comporte aucun engugoment d'ta- 
lignement de la Politique Extérieure. Le Liban garde 
la pleine liberté de conclure tous traités qui lui 
conviennent A la seule condition de ne pas faire 
dtacto nuisible A la Ligue des Etuts Arabes ou & 
l'un des Etats qui en font partic." 


Lo Comte OSTROROG stest déclaré satisfe:'. 


J'ai repris en lui demandant des explications 
sur la phrase prononcée par le Général BEYNET ct que 
j'ai reproduitoe ainsi: 


"personnelloment; et sans que j'aie regu des in- 
structions de mon Gouvernement, j'ostime que cette 
clause pourrait amener le Gouvernement Frangais A ro- 
considérer les accords CATROUX." 


3 Le Comte 
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Le Comte OSTROROG m'a répondu: 


1) Le phrase, tolle que vous venez de la citer, 
me parait dépasser l'intention du Général BEYNET. 
Celui-ci, ainsi qu'il mo 1's expliqué, a exposé au 
Président de la République, que les proclanutions 
{et non plus les accords) CATROUX avaient pour con- 
trepertie la conclusion du Trait& et que, si par lo 
jeu de nouvelles alliances politiques, 11 y avait un 
obstacles A ce Traité, les proclamations CATROUX per- 
draient leur contrepartie ct pourraient 8tre recon- 
sidérées. 


2) Sur toute cette affaire, le Général BEYNET 
et la Délégation Générale n'ont encore recu aucune 
instruction du Gouvernement Frangais. C'est done 
notre sentiment personnel que nous exprinons. 


Il a ajouté: 


En faisant cela, clost surtout l'intérét supér- 
teur du iiban que nous entendons protéger. En adopt- 
ant une ligne politique commne dans le Moyen Orient, 
‘la Grand: Brotagne et la France estiment qu'elles 
assurent aux populations un régine mieux adapté A 
leur besoins, A leur sécurité et A leur développement. 


Je lui al répondus 


La Gouvernement Britannique nous a fait connaitre 
son point de vue. Notre réponse est celle que vous 
a faite, en présence du Gouvernement, le Président de 
la République. Le Liban entend ne pas se lior avec 
une grande Puissance et attendra le Congrés dela 
Paix pour conformer sa situation Juridique intorna- 
tionale A celle qui sera faite aux nombreux petits 
peuples independants qui existeront A travers le lfonde. 
A Alexandrie, nous avons 6t6é amenés & reprendre cette 
déclaration. Je vous la répéte aujourd'hui. 


D'ailleurs votre demande de Traité prévoit une 
situation priviligiée. Or, l'Amérique, par le réponse 
qu'elle vous 2 faite récemment, ot la Russie, par les 
négociations que j'ai personnellement menées avec M. 
NOVIKOFF, s'opposent & ce privildge. M. OSTROROG 
mtayant déclaré qu'il ne connaissait pas le réponse 
am§ricaino, je lui ai fait lire la copie quo j'oen 
possedais. Ila dit: Mais 11 stagit de privil&ge 
a@iscriminatoire. Or, l'Amérique a toujours joui dos 
m@mes privildgos que les Frangais sous le régime du 
Mandat. Il no nous vient pas & l'idée de modifier 
sa position. ‘ 


Je lui ai répondu: Alore, vous concevez la so- 
lution sous la forme de privildges accordés A vous- 
m@émes d'abord, aux autres ensuite. Et quo deviont 
done notre indépendance au milieu de toutes ces re- 
strictions et de toutes ces prérogatives? Aussi bien 
comme je vous l'ai déja dit, la seule solution possible 
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consiste A utsondre le Congr3s do la Paix qui réglera 
toutes ces yuestions ct assurera aux petite peuples 
indé.eniv: 3 L'exercise effectif de leur souveraineté. 


Je vous donne lfassurance, au nom du Gouverne- 
ment, que notre politique n'a qu'un seul buts "1l'in- 
dépendance sot la souveraineté du Liban®™ et que nous 
considérons les Etats arabes du Moyen Orient comme 
des amis qui compremnent notre position particuliére 
et l'acceptent. A la Conférence d'Alexandris, le 
Liban a ou trés peu d'efforts A faire dans ce sens, 
tant la sympathie des Etats lui 6tait acquise. Je 
suis convaincu que notre présenee A Alexandrie était 
indispensable. 


Le Comte OSTROROG a épprouvé pleinement ce point 
de vue et a ajouté qu'il considérait comme tr3s utiles 
aux Etats Arabes les réunions ou il peuvent discuter 
leurs intéréts. 


Avant de terminer, j'ai rép&t6 de nouveau ma 
question: Estece que le Général BEYNET n'éstime pas, 
apr$s ces explications ot les déclarations du Prési- 
dent du Conseil A le Chambre, que sa démarche n'a 
plus dtobjet? 


Le Comte OSTROROG réfléchit ct me répondit: 

Je ne puis vous répondre immédiatement. Je vais 
A l'instant faire part de notre entretien au Général 
BEYNET et dans deux ou trois jours, je vous feral 
connaitre son point de vue". 


Il a pris congé sur cette premesse. 


Beyrouth, le 19 Octobre 1944 


AIR MAIL Enclosure no. 2 to Despatch no. 546, dated October 
23, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
re Beynet Demarche 


AMERICAN LEGATION 
Damascus, Syria 
October 11, 1944 


Excellency, 


I have the honor to refer to the note which 

Your Excellency addressed on September 22, 1944 to 
The Honorable Cordell Hull, United States Secretary 
of State, and, under instructions from my Goverment 
to inform Your Excellency that the Government of the 
United States considers the question of possible ne- 
gotiation of treaties betwoon Syria and othor powers 
as one for determination by the Syrian Government 
within the limits of the international oblig»tions 
and responsibilities incumbent upon it. 


The United States would not desire to influence 
the Syrian Government's decision in this regard, 
though 1t would naturally have no reason to object 
to the conclusion of accords betwoen Syria and France 
defining the relationship between them, if such ac- 
cords were frealy and voluntarily agreed to betwoon 
the interested parties and containod appropriate safo- 
guerds of the rights of and interests of nationals of 
the United States. 


I am happy to assure Your Excellency that my 
Government appreciates the fecling of friendship and 
confidence which inspired you to address it with re- 
gard to this matter, as well as the statements con- 
tained in your telegram as to the resolve of the 
Syrian Government to carry out fully its national 
and international obligations. 


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurance of my 
highest consideration. 


(signed) G. Wadsworth 


His Excellency 
Jamil Bey Mardem Bey, 
Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Syrian Republic, 
Damascus, Syria. 


AIRMAN. pciosure no. 5 to Despatch no. 546, dated October 
23, 1944, from American Legation, Beirut, Lebanon, 
ro Beynet Demarche 


MEMORANDUM 
Subject: Visit to Damascus, October 16, 1944. 


At seven o'clock on the evening of October 15 
Vice Consul Porter telephoned me from Damuscus to 
say that he had just been informed by the Syrian For- 
oign Office that the now Syrian Government would re- 
ceive congratulations on its "accession" tho follow- 
ing morning and that appointments had been made for 
me to call on the Foreign Minister at 11:30 u.m. and 
on the Prime Minister at 12:00 noon. 


I left Beirut the following morning ut 9:00 a.m. 
arriving at the Foreign Office at the appointed hour. 
I was received by tho Secretaries General to the For- 
eign Office and to the Presidency of the Republic who 
told me that: General Spears hud already been closetad 
with the Minister the better part of an hour; would 
I mind waiting? 


Mr. Amanazi then suid that he had come to the 
Foreign Office to meot me to say that having learned 
from Mr. Satterthwaite that Ambassador Culbertson was 
arriving in Demascus on October 19 he wished to in- 
vite him and me and anyone else whom I might suggest 
to lunch with the President on the 20th. I accepted 
with much pleasure and said that I would like to be 
accompanied by Mr. Fred Winant, former American re- 
presentative on the MESC who was traveling with Mr. 
Culbertson, by Mr. Satterthwaite and perheps by Mr. 
Scott. Mr. Amanazi replied thet that would be most 
agreeable. 


I then told him that I had brought with me my 
reply made under instructions from the Department to 
the Minister's telegram of September 22 to Mr. Hull 
which I proposed to present to the Minister. I 
availed myself of this formal occasion to do so, I 
explained, because I had understood from General 
Spears that he would also avail himself of the oppor- 
tunity to present Mr. Eden's reply. Mr. Ricabi con- 
firmed that this was'so and that it was in fact dis- 
cussion of Mr. Eden's note which had led the Minister 
to ask me to wait a few minutes. 


I then said that I had an even more interosting 
document to bring to the Minister's attention, i.e. 
an instruction received the preceding day from Wash- 
ington enclosing an exchange of memoranda between tho 
French Delegation there and the Department of State 
on the aubject of the United States' full recognition 
of Syrian and Lebanese independence. The instruction, 
I explained, authorized me to make this exchange of 
memoranda available to the Minister; and I suggested 
that they might wish to prepare an Arabic translation 
thereof for their own files during my half hour's con- 
versation with the Minister. 
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We thereupon ran through the memorande together, 
Ricabi taking particular exception to the paragraph 
in the French memorandum in whicn it was said that 
the Soviet agreement to establish diplomatic relations 
had mado no allusion tc the independence of Syria and 
Lebanon. Such recognition, he said, was fully impli- 
cit in the Soviet agreement to accredit a minister. 
Then, commenting on tho Departmont's memorandum, he 
said that it was the most satisfactory document he 
had read during his year in the Syrian Foreign Office. 
Mr. Amanazi added that he would bring it at once to 
the President's attention. 


eee recereresesereers 


By this time it was five minutes of 12:00, and 
the Belgian Chargé d'Affaires was shown in. His ap- 
pointment to congratulate the Minister was for 12200. 
We had some ton minutes together. Conversation was 
general but touched principally on the "report" that 
General Beynet had informed the President of Lebanon 
that the protocol signed last week at the Arab Unity 
Conference at Alexandria had rendered impossible the 
conclusion of a treaty between France and Lebanon and, 
consequently, had invalidated General Catroux's 1941 
declaration of Lebanese independence. Mr. Delcoigne 
commented that if the report be true General Beynet's 
action seemed calculated to precipitate incidents sim- 
{lar to those which had led up to the crisis of Nov- 
ember 1945. 


eed eeerccerccecscsoe 


I was then ushered into the Minister's office. 
I congratulated him end myself on his having retained 
the Foreign Affairs portfolio. 


Jamil Bey apologized for keeping me waiting a 
half hour and expressed the hope that I would forgive 
him when he explained thet General Spears had just 
given him Mr. Eden's long reply to his telegram of 
September 22; he understood that I was already aware 
of the text. I replied in the affirmative and added 
that I too hed brougnt him a reply, 1.6. that of Mr. 
Hull to his identic telegram of the same date. It 
was one, I said, which I felt sure would please him 
more than that of Mr. Eden. 


Jamil Bey replied that he too felt sure that such 
would be the case; and he seid that, when learning of 
the contents of the Eden reply, he had made it quite 
clear to General Spears that his Government's answer 
had already been given; there could be no change in 
its statement that it would conclude no treaty of spe- 
cial privilege with any power. He then seid that he 
had made this clear to the delegates of the other Arab 
States at the Alexandria Conference and that they were 
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in full accord; it seemed to him that the situation 
was developing into one in whicn the United States 
and Russia were opposed to France and Great Britain. 


Jemil Bey explained this last remark by saying 
that, as I already imew, Russia had refused to con- 
sider accepting any special relationship for itself 
or recognizing any such relationship in favor of any 
other powor; he believed that such was our position 
also. The situation, he said, was difficult, but the 
Government would stand firm. 


Did he have especially in mind, I asked, the re- 
ported Beynet demarche of last Friday to President 
el-Khoury; I had learned of it from General Spears 
and had just been discussing 4t briefly with Delcoigne 
and Ricabi while waiting to see hin. 


“that is right," he said, “and General Spears has 
just told me in detail exactly wnat Sheikh Beshara 
told him. We shall," he said, "nave much to discuss 
in connection with these matters; I will study your 
note at once and I should like you to come to discuss 
it with me and the President at his summer home in 
Zebdani at 4:50 this afternoon; I have already ar- 
ranged that General Spears see the President at 2:30." 


errr rr err eee eee) 


I accepted with alacrity and took my leave, pro- 
ceeding at once to call on the new Prime Minister, 
Faris Bey el-Khoury. 


On arrival at the Presidency of the Council I 
found that Faris Bey too was engaged with General 
Spears who had preceded me. While waiting I had an 
interesting 15 minutes' conversation with the Minis- 
ter of Financo, Khalid Bey el-Azzam, who wished to in- 
quire as to what action had been taken on the declara- 
tion of the Syro-Lebanese Exchange Control Commission 
that it possessed but half the sufficient sum in dol- 
lers to pay for allocated imports from the United 
States for the last semester of the current year. 


I assured Khalid Bey that a telegrem in the mat- 
ter had already gone forward to Washington and that 
I would let him know so soon as a reply should be re- 
ceived. 


I then asked his opinion of the reported Beynet 
demarche to President ol-Khoury, for I felt his re- 
action would be particularly helpful as he appears to 
understand the French end French mentality better than 
any of the Syrian statesmen. He replied that he was 
not informed of the details of the demarche but that, 
if it meant that France was questioning the validity 
of Lebanese--and hence Syrien--independence, it was 
about time that France be made to understand that 
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other powers and their interests wore also involved; 
Goneral Beynet might take such a position, but Syria 
would certainly not consider its independence abridged 
thereby; he had had 20 years dealings with the French; 
the time had come to be definite; Syria was indepon- 
dont; France would have to be made to roxulize that 
fact and act accordingly. 


A few moments later I wus swmuoned to see the 
Prime Minister. After congratulations which I pre- 
sentod with all sincerity, I said that 1 had heard 
it said on every side in Beirut that the choice of 
himself, a Christian, as Prime Minister of indepen- 
dent Syria was the finest possible solution for the 
problem of ministerial change and would have most fa- 
vorable reactions on Syro-Lebenese relations. I added 
that I had of course realized that he had been first 
counsellor to both the President and to the preceding 
ministry. 


Faris Bey replied that it was the only solution; 
there was no question of best or finost; he had hesi- 
tated until this was clear. There was to have been 
a series of attacks--some would have been violent-- 
against the Ministry; voiced in Parliament they would 
have had a most unfortunate effect on the public and 
perhaps also on foreign governments which could hardly 
be expected to understand that the opposition was in 
fact smell in size and motivated primarily by personal 
interests. 

He continued substantially as follows: "Conse- 
quently I, who have enjoyed the confidence of the de- 
puties during the last year as President of the Cham- 
ber, am in fact the only person who can come before 
the Chamber with a reiteration of previous policy and 
obtain a vote of confidence without extensive attack; 
nevertheless there is a risk involved, but I am pre- 
pared to take it." 


I wished the President and his ministers all suc- 
cess and took early leave after brief menticn of the 
Beynet demarche. On this subject Faris Bey simply 
commented that Syria and Lebanon, internationally 
viewed, wore juridically in an identical situation, 
both having been under the same mandate; he had always 
said, I would recall, that the French had tied inde- 
pendence with treaty. 


weer reece ceccesece 


I then returned to the Legation where Jamil Boy 
returned my call... He explained that, as we the mem- 
pers of the Diplomatic Corps had been good enough to 
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from Beirut to present our congratulations, he wished 
to return our calls at once; he had already returned 
those of General Beynet and General Spears; he would 
return that of M. Delcoigne and then would orocesd to 
Zebdani to lunch with the President and to prepare for 
the afternoon meetings with General Spears and myself. 
Two items tn our ensuing brief conversation were of 
interest: 


1) On the change of ministry. Saudellah Bey, 
tho outgoing Prime ldinister, he ssid, had in nis opin- 
ion resigned rather from personal reasons thun because 
of any hositation to faco the Chamber, for he felt tho 
ministry would heve received sn overwhelming vote of 
confidence; he was tired and 111 and had spoken of re- 
signing when thoy wore at the Alexandria Confcrence. 
It was true, Jamil Bey addod, that Faris Bey wus the 
post, if not the only, possible choice; and he added 
that theyhad limited the Ministry to four beceuse 
these four could work together and becsuse individ- 
ually and collectively thoy enjoyed the confidence of 
the deputios. He had concurred in Faris Boy's sugges- 
tion that it would be well first to learn the temper 
of the Parliament before selecting the other three or 
four ministers. 





2) The Beynet demarche. Jamil Bey said thet 
since seeing me st noon he had received a c2#ll from 
Moussa Mubarak, sent specially by President el-Khoury 
to inform him of the demarche. Moussa Bey's account 
thereof, he said, was not as positive as that of Gen- 
eral Spears but was rether in the sense that Genoral 
Beynet had asked 1F 5 in the President's viow, the 
Alexandria protocol precluded the signing of a treaty 
with Prence. It was true that in the ensuing convor- 
sation there had been mention of General Catroux's 
1941 proclamation but, according to Mubarek, General 
Beynet had made no specific declaration that the French 
considered that proclamation to be annulled by the pro- 
tocol. 


Jamil Boy concluded that he hoped to be able to 
give me full particulars in the matter when I came to 
Damascus on Thursday, for he hoped to see General Boy- 
net that morning, belioving 1t desirable that they 
have a general discussion regarding Freanco-Syrian re- 
lations before the new Ministry should oresent itself 
to Parliament; such presentation might be arranged for 
Saturday. 


At 2:30 p.m. Delcoigne called to see me. He said 
he had just come from talking with Moussa Mubarak; 
their conversation had been so interesting he thought 
I would wish to know of it before visiting the Presi- 
dent. Mubarak, he said, had described the Beynet de- 
marche substantially as follows: 
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“Beynet asked for a personal interview. Ostro- 
rog did not accompany him, nor was the President ac~- 
companied by any of his ministers. Beynet said he 
had called to say that he had been much concerned on 
reading that clause of the Alexandria protocol which 
provided that no state member of the projectod Arab 
league would be permitted to adopt a foreign policy 
prejudicial to the general policy of the other states 
or to the policy of anyone of them. 


“This, General Beynet continued, seemed to hin 
clearly to prevent anyone of the signatories from 
signing eny political treaty without consulting the 
other signatories; and, this boing the case, we (the 
French) think and fear thet you will fall uncer Brit- 
ish influence, because Britain either posscsscs man- 
datory control or exercisos special influence under 
treaty 1n the territory of cach of the other signa- 
tories, 1.6. Palestine, Transjordan, Egypt and Iraq; 
wo four that you will find yourself incorporated with 
them. For that reason I again urge and renew my re- 
quest that you sign a treaty with us." 


Mubarak, according to Delcoigne, then said that 
the President had replied as follows: "My dear Gen- 
eral, I ask you not to insist, because wo wish to ar- 
rive at the peace with our hends free; I have told 
you that we do not wish to sign a trosty with you or 
any other power; let me now promise you specifically 
that wo will sign no treaty with England or any other 
power; we would not consider engaging ourselves in 
any policy which would place us under the influence 
you mention.” . 


Delcoigne then said that he and Mubarek had dis- 
cussed briefly General Spears' version of the Beynet 
demarche and that they had agreed that the version 
which the President had given Mubarak seamed tho 
clearer. Mubarak had also made the interesting re- 
mark that his own and the Lebanese Prime Minister's 
reaction to Nuri Pasha's proposal for a Greater Syria 
Federation had been very much that of General Beynet's 
to the protocol. In explanation of this somewhat 
cryptic remark, Dolcoigne quoted Mubarek substantial- 
ly as follows: 


"when the Nuri Pasha proposal was read before 
the Alexandria Conference I said to Riad Bey (the 
Prime Minister) that we could not accept because it 
would mean incorporating ourselves in a British bloc. 
Riad Bey replied that he would take the first oppor- 
tunity to record his opposition on that very ground, 
and he did so almost at once. In reply both Nuri and 
Nahas assured us that, as their treaties with England 
had been signed before the Conference, no eagreemont 
reached thereat could in any sense bind Lebanon to 
adopt the policy of such treaties. They added that 
they hoped that after the war they would be able to 
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free themselves from their treaties and be as free 
as Lebanon now is." 


Delcoigne said thet Mubarek had coneluded their 
conversation by saying substantially: "T an a Maron- 
ite Christian; my culture 1s French; but I do not want 
a treaty with France; und this boing so I certainly 
do not want a treaty with Britain if only because that 
would be simply to change masters; I want "ty couotry 
to be free." 


eee 


I then proceeded to Zebdani, an hour distant by 
automobile, and on my arrival found General Spears 
taking his leave of the President. After he had gone 
the President turned to mo and said, "Woll, we now 
have Mr. Eden's roply of which I understand you havo 
already beon informed; and he hes told of his conver- 
sation with Sheikh Beshara regarding General Boynot's 
most rocent domarche. And wo havo Moussa Muberak's 
version of that demarche. I am sending Amenazi at 
once to see Sheikh Beshare to ondeavor to ascertain 
the truth. What do you make of 1t 2112" 


I replied that I too had just heard the contrery 
version, as given Delcoigne by Mubarak. The Presi- 
dent asked me to tell them (Jamil Boy had joined us 
at that momont) exactly what Delcoigne had said. I 
read them my notes on my conversation with Delcoigne. 
When I had finished, Jamil Bey commented that they re- 
ported correctly ‘both what Mubarak had told him and 
what had boon s#id on the subject at the Alexandria 
Conference. 


I then asked if tho President had been informed 
of my note and of the interesting Franco-Americean ex- 
change of memoranda which I had communicated to the 
Foreign Office that morning. Shukri Bey snswerods 
“only of the note, for which I thank you. I under- 
stand from it thet you would not wish us to concludo 
a special treaty with France Af we do not wish to do 
so--which is obvious--and that in any event you would 
not wish special privileges granted France which could 
not be given you under most-favored-nation troatnont. 
Thet is exactly what we also wish, 1.c. equal relations 
with all countries." 


The President and Jamil Bey then sald that they 
tended to accept Mubarak's version of the Beynet de- 
marche rather than that which President Beshara had 
given to General Spears. They asked me to make a par- 
tioular point of discussing the quostion with the Le- 
banese Foreign Minister on my return to Beirut; it was 
a vitally importent matter, whichever vorsion be con= 
sidered. 


Jamil Bey 
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Jamil Bey then said, “The President has just 
told you of his understanding as to tho essential 
points made in your note. We would like you to con- 
firm that understanding, voceause I wish to use it 
when discussing further with the French and british 
their proposal that we negotiate a new Franco-Syrian 
treaty." 


I answered, "I believe, Mr. President, it would 
be best, as you have not yet read them, were we first 
to read together the exchange of memoranda of which 
I have just spoken. They will, I feel sure, give you 
a full understanding of my Government's position in 
the matter." 


The President then asked that the memoranda be 
read to him. Ricabi was called and made whut appoarod 
to me to be an excellent oral trenslation into tho 
Arabic. 


Upon conclusion of the reading of the French mem- 
orandum, the President ssid he took particular excep- 
tion to its first paragraph where it was implied that 
all governments (except Russia and the United States) 
Which had recognized Syrian independonce, hed cone so 
within the framework and subject to the conditions of 
the 1941 Catroux Declaration; he not only ques tloned 
the accuracy of the French statoment but added elso 
that it omitted any mention of the recognitions ac- 
corded Syrian independence by the Arab States. 


As to tho noxt paragraph of the French memoran- 
dum dealing with the Russian recognition, the Presi- 
dont said that he had been specifically essured by 
Novikov that the appointment of a ministor constituted 
full and unconditional recognition of Syria's indepen- 
dence. Was not that also the case, he asked, in my 
own appointment? 


I answered by reading him the first sentence of 
Mir. Hull's statement of September 19 where it was said 
that the recognition of the independence of Syria and 


Lebanon by the scoredi ting of a minister was a sourco 
of much gratification, etc. 


The President replied, "Exactly," and ssid that 
he would endeavor to have this French twis ting of the 
facts fully corrected when the Soviot Minister-appointee 
presented his letter of credence; it covld be made 
quito clear, he believed, wore the Minister to insert 
in nis "remarks" words similar to those used in Iir. 
Huli's statement. 


The Department's memorandum to the French Deloga- 
tion in Washington was then translated to the Presi- 
dent. During its reading he nodded approvingly sev- 
eral times, especially at those passages which expressed 
the views that "no useful purpose would be served by 
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academic discussion of these legal technicalites" 
and that "France long ago accepted the genoral prin- 
ciple that all nations should receive equal trestment 
in law and in fact®. 


Tt then said that I wished to tell the President 
of a conversation I had had in Botrut the preceding 
day with the Iraqi Foreign Minister, ufter which I 
would like, with his permission, to esk him a ques- © 
tion. Receiving his assent I told him of my talk 
with Mr. Omari, substantially =s follows: 


The Minister said he wished to tulk frankly 
with me regarding the situstion in Lebenon. TT 
asked if he had heard of the most recent Beynet 
demarche. He replied that he presumed that we 
poth had learned of it fron General Spears. 


“men, Mr. Minister," I said, "let me ask 
you a question. Let us assume that on Tuesday 
the Lebanese Parliament will elect ss its now 
president Joseph Sulem whose support is primar- 
ily from the pro-I'rench Eddé group of deputios. 
Then let us assume that a wook or so later, as 
® result of this success and by explotting Chris- 
tiun apprehensions that the Alexandria Protocol 
comuits the Riad Solh Government to 2 pan-Islamic 
policy, this sane pro-French group of deputios 
gains sufficient adherence to tts view to vote 
non-confidence in that Govornuecnt. It would fol- 
low thet a pro-Fronch governnont would take 
office. 


"Dot us then assume that such Governpont 
would announce itsolf propsred to sign with Gon- 
eral Beynet a troaty substuntievlly the same as 
the unratified 1936 Franco-Lebanose treuty. ly 
question is whether, in such circumstances, iraq 
would take the view that the signature of such a 
treaty would constitute s violation of the Alex- 
anaria Protocol." (The President comnontod: "A 
very good question. What did ho answer?"). 


The Minister answered that it wovld; that 
Iraq could not possibly agras to such a treaty 
boing signed. I comuented: “Then, General Bey- 
net was right if he told President el-Khoury thet 
the Protocol prevented Lebanon from signing 2 
troaty with France, beceuse it soons reasonable 
to suppose that the kind of treaty which General 
Beynet wishes to sign ts one simtlar to the 1936 
treaty." 


The Minister agreod with this suggested 
analysis but said he could not believe that mat- 
ters would come to such a pass. What he and 
Iwaqi Moslems as well as all Moslems in Lebanon 
wanted, he said, was that Lebanese Moslems and 
Qhristians should work together for an indepen- 
ident Tebanon. Would the United States, he asked, 


wish 
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wish such a treaty signed? 


I answered that we wished Lebanon free to 
choose snd that wo would not object to a troaty, 
4f frecly entered into, so long as it did not 
infringe on our recognized rights. I agreed 
with him thet it was highly tmprobable that any 
such developments would materialize as I had 
suggested in my question. 





Tho Minister then suid that in his view the 
root of 211 trouble in Lebanon was continuing 
French intrigue, that such intrigue, waich was 
continuous und widespread and for the support of 
which very considerusle sums wore being expended, 
was in fact a form of pressuro and that were tho 
Lebanese, Christians 2s woll ss lioslems, left to 
work out their own future, they would choose ovor- 
whelmingly independonce und mombership in the pro- 
posed Arab Leagues. 





The Minister then said, "Let mo show you 
what I moan"; and he rose, went to the aoor, 
oponed it a small crack end made gs thouch he 
were speaking with someone without; then turned 
to me und satd, “I um Lebanon; France is outside 
the door. If I even begin to telk through the 
door, rence will soon be inside the room". 


{T enswered that I understood perfectly his 
moaning but that it possessed one fault, nanely, 
that France wus in fact already inside the roon. 
He laughed and said, fyou are right. What do 
you suggest." 

i answered, "it sooms to mo, Mr. Minister, 
that wore France outside the room the Lebaneso 
policy of saying No, No, to 211 proposals for 
the negotiation of a treaty might be successful; 
but, as it is inside the room, might it not be 
petter to attempt some positive uction such as 
the discussion of spoctal protocols, to induco 
it to leave." 


He answered, "What would you think of Leban- 
on's proposing similar tronties to Great Britain, 
France, Russia and the United States?” 


I commented that thet would seom to be & 
possible line of positive action and asked wheth- 
er he thought thet a simple form of treaty of 
friendship and commerce, such for instance as 
the United States had signed with Iraq following 


_ Iraq's admission to the League of Nations, would 


serve the purpose, especially were such a treaty 

in the oase of France to be supplemented by spe- 

ofal accords providing for the settlement of such 
questions as the transfer of the Army, control of 
concessionary companies now under military 


direction, 
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direction, the alien property custodian's of- 
fice, and French schools snd cultural interests. 


The Minister said that he would give this 
matter consideration and that he plenned to talk 
with Mr. Henderson on his return to Baghdad and 
ask him to communicate his studied views in the 
matter to the Americen Government. 


The President had listened with apparent inter- 
est to this account of my conversation with lr. Qmari 
and had particularly relishod my comient that "renee 
was tn fact already inside the room*, he said xs much 
as I finished. I then asked: “i. President, may I 
now usk my question." Receiving his assent, I contin- 
ued substantially as follows: 


+ have wonderod and in fact I would like to ro- 
port to my Gevernment whether you seo any force in 
Generul Spears! arguwaont, reiterated in Mr. dents 
note, that this is 2 good occasion to open negotia- 
tions with the Fronch on the ground that it would 
seom reasonaole to suppose that you could obtutn bet- 
ter terms now than later." 


The President replied, "Do you mean now while 
the British Army is still here, for, 1f you do, my 
answer is No, because, when later the British Army 
does go, wnat will then prevent the I'rencn from re- 
turning and insisting on more? They can always in- 
vont a pretext." 


{he President thon said, "However I want to tell 
you now thet we will stop saying No, No and that in 
the future we will say Yes, Yos, Yos, but on this con- 
dition, that wo begin saying Yes to you. Will you 
begin now to negotiate a troaty with us?" 


I replied that that was not in the suggestion 
which the Iraqi Minister and I hac discussed but rath- 
er was it one of proposing 2 treaty simultaneously to 
the four powerse 


He replied, "All right. 1 will propose 2 treaty 
to you, to the British sand to the Russians; but we 
can propose no treaty to the French until, first, 
they turn over the Army to us and, second, they have 
a recognized constituted governmont with which wo can 
deal." He continued substantially as follows: 


"you know that we attach overriding importance 
to the transfer of the Army as the final symbol of 
our independence. We do not want the French staff or 
services changed, but simply that it be placed under 
the command of myself as President of Syria, that we 
be permitted to pay all the expenses of its upkeep as 
our contribution to the common war effort and that it 
be placed by us under the supreme command of the Allied 
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Commender-in-Chief in the Middle East; we want to put 
our foot, small as it is, or at least our thumb, into 
the war with Jepan." 


I replied that I understood full well and had al- 
ready reported to my Governmont his views end feclings 
on this question of the Army; but was it not, I asked, 
a question which could properly be made the subject of 
a special accord supplementary to a general treaty. 

I sata also that, while it might well be argued that 
there was no constituted governmont of France, there 
was certainly a Fronch representative with whom such 

a goneral treaty could be discussed without prejudice 
to his position, so long as he made that position 
clear, i.e. that no final agrecment could be concluded 
oxcept with a rocognized constituted French govornment. 


To President replisd that ho would givo tho mat- 
ter consideration and that he had found ovr talk well 
worthwhile; he wished to ask me a last question; did 
I belteve that the British would continue, once vic- 
tory over Germany was achioved, to urgo Syria and Le- 
banon to conclude troatios with France? Jamil Bey 
repeatod the questions "Do you believe they really 
want us to sign a treaty?" The Prosident saved mo 
LX om replying, by unswering himself with a categoric 
No*. 


Wo woulda, he concluded, have opportunity to dis- 
cuss the matter further on Fridey when I brought Am- 
passador Culbertson to lunch. With this I took my 
leave. 


weer reser eressseseee 


Returning to Damascus, I rode with Jamil Bey. I 
asked him what answer he and the President had made 
to General Spears' note transmitting Mr. Eden's reply. 
He said that they had made no real reply but had pro- 
mised to do so after studying the note; he had told 
me as much the same morning aa well as of thoir unwill- 
ingness to enter into treaty negotiations with France 
alone. Hoe added that the President had suggested to 
General Spears that, as he had offered himself as in- 
tormediary for the French to urgo negotiation of the 
treaty, perhaps he would also offer himself as inter- 
mediary for the Syrian Government to urge on the 
French transfer of the Army. 


I took the occasion also to ask Jamil Bey whether 
he had decided on tho person that he would send to 
Washington to attend the International Civil Aviation 
Conference. He replied that he hoped to be able to 
give me an answer in the morning. He bdieved that 
foufiq Shemia, Minister of Commerce in the outgoing 
feadalish ministry, would accept the mission. He hed 
offered it to Shamia because he spoke English well 
ami could at the same time, he hoped, discuss economic 


‘ matters 
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= a -fakptl. Woe Mae there was anything new he 
could tefl am-se, to: the sélection of @ minister for 
‘Washington. He replied that he hoped to be able to 
let mo have a definitive ansawor shortly after the 
new Ministry had consolidated its position. 


I asked also wnen ho expected the new Soviet 
Minister-appointesc to presont his lettor of credence. 
He replied that Mr. Solod seemed hesitant to present 
his letter before he had rented a legution end thet 
he had gone to Cairo to urrenge for tho packing of 
his household effects, joaving his secretery in Dam- 
ascus to negotiate for & logetion. Jamil Bey added 
that he feared no less tion of the kind that the Min- 
ister had in mind could be found, for he wished 2 
building sufficiontly lar to house the entire Logs- 
tion staff anf afford offices as well. The Yoreign 
office was, howgvor, doing its best to assist tho 
secretary in his task. 








Finally I asked whether there wore any new devel- 
opments in the matter of Persia's soominsly conditional 
recognition, 1.6. conditional upon his paying a prior 
visit to Tohoran. Ho peplicd that that question hed 
peen settled during his visit to Egypt where the Per- 
sien Ambassador had written him undor instructions 
from Teheran to request agrément to the appointment 
of the present Persian Delegate as Minister; he had 
answered formally in the affirmative, and he oxpected 
that Mr. Moazed wovld roceive his lettor of credence 
shortly; its preséntation would, of course, constitute 
formal recognition of Syrian independence. 


eee e eee reeoeereeeree 


Upon my return to Damascus, I found that Mr. Gwynn 

had telephoned me from Boirut to say that he was send- 2 
ing me an important telegram received during the aftet- -~ 
noon. Mr. Nindel dolivored it to me shortly after diny” 
ner. It was the Departmont's mo. 188 of October 14, ) 
6 pem. which T read with much interest, especizlly be~ 
cause it relieved any apprehensions I may have folt * 
that in discussing so frankly with the President the . 
question of 2 Franco-Syrian troaty I might hawe gond | 
further than tho Depar tment would approve. i 














The concluding suggestion made in this tel @grar 
that I defer presenting the Department's reply to: 
Bey's telegram of September 22 pending regeipt of, 
oranda already mailed to me, was of ponrse recat 
late to be followed. I had comnunted tet that, 
first person note handed the same % ‘to. 
A copy is attached for convenience, 








{ spent the evening dictating this 
left_ for Beirut the following morning at 
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MONTHLY POLITICAL REVIEW 
TZBANON 
OCTOBER 1944 


1) HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTE 


Dur: the first week of Ostober the political 
scene was a state of suspended animation 
the return of the Premier and Foreign Minister from 
the Arab Unity Conference at Alexandria. 


When the Lebanese delegation returned and when 
@lmost simaltaneously the Protocol of Alexandria was 
made public, French and pro-Frenoh oiroles with the 
support of a subsidised press attacked the Premier 
for the commitments he had made; and considerable 
pressure was brought to bear on the Government to 
compel it, or to frighten it, into signing the ear- 
lier proposed Franco-Lebanese Treaty. 


French stratagem oulminated in General Beynet's 
Aémarche of October 13 to President Khoury reported 
in the Legation's telegram No. 228, October 20, 10 
a.m. Beynet ie pean that the stand taken by Leba- 
non at xandrie precluded the signing of a treaty 
and intimated that, consequently, the Catroux decla- 
ration of Lebanese independence might have to be re- 
oonsidered, in that such declaration clearly envis- 
aged the conclusion of such a treaty. 


The Seely to *rench pressure was made by the Cham- 
ber of Deputies in a resounding vote of thanks to the 
Premier and his associates for their work. The subject 
is treated in some detail in the Legation's current 
despatch Noe 568 of November 24, entitled "The Alexan- 
Qria Protocel and French Diplomacy in Lebanon”. 


Thereafter, when it became obvieus that the Gov- 
ernment would not yield to threats or intimidation 
the attack was shifted from the diplomatic to the in- 
ternal seene and was concentrated on the rising cost 
of living. By the end of the month these tactics pro- 
mised to yield a measure of success. 


II) INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


A) he Ministry 


1) ° The Lebanese textile manu- 
facturers a: 6 the Monthly Political Review 
for September resisted the attempts of the Government 
to sontrel the manufacture, distribution, and priee of 
yarn end cleth. Acting in elese collaboration with 
pow pl Syrien competitors, they closed dom their fac- 
tories. 


While 
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While there were no resulting seenes of violence 
such as occurred in merece the Government after a 
series of conferences felt compelled to yield to a 
face-saving compromise by which control of the fac- 
tories was withdrawn, in return for the promise of 
the companies to deliver a percentage of their out- 
put to the Government at a specified price. 


Because of the textile shortage, no one, not 
even the Government, was persuaded that this compromise 
would stabilise textile prices which had more than 
doubled during the month. 


2) Disturb: Politioo-Economig Factors, The 
foregoing episode Is symptomatic of cer r= 
tant economic and political factors which at the 
moment are playing an important role in shaping the 
Gestiny of the country. In brief and perhaps over- 
simplified outline, the situation appears to be some- 
what as follows: 


a) The present Government, which is des- 
perately striving to maintain its independence against 
foreign pressure, must be assured of strong support 
on the domestic front if it is to survive. It was a 
political blunder to an ise the influential monied 
groups to whieh the textile manufacturers belong. 


b) The Government's greatest achievement 
and its strongest eard has been the successful con- 
duct of foreign policy under most trying circumstances. 
Its weakest point is the deteriorating eoonomic situa- 
tion. 


e) Industrial and agricultural workers are 
politieally dooile; class consciousness has yet to 
emerge as a political force; the ruling olass consists 
of a few weal manufacturers, landowners, and mer- 
chants. The latter have not for the most part reached 
that stage of political enlightenment which places the 
publie good ahead of private gain. 


4) Om scarcity markets the most effective 
Weapons against price 1: ation are rationing and taxa- 
tion. Some, but far too little, progress has been made 
in the latter field. 


e@) In neighboring Palestine, rationing con- 
trels imposed by the Britiah have met with some success. 
In Lebanen, divided rt ps ale yp tas Halpin plus the cir- 
cumstenee of newly procla independence have oconsid- 
erably reduced the effectiveness of both foreign and 
domestic control measures. 


f) Recent red isation that the wer might not 
end in Burepe this year has been a new psychological 
market facter. Speculators have been qiick to profit 
from popular apprehension. 


Recent 
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6) Recent extensive 2 of textiles, 
confirmed by both British and American telligence 
services, to Iraq and other countries has augmented 
shortages; and reports thereof, sirgulating among mer- 
chants, have encouraged them to further price mark- 
UPB. 


h) Perhaps most important, however, as a 
new factor of strong inflationary effect was the dis- 
eovery by the market that French officials had for some 
time been quietly buying quantities of textiles, shoes, 
and foodstuffs which were being stored in warehouses 
awaiting shipment to France. This matter is now receiv- 


ing urgent consideration by highest French and Lebenese 
authorities. 


1) Finally there bas been an unprecedented 
dnorease in note circulation during a period of ap- 
parently lessening military activity, a factor which 
lent confirmation to the reports of French buying for 
export. In four months ending October 31 this increase 
was some 50,000,000 Lebanese pounds. At War's outbreak 
total cir tion had been only 435,000,000, October 31 
saw a new warborn high of 557, 5000 

3) Report of tion ttee. The Committee 
on the cation o. grams 0 truction reached 
@ decision on @ number of points during the month. It 
recommended unmimously the use of Arabic as the only 
danguage of instruction in primary schools, and as the 
languageof instruction in secondary sohools for the teach- 
ing of history, geography, and civics. 


Two further suggestions created great controversy. 
The members favor Anglo-American education wished 
that an option be given secondary students who might 
prefer to study ma ties, science, and philosophy in 
English rather than in French. They also wished that 
the offieial Lebanese baccaleureat examination, in ad- 
dition to the compulsory passages in Arabic, give stu- 
dents the option of answering certain questions dher 
in Freneh or in English. The French group opposed ma k- 
ing English optional and won on both issues. 


Then, in reply to a considerable amount of publics 
oriticiam, the Minister of Education, Mr. Abi Shahla 
stated to the press on November 13 “Deny euphatically 
these rumors and declare in my behalf that the Govern- 
ment is not beund by the decisions of the Committee 
on the unification of ourrigula should such decisions 
not agree with national independence.” Since, however, 
it was Mr. Abi Shahla's personal intervention whieh 
had been instrumental in ob @ decision in faver 


of a compulsory Freneh progran @ denial but added to 
the omtaaions’ , 


Meanwhile, the routed minority took comfort in 
the fact that, even should the Committee's recomnenda- 
tions receive the Ministry's approval, they would have 
to be approved by the Bducation Commission of the 


Ghamber 
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Chamber and then by the Chamber iteelf, a time-consum- 
ing proeess affo: opportunity for an organized 
eompeign in behalf of optional English, 


<UL SS Ree Ne SS Ri 

Governmen a bill limiting 
the use of French as a legal language to the following 
easess a) In the Mixed Courts, b) in passports and 
pep ases, ¢) in extradition proceedings and in 

Plomatic correspondence with non-Arab vornments 
a) in contracts end correspondence with ‘oreign euploy- 
ees and fore experts attached to Lebanese public ser- 
viees and trations, @) in lio and private schools, 
colleges, and wmiversities, and f) in the publication 
of lawe and regulations in the Official Gasette. 


B) The Chamber 
3) tion. The Ministry's pledge 
to unde ea otra reforms was redeemed in 


part when on October 4 the Chamber passed a govornment 
bill for Judielal Reorganisation, and on October 25 
measures provided therein were put Into effect. 


"ne framers of this bill had rare | intended 
to abolish the existing Council of State whioh is a 
peard ef appeal from the administrative decisions of 
the Government and to reestablish in its place the Court 
of Cassation. At the lest moment it was realized that 
such a eourt would have to have a Mixed Chamber, end 
this the ee {ts nationalist program of elim- 
inating foreign intervention in domestic affairs was 
reluctant te ereate. 


Instead, the bill vided for the oreation of a 
Judieial and a Disciplinary Ceurt con- 
sist: of ee venking members of the bench, to super- 
vise appointment by examination, the promotion, the 
transfer, and the diseiplining of the judiciary. 


Another notew element of the reform was the 
trensferel of jurisdiction from the Mixed to the Leban- 
ese courts of all eases concerning customs, the tobacco 
monopoly, ami frawi. Hereafter the primary function 
Of the Mixed Courts will be to arbitrate disputes 
Dvetwoen Lebanese anf “eapitulatory" foreigners or 
petween such foreigners. 


A third provision established « seemingly adequate 
number of additional village courts presided over by 
Justioes of the pence. 


Finally ——* most jv s were —* one 
or two veak, the es of all were raised, 
27 new were mamed, end a system was inaugurated 
whieh would make it peacidle eneoforth for epg Sy 
Justiess in the eountry to be promoted to positions 
large metrepolitan eeurts. 


Zn_snnouneing 
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In annoweing these reforms, the Government main- 
tained that by Ses ee eto te judiotary 
from the executive and legislative branehes of govern- 
ment had become a reality. It also asserted that 
| arg ed finanesial treatment should remove temptation 

the jurists and also permit them to eeneentrate 
on their offieial duties. Public reaction was, on the 
whole, favorablee 


2) lection of er of re As predic- 
ted in the ow ° er reelected 
dts President, Sabri Hamadi at the opening of the Or- 
dinary Session on Osteber 17. The vote was 55 to 15. 


Yusuf Salem, his opponent, an erstunile member 
of the pro-Prench Edd group but latterly of the “in- 
de t opposition", responded to the verdict of his 
colleagues with a graceful speech in which he paid 
tribute to the courage and the character of Hamadi and 
expressed the hope that the good sportsmanship which 
had oharacterised the contest might prevail during the 
subsequent proesedings of the ehamber. 


After Hieholas Ghosn, Deputy from North Lebanon 
had been reelected Vice-President, and Rifat Kasun o 
Detua ani Rail Lahoud of Mount Lebanon had been reelec- 
ted as Seeretaries, Speaker Hamadi assumed the chair, 
thanked the r, and the members then adjourned. 
Thereupon the two rivals paid courtesy calls on each 
othere 


3) CEPR oe ee ied during tne mon 
mittee o: jon oocupied during the month 
with that most diffieult of all legislative projects: 
an income tax lew which will satisfy everyone. 


Qn October 27 the Committee reported agreenent 
on the eustomary exemptions for charitable and reli- 


ematio persommel ef all coumtries shich 
will aceord Lebenese diplomats reciprocal exemptions. 
Still wnder Giseussion were allowances for wives and 
enildven. Meanwhile the Minister of Finance was hold- 
ing ig, ag 1948 budget until the tax measures had be- 
come law 


C) Jhe Freas 


1) stse As reported 
in the Ps @) vember (Re- 
ection in Lebana te dential Campaign References 


to Palestine) several days eed efter President 
Reesevelt's message of Os 16 to the Conventlon of 
the Sionist Orgmisation of America before the local 
Arable press took up the eudgels. For a few days the 
Amorioen commmity squirmed wader the acid comments of 
their Arab friends, and the gentlemen of the Beirut 
Catpost of the OWI were long faces. 


By_the end 
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By the ond of the uonth, hewever, the newspaper 
editors had said all there was to be said. Water from 
that great reservoir of good will fer the United States 
that exists in this eountry had abated the flames. 


Nevertheless, the fire continues to smoulder, pend- 
a that may be taken to implement what 

wi thinking still hepes was empty campaign talk. 
If an when action be taken, it may provide fuel for a 
fire of astenishing proportion. 


8) st Goes As e Our daily In- 
formati ow 0 c 98, prepared by 
the OWI, earries at the top of eaen number this warn- 
ings "fhe information reported in this review should 
net be re as fac ©. Those who failed to heed 
were convinced by a mishap befalling our frequmt sup- 

ter who ealls himself and his paper "The Errant 
journalist". 





A Peport publisned in several local newspapers, 
eabarrassing because 1t was untruo, that Mr. Wadsworth 
would present his letters of credence on October 20 pro- 
dueed a tardy denial that went umoticed by the Errant 
Journalist, who is his ow reporter and who was other- 
wise occupied om the day in gestion. 


Next morning delighted readers of the Errant Journ- 
alist read a remarkable circumstantial account of a 
ceremony whieh bad not taken place. “People on every 
side applauded®, seid the paper, “when Mr. Wadsworth 
presented his papers; some became so aroused as to rush 
and embrace hin". 


During the next twenty-four hours the Errant Journa- 
list's usually ebullient spirit underwent a noticeable 
Geeline and he was not at home to his colleagues of the 
Fourth Estate who fleeked to offer him their congratu- 
lations eon the year’s outstanding scoop. One wondered, 
tee, at the oversight of our usually over-active French 
and Lebanese censorship controls. 


III) EXTERWAL RELATIONS 






headlines with e 
mine? sensation. Peeeived the London correspondent 
ef the Arad Nows Agency and issued a statement advocat- 
mie Alger sta ihcronyg wags page racagy Soytwise pong Me 
the 


The Gaember was in session when these remarks were 
made publies and in response to gestions from the floor, 


fhe Vico Prenter 
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the Vieo Premier was ebliged to admit that neither he 
ner the Poreign Minister possessed any effieial informe- 
tion about what Mr. Chamoun had said, "I ean state in 
an offietal way", confeseed Mr. Abi Shabla, “that the 
Lebanese Government has not instructed its Minister 
coma ag | in Lendon to make any declarations what- 
ever on the estine problem", 


By means end, Mr. Chamoun was in Washington en 
route Chieago where he is to represent Lebanon on 
the Civil Aviation Conferenes. In reply to a query 
from the Department, the Legatia was able to give as- 
surance that ea second letter of credence, this time as 
Gonferenee Delegate, was airborne in one of the Depart- 
ment's pouches. 


2) ister arr e The new Seviet 
Minister ° e@ Beirut airport 
October { by A-TeCe from Teheran. By a happy coincidence 
Mr. Wadsworth was at the airport to meet Ambassador 
Culbertson who arrived almost simultaneously in another 
plane. 


Thus it was thet the Ameriosn Diplomatic Agent was 
the first to be able to welcome the newest member of 
the Diplomatic Corps. The OWI news photographer who was 
present took an excellent picture of the three envoys 
for the local press. 


After making a few informal visits, Mr. Soled went 
to rer end it was not until October 30 that he pre- 
sen: nis Letters of Credenee in the Petit sérail. 
Meanwhile his staff had made little progress towards 
renting offiees, even though prepared to pay a rental 
of three te four times that paid by this Legation. 


) ro it. The defeated cane 
didate f es CS Chamber, Yusuf gelem 
pe ee from Seuth Lebanon, despite a certain degree of 
Prelus was prevailed on to comply with his Gevern- 
ment's wish that he represent Lebenon as its Minister 
near the tien Government. His acceptance was Ppub- 
lished on October 27. 


to=) ese relations, he will have his hands full 
Arab Unity questions and complicated oitisensnip 
problems. 


The post will be no appeers In addition to es- 
Pag @ Legation ana the foundation of 


There are, Mr. Salem says, some 35,000 Lebanese now 
registered as sueh at Fromeh Consulates in Egypt whose 
Gessiers he mast take over. In addition there are ap- 
prezimately 27,000 who have consistently refused to re- 
gieter at either the Freneh or the sh Consulates 
and (unlike seme 40,000 others) have been unable to ob- 
tain tien citisenship. Many of those, it is report- 
ed, not wish to “naturalise"® themselves as oitizens 
of their newly-independent homeland. 


4) Irenian 
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a scRee EES MEER Ge Sop iether ned ereneens 


as men September, had expressed 
its intention ef eonswmeting its vaguely phrased reeog- 
Bition of Levemese and independence following a 


visit of the reapeetive ign Ministers er Premiers 
to Teheran at Iran's invitation. Both Syrians and Leb- 


Benee, during a visit of Pereign Minister Tacla to 
Cairo at the time of the Alexandria Conference, the 
Irenien Ambassador asked and received in writing Leban- 
ese to the appointment of Mr. Moased, ne pre- 
sent Delegate, as Envoy Extraordinary and Minis- 
ter Plenipoten e When Mr. Moased presents his let- 
ters of eredenee final [ranian recognition may bs con- 
sidered as having been eonswamated. 


0 RSET STEPHEN: ates Usenet 
sident re ehael Abed, a prominent 


Lebanese emigrant in Mexies, in which Mr. kveoa stated 

that he had seen the President and Foreign Minister of 

Mexico and that Mexico was disposed to acesde to the re- 

bap of the Lebanese commmity and extend forgal recog- 
tion. 


Mr. Wadi Ashkar, Deputy from Mt. Lebanon who has 
Just returned from a semi-offioial mission to Brasil, 
stated that Brasilian recognition of Lebanon's indepen- 
pore fortheoming. My Zilian colleague is also 
hope: e 


The Iraq Fore. Minister, Mr. Umari, duri a 
lumeheon given in his honor by the Lebanese Fore: Min- 
ister on October 16, disoussed the question of 's 
Peeognition. Conversations are being ecnducted on behalf 
of Syria and Lebenon by t the Chinese Minister 
in Bagh@ed. ‘They also pr 2@ early success. 


Rumors of Turkish re ition eppear on eaeh ocea- 
sion of a visit of the sh Consul General to the 
Foreign Offiee. Wo official information has been forth- 
coming, and offieiel eireles are not hopeful of early 
agreements 


6) « Rwser in the Foreign 
Ministry 9 eousin of the Premior, 
is being considered fer appointment as Minister at 


e Gibrm Tousini, omer of the Arabic newspaper 
Am-Nensr, is similarly slated for Mosoow. 


Other cog ond velisble reports have it that both 
Mr. Abi Shahla, Premier and Minister of Education, 


end Mr. Hemi@ Premgié, capable and honest Minister of 
Finanes, seek the appointment te o A third 
eandidate wely sponsored by his pr, jl ie 

PaeD. (Harvard), Prefessor of Philosophy 
at the American University of Beirut. 





B)__United States 
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Yaar aA, Maisie rates 
American Middle East visited 

dnd Lepenen during the last two weeks of October. 

ter preliminary studies had been made by three in- 

veatigator-members, Ambassador Culbertsen accompanied 
by Mr. Winent arrived, 4nterviewed important officials 
end others, and was guest of honor at a lunchem: given 
by the President. 


While these visits attracted little coment in the 
prese, business groups essed satisfaction with the 
aime of the Mission, and Government leaders vere very 
happy at the epportunity to discuss their problems, 
economie and Political, with such attentive listeners. 
Tne Legation believes the survey to have been well worth 
wnile. 


2) lab : egates to Internati inees 
e = er » es of- 
eT.Oc, the business ecommmity learned wi th 
keen interest that three Lebanese delegates would be 
able to attend this Conference saheduled to meet in Nov- 
ember in New York. 


After some eonfusion in selecting the candidates 
and in obtain Britieh Security Mission clearanee, 
Mr. Elias 4 reprecms sing ne Chamber of Commerce, 
Mr. George Arida ie gotniggy he @ Assooiation of Leban- 
ese Industries, ani Mr. Shafik Diab representing the 
Merchants’ Association were selected by their respective 
organisations and received their visas. 


1 
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The Honorable 


MMe Secretary of Stuto, pg mf ae 
Washington» 7 SAN 13194" 
sire ae oe : 


I nave the honor to trenenit horewith ‘Tien thly 
Political Review ~ Jebsnon" for the month af October 
1044. 

Phin review is the second, wid last,-to be pre~ 
pared undor ug auporviaion by 3poolui nttech$ Deaette 
Phe sevicn for Hovesbor and eubdscquo:t montis will be 
underteken, by Wiiré Secretary Schoellkopf. 


6) ap usval, this review 15 pragcded ty @ Weble oF 
( Ugntente Listing the subjeets trosted. 


fespoetfully yours, ’ 
~ 


2 : Goorgo vadsworth 
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1) Begum ce ome ayer 


Dear: the first week of Jotobor the politionl 
o0enes wac & astute of suspended aniuation ponding 
the roturn of the Prowler and foreign Ministar fran 
the Arab Unity Gonforonce at Aloxendria. 


When the Lobmmose delogation returned and whon 
almost simultanesousiy the Protouol of Alexmdria was 
made public, Froneh ond pro-Frenoh olroles with the 
support of s ocubsliisged press uttacked the Frottor 
for the cow tonte he had mmce; and coipmiderable 
presmire wan brougit to bear os the Governnmt to 
oompe2 it, or to frighten it, into uiming tho oom 
lier proposed Fruaco-Lobunose Vrenty. 


Fronch strutegom cultinated In Jousral Usynet's 
Admaruhe of Octobor 13 to President iioury roported 
in the Legatim's tolegrum Ho, 228, Lctobor 20, 10 
aome Boynot sug:osted that tho stand tehou vy Lebu- 
non at Alexandrin procluded tue sigqeing of a trosty 
and intimated thet, consequestiy, tho Cutroux docla- 
ration of Iabanese Lidepordence uignk nave ta be ro- 
considered, in that such declurution elourly ovis 
aged the conclueion of such A uronty. 


The reply to “xench yrogssure wes udw by tie Chau 
ber cf Deputies in ea rosoundiny vote of thanks to the 
Preutor and nie assocjates for tholr work, Thy subject 
is trouted in some detail In tis Logution’s coxrrgnt 
despatda No. 568 of Novawber x4, entitied “Whe Aloxan~ 
Qeia Protovol and Frooch Ulplonacy iv iebsnon", 


Thorvaftor, when it beowso obvious that the Gov~ 
ernment would not yield to throats or intinidution 
the attaok was shifted from the diplocstie to the in- 
bred soene and ws ooccentrited on the rising cost 
of livinge By tho end of the month thoso tuctics pro- 
mined to yield 2 ueesure of suocess, 


Zi) INTIMAL AVPATHS 


The Lebunses textile wenu- 





Si 
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While there were no resulting scenes of violence 
euch as ooourred in Aleppo, tho dovornment after a 
series of conferances felt to yield to a 
fase~eaving compromise by which control of tho fao- 
tories was withdram, in roturn for the promise of 
the companies to deli vor @ perventare of thoir out- 
put to the Government eat a specified prioes 


Beeause of the toxtile shortase, no one, not 
even the Govorment, was persuade’ thut this oouprouises 
would stabilize textile prloes which had wore than 
doubled during the month. 


2). Dis Poli Jconwie Fagtors. The 
forego ‘oe Is sya 6 OF cor - 
tant egoncuie and politioal fuctors which et the 


momer* are playing an importact role in shaping the 

destiny of the comtry. In briof and perhaps ovor~ 

2. flad outline, the situation appears to be some~ 
as followsd 


a) The present Jovornment, wiich is des- 
perately stxiving to maintain its independence apaingt 
foreign pressure, must bo assured of strong support 
on the domestic front af it is ic survive, It was 
politioal blundor to antegorine the influential monied 
groups to whioh the textile meunusac turers belong. 


b) The Govornment's gro:test achlovanent 
and its strongest cerd has bom thse successful con- _ 
duct of foreign policy undoes uost trying olroumstances. 
Ita weakest point is the detorLors ting eqononio situa~ 
tions é 


politicully dooile; clase conselcusness bus yot to 
qmerge as & political foros; tho ruling olasa consists 
of a fow wealthy manufacturers, landomers, and mer- 
chuntae The latter have not for the most pert reached 
that stage of politival ewlichtoment which pleoss the 
public good ahoad of orivute veins 


6) Industrial end agioulturel workers ‘ars | y 


a) On scarcity markets the nost offcotive 
weapons a:ninst prico inflation are retioning anc taxa- 
tione some, but far too little, progress haz boon made 
in the lattor ficld. ; 


e) In neighboring Puleatinc, rationing con- 
trols imposed by the British have mot with some success. 
In Lebanon, divided forelg interrmtio plus the oir- 
qumatance of nowly proclaimed independenes havo oonsia- 
erably rocuesd the offectivencss of poth foreign and 
domestio control measurce.s 


ff) Reet red isation that the wor might not 
end in Exrepe this year has boon « new psyohological 
market fueter. Speculators have boo qick to profit 
feraa populer apprehension. 


&)__Becent 





aca e3- 
(Politienl Review, October, 19¢4, Lebanon) 


Recent eatersive sinig ling of taxtilea, 
 eonfizracd both British and fe xricas intoliironse 
seyvicos, to Iraq and otaor cuvotrie.s hes aupueunted 
ahortagess end reports isercot, oficulaéing among mer 
chante, have encouraged ttc. t further peluo murke 
Upse 












h) Perhaps uost inportunt, howovor, as a 
now factor of atrong luflutionury offoct wos tho dis~- 
exergy oy tho aerket thet lrenoh officials had for some 
timo boon quiotly buy: quentitlos of textiles, ahoos, 
und foodstuffs which wero boing stored in werchouses 
awaiting shipmdot to krunce. Thie waiter is vow recelv- 
ing urgout consideration vy hlchost conch wd Loveneso 
authoritios. 


4) #inelly thero hes boon an unprécadontod 
inorease in note circulution curing a poriod of ap- 
papently lessmin;; militury activity, a factor which 
lent confirmation to the reports of frenoh buying for 
export. In four. aontha ending Actobor 41 this Inoresse 
was some 50,000,000 Lebenosa pounds. At \iurts outbreak 
total cfroulution hud boou only 43,000,000. October 31 
few @ now warborn hiyh of 537,000,000, 


3) Report of Lcmoativn Counlttoe. Me Com tte 
on tho unibiertion of Provraena of Tantruotion reached 
@ Geoision on a number of polnis curing the month. It 
yreoomonded unaiimously the uso of Arabic us the only 
Banguae of instruction 1: primary schools, aad as tho : 
lengus;eof instruction i: seco:dery schools four the toach-| 
ing-ef history, geography, und civics. 

“wo further sugvcelaonne croutod .weat coctrovorsye 
the manbora favoring; Anglowiwuorican oGucuiia: wis ed 
that an option bo fivon sacondary atudaits vho misht 
prefer to study muthouutios, sclonce, 1d pilloseghy in 
English rothor than iv vronch, They also wishod that 
thageffiocial Lebaneso baccaluurout examination, in ad- 
Qitfon to the compulsory wusen me Li: arabic, sive atu- 
Gente the option of answortn;; cortal: questions thor 
da Fronch or 1: Inglishe Tho Pronch grovp opposer: ma k~ 
ing Inclieh opticnel snd won a: both issuos.. 





Thon, in roply to 2 cosideruble auount of mblla 
oritioism, the iuistor of javortion, live ADL Shalla, 
etated to the presa a. loveuber li Deny empheticully 
these rumors end declare in my behalf thet the doverne 
ment is not bound by tho decistons of tho Oomultteo 
on the unifics tion of ou:rioula should such deciatons 
not agroe with nutional irdepondance.” Since, howevor, 
4t was ir. Abi Shahle's personel intervention which 
head been instrumontal in hedamenae 4 decision in favor 
of a congulsory Pronci: oprogro:, his deniul but added to 
the confusion. 


deanwhile, tho touted minority took comfort in 
the feet thet, oven should the Camittea's recomeda- 
tions prooeive the a letry's apyrevel, they would havo 
to be appreved by tue Education Goresiasion of tho 


Spaber 
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the use of French us a legal langua:e to the following 
eneeos 2) mm the Mixod Courts, b) in passports and 
aeStone yasesee 6) in extradition proceedings snd in 
tie eorrespondenes with non-Arab vormnents 
a) in contracts and correspondence wi tn foreign 
eos end fo: experts attached to Lebanese public ser- 
views and strations, @). in public and private sohools, 
se, and uiiversitios, and f) i the publication 
ef laws and reguistions in the official Gazette. 


B) The Chamber 
1) a: by tloa. The tinistry's pledge 
to wdertake adminis Vo rororma w:s rodeomed in 


part when on October 4 the Chambor pusscd @ govornmen t 
Dill for Judicial Reorgenigzaticn, ena an October 23 
measures provided thorein wore put into offect. 


The framers of this bill had originally Latonded 
to abolish the existing Council of Stato which is @ 
board of eppenl frou the aduinistrutive docisions of 
the Governtiont and to reostublish in ite place the Court 
of Oassation. At tho lust moment it was renlizod that 
such @ court would have to lave 4 iWixed Cagmuber, ond 
this the iMnletry with its nutionslist program of elin- 
inating foreign intervention da douestioe affaires was 
Peluctant to create. 


Inetesd, the bi11 orevided for tio oroation of @ 
Suprese Judicial Council and 8 Disciplinary Court con- 
sisting of a ronking womboers of the bonoh, to super 
wise the appointaent by examination, the promotion, the 
transfer, and tho disgiplining of tho judiciary. 


Another noteworthy elauont of the roform wus the 
transferal of jurisdiction frou the idixed to the Leban- 
ese courts of all cases concerning customs, the tobacco 
monopoly, and fraud. Hereaftor tho primary function 
of the tlxoa Courts will be to arbitrate disputes 
betwoen Lebanese and “capltulatory® foreigners oF 
between such foreigners. 


A third provision established a seemingly adequate 
member of additional village courts presided over by 
fustiees of the peace. : 


Finally by iy ag most ges wero promoted one 


or twa. reak, the ea. ‘oa of all waro raised, 
at fo mmned, sod @ cyeten was inaugurated 


age pes at ie eons to ho promoted cn aes ix 
largo wetroyols tan oourts. 


2p snnoupaing 


coal : 
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foieet, Ses oy, mee the. Kidenco of tho judtotary 
m 4 ; ‘and: 30; tive brynohez of govern~ 
Mae Feed beeane's roulity., it elso assorted tht 

fine tee Serivte test Ghee pase tae eet mmtstion 
em thelr Cheat 5 po Gutioe. Public reuction was, on the 










Dos Elia 
ite: Presidont, Sabri Uaaadi ut tha epenkiy of the Ore 
@inury Session on October 17, ‘The vote was 35 to 15, 





Tuewf Salen, hie opponent, an eratehlic moubor 
of the pres¥renoh latdé group Lut lutterly of the “in- 
pe: pnp opposition", responded to the verdiet of pis 
colleagues with vw graceful spsoch 1: which he peta 


After Wieholus Ghom, Doraty fro: “orth Labmon, 
bad been redloctod Vice~Prosident, wid Kiéay Mezun of 
Bekda god wil Lahoud of uout) Lebanon hud bean realoo- 
ted as Seoret:.riss, Spoulor iiutudi saswizod the chair, 
thanked the Gnsubor, und the uowbora tion udjournods 
Therenpon the ivwo rivals paid courteay culls ot: each 
other 


3) 388 in ax Law, Tho binaace Con- 
mitieo o. rr) er hag oceupied during; the month 
with that momt difficult of ull dovinlative projoctas 
an income tux law which will satlefy avoryono. 


On Yotober £7 the Comeilliies resorted BoVeangt 
on tho customery oxmuptious for charitable anc rolt- 
gious iastitutiona, uasbors of foretm nilitary units, 
and the diplomatic personnal of ali countrios wich 
Will aceord: Lobunoso diplouia roalprocal oxenptions. 

yamder @iscussion wero allowuacos for wives und 

Ws af Le tho ainistor of Finance was hold= 
ang up the 1945 budsot until ths tax nossurce had bo- 
cone. laws ; 





bo Zionists. Aa roported 


om ‘esp Oe 6o 0 0 
aotion in Lebentn to Prosidenciel Momoime loforonces 
to Paloutine) sovordl duys passed efter President 
koqnevelt's messaize of 38 to the Convention of 
iiebic premk Wack np Oe eioniae yore foe tac ee | 
a me : y eo a fow days | 
i < himmed under tho seid cotuents of | 
wn of the Doirut 
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(Political heview, Ostobor, 1944, Lobanon) 


By the end of the .onth, however, the uowspaper 
editors hud saic 611 there ws to be said. Water from 
that great rozorvoir of zood will for the United States 
that existe fi this country had ubated the flees. } 

lhevorthelesa, the fire coutinuss to swoulder, pena- 7 
ing any action that may be tuken to inplement what i 
wishful thinking still hopes wes ompty caupuipm talk. 

Tf an whem action be taken, it may crovide fuel for a 
five of astonishing proporticn. 


2) Jor e Our daily In- 
formatl ee 5. 58, prepared by 
the OWI, carries at the top of saan nuaber this warn~ 
ings "The information reported in this reviow should 
not be rogerded of factual". Those who fallod to hood 
were co; inged by a mishap befalling our froqumt sup- 
portor who calls hinself and his vapor "The lrrant 
Journalist". 


A report publishod in sevorel local nowspapors, 
@ubarrasesing tooguso 1t was untrue, thut ur. Wadsworth 
would present hig lotivrs of crodaice om Ostobor 20 pro- 
duced a tardy denial thet vat umotilced by tho Lrrant 
Journaliat, who is hie own rvogortor and who was othor- 
wise occupied on the dey In mesticn, 


ext moyniag delignted roeders of tho irravt Journ- 
alist read « rouurkavlo oirounstentiol aeoount of a 
oeromony which had not tuken place. “Peovle on overy 
side applauded", said the paper, "whon iit. wadeworth 


Eepecntoe his papers some became so arovsod as to rush 
and ombrace him", 


During the oat twenty-four hours the krrunt Journa- 
list's usualiy obulliont spirit uaderwot o noticeable 
@ecline und he was not at howe to his colieuuos of the 
Pourth Latate who flocked to offor hin thoir co: cratue 
iations om the year's outatandin;; scoop. Ono wordored, 
too, at tho ovorsight of our usually ovor-activo Fronch 
aid Lobanoso conaorship controle, 


TIT) BXTRAAL RELA IONS 






A) Biplouméie 
1) onference. Leban- 
onts firs Ceniila Gieriown arriving 


at his post without his lotuers of crodeice (which a 
harried Foreign iMuistry hed voclested to draft) nover- 
theless lost no time in makin; the houdlinas with a 
atinor soneation. lle resolved tho Londo: cerrespo.idont 
of the Ayeb Nowa Agency and issued a bigs gree BU vooa t~ 
ing inter alia the iimsediate sunmonin:; la Londo of « 
didiie Kast Confurense to sottle the sulestinien, the 
Syro-Lebunese mid other iiddloe Kast .robloua. 

4 Chamber was in session whon thoso reempks were 
made. pablies und in ros .cns0 to mostions frou the floor, 


Mie Vice Praator 





ote 
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¢ 


“the Vit Prester wae mee obliged to watt tre nal her he 
“now the Foreign xin poawsared any ‘orea= 
fiom shout what lr, Chamoun bed suid. qmn estate in 

S% offieial way", confonsad it. Abi » “that the 
Tabusone oe hae nob instructed ite itiniater 
aoe Tlemdon to make eny declerutions what- 

en 


ever on the ‘tine problen", 
By ren *@ ond, itr. Ohamoun was in Washington on 
route ehere he is to represent Lobanon on 


the Civil Aviation Gonferenge. In reply to a query 
frou the Lo ypdpeon the Legetim was sable to give as- 
marance tha second letter of credence, this time as 
Gonforance Delegate, wae airborie in one of the Dopart- 
ment's pouchas. 


2) Wiet Minlator Arrivese ‘The now Soviet 
Biniayer arcvivod @ ha Belrut el rport 
tobor 1 b: AcT.Oe frou fehcren, By «u happy soincldence 


te Wed Wadswo: waa at the airport to meet Aubunsador 
Getber-cerm who errivod almost eimultunoously in another 
plane. 


Thus 1t wis that the Averftes Diplianatio Aggnt was 
the flrat to be abla to walcano the novont maavor of 
the Diplomatio Corps. The Cli nena phocogruphar who was 
peesent took an excellent plotura of tho three envoys 
for the looal prose. 


After making a few informal visite, Av. Solod went 
person ‘gh and 1t wee not until Ovtovor 30 Meat he pre- 
sentet his Lettors of Credence in the Potil sérail. 
Meeowhilo bis etuff hed made Little prorresa towrds 
renting offices, over though gropared to puy e rentel 
of throes to four tiues thet pad wy thie Legation, 


3) Se goepte Gubes Post. ‘Ite detaateod can- 
Gidate for oy 0. Oo Ghumbsr, Yusuf Salem, 
i ple from South Lebanon, despite a oortain degree of 
Wes provailod en to comply with lis Govern- 
aut? bee that he represent Lotacon as its Uinistor 
nesr the Egyption Govornment. His accoptunve was pub= 
lished on October 27, : 


The post will be no einocure., In addition to esq 
Ly ber @ Isqution and lsying the foundation of 
@s3 roletions, bo will luvo his hande full 
pos Unity questions and complic:ted citizenship 
e 


There aro, Mr. Salem says, ease 5,000 Lebanose now 
registered ea such at Yronch Consulates in Egypt whose 
Coasiers he as take over, In addition there are ap- 

protiautely 27,000 who bave consistently rofused to re- 
oooag cr Ragtnsteee yh rego Consulates 
Man Rapetier stucseaion ny or one, tb te peport 
i Pe. o, it is 
ag 8 gorge! not wish to snatewal jee" § Saentiven as atlas 
of their newly~independant howe] 





4) Tzantan 


-8e 
(Political Review, October, 1044, Lebun on) 


4) Bee Se ‘The Iranian Government, ~ 
ee men : ety Me for Septenbor, had expressed 
ita intention of consumatin: ite varuely puresed recog= 
nition of Laberosa and Syrien iadepondence following a 
wisit of the rowpeotive boresign iiuistors and/or Premtors 
te Tehoran at Iran's invitation. Both Syrime ond Leb- 
mmese accoptod the invitation 1: painciplos 


Hence, during @ visit of Forelga ilinistor Tacla to 
Cairo at the time of tho Alexandria Conferonos, tho 
Trenian Anbaseador asked und roeeived in writing Leban- 
ese to tho appointmoct of fr. oasod, tho pro- 
sont Dologute, ae Favoy “xtraordinery and ilinis- 
ter Plenipotentiury. hen ib. Joased »resents his let- 
ters of oredeuos final iranisa recognition way b> con- 
sidered as having veoa consurm ted. 


5) bw wg Reoomitions. On October 4, the vro= 
sidont received a ia ir 7 iekasl Abed, a prominent 
Lebanoso emigrant 1: te,100, Ly which ir, abod atated 
that he had gscon the Prasidout und Foroien Mnistor of 
aexico and that .Jexieo was disposed to accéds to the re- 

st of tho Lebanese conmmmity anc extend formal reoog- 
nitione 


ae. Vedi Ashkar, Deputy from lite Lebanon who hes 
just returned from a sonl-offiotal issicn to brazil, 
ateted that brasilian recognitiva of Lebanon's indepen- 
dence ie forthcoming. dy Grugilian collousus is elso : 
‘hopeful. 


{he Iraq roreig -lietor, i. hurd, during a 
Iunenecs given ta hie honor by tho Leom.oss roreign .lin- 
dster on Octobor 16, discussod the quéitice of China's 
reeomition. Conversutions a:0 belng senducted on behalf 
of Syria and Lebanon by iraq through the Chi:oso in Later 
in Baghded. ‘hoy also promise exurly success. 


Rumors of iurkish reco itivn appour on sach occa- 
eion of a visit of the Turkieb Consvi Goneral to the 
Forelyn Office. No official information hus boen forth- 
coming, and offielal circles era «ot hopeful of early 
agroanonte 


6) mdine A Sntmeitse funor li tno Foreign 
bdnistry ee Tt teat feuae Boln, oounir of the Pronior, 
is boing considered for appointaiont as Jt Lator at 
Bachdad, Gibrun YoueinL, owner of tho 4rubic nowspaper 
Anetehar, is sinilerly slated for sioscow. 


Othor soemingly rolieblo roports have it thet both 
cb. Abi Shahin, Vice Prowler end Muistor of iducu tion, 
and if. Hamid Frongié, oap:tle and honest MLatetor of 
Finanes, scek the appointnent to iWwashingtons A third 
oundidats activoly apmsored by ule collossues ie 
Charles ualik, PheD. (Hurwird), Professor of Philosophy 
at the Aaericun University of Hoirute 


DB). United States 





the Ou peiun. denhers of the Special 
ican Boonomic Miséion to the Middle East visited 
fie and Lebanon during the laet two wooke of October. 
’ after preliainary studich baci bean wade by tnren in- 
¥ostigetor-menbers, Ambassador Culbertson ageoupaniod 
by Me. Winmt arrivod, interviewed tayortant offictals 
end othore, and was. giost of honor at a luncheom Kiven 





by ‘tha President. ; 


While thoso visits attraoted little commmt in the 
preas, tusinera groups exprossod sutisfnotion with the 
Qims- of the Wisela1, ami Gorornuaoit lencers wore vory 
happy at tho opyortunity to discusn thelr sroblaus, 
eéonomic and political, with such attontivo listeners. 
Whe Logzeti-a believes the aurvey to have boon wall worth 
wnllo.s 


2) Iphaigiu Lolosates to ivhoometionad Yosingss 


Gontorniae- NM MLe-OCEGOOK, tralks to trallicias ot~ 

e y A.%.C., tho business coumeity loarmed of th 
keen intorect tue’ thrao Lebuisec doiowmtes sould be 
able to uttend this Conforanee aouhetiviad to sent in Slove 
exdbor tn How York. 


4£ter sone confusion in selecting the condldator 

and tn obtaining Stitieh Seourlty Ulazsleu cla orsnae, 
dy. Pldes Yrebulsl representiag too Cheubor of Comerue, 
‘a. Georga Aride poprosenting tha fssooletion of Leban- 

ése Industrion, fod it. Shafi Dinh representing the 
forohants' Asecolation wore solvoted by Woixr respactive 
ganigzationa und reenivod tcis visas. 


! 
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This raviow the second, and last 


i pie Raighingelroden ooo don by. Speotal A Ttbapad Docekhe 
i review for Noyerber and subssquent months will be 
Kae mains seeenenr Hee 


this review. is preceded by a-Table of 
dontinne coe the’ subjects treated. 
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George Wadsworth 
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— Gairos, — and 








Factors ; 
in) {| weft’ to Berins seo Uae oe Freod 


a) 


° welt Statement to Zionists 
2) erent Journalist Goos Astrey 
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MONTHIY POLITICAL REVIEW 
TRBANOW 
OCTORER 1946 


1) BAGnLLeres or Ss ues 


Suxtng Liret week of October the polities? 
scene was @ state of suspended animtion pending 
the roturn of the Promier and Yorcign Ministor from 
the Arab Unity Ganforonce at Alexandria. 


almost taneously the Protocol of aria was 
made publie, oh eirelos with the 
of a subsidi attacked the Prernier 


Frenoh stratagem culminated in Genoral Beynet's 
Glamrohe of Osbobor 15 to President Mioury 

An the Legation's telegrem Moe 228, Ootoder 2, 10 
Bolte t suggested thet the stand taken by Lepec 
nen et precluded the signing of « reaty 
and intissted thet, consequently, Catroux decla- 
ration of Lebsnese indepondence might have to bo re- 
considered, in that such declaration cloaxly 

aged the gonclusion of such a troaty> 


Thereaftor, 
exrument would not yiel4 to threats or {in timid tion 
the attuok was shifted from the diplomatic to the 
ternal some and ws congentruted on the ris aoe t 
of livinge By the end of the menth theso tactics pro~ 
mised to yi6l4 a mossure of success. 


12) DUTIMAL ALYMIES 


2) . 2 The Ledances textile manw~ 
facturere 92 the Monthly Politienl Neview 
for Fesisted the attempts of the Government 


to ecntrel the mamufacture, distribution, and peice of 
yarn end eleth. Aoting in close collaboration with 
a competitors, they elosed dom their fae~ 


Wnile 


i 


=Q- 
(Politienl Review, Oetobar, 1944, Lebanon) 


Weil: there vere. t no Fesulting svenen of Violence 
sudh as ciourred in yp Se: Savane 5: 2r vee a 
Series ci cnferonaee f eV ecrapel let to yiela to a 


the cou, isles to 
yut bo t)e Govormamt et a specified prive. 


Bersuse of the textile shortage, no ome, not 
even @> Goveruucnt, was persuaded thut this coupronise 
would « ubilise taxtile prions which had nore than 
double] coring the months 


2} ths i ™ Facto: The 
forego! CI a r) oor’ oad 
tant ape ound political foctors which at the 


momery are ER GAng Bi taper mn’ yole to. sbebing the 
deatjty of the eaart 44 In briof and perhaps over= 
airri:ified ontliss, the situation appears to be some~ 
wy @8 follows: 


a) The prosont Government, which is des=- 
geeetely striving to maintain ite independence against 
‘oreign pressure, mat be sseured of etrong suppor’ 
on the domestie front if it is to survive. It was 
politiod blunder to an ise the influential mo adnled 
groups to which the textile manufacturers belong. 


b) The Govornmment's gro: test achlevaent 

and its strongest card has bem the successful con- 
of foreign undor most trying clroumstances. 
Ite weekest point is the deteriora ting economic situa- 


: 


0) «Industrial and agricultural workers are 
politically doelles class consciousness hae yot to 
asa tional forces; the ruling clasa consists 
of a fow thy manufacturers, landomere, and mer- 
ghentae The latter have not for the poor part reached 
that stage of hasan george enlightenment which places the 
public geod ahoad of privcte gain. 


markets the nost effoative 
and taxa- 


of On soarci 
weapons & price inflation are rationing 
% far too little, progress has boen made 


Palestino, ration: oon= 
trols Sele ce have mot with = 


Vi 


£) eee ization that the war not 
end in Rurege year has becn « 
market faetor. weneistens boon qilok to profits 


aBe 
(Pelitienl Reviow, Octobor, 1944, Lebanon) 


. g) Recent extensive auurg: ing of textiles, 
eonfiweed vy both Britis and Avorican intelligence 
servieos, to Ivnq and othar qountrics hus sugmorted 
snoetagess end reports thoreof, oiroula’ 5 among mer 
ehaxita, have encsourscged than to further oe murke 
Wpses 


h) Perheps uost inportant, howovor, s8 @ - 
new factor of stemyg Influtionury offoct was tho dis- 
pki Mov too market that French offigials had for some 

quietly buying titios of textiles, shoes, 
and foodsteffs which wero stored in werchouses 
ting shipamt to France. 8 wattor 1s sow recelv- 
ing ur, = eoisideration by hishest rench end Lobancee 
au! O8e 


if 


2) Finally there has boon an unprocodented 
dnoroase in note olrewlution during a period of eap- 
| pane’ Jeasening; wilitery sotivity, a factor which 
f 


export. In four mnths ending Octobor $1 this Increase 
was oe Labanese por e At War's outbreak 
total tion hed boon 43,000,000. October 31 
saw a now warborn high of 537, 4000 6 ‘ 

3) ttee. Tho Con ttoe 
on the ~7y truction reached 


@wo further suggestions .croated groat controversy. 
Tho members favoring Anglo-iwerioan eduostion wished 
that en option bo given ssacndary studouts who ight 
peefor to study mm ‘tiqs, Boioncs, ond philosephy in 
ish xathor than in They wlso wishod that 
wial Lebensec 


in French Engliahe 
ing Inglish optional and wan on both issuose 


Then, in reply to o eonsiderable amount of wblisc 
? Wipiobe Abi Shahls. 

etated to the press a Hovonbor 1s Deny emphctically 

theso rumors and. declare ir ny behalf ink Se Goer 


on the tio of s such decisions 
net agree with national ependence." Since, howrvor, 
it was it. Abi Shahia's intorvention which 
trumental In obtuining = decision in favor 
of = sonmdsory Fronol: program, bis conte) but sided to 
daexmbiles Routed minority took comfort in 


tha 
the fact that, cv should the Commi tteo's. recommenda- 
tions reosive the BM istry’s ap » thay wuld have 
to be approved by the Hducation Oassission of the 


N ~ oe er 





4 whl foe : AS, I dew. 4d. 





eo 
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* mace ot ee oe rears 
aeerted that 
compte’ Lon 


mont td beac a vodlitys I¢ sleo a 
. ase ‘ 

















The now Soviet 
free Beirut 
AcTcOs from Teheran, By a he ee 


dhe allege the airport to meet 
‘Wino vod almost simultaneously in sncther 










a pot vine Auer’ 13 f 6 
an ae ome Dylon: sgl was 
sen aa neve, yhotogremner too sas 

wieture of envoys 


i toe tnfommat visits li. Soloed. went 
Osterar 50 that ho pre- 
j in the Petit o 
jr towrds 
@ rented 
sian te was Lopnticn 





prgcnsts Sheena ais 





tine of. the Alexeadria Confereos, tho 


re AR ee 
Labenose | Sin mecieny 10 weigh ire toed ate tated 
Laem sae Sear ave Proeiges end Foreign Ministor of 
Mexdieo und tha Some toe Presi Calepoued t= acodde to the re- 
quedk of the Lebanese eomemity and extend formal reeog- 


a. ‘arnt Iabenon who he 
‘ ee omens wlesion ta fon oa rail, 


. ie a eetiien splic: imly is also 














; bank Bloister, ie Chart, dur: 
Lasenocs gerne: zag the tate Yoreign sia 
: a pb or wa tae aout oe China's 


Mes: ro being eondusted om behalf 
Onin 
fea Sait cage ae Gninoee ari! 
‘ thon sppeer on seach ocoa- 
fp onane tere cerns to the 


ges Riemer ty mon 9 been forth- 
Seite are not bopetal or ase 


ain the Foreign 









» ecummni ty 

Sele. te. three Labensse Gelogates would 
e&tend this Conforence seheduled to meet in Hov- 

oxigen “oa lew Yor. 


selecting tha ida tes 
= maine. ger aaitar sermeest “wisn sequrity ey ante ° 
Ag Pama Coma Pe » 
Awidh represent a ts o hawoasatt of Leban- 
ie, cemeee fats ant if. 


iuetrenen te* ke wore sotected © by thot Teapective 
organiaations end Seostved thely viene 


/ 










(ee 
a he RN AFFAIRS. 


Zoss%> 


I have honep to repert that in Lebanon the 
igverwhelming weight of press and public opinion hailed 
ijthe re-election of President Roosevelt with enthusiasm. 
‘Go-authervef the Atlantic Charter, he had espoused the 
cause of emall nations; his fe-election implied the coen~ 
\ tinvatied of a vigorous United States fereign polioy 
which ineluded the support of Levanen in its struggle 
to maintain and consolidate its independence. 


Three condenséd selected press excerpts follow: 


—~ ier egaetett yg Brewed home daily, offered fulsome 
Sengratulations; then, complimenting thé spertemanshi, 
Wexhibited,by the losing candidate in conoeding to his 
} £6 bemoaned the fact that similar ideals of 
H faite play 44d nob exist locally. 


The Jesuit pro-¥rench "Bl Bashir" of November 11 

.. \ gtreesea that the President, by his strong persenality, 

had overcome Amewioan tradition by carrying the country 

for a third term and even fer a fourths his re-election 

would have disruptive repercussions in Japanese en4 der- 
man oireles where be was considered Public Wo. 13 

any hopeg,ef a negotiated peace. had now vanished. 


oN . 
The. “Srreft List® added a lighter toush when 
ae as 




















D 


















‘| he ofted enthusiagm, the fact that 

be post-Nowember-seventh birth recerds showed that 17 new oO 

| bebies had been nmmed after the President. -Then, with Hy 

ebaracteristic -causticity, he addedw=perhaps inacedrate- nN 

ly, fee. the passage was censored=-that a certain deputy, oO 

hho oppesed the present regime and preferred to return 

Eto French mamiatory regime, had written to cempatriots 
4n the United States asking them to vote for Dewey, who,> 
if elected, would abamden the policy of supperting Leb- 2 

enese indépantsenee ang recall the American Minister who 

waa implemating this ‘pealtey. bed 





Prentéent who had ecom- 
independenee would see his 


o@, the. 
to ite reasaur> 


i es 


eo inescapably gontweneave of Areb-dnerican 


a : e, 

; ; m weld | magared, too, that more local ‘ater- 
1o shea in Wee results of the resent elsetions 
, . Zo despite the fact 

simaltaneously with dra- 


the widel 
a ett 
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A) ReS © emo. 


Comtinuing: political tenaiens merked “the atuee- 

ef the « There was new grist for the mill 
of pelitical speculation. Marly in the period, the 
american sidential elections were keenly followed; 
end shortly thereafter came conjecture as to possible 
repercussions ef Lerd Moyne's sssessination. 


The next, and chief, question mark of the month con- 
cerned what transpired in Paris when Churchill and Eden 
visited de Gaulle and Bideult. Supporters of Lebanon's 
independence hoped that an agreement to sell her down the 
river had not been reached. 


Toward the. middle of the month local internal affairs 
came more into the spotlight. Was the Government going 
to be able to do anything about the rising cost of living, 
and would it be able to retain the confidence of the Chamber? 


Reports of new French demarches to the Maronite Pat- 
riareh and clergy were also rife. Would Mis Beatitudes 
withdrew his support frem the President and Gevernment and 
declare the Chureh to favor a smaller, predominantly- 
Ghristian Mount Lebanon under Prench protection? 


Iabe im the month come rumor that de Gaulle would 
vieit Bebamon en his return journey from Moseow and that 
the Freseh cruiser "Baile Bertin", dearing Atmiral Auboy- 
nean, would put into Beirut port on a visit of good will. 


Mil ramcr, however, was overshadowed at monthend by 
the news that General Spears was to be replaced as British 
Minister (see telegram No. 866 of November 27, 10 p.m-). 
Report ef leeal reaction thereto is best reserved for 
mext month's Review. 


The on! event from the American point of 


view was the presentation of Mr. Wadsworth's credentials 
es the first Meeriean Minister to Lebancn. 


B) LEENA gParis. 
1) Ene _Presidensy. 


s) hed « In this trnepled - 

. ite first "Independence 

bay". The emaiversary was setually that of the day on 
whieh the President and his Ministers returned to Beirut 

fell the Prensh soup d'état of November 11, 1943, 
Watle a of Rashaye Prigen were repulsive, release 


hed been a Vindication of matiomal courage and tenacity. 
Holidey 
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Boliday crowds fore-gathered at the Place des 
Canons to watch diplomats ‘and consuls, General Beynet 
with his steff, Allied militery and naval officers, 
Yebanese officials and notables file into the 61a 


Sérail to their respects to the President. The 
city was on féte, bef ed with the new national emblem,- 
alee a preduct of the mber troubles". There were 


no untoward incidents. 


President Roosevelt added his congratulations in a 
short telegram which had excellent reception among 
officialdom and public. The day jad Been Lebanon's 

nee appropriately honored. 


2) The Ministry. 
a) ®greater Lebanon" Policy. On November 
19, Prime ster Solh, ‘extemporaneously at 


the eighth anniversary meeting of the Phalanges ( onite 
Youth Grganizetion) was applauded with genuine patriotic 
enthusiagm when he agsin reaffirmed that Lebanese inde- 
pendence, sovereignty and territorial integrity “within 
her present boundaries” would be defended to the end 
external or internal threat. Iisteners were 
jeft in little doubt that his reference was to the 
rumored Prench-ineited activity in Maronite clerical 
prigeeee in favor of Smaller Christian Lebanon referred 
© above. 


v) -Price=: sion es. Reference is 
mate to on gation’s Review for October 
entitled eturb: Politiec-Roonomic Factors". By end 
Heoveaber 


tee cost of living index reashed 592, 19 points 
above October 1944 and 102 above Movember 1045. 


Perhaps the most immediately aggravating factor 
ned been the considerable French purchases, for export 
to France, of commodities in short supply on the local 
market. Im this connection the Government reacted vigor- 
eusly, 1f enly because its own position was being unier- 
mined by the resulting popular cry against soaring prices. 


Urgent representations were made to the French Dele- 
gus General; General Beynet, himself uninformed as to 
extent of the purchases, assured the Vice Premier 
that no exports of goods in local, atiert supply would be 

made. And the Government issued/s new order making 
experts of food, textiles and manufactured goods subject 
to license. Other measures designed to arrest further 
price rises quickly follewed, among them the following: 


Considerable stocks of textiles and foodstuffs held 
in Gevermment Coceperative Warehouses wore made available 
to laber union as well as Government employees; goods 
stered in customs house were ordered out by the end of 
the months stores of confiscated goods were tobe thrown 
on the market; increased pewers were given to price- 
centrel authorities; transportation ©: food or merchandise 


from _ one 
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from one town to another was made subject to licensing; 
unlicensed importation of parcels weighing less than 

5 kilograms and valued under LL. 25 was authorized; and 
Parliament was asked to consider granting Government 
employees « bonus of one month's pay at year’s end to pay 
off their debts. 


ce) te . Lest it be thought that all 
is now n ‘ermment control circles, the following 
reliably reported item 4s mentioned. It was obviously 
one which Freneh propaganda did not lose sight of as an 
argument against Lebanese capacity for independence. Some 
74 tons of Allied-supplied sulphate fertilizers were siezed 
on the black market. A musber of employees of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, now in jail, were shown to have made washed 
sales to dead persons and otherwise disposed of Government - 
controlled stocks in a manner mildly described as hardly 
contributing to the war effort. 


3) The Chamber. 


a) Premier Discounts Paris Talks. On November 14, 
Prime Minister Solh was questioned as to his Government's 
poliey with respect to independence in view of the current 
Churehill- de Gaulle conversations in Paris. Two discourag- 
ing foreign press items were submitted to him. He answered 
py referring to a favorable press item from London. The 
three Great Powers, he said, had recognized Lebanon's 
independence. He sam no reason fer Britain to change its 
poliey. He stood for the defense and bolstering of 
Lebanon's independence from both Bast and West. 


vb) of Income Tax Law. On November 21, the 
ineque R Sttt Sates had Yor months been dragging in 
committee and subcommittee, much discussed ty press and 
public, became law, applicable as of January 1, 1945. 
Supporters ef the bill claim that its 3% to 15% schedules, 
even though relatively low per se and rendered less re- 
munerative by generous exemptions, are an dmportant first 
step in the right Girection and will stert the public on 
the road to becoming income-tax conscious. 


Ohief public oriticiam to date 4s leveled against 
the granting of higner exemption to professional men 
then to persons on salaries and fixed incomes, it being 
precisely the latter who have suffered most from rising 
prisos. Opponents voice, too, scepticism as to the 
Govermnent's capacity to set up satisfactory machinery 
for collecting the tax, end misgiving as to its efficient 
operation even if technically satisfactory. 


4) The Press. 
a) re Newsprint. Lebanese news- 
paper ve many grievances, many of 


ry TY 

them fully are a Qn Movember 5, leaders of the 
Beixwt end cus Arabic Press met et Shtora, mid-way 
between the two capitals. Their complaints were summarized 
in the following four-point program: 


Decreased 
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Decreased censorship on Anternal affairs; abolition 
of administrative suspension; increased quota of news- 
print; and formation of an organization of newspaper 
owners under Government supervision to purchase, distribute 
and control the price of newsprint, and to see that it 
not be handed indiscriminately to propaganda sheets 
competing with established papers. 


The Legation has under preparation a report on the 
operation of British military, French soi-disant military 
and Lebanese Government censorship controls. 


c) FRANC O-LEBANESE RELATIONS. 
1) Anti-Government Posters. One morning in mid- 
. November the walls of Beirut and Tyipoli were found 


dotted here and there with anti-Government posters 
inveighing against inefficiency and maladministration. 
Nationalist circles insisted that the only authority 
which could have successfully completed this job 
unnoticed was the French Sireté aux Armées and that its 
obvious reason for doing so was to endeavor to under- 
mine popular confidence in the Government--a commonly 
heard charge against French policy. 


2) Possible Visit of General de Gaulle. Late in the 
month, with de Gaulle on his way to Moscow, widely 
circulated rumor had it that the General might visit 
Syria and Lebanon on his return journey. Speculation, 
tinged with apprehension in nationalist circles, was 
rife; should he come, in what capacity would it be, 
and how would he be received? 


No invitation, it was learned at the Foreign 
Ministry, had been solicited or extended. Nevertheless 
the rumor persisted; even were he not invited, he might 
atill come "to inspect the French Tpoops in the Levant." 


Should the visit take place, further complication 
of Franco-Lebanese relations can hardly fail to result. 
It is axiomatic in local political argument that de Gaulle 
personally subscribes firmly to the thesis that France 
mast not fail to perform its "historic mission in the 
Levant" and that to enable it to do so the recently 
Prench-proposed and Lebanese-rejected formula of treaty 
of alliance is essential. 


D) ARAB AFFAIRS. 


1) Preparatory Committee Meetin, Postponed. A 
word “for be pecord”: Although 1 faa been hoped to 


hold a meeting of the Preparatory Committee of the Arab 
Unity Congress in mid-November, the Foreign Ministry 
let it be known about that time that postponement 
until mid-December, or perhaps later, had been decided 
upon. As proximate cause there was cited Egyptian pre- 
oecupatton with forthcoming parliamentary elections, @ 


possibly 
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possibly more controlling reason being reported con- 
tinuing hesitancy on the part of Ibn Saud to designate 
a plenipotentiary member. 


2) Mufti Supports Alexandria Protocol. In Lebanese 
Moslem circles, ab affairs seeme o be headed in the 
right direction. In a thoughtfully worded letter : 
addressed to the President, the Mufti of Lebanon, referring 
to the Alexandria Protocol, praised it for its guarantee 
of present Lebanese frontiers. Support of the existing 
régime in Lebanon, he stated, should not come from outside 
but from the whole-hearted union of all her people. 


His Eminence continued by saying that, while the 
Protocol fell short of the Moslem ideal of union with 
Syria, it was willingly accepted by Moslems as a basis 
for full cooperation with their Christian brothers in 
accordance with the Government's policy on which unanimous 
vote of confidence had been won. He concluded with a 
word of forthright support: he, too, could not agree that 
Lebanon be tied to any foreign power, especially now 
that she had obtained her independence recognized by the 
Great Powers. 


E) OTHER EXTERNAL RELATIONS. 


1) Paris and Cairo Legations Decreed. Presidential 
decrees establishing the Tiset Tebanese Tegations at 
Paris and Cairo were signed during the month. Mr. Yussef 
Salem, Minister-designate to Cairo, departed for his post 
the last day of the month. Ahmed Bey Daouk, Minister- 
designate to Paris, although his admission into France 
and his travel by U.S. Air Transport Command had been 
arranged, was still in Beirut. 





The latter feels that his position in Paris may 
be "somewhat irregular" in that there appears to be no 
disposition on the part of the French Government to give 
diplomatic status to its Delegate. General in Lebanon 
unless a Franco-Lebanese treaty of alliance be first 
concluded. And this, in turn, he suggests, raises an 
even more thorny problem, i.e. the grade to be given 
such representation; for Lebanon's declared policy of 
refusing to accord France a priviledged position, 
similar to that enjoyed by Britain in Egypt or Iraq, 
would preclude its accepting a French ambassador unless 
France agree to accept a Lebanese representative of 
equal rank. 


This "problem" is one which the Department, too, 
may wish to consider. ‘The Iraqi Minister, who will be 
Dean of the Diplomatic Corps following the departure 
of General Spears, believes it would be best were France 
to be represented here, like other states, by a Minister; 
elsewise he believes his Government and those of the 
other Arab states might wish to exchange ambassadors with 
Lebanon and Syria. And this, in turn, would lead them 
logically to conside® exchanging ambassadors among 
themselves, a question it would be at best premature to 
open in the light of their present treaty relations 


with 


-6- 
(Political Review, November 1944, Lebanon) 


with Great Britain and at the present stage of their 
negotiations for establishment of the projected Arab 
League. 


2) Russian. 


a) Minister Atte: Consular Mass. Newly-appointed 
‘Soviet ster 2. was off on the wrong foot 
with the Prench who persuaded him to attend a Consular 
Mass on November 1 (see Mr. Wadsworth's letter of 
November 2 to Mr. Gordon Merriam). The Minister and 
his staff were, of course, the only foreign diplomats 
present and were both embarrassed and displeased. Result, 
the cautious Russians lost confidence in the dis-interested- 
ness of French counsel in matters protocolary. Later, 
the Russian First Secretary, calling on a junior officer 
of the Legation, so informed him and asked for guidance 
in the future. 


b) Visits Chamber of Deputies. On the occasion of 
Mr. Solod's offic ry ° President (Speaker) 
of the Chamber of Deputies, he is reliably reported to 
have commented that Russia's recognition of Lebanon's 
complete independence was in line with general policy 
of the U.SeS-R., ie. the liberation of all peoples 
and the protection of their independence. 





co) ive on Palestine. Russia came into 
the picture n mn esident of the Anti-Zionist 
"Union of Lebanese Parties" (see despatch no. 559 of 
November 10) called on Mr. Solod to appeal for Stalin's 
help in the solution of the Palestine problem. The 


tion understands that an effect co. if 
was le . od atthe 


é 's President was not displeased 
at his reception, although no exposition of Soviet policy 
was vouchsafed by the Minister. : 


3) Recognition of Lebanon. 


a) Iran: * te" Nemed Minister. The Legation 
has not nteres © telegram of November $0 in 
which the American Embassy in Teheran reported to the 
Department that the Iranian Government had received the 
agrément of Massoud Moazed as Iranian Minister to Syria 
and Lebanon and that his letters of credence were await- 
ing the Shah's signature. It will be a decided relief 
to the Lebanese Government and to the Beirut Diplomatic 
Corps to have the anomality of his status thus corrected. 


b) i413 Recognizes ependence. The Brazilian 
Consul 8 6 offic: y on the Lebanese 
Foreign Minister to convey his Government's formal 
recognition of the independence of Lebanon. The Consul 
General understand that his Government will await 
Lebanese initiative before considering the establishment 
of diplomatic relations. From Lebanese Government 
circles it is learned that the Foreign Ministry desires 
to establish one Legation in Latin America (probably 
at Rio de Janeiro where there is a sizable Lebanese 
colony) with Consulates in other countries under its 
supervision. 


Texts 


-7- 
(Political Review, November 1944, Lebanon) 


Texts of the communications exchanged between the 
Lebanese and Braziliar. Presidents will be submitted 
by special despatch. 


c) Czechoslovakia: Diplomatic Relations. The Czech 
Consul has orme e gation at, by already-arranged 
early simultaneous exchanges of notes, in London between. 
his Government and the Lebanese Minister and at Beirut 
between himself and the Lebanese Foreign Minister, 
diplomatic relations w!1l be established between the 
two countries. 


Thereupon, the Consul adds, the Czech Consulate 
in Beirut is to be raised to the grade of a Legation 
with the Consul assuming the title of Chargé d'affaires; 
and the Lebanese Minister near the Court of St. James's 
is to be accredited also near the Government of Cech- 
oslovakia in exile. Czechoslovakia recognized Lebanese 
independence unconditionally on April 11, 1942. 


d) China: Reco tion Consumated. Further to the 
exchange 0 elegrams o as y reported in the 
Legation's airgram A-33 of July 11, 4 p.m., the Lebanese 
Foreign Ministry confirms current press reports of a 
recent exchange of telegrams between the Chinese Minister 
in Tehran and the Lebanese Prime Minister in which the 
former cites the receipt of instructions from his 
Government to announce "the official recognition of 
Lebanon by China". 


Texts of this exchange of telegrams will also be 
forwarded by special despatch if obtainable from the 
Poreign Ministry. 


e) Mexico: Recognition & l'Etude. An official of 
the Lebanese Foreign Ministry states that the’ Lebanese 
Minister in London has seen the Mexican Ambassador 
concerning recognition and that the matter has been 
referred to Mexico City. It was added that the Minister 
will be instructed similarly to take up the question 
of recognition with his Uruguayan colleague. 


F) AMERICAN MATTERS. 


1) Minister Presents Credentials. As already 
reported by telegram no. 257 of November 18, 6 pem., 
Mr. Wadsworth presented his credentials to the President 
of Lebanon on November 17. A despatch transmitting 
the texts of "remarks" exchanged on the occasion has 
been prepared. 
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